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SF man returns library album 48-years overdue
Sheryl Banks

Sara Phillips, manager of the Univer-
sity Heights branch of Heights Librar-
ies, was having a routine day when an 
oddly shaped package arrived.
 “I got a package in the mail from 
San Francisco that was record-shaped 
and—lo and behold!—it contained a 
record from our collection that was 
due back in June 1973!” said Phillips.
 In 1973, when he was in eighth 
grade at Wiley Middle School, How-
ard Simon checked out Self Portrait 
by Bob Dylan. He recently found 
the record mixed in with his personal 
collection, sandwiched between two 
other Bob Dylan albums, Nashville 
Skyline and New Morning.
 Simon included a letter with the 
overdue vinyl, and Phillips shared it 
with the library’s communications 
department.
 “As a recent retiree, I am taking 
the opportunity to turn my atten-
tion to some of the many vignettes 
of life that, by dint of career and 
family, have been neglected these 
many years,” Simon wrote. “In that 
context, I am returning with this 

University Heights Branch Manager Sara Phillips with the long-lost album.

letter an overdue item (by my count, 
approximately 17,480 days overdue 
as of this writing). . . . It’s quite late, 
and I’m quite sorry!”
 Simon’s letter goes on to explain 
that the record “isn’t in great shape,” 
and partly blames his nomadic life 
for its condition: “This particular 

album has moved with me (in succes-
sion) from University Heights to Chi-
cago, Santa Fe, Los Angeles, Berkeley, 
back to Chicago, back to Berkeley, 
again to Chicago, Sacramento, and 
finally San Francisco. I’m pleased it’s 
survived at all.”

continued on page 8

Summer concert series returns to UH

Mike Cook

Summer is back, and so is the Uni-
versity Heights Summer Concert 
Series. “We’re going to avenge the 
lost summer of 2020 with our great-
est and most eclectic lineup in city 
history,” said University Heights 
Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan.
 The 2021 season starts July 1 

Diana Chittester will perform a free concert at The Walt on July 8.

at John Carroll University, then 
moves to Walter Stinson Commu-
nity Park for all remaining shows. 
All shows begin at 7 p.m.
 July 1: University Heights 
Symphonic Band and “Raid-
ers of the Lost Ark.” The holi-
day weekend starts on Thursday 
night with the University Heights 

continued on page 8

FH to host commu-
nity conversations
Sydney Chickos

FutureHeights will host three free 
events for the Heights community 
in July and August.
 On July 27, at 6 p.m., Future-
Heights will lead an in-person com-
munity conversation at Severance 
Town Center. The event is part of 
Cleveland Foundation’s Common 
Ground series, in which com-
munity conversations take place 
at locations throughout Greater 
Cleveland, on the theme “Growing 
Common Ground: People, Place, 
Shared Power.”
 “FutureHeights decided to 
host a conversation at Severance, a 
central location, to bring residents 
from the north and south of the 
city together and focus their atten-
tion on one of our city’s greatest 
opportunities for transformation,” 
said Deanna Bremer Fisher, Future-
Heights executive director.
 For more information, or 
to register, visit https://tinyurl.
com/5xnz7u6m. To learn about other 
Common Ground conversations, 
visit www.commongroundcle.org.
 On Aug. 9, at 3 p.m., Future-
Heights will host an online forum 
for Heights business owners, to 
learn about the challenges they 
face as they emerge from the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, and  the opportu-
nities Cleveland Heights business 
owners see as the city’s residents 
directly elect a mayor for the first 
time this November.    

Cedar Fairmount district plans summer of activities
Myra Orenstein

The Cedar Fairmount Special 
Improvement District (SID) is 
moving away from its traditional 
one-day festival to instead offer an 
entire summer of activities, through 
August.
 The district hopes to renew its 
pre-COVID vitality by encouraging 
more people to walk to Cedar Fair-
mount, dine at its restaurants, raise 
glasses and celebrate in its bars, 
discover the many unique items in 
its stores, and support its services.

 The summer’s plans and activi-
ties include Food Truck Tuesdays, 
Music Thursdays, and Family Arts/
Entertainment Saturdays.
 Food trucks will offer every-
thing from Slyman’s corned beef 
sandwiches to New Orleans and 
vegetarian fare on select Tuesdays, 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The 
trucks will park on Fairmount 
Boulevard, in front of Barrio. While 
district organizers hope that Food 
Truck Tuesdays will become a regu-
lar event, the food truck operators 
will be basing their appearances on 

the number of people buying lunch 
from them.
 Thursday nights, 7–8:30 p.m., 
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not an ordinary 
newspaper; it is a nonprofit publication 
for residents of Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights.
 The Observer has no writing staff; 
it is written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want 
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights 
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to 
contribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Observ-
er? If so, please write it on your own, or 
with friends, neighbors or colleagues. 
Our volunteer editors will make sure 
it’s ready to publish and contact you 
with any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click on 
“Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered for the 
August issue must be submitted by July 
12. We publish some articles online as 
they come in—and still consider them 
for the next print issue. We also publish 
an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

Heights Observer Election Policy
The Heights Observer will review 
election-related submissions with a 
goal of providing fair and equitable 
access for those seeking office.
 Candidates for office are ex-
pected to identify themselves as 
such when submitting anything for 
publication.
 Candidates’ supporters and 
campaign representatives, and any-
one writing about any candidate 
or election issue, are expected to 
disclose any personal or professional 
relationship they may have with any 
candidate, or with the subject of 

their submission. These disclosures 
are intended to inform Heights Ob-
server review, and will be disclosed 
to readers when relevant.
 The Heights Observer will deter-
mine whether and when submissions 
will run in print, online, or both.
 Contributions by and about can-
didates, and any election issue, are 
limited to a maximum of 400 words.
 The Heights Observer does not 
endorse candidates, nor does Future-
Heights, the nonprofit community-
development corporation that pub-
lishes the Heights Observer.

In praise of David 
Budin’s column
To the Editor:

David Budin is a Cleveland Heights 
gem. His articles are the first thing I 
read when I open my Heights Observer.
 I know that you realize how lucky 
you are to have him writing for you. 
Thank you!

Coretta Kutash
Cleveland Heights

A tribute to Ida Bergson
Ari Klein

When my 26-year-old daughter pro-
gressed from the old Heights JCC 
preschool program to kindergarten at 
Canterbury Elementary School, she ex-
pected the teacher that she had for two 
years to follow her to her new school. 
Luckily for us, Canterbury needed an 
art teacher and hired Ida Bergson. This 
is really the middle of the story, so let 
me back up a few decades. 
 My mother and Ida’s mother were 
friends in elementary school; their re-
lationship would last for over 70 years. 
Our family moved back to Cleveland 
Heights when I was born, and it turned 
out that Ida’s family lived around the 
corner. So, Ida remembers babysitting 
me. 
 As an art teacher at Canterbury, Ida 
collaborated with the librarian, music 
teacher, later the Spanish teacher, and, 
until her retirement, with the physical 
education teacher (Julie Lustic, another 
Heights alumna). This creative team de-
veloped lessons for an entire school year 
that revolved around a single theme, 
e.g., Elizabethan England. 
 They covered the grade and 
subject requirements, but planned 
many of their lessons around the 
year’s theme. Students might learn a 
dance from the period in phys. ed., a 
song in music class, and study or try 

Some thoughts on Nighttown: a love letter
Neil Slobin

It’s not an exaggeration to say that the 
report of the sale of Nighttown res-
taurant, in early January, shocked the 
community. What was already a trying 
year was underscored by the transition 
of a legendary and community-defining 
institution. Most of the community—of 
musicians and music lovers, diners, art-
ists, students and former students, and 
residents who grew up matriculating in 
and through this distinguished institu-
tion—is worried.
 Many things make Nighttown 
unique.
 While the food was good, it wasn’t 
the focus of the club (though most every-
one had their favorite “signature’”dish). 
What Nighttown featured was at-
mosphere and ambience, emerging 
organically through the decades of its 
existence. Nighttown was the antithesis 
of the overproduced and overprocessed. 
It was a club, as in nightclub, as you 

imagine they were in the 1930s and ’40s 
(or at least as they were in movies of the 
1930s and ’40s).
 Nighttown is a serious place; it’s 
adult fun. It was not a “family” restau-
rant, where you packed the car with your 
kids and rolled over for a quick bite and 
junior burgers. When you wanted a night 
out without children, you meant without 
anybody’s children. It has low, deep light-
ing; walls and shelves packed with genu-
ine art and artifacts; quiet background 
music that’s there for atmosphere, not 
a rock concert. At the same time, in 
Nighttown’s internationally recognized 
music room, it’s serious music, not music 
to talk through or over.
 In the best sense of the word, 
Nighttown’s waiters were profession-
al—knowledgeable, efficient, honest, 
personable. They knew the names and 
tastes of their customers, many of whom 
returned again and again, for years and 
years.
 You may have recognized that my 

tense keeps alternating: past/present to 
present/past. The truth is that no one 
really knows Nighttown’s future: Will 
it re-open with major changes? With 
minor changes? Will it re-open at all as 
a restaurant? Or, like many before it, will 
it succumb to some box development 
for shopping, or inhabiting, or become 
a franchise feeding-hole?
 I hope the new owners understand 
that they’ve come into a great gift, like 
a classic Jaguar or Mercedes; it’s not a 
Corvette or a Mustang, and certainly not 
a Ford or an Oldsmobile. When you get 
into a classic Jaguar or Mercedes, you feel 
special, like you’ve been somewhere cool 
and you’re going somewhere cool.
 Let’s hope that, as the virus winds 
down, Nighttown continues to take us 
to cool places.

Neil Slobin has lived in CH since 1962, and 
was a waiter and bartender at Nighttown 
in the mid-’70s. He  teaches philosophy at 
Lakeland Community College. 

their hands at art from that period. 
 This seemingly simple idea took an 
enormous amount of extra collaborative 
planning on the part of the team, but 
unifying the programs in the building 
was a highlight for my kids as they were 
going through elementary school. There 
was excitement each year as a new 
theme was announced, and a buildup of 
energy for a final presentation, before 
summer break, when students would 
transform the stage in the Canterbury 
gym to another era.
 Among the countless tasks that 
Ida took on was organizing many of 
the districtwide art shows exhibiting 
student work. Julie and Ida were long-
time leaders at Canterbury, serving as 
the union stewards, and on the building 
management team. Long after my kids 
had graduated from Canterbury, I main-
tained regular contact with Ida. Lately, 
I have been the recipient of garden tips 
and plants from her, as my wife and I 
try to create a pollinator garden. 
 This year, both Ida and I retired from 
the school district we both attended as 
kids and served as teachers. I know that 
Ida will continue to produce beautiful 
pottery and expand her gardening (if that 
is at all possible). Beyond that, I hope she 
will do whatever makes her happy.

Ari Klein is a lifelong community member, 
retired Heights High math teacher, and 
past president of the Cleveland Heights 
Teachers Union.

will be dedicated to music, with free 
concerts featuring local favorites 
Blue Lunch, Moises Borges Trio, 
and IN2ATIVE. Attendees are 
asked to bring their own chairs to 
the concerts, which will take place 
in various locations throughout the 
district. 
 There will be something for 
everyone on Saturdays. Family art 
projects, organized by Parade the 
Circle’s creator, Robin VanLear, and 
her team, are designed to engage 
parents and children alike. VanLear 
and her fanciful, hallucinogenic 
pachyderms will lead line dancing on 
July 17, and chalk artists will create 
and instruct on July 24 and Aug. 21.
 CH Police and Fire departments 
will be on hand with trucks and 
more, on July 17 and Aug. 21.
 Ken Goldberg, president of the 
Cleveland Heights Historical Soci-
ety, will conduct a 1.5 hour tour of 
the district on July 24.
 Heights Libraries will bring its 
book bike to Cedar Fairmount, of-
fering free books and more, on July 
17 and Aug. 14.
 To learn more, visit www.cedar-
fairmount.org.

Myra Orenstein, a Cleveland Heights 
resident for more than 30 years, is ex-
ecutive director of Cedar Fairmount 
SID.

cedar fairmount continued from page 1
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CAIN PARK
Welcome Back!

Cain Park Arts Festival 7/9-11
Apollo’s Fire 7/13

Tom Chapin and the Chapin Sisters 7/15 
Mary Bridget Davies 7/16 

GroundWorks Dancetheater 7/23-24
Anne E. DeChant 7/29
Dancing Wheels 8/6

Leading Ladies on Stage 8/7 
Paula Cole 8/8 
Naturally 7 8/14

Musical Memories: Best of Cain Park 
Theater 8/21 

Back on Broadway 8/28 
 Indigo Girls 9/9

Tri-C Jazz Fest 9/11-12
Soul Asylum / Juliana Hatfield 9/16

Terrance Simien and the Zydeco Experience 
9/17

2021  S E A S O N

www.cainpark.com

Visit www.cainpark.com for a complete schedule

216-371-3000
On Sale At Ticketmaster

Cain Park is produced by the City of Cleveland Heights

cainpark

We offer affordable  
solutions for your old  
window needs,including 

weatherstripping,  
mechanical tune-ups,  

repairs, and full restoration.
E-mail us at 

zach@fiatluxrestoration.com, 
or call us at (440) 384-0100

Are you thinking about 
replacing your old windows?

Are they drafty, 
painted shut, 

and/or otherwise 
inoperable?

Don’t replace them! 
Restore them!

Keeping your old  
windows is sustainable, 
energy efficient, cost 
effective, functional, 

and maintains the  
character of  

your beautiful  
historic home.

Fiat Lux 
Restoration  

is here to help 
with your old 

windows!

Your Neighborhood Realtor 

As the fourth generation in my family to buy in 
Cleveland Heights, I know this area and would 
love to help you buy or sell your home! 

Emily Vaisa 
Cell: 440.829.9612 
Email: emilyovaisa@gmail.com 
Website: www.emilyovaisa.com 

CH resident Dronet is 2022 candidate for 
Ohio District 9 seat
Danielle Dronet

My name is Danielle Dronet. I live 
and work in Cleveland Heights. I’m 
running in the 2022 election for the 
District 9 seat in the Ohio House 
of Representatives, and I’d like your 
help as I campaign and develop my 
plan of action. 
 For nearly a decade my profes-
sional life has been dedicated to 
serving District 9. In that time, I’ve 
become fluent in the language of our 
district: the optimism and growth po-
tential witnessed here, the common-
alities and civic pride of our citizenry, 
and the needs of our communities. My 
contributions to our district include:
•  Operating a mental-health practice 

on the East Side for patients suffer-
ing from trauma;

•  Advocating for economic education, 
blockchain-based transparency ini-
tiatives, improved delivery of social 
services, and community enrichment 
and outreach projects; 

•  Founding CAMHP (Center for 
Advanced Mental Health Practice), 
an economic advocacy nonprofit 
organization;

•  Designing The Laura Cornelius 
Kellogg Program, a free residential 
education and community-outreach 
program for qualifying domestic 
abuse survivors; and 

•  Negotiating between citizens in 
crisis and the bureaucracy of the city 
government that serves them.

 My platform for District 9 is a 
direct result of conversations with 
clients, neighbors, and people who 
also work every day in, and for, our 
district. I am starting my campaign 
early to develop a blueprint that 

carefully considers the diversity and 
interdependence of the neighbor-
hoods and cities of our district, and 
touches on the most essential issues 
facing it right now. Early campaigning 
also gives me plenty of time to meet 
as many citizens as I can face-to-face, 
and hear their stories, their concerns, 
and their hopes for the communities 
they call home. 
 I support a strong community 
voice in the design of the Ohio Fair 
School Funding bill, as well as the 
repurposing of vacant housing, busi-
nesses, and unused lots, and traffic- 
and homeowner-safety initiatives. My 
goals include writing social-services 
overhaul legislation; defining hate 
crime in Ohio to reduce incidence; 
and coordinating with community 
members to secure the infrastructure 
grants that bring safety and economic 
stability improvements to District 9. 
 My campaign is a true grassroots 
campaign. To contact me, or read 
about my platform, visit www.drone-
t4ohdistrict9.com.

Danielle Dronet is a professional and a 
community activist who lives with her 
family in Cleveland Heights. She has oper-
ated a licensed mental health practice on the 
East Side since 2014, where she specializes 
in trauma recovery.

Danielle Dronet

Resident asks city to move TOH dog park
Don King

The purpose of this message is to 
address the Top of the Hill (TOH) 
development project, and its impact 
on The Buckingham residential 
building that it surrounds, from 
both a financial and quality-of-life 
standpoint. Obviously, we are well 
beyond the question of the propri-
ety of such a massive project, and it 
is not my intention to subvert the 
process or undermine the develop-
ment.
 What I would like to address, 
however, is the promise, made by 
the developer in public meetings, 
that there would be green spaces 
created that would be a benefit to 
the public. Instead, what we see 
being created at the very entrance 
to The Buckingham is an artificial-
turf dog park which, in the view of 
Buckingham residents, is a slap in 

the face and a cynical effort to fulfill 
a promise made to the community. 
We hardly view this artificial turf 
installation as a “green space,” and 
regard it as an affront to the unit 
owners and, ultimately, as a nuisance. 
Additionally, it will be locked and 
gated for use by only TOH residents, 
not for the public at all, as was prom-
ised.
 I strongly urge that the city, 
through its Building, Planning or 
Economic Development depart-
ments, take a fresh look at what is 
planned, and consider, at the very 
least, relocating the dog park to an 
alternative location on the project 
site and allowing for a small “pocket 
park,” naturally landscaped, to be 
substituted as a resource for the 
whole community. Ironically, just 
such a triangle of land, replete with 
mature trees, boulders and lawn 

Care-A-Van July 10  Flea July 17 WIC Coupons July 31

continued on page 9
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Fairmount Circle Dentistry
Robert E. Schneider, DDS

20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
info@fairmountcircledentistry.com 
www.fairmountcircledentistry.com

216.321.2545
Located near  
John Carroll

Easy free parking

40+   Google reviews

• 

General, Restorative & Aesthetic
• Clear Correct Braces
• Digital Dental Technologies
• Tailored to Busy Families
• Pandemic-safe Practices

Snoring & Sleep Apnea Solutions
• In-Office Airway Evaluation
• Easy Home Sleep Testing
• Oral Sleep Appliance Therapy

    
    

   
   

   
   

   
   

    
    

      
   FAIRMOUNT CIRCLE D

EN
TISTRY

 

Focused Tattoo welcomes all 

1846 Coventry Road, #400 
Upstairs from Guys Pizza 

 

Susie Kaeser 

This column is dedicated to the 
19 Cleveland Heights–University 
Heights City School District profes-
sionals who retired at the end of this 
school year. Our retirees, 18 teachers 
and one counselor, have spent be-
tween 16 and 45 years in the district, 
collectively providing more than 450 
years of service to our community!
 I am deeply grateful to each of 
them for their long-term investment 
in our schools and our community. 
Because teaching skills are perfected 
through practice, none of our retiring 
teachers arrived fully prepared, but all 
of them depart with invaluable exper-
tise, relationships, and institutional 
knowledge. It will take time for those 
who replace them to catch up.
 While I have had public school 
teachers in my family (my sister taught 
in Chicago and my grandmother taught 
in a one-room school in Iowa), my re-
spect for this profession comes from 
what I have witnessed in our school 
district, often from this year’s retirees.
 Those who taught my children, 
and those whom I got to know dur-
ing my tenure at Reaching Heights, 
revealed the complexity of the job 
and inspired respect in me for those 
who do it.
 Our retirees did great work and 
will leave behind holes that will be 
hard to fill. This cadre of accom-
plished teachers also built leaders 
and union stewards, child advocates, 
family supporters, and innovators. 
Thirteen of them started their careers 
before high-stakes testing put a stran-
glehold on teaching and injected fear 
into the classroom. Their departure 
weakens our contact with a broader 
vision of learning and success.
 Several teachers are known to 
me because they used Reaching 
Heights grants to implement their 
innovative ideas. They are Lorna 
Askew, Zakiyyah Bergen, Ida Bergson, 
Donna Feldman, Ari Klein, Jeannette 
Russell, Laurel Chapman and Judith 
Spainhoward. Three of them, and 
counselors Michael Dixon and John-

Thank you, Heights teachers
nie Lemons, are among the departing 
Black educators who are so important 
to our district.
 I want to single out Klein and 
Chapman, two remarkable educators 
whose contributions extend beyond 
their classrooms. Both were distin-
guished teachers and served as union 
leaders, with the goal of improving 
education opportunities for children 
in our district. They formed important 
partnerships with district leaders that 
made innovations possible.
 Klein, an alum, parent and district 
resident, is a National Board-certified 
high school math teacher. He served as 
union president for eight years and, in 
his 33-year career, oversaw the union’s 
program of high-quality, teacher-led 
professional development. He is also 
a founder of the Heights Coalition for 
Public Education, which challenges 
harmful state education policy. 
 Chapman is leaving after 45 years in 
the district. I know her best as the teacher 
who helped me better understand my 
child, her fifth-grade student, and as a 
colleague on the Boulevard Council, the 
district’s school-based governance pilot. 
After perfecting practices that removed 
barriers to success for her diverse students, 
she took on multiple roles within the dis-
trict to make that the norm. She recruited 
new teachers, helped shape the teacher-
evaluation system, and was instrumental 
in three programs to develop exceptional 
teachers.
 We expect teachers to be tolerant 
and kind, creators of order and safety 
and subject-area experts. Successful 
teachers are learners who think on their 
feet, manage, motivate, and engage a 
large number of children, communicate 
effectively, nurture trust, connect with 
parents and a lot more. It’s exhausting.
 We are fortunate that the Heights 
schools have a bountiful supply of 
teachers who, despite the insults and 
constraints imposed by state lawmakers, 
show up every day to do their best and 
perfect their practice.
 To sustain public education, we 
must stand up for the profession that 
creates nurturing schools and liberating 
classrooms.

Susie Kaeser is a 40-year resident of 
Cleveland Heights and the former director 
of Reaching Heights. She is active in the 
Heights Coalition for Public Education 
and the League of Women Voters.

THe COMMOn 
gOOD

Tree Service Year Round
Pruning•Removals•Cabling & Bracing 
•Fertilization & Spraying• Air Spading

Proper Pruning of Fruit and  
Ornamental Trees

We sell and properly plant 
trees and shrubs

Fully Insured•Certified Arborist on staff

ISA TCIA NAA•ISA Certified #OH-6736

ARDMORE TREE SERVICE
Serving Tree Care Needs in the Heights 

for over 40 years

Free Estimates & Consultations
ardmoretreeservice@gmail.com•216-486-5551

community conversations continued from page 1

The forum, Peer-to-Peer: A Small-
Business Owners’ Discussion, also 
seeks to bring together business 
owners from the same district, 
via breakout groups during the 
program, so that they can discuss 
their districts’ unique challenges 
and opportunities.
 “FutureHeights recognizes the 
value of community organizing, 
whether it be driven by residents, 
community-interest groups, or 
business leaders,” said Fisher. “We 
believe bringing business owners 
together can lead to new energy, 
ideas and action.”
 For more information, or 
to register, visit https://tinyurl.
com/9dr9jcpv.

continued on page 14
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Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 

Five years ago, Cleveland Heights 
embarked on an ill-conceived and 
seemingly endless charter review 
process (lasting from November 
2017 to March 2019).  At the time, we 
were struck by how often—and how 
admiringly—members of the Charter 
Review Commission compared the 
role of our city manager to that of a 
CEO. Nevertheless, it turned out that 
Cleveland Heights citizens wanted a 
city government headed by an elected 
mayor, not an appointed executive.
 As a result, on Sept. 14 we will 
have the opportunity to vote in a 
non-partisan primary for one of four 
mayoral candidates. The top two 
vote-getters will face off on Nov. 2.
 While management ability is 
certainly an important qualification 
for anyone seeking to lead a city of 
44,000, it is by no means sufficient. 
Executives of both non-profit and 
for-profit corporations are hired by, 
and answer to, their boards of direc-
tors. A mayor is hired by the voters 
and must be accountable to them—or 
that mayor will not remain in office 
long.
 A corporate executive, to be 
judged successful, must maximize 
profit. A non-profit leader must 

HeigHTS Of 
DeMOCRaCy

serve a particular constituency, while 
managing resources judiciously. A 
mayor should greet each day asking, 
“How can I make things better for 
every single person in my city?” She 
or he must be intimately familiar with 
a concept that may be only a passing 
thought in the for-profit sector: the 
public good.
 Performance metrics for a mayor 
are defined by a volatile mix of voters, 
media, city employees, business owners, 
real estate brokers, political enemies, 
supporters, and sycophants. To succeed, 
a mayor must convince all of these, and 
more, that she or he is advancing the 
well-being of the entire city.
 Yes, Cleveland Heights needs a 
mayor who is adept at managing both 
money and people. But, we also want 
to know how candidates understand 
the concept of the public good.  As we 
consider the candidates bidding to lead 
our city into this new era, we are asking 
these, among other, questions:
•  Will this person prioritize the health 

and safety of each Cleveland Heights 
resident above all else? (We include, 
at a minimum, just and equitable 
service with respect to police, fire, 
EMS, infrastructure, housing and the 
environment.)

•  Who is likely to (1) halt SAFEbuilt’s 
incursion into the housing depart-
ment, (2) bring the building depart-
ment back in-house as a legitimate 
city function, and (3) reverse the 
continuing decline in inspectional 
standards noted by residents and lo-
cal contractors?

The public good: a world apart from the private sector
•  Which of the candidates will be able 

to jump-start historically anemic 
community-development efforts, 
re-imagine Severance, re-vitalize 
Noble, and spearhead successful in-
fill housing initiatives—rather than 
hiring more consultants to produce 
more studies to line more shelves?

•  Which will hire great staff and ap-
propriately delegate authority, with 
awareness both of those employees’ 
capabilities, and of her or his own 
limitations?

•  Finally, as mayor, how would each 
of these individuals perform under 
constant public scrutiny, with every 
meeting, contract, letter, e-mail 
and official act subject to public 
review, criticism and potential legal 
action? Private-sector executives 
do not work under sunshine law 
constraints.

 Without commitment to a clear 
vision of the public good, and without 
the skills and integrity to advance it, 
all the executive experience in the 
world will be useless in this job. Lis-
tening, consensus-building, attend-
ing to the needs of those with the 
fewest resources, while also keeping 
power brokers invested in the city’s 
progress—all these require “muscles” 
seldom exercised in corporate board 
rooms, but vital to the success of a 
mayor.

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rauten-
berg are longtime residents of Cleveland 
Heights. Contact them at heightsdemoc-
racy@gmail.com.

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

yummy

fun

voted safest joint in town

“inda heights”

2196 lee road
cleveland heights

216.932.9000 mojocle.com

d i n i n g  room now open

JULY 17 & 18
noon–5pm each day

Cleveland HEIGHTS
FREE

A shaded woodland garden 
Japanese style front garden with perennials in the back
A profusion of color and design, flowers and decorative objects
Adult tree house, perennials
Perennials, roses, colorful torches, bird houses
Whimsy and a pond with fish and frogs
Perennially evolving color and texture

3015 Berskhire 
2978 Somerton 
2993 Somerton 
3068 Euclid Hts 
1922 Parkway 
3024 Berkshire 
3098 Berkshire 
3121 Berkshire Perennials, native plants to attract pollinators year-round
1984 Cottage Grove Lovely corner garden with perennials and annuals
3283 Yorkshire Wild flowers, perennials, recycled materials, urban farm

3321 Washington Eye catching annuals and perennials
3294 Euclid Hts Co- housing community, vegetables, compost, fruit, rain garden
3189 Sycamore A pretty garden with flowers and patio
3162 Sycamore Gorgeous display of plants in pots
3150 Sycamore Decorative use of river stones, back yard made for kids
3414 Berkley Mix of annuals and perennials in an immaculate garden
3284 Beechwood A very interesting garden!
1812 South Taylor Somewhat rustic urban farming, chickens, herbs, vegetables
3545 Grosvenor Quail, permaculture, edible perennials, trellising
1590 South Taylor Profusion of color and decorative objects
1594 South Taylor Garden Gathering places at home
3624 Glenwood Dahlias, perennials, art objects, eye catching scene
3782 Glenwood Colorful mix of annuals and perennials
3790 Lynn Park Large fish pond, eclectic ornaments, perennials
1506 Maple Landscape designer’s garden, spectacular

1179 Pennfield Perennials, pollinators, cutting beds, new trees
2301 Bolton Cascading waterfall, annuals, perennials, park-like back yard
3822 Delmore Delmore community orchard
2555 Noble Rd Noble/Roanoke community park and garden
2706 Noble Rd Church on the Heights garden. Restroom stop
952 Woodview Rd  Artistically designed by passionate gardeners 

Noble Neighborhood, Northampton Rd: 3847, 3855, 3863, 3871, 
Noble 3875, 3882, 3945, 3949, 3950 and 843 Cambridge Rd.  
gardens.

2207 Harcourt Formal style with annuals, perennials and shrubs
2256 Bellfield Meandering paths, shade garden, decorative features 
2855 North Park Little Havana inspired garden, tropical, sculptural
3026 Fairmount   A spectacular garden of perennials, water features
3012 N Woodland Annuals, perennials, raspberries, herbs and container pots
2629 Dartmoor Chickens, vegetables, perennials, water feature, yard art
3312 Bradford SUNDAY ONLY. Native trees/shrubs, and pollinators
3366 Bradford Accessible garden with perennials, annuals , trees and shrubs
3392 Meadowbrook Garden self-designed by a novice, bottle bush, stone walls
2175/2179 Lee The mini park between Boss Dog and Heights Arts
2217 Westminster Established perennial garden, prolific peach tree, tree house
2243 Westminster Exuberant cutting garden with unique water feature 
2159 N St James An urban garden

12541 Cedar Japanese style garden, tea house, stream, waterfall, chickens
12537 Cedar Moss rock walls, paths, stream, koi, dwarf trees, pergola
2514 Norfolk Tastefully landscaped, using stone, wrought iron and shrubs
2516 Norfolk Ceramic studio, garden designed as an outdoor living room
2620 Edgehill “English cottage garden or Sanford and Son”, you decide
3078 Edgehill Perennials, dahlias, a compact and a new garden
3088 Edgehill Hosta, annuals and perennials
3103 Edgehill Perennial cottage garden, water feature, patio flowers

Sponsored by: Tour the Garden Walk with a map on your phone 
Visit:   www.GardenWalkClevelandHeights.com

A free, self-guided tour of gardens in CH.

GARDENWALK IS FREE BUT WE HAVE EXPENSES. 
TO MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION, GO TO 
FutureHeights.org > donate > partner organization > CH 
Garden Walk.
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932-9755 21
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Precision A/C 
Tune-Up

The REAL Hanns

Bill Chris

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Hts

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems                            Bonded • Insured OH LIC #24462 VEHbrothers.com     

Offer includes 45 minutes 
of labor per system. Parts 
additional. exp. 6/30/21

Attic Systems $114

Moving Possibility

GroundWorks DanceTheater
at Cain Park

FRIDAY JULY 23 | 7:30PM 
SATURDAY JULY 24 | 7:30PM

visit www.groundworksdance.org/nextspace

Take a photo of the code with your smart phone
For more information,

Returning to the Stage!

Danforth on leading CH’s transition
Barbara Danforth

Since it became a city in 1921, 
Cleveland Heights has been run 
by a city manager. On Jan.1, 2022, 
a mayor will become the city’s first 
elected executive. 
 This change will be dramatic 
and difficult. An effective transi-
tion will require broad and deep 
executive leadership skills and 
experience. With a population of 
44,000, a budget of $52.2 million, 
and more than 400 employees, 
Cleveland Heights is a sizable mu-
nicipal operation. 
 This is how I will accomplish 
this monumental transition, if 
elected mayor:
•  Staff interaction: I will approach 

staff with full respect for them 
and the work they do. I will meet 
with every employee to learn 
about their expertise and chal-
lenges. Those with significant 
competencies, I will give them 
room to work; others may need 
support or resources to maximize 
their effectiveness. My years in 
executive search position me 
well to recruit, vet, and on-board 
the most talented professionals 
available. I will search for a city 
administrator who will work by 
my side to accomplish the city’s 

goals. 
•  Culture change: City hall cul-

ture supports a city-manager 
structure. Staff report up to the 
manager who serves the seven 
council members. The new struc-
ture creates three equal branches 
of government: Legislative (city 
council), Executive (mayor) and 
Judicial (municipal court judge). 
I will transition the culture to 
a resident-focus to ensure that 
residents’ voices are heard and 
they receive a response. It will be 
council-collaborative to under-
stand each member’s goals and 
facilitate timely completion of 
their initiatives; and undergirded 
by the staff support. The culture 
will be built on respect, integrity, 
and excellence.

•  Establish priorities: While go-
ing house to house to personally 
collect 542 campaign petition sig-
natures, I learned from residents 
the issues that concern them. 
As a visionary leader, I will draw 
upon my decades of experience 
of developing processes to solve 
problems and get things done 
with timely, budget-conscious 
execution.

 This approach will be difficult. 
I have been a Cleveland Heights 
resident for 22 years and I have 
30 years of executive leadership 
experience. I am a lawyer who has 
worked in city, county and state 
governments. I ran the YWCA of 
Cleveland and was the CEO of the 
largest charter school system in 
Ohio, serving children with learn-
ing disabilities. 
 My campaign theme is “Experi-
ence Matters” and I will be ready 
on Day 1 to meet the challenges 
and opportunities of transitioning 
our government and leading our 
city.

Barbara Danforth is a 22-year resi-
dent of CH, living in the Forest Hill 
Historical District. She is the former 
chief prosecutor, city of Cleveland; 
and former CEO of YWCA Greater 
Cleveland.

Hart puts forth her vision for CH
Melody Hart

When we moved here in 2005, we 
looked for a walkable, bikeable town, 
with a diverse population and restau-
rants, shops, parks, trees, and mass 
transit. We found all of that in Cleve-
land Heights.   
 We still have all of that, but other 
forces have hurt our city. The mortgage 
foreclosure crisis impacted the north 
end, particularly harshly. Currently, 
non-local investors snap up properties 
online and flip or rent them without 
repair. The unconstitutional funding 
of schools causes increased taxes, driv-
ing some residents out, and creating 
declining population and higher taxes 
for those of us who stay. We have a 
100-year-old sewer system that the EPA 
is requiring us to repair.

 These are all challenges we face 
now and challenges that we will face 
into the future.
 But the bones of greatness are still 
here, and I would build on those bones.
 First, housing enforcement must 
be a keystone to not just fight blight, 
but to prevent it. Vacant lots should 
have infill housing or gardens.
 Second, I would move forward 
more quickly with areas designated by 
the master plan for development to in-
crease the tax base, advising developers 
of our values, like sustainability, prevail-
ing wage, public input, and local hiring, 
before they put pen to paper designing 
a development. Development also gives 
an opportunity to include apprentice-
ships for residents to learn job skills. 
 Third, I would place top priority 

continued on page 7

Free	books	mailed		
to	your	young	child!	

If	your	child	is		
4	years	old	or	younger	

and	lives	in	Cuyahoga	County	
Please	register	online	at:	

Imagina5onLibrary.com	

Advertise in the Heights Observer
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Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

#1 

Roofing
Residential
Commercial 

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work 

Metal Roofs Installed 
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  

216-319-0430

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us

SCOTT HAIGH
Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email:   ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Under contract in one day!  
14326 S. Park Blvd, Shaker Heights

SUMMER. 
STARTS. 
HERE.

from 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Bring your chairs and listen to Cleveland’s best! All concerts are free!
July 15 - IN2ATIVE with Esther Nahm (Luna Bakery & Café) 
July 22 - Moises Borges and Friend (Parking Lot adjacent to Nighttown) 
August 12 - Blue Lunch (Firestone Parking Lot) 
August 19 - IN2ATIVE with Dylan Moffitt (Luna Bakery & Café)

FAMILY ARTS/ENTERTAINMENT 
SATURDAYS

MUSIC THURSDAYS 

FOOD TRUCK TUESDAYS

Select dates all summer. Hands-on art projects, entertainment, 
historic architecture tours and so much more! All events are free!

from 2:00-4:00 p.m.

HEIGHTS MEDICAL BUILDING    
CEDAR GRANDVIEW  
STRATEGIC PROPERTY SERVICES, LLC

DAVIDA

RUSSELL
Cleveland Hts. City CouncilCleveland Hts. City Council

CRAIG  
COBB
Cleveland Hts. City Council

The Heights Center Building

from 11:30-1:30 p.m. 
July 13 and July 20 – In the Parking Lot next to Luna Bakery & Cafe.  
Visit cedarfairmount.org/summer for more information.

Visit cedarfairmount.org/summer for more info

UH to celebrate its first-ever July 4 parade
Mike Cook

The COVID-19 pandemic wiped 
out most city-sponsored activities in 
University Heights in 2020. Lingering 
public-health orders also canceled the 
city’s annual Memorial Day parade this 
year. But the city plans to make up for 
lost time and lost events by hosting its 
first-ever University Heights Fourth of 
July Parade.
 The July 4 parade will begin at 11 
a.m. Recently retired police lieutenant 
Dale Orians will serve as grand marshal.
 The event will feature many 
returning participants from past 
parades in University Heights, in-
cluding Judge Frankie Goldberg, the 
Cuyahoga County Sheriff ’s Color 
Guard, Church of the Gesu members, 
Steve Ostrow’s Dixieland Band, City 
Dogs, CH-UH Board of Education 
members, the University Heights 
Library, Pickup-stix Stilt Walkers, 
members of UH City Council, and 
Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan.
 Also scheduled to appear, heat 
permitting, is Cooper, the University 
Heights brand ambassador.
 War hero, Founding Father, and 

Dale Orians, who recently retired as UH police lieutenant, will be the grand marshal of the city’s 
July 4 parade.

the first President of the United 
States George Washington will par-
ticipate in the Independence Day 
celebration, as will other leading 
historical figures (courtesy of “We 
Made History”).
 In addition to a Founding Father, 
the founder of America’s first boys’ 
baseball league will be celebrat-
ed. Ruth Morhard, author of Mrs. 
Morhard and the Boys, will appear with 
her husband, Al. Josephine Morhard, 
Al’s mother and Ruth’s mother-in-law, 
founded the first-ever baseball league 
for boys in University Heights in 1947.
 Also appearing in the parade will 
be Leopold and Lenora, co-hosts of 
WUAB 43’s “Big Bad B-Movie Show.”
 The new parade will follow the 
familiar route of the city’s Memorial 
Day parade. It will begin at the inter-
section of Silsby and Allison roads, 
travel east on Silsby, then turn right 
and move south on South Belvoir 
Boulevard. The parade will finish at 
John Carroll University.

Mike Cook is the communications and 
civic engagement coordinator for Univer-
sity Heights.

hart continued from page 6

(216) 321-7729 • mjmwindowrestoration.com

Window RestorationMJM
Preserve the historic look of your home. 

.  sticky windows

.  broken ropes
.  cracked glass
.  weather stripping

on developing the Noble triangle and 
redeveloping Severance. Noble devel-
opment could jump-start that corridor. 
And Severance is a blight. It must be a 
top priority to redevelop it using devel-
opment tools and negotiations.
 One possibility for Severance is to 
build on the expanded Metro Health, 
and add medical offices, physical 
therapy facilities, and a training facility 
for health care professionals, along with 
retail and housing, including first-floor 
housing for seniors.
 Finally, there has been an increase 
in gunfire in our city. This is not accept-
able. As mayor, I will work closely with 
the residents, [the police] chief and 
officers to curb this activity, alleviating 

citizen concerns and ensuring resident 
safety.
 I will continue to enhance what 
we have and step it up further. I want a 
vibrant community where all residents 
have equal access to city services, a 
city that is even more walkable and 
bikeable, more diverse and inclusive, 
that ensures developers incorporate 
our values of sustainability and public 
input, and is a place where everyone 
feels safe.

Melody Joy Hart is a current Cleveland 
Heights City Council member who is run-
ning for mayor. She has more than 35 years 
of experience in finance, and has held senior 
leadership positions in the private sector.
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  KNOWS      THE HEIGHTSKNOWS      THE HEIGHTS  ALLALL  

  SELLS       THE HEIGHTSSELLS       THE HEIGHTS  

 SOLD!SOLD!  SOLD!SOLD! 

 GROUP THE SUSAN DELANEY 

3119 Courtland Boulevard 
Shaker Heights 

16110 Parkland Drive 
Shaker Heights 

14808 Shaker Boulevard 
Shaker Heights 

3782 Claridge Oval 
University Heights 

2576 Traymore Road 
University Heights 

14177 Washington Blvd. 
University Heights 

ALLALL  

SUSAN DELANEY, ABR®,RRS,CNE®       
216~577~8700 
Top 1% Nationally ~ President’s Circle 
Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com 
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com  

2220 Edgerton Road 
 University Heights 

2650 West St. James 
Cleveland Heights 

2652 So. Belvoir Boulevard 
 University Hts. 

3882 Silsby Road 
 University Heights 

3826 Bushnell Road 
University Heights 

2192 Edgerton Road 
University Heights 

SOLD IN SOLD IN   
MULTIPLES!MULTIPLES!  

MULTIPLE MULTIPLE   
SHOWINGS!SHOWINGS!  

SOLD OVER SOLD OVER   
LIST PRICE!LIST PRICE!  

SOLD OVERSOLD OVER  
LIST PRICE!LIST PRICE!  

SOLD TO SOLD TO   
BACKBACK--UPUP  
OFFER!OFFER!  

SOLD SOLD   
FIRST DAYFIRST DAY  

ON MARKET…ON MARKET…  
OVER LIST OVER LIST 

PRICE!PRICE!  

RECORDRECORD  
SETTING!SETTING!  

SOLD OVER SOLD OVER   
LIST PRICE!LIST PRICE!  

SOLD TO SOLD TO   
BACKBACK--UPUP  
OFFER!OFFER!  

CASH SALE!CASH SALE!  

 

Join the famous Sho-Jo-Ji Japanese dancers and 
learn traditional folk dancing. All welcome as we 

remember with gratitude those who came before us 
and enjoy the present moment together. 

 
Bring lawn chairs, blankets, sun hats and share a 

summer afternoon in the  
outdoor garden dancing for joy! 

Free Parking - Wheel chair accessible 
 

Covid-19 updates and more information at: 
 www.clevelandbuddhisttemple.org 

 
 
 

 

OBON  
Japanese Festival 

SUNDAY, JULY 18, 2021 
12:00 NOON 

CLEVELAND BUDDHIST TEMPLE 
21600 Shaker Blvd. Shaker Hts., OH 44120 

(Shaker Blvd. at S. Belvoir) 

FREE AND OPEN TO ALL 
 

Helping display and 
preserve your art and 
memories since 1973

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
By appointment only

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-397-7671 woodtraderframing.com
Get $25 off on framing over $100

MOLA! 
MOLA! 
MOLA!

Stop in and learn about these fabulous 
works of art! Many to choose from, or 

bring yours to frame.

 Not only did Simon return the 
album, he made up for all the years he 
deprived the Heights community of 
Dylan’s Self Portrait with two donations.
 The first was a “replacement fee” 
in the amount of $175 (“. . . a tithe, if 
you will . . .”), most of which serves 
as a generous donation to the library 
as, according to Phillips, “The album 
sleeve is in rough shape but the re-
cords themselves are in great shape.”
 The second was a copy of one of 
Simon’s own albums, Western Reserve. 
It turns out that Simon is a musician 
in his own right, with several albums 
under his belt—no doubt inspired by 

Bob Dylan. Phillips sent the album 
on to the library’s technical services 
department, to see about including it 
in the library’s music collection.
 “The funny thing about this is 
that we don’t charge overdue fines 
anymore,” said Phillips with a laugh. 
“As long as we get the item back, we 
see no need to penalize people. We’re 
grateful that Mr. Simon returned the 
record. I’d said we can now call it 
even.”

Sheryl Banks is the communications man-
ager for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System.

sf man continued from page 1

concert continued from page 1

Symphonic Band playing under the 
stars at the quad at John Carroll 
University. Fresh off its 50th an-
niversary, the band will perform 
patriotic favorites, plus movie 
soundtrack selections.
 Stay after the concert for 
Steven Spielberg’s classic movie, 
“Raiders of the Lost Ark.” See it 
the way it was meant to be en-
joyed—with a large, joyous crowd.
 July 8: Diana Chittester. Lo-
cal singer-songwriter Diana Chit-
tester has been building a reputa-
tion as one of the area’s most gifted 
guitar players, intimate songwrit-
ers, and forceful vocalists. Over 
the past decade, she’s released a 
series of albums that display her 
growing confidence and ability 
to communicate feelings that are 
deeply personal yet universal.  
 Chittester has shared the stage 
with Lyle Lovett, Gin Blossoms, 
The Accidentals, Joan Osborne, 
Peter Mulvey, Chris Trapper, Lisa 
Loeb and Colin Hay.
 July 15: Aaron Malik. Up-
and-coming local rapper Aaron 
Malik has been productive during 
the pandemic, and he’s ready to 
unleash his new music in his Uni-
versity Heights debut concert. The 
FBB Records Group recording art-
ist has been featured on local radio, 
and has been streamed more than 
500,000 times on Spotify.
 July 22: Carlos Jones and 
the PLUS Band. Thanks to a 
grant from NOPEC, the Cleveland 
reggae legends will return to The 
Walt. In 2019, they drew the largest 
crowd in series history, so fans are 

advised to arrive early for this show. 
“The band’s soulful rhythms and 
heartfelt vocals have made it one of 
Cleveland’s top draws for close to a 
decade,” reported Cleveland Scene.
 July 29: Old Skool. With an 
ever-evolving song list, Old Skool 
plays tribute to the ’80s and ’90s 
with hip-hop, R&B, dance, pop, 
rock, and funk, and even some 
classic disco or current hits, if the 
mood is right. 
 Voted Cleveland Scene’s Best 
Cover Band of 2019, Old Skool 
has earned the reputation of being 
one of the tightest, most fun, high-
energy acts in Northeast Ohio.
 Aug. 5: Böaterhead. Escape 
to a time when T-tops and fine 
Corinthian leather were abundant, 
and Jovan Musk cologne lined 
your nasal passages, as you were 
gently seduced by the sounds of 
AM gold. Böaterhead is a six-piece 
party band, celebrating the hits of 
the late ’70s and early ’80s, taking 
audiences on a musical voyage to 
“yacht rock” paradise.
 Aug. 12 – Yiddishe Cup. Aka 
Funk-a-deli, this local klezmer-Mo-
town band’s concert is an annual 
tradition in University Heights. 
Boston music critic Ari Davidow 
said, “The band is tighter than the 
seal on a bottle of Manischewitz 
gefilte fish,” while Dr. DeMento 
praised its “dizzying combination 
of retro and contemporary refer-
ences, and the hot music.”

Mike Cook is the communications and 
civic engagement coordinator for Uni-
versity Heights.
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CH council candidate Cuda says housing is the key
Tony Cuda

As a candidate for Cleveland Heights 
City Council, I hear you loud and clear; 
you want our government to be more 
accountable, responsive, collaborative, 
efficient, transparent, inclusive and 
environmentally aware. In other words, 
you are looking for change.
 Well, we are electing the first 
mayor in our 100-year history this year. 
There are also four council seats up for 
election (those held by Cobb, Russell, 
Stein and Ungar). This is arguably the 
most consequential CH election in 
decades because there is a new gov-
ernmental structure and a mandate for 
change.
 That change needs to begin with 
our housing department.
 The Novak Report (June 2020) 
commissioned by our former city man-
ager, revealed several critical problems 
within our housing department that 
must be addressed by the new mayor 
and city council:
•  There are currently six unfilled posi-

tions, including four housing inspectors.
•  Our inspectors need to be properly 

trained.
•  Our housing code is out of date; no 

major overhaul since 1983.
•  We need a strategic plan for blighted, 

tax-delinquent properties.
•  CitizenServe accessibility for our resi-

dents needs to be expanded.
•  Oversight from council and our citi-

zens must be ongoing.
 (Some of the above information is 
combined with my own research.) 
 There is no doubt; Cleveland 
Heights was among the hardest hit 
municipalities in Ohio when it came to 
the subprime mortgage crisis of 2008. 
Our homes lost more value and they’ve 
been among the slowest to recover. 
CH homeowners lost more than 50% 
of their home’s value by 2009. Just two 
years ago, CH had gained back a little 
more than 80% of pre-crash value, but 
Shaker was back to 100% and Lake-
wood was +35%. We obviously need to 
make changes if we want a different 
result.
 Here is what I will do on council, 
in collaboration with my colleagues, 
the mayor and our community, to solve 
these problems:

•  Separate Housing from the Safety and 
Health committee. If housing is truly 
a priority, oversight should not be an 
afterthought for a committee with 
other priorities.

•  Collaborate with housing experts 
such as Kermit Lind (CH resident), 
Sally Martin (South Euclid housing 
director), Greater Cleveland Congre-
gations, local realtors, and others to 
find solutions.

•  After a strategic plan is in place, vote 
to fund it. Our budget should reflect 
our priorities.

•  Create a process and a timeline to 
measure results.

 Well-maintained, safe neighbor-
hoods attract new residents and new 
businesses, and help sustain our existing 
business districts. We know what to do, 
so let’s get to work.    

Tony Cuda grew up in Cleveland Heights, 
graduated from Heights High, counseled 
landlords and tenants for the Cleveland 
Tenants Organization, managed the 
Citizens For An Elected Mayor campaign, 
and is a candidate for Cleveland Heights 
City Council.

Why I am supporting  
Danforth for mayor

Alan Rapoport

I support the candidacy of Barbara 
Danforth because she will make 
an excellent mayor of Cleveland 
Heights.
 Competent city managers 
kept Cleveland Heights financially 
solvent, physically intact, and well 
protected by safety forces. Hope-
fully, mayors will do the same. But 
the first mayor chosen under a new 
system will have neither experience 
nor history as a guide. Our city will 
require especially talented leader-
ship during the initial transition 
period. Danforth is the candidate 
most likely to provide such leader-
ship.
 Danforth has experience man-
aging large organizations. She has 
hired and supervised talented em-
ployees to operate them. The most 
important job of the new mayor 
will be to find a city administrator 
and other staff who can manage 
ably important day-to-day city op-
erations. Danforth has credentials 
that prove her ready for this job.
 Danforth has demonstrated 
a concern for the maintenance of 
basic services at a quality level and 
at reasonable cost. She promises 
more than other candidates that 
this will be a top priority. She 
will show her concern for social 
issues, but she will not be unduly 
distracted by them.
 Danforth has a history with 
municipal government that no 
other candidate can match. She has 
served as an executive member of 
the cabinet of a Cleveland mayor. 
This history distinguishes her from 
other candidates who claim legis-
lative experience. She has proven 
skills and the right personality to 
work cooperatively with the legis-
lative branch of government, as she 
has in the past.
 Danforth understands our 
community. She has a detailed 
knowledge of commercial develop-
ments in all areas. She has strong 
concern for the development and 
maintenance of our housing stock. 
She appreciates the necessity of 
open, accessible and accountable 
government. Most of all, she shares 
our city’s pride in diversity.
 A new form of government 
will require major changes. It is 
not a given that the maintenance 
of basic services will have the same 
priority as before. We need assur-
ances that garbage will get picked 
up on time, and that the police car, 
the fire truck, and the ambulance 
will arrive when needed. We need 
assurances that tax dollars will be 
spent wisely. Danforth offers such 
assurances. For this reason, she 
is the best candidate to lead our 
community as it moves away from 
its past.

Alan Rapoport, a longtime resident 
of Cleveland Heights, served on CH 
City Council (1980–87) and as mayor 
(1982–87).

New CH mayor should champion police department
Reginald Evans

I moved to Cleveland Heights in 
1972. Looking back over 49 years, I’ve 
had the opportunity to reap the ben-
efits of living in an integrated com-
munity that celebrates its diversity, 
and a community that has supported 
its public schools by (usually) passing 
levies. (Full disclosure: I worked on 
three of those levies.) 
 Over that half century, I watched 
East Cleveland become a “minor-
ity-majority” city overnight, due 
to blockbusting—and I saw how 
the Heights Community Congress 
stopped real estate agents from doing 
the same thing here. I also saw our 
police department evolve from being 
an “occupying army,” with little civil-
ian oversight, to a department run in 
a more progressive manner.
 Certainly, there are still flaws 
and challenges. As a Black male, I’m 
well-aware of the fact that there 
are unwritten regulations govern-

ing DWB, and, like so many other 
families of all colors, I’ve had family 
members who’ve met police officers 
under circumstances that were war-
ranted and unwarranted.
 CH Police Chief Annette Meck-
lenburg knows we need more minori-
ties on the force and in leadership po-
sitions, but there are larger, societal 
reasons making it difficult to recruit 
minorities to serve as police officers. 
Those same societal forces still fos-
ter a distrust of the police amongst 
people of color—that is, until we need 
them. 
 I don’t have any “macro” solu-
tions to fix the problems with polic-
ing across the U.S., but I do have 
some ideas about what can be done 
in Cleveland Heights.
 For the first time in 100 years, 
we are about to elect a full-time 
mayor. Our new mayor will also carry 
the title of safety director, with a 
mandate to speak harsh truths when 
and if necessary. I want our new 

mayor to champion our police de-
partment whenever possible. I also 
want our new mayor to spend time 
in the schools, encouraging minority 
students, in particular, to consider a 
career in law enforcement and the 
law. 
 If the above is to happen, we 
need a mayor who has spent time 
in courtrooms, a mayor who has a 
demonstrable history of actually 
running large organizations, a mayor 
who can stand in front of students 
and command respect, and a mayor 
who has a passion for equality and 
transparency.
 There are four people campaign-
ing to be mayor of Cleveland Heights. 
But only one of them has the experi-
ence to fulfill my wishes, and that is 
Barbara Danforth.

Reginald Evans, a 47-year resident of 
Cleveland Heights, is actively involved 
in the schools and is a former member of 
Reaching Heights.

space, is what existed in this area 
before it was bulldozed in favor of 
construction.  
 If this locked and gated dog 
park were to be relocated toward 
the center of the actual TOH proj-
ect, it would better serve the new 
residents—the only citizens to have 
access to this amenity—and the 
developer would surely be more 
amenable to installing landscaped 
screening fully surrounding the area. 
Such a screened-off, softened veneer 
would minimize the visual impact of 
a stark patch of fake vegetation.
 Considering everything that the 
city has provided in accommoda-
tions and benefits to the developer, 
I do not believe such a request would 
be too much to ask, and it would, in 
some small measure, minimize the 
assault on the already diminished 

value of  The Buckingham residential 
community. 
 This message has been shared 
with each member of CH City Coun-
cil, and read into the minutes of the 
May 19 city council meeting. As of 
this writing, there has been no official 
response. I understand there has been 
staff discussion around this topic, 
and it has been said in City Hall that 
“all residents’ concerns on the TOH 
project have been answered”—they 
have not. Currently, as a 36-year resi-
dent of this community, it feels like 
typical government reaction—ignore, 
deflect, and hope we go away.

Don King served as pastor of Peace Lu-
theran Church. He has been a resident of 
Cleveland Heights since 1985, and has 
served congregations, and been active in 
the local interfaith community, since 1999.

top of hill continued from page 3
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Your plumber, your neighbor
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

•  Experts in old  
homes

•   Water tanks &  
heating systems

•  Eco-friendly  
updates

•  Fully trained, licensed,  
bonded & insured

• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300
herbsplumbingandheating.com

mAy 19, 2021
Council members present were President Jason 
Stein, Vice President Kahlil Seren, Craig Cobb, 
mary Dunbar, melody Joy Hart, Davida Rus-
sell and michael n. Ungar. Also present were 
Susanna niermann O’neil, city manager; 
Amy Himmelein, clerk of council and finance 
director; and William Hanna, law director.

Police chief’s report
The Diversity Institute at Cleveland State Uni-
versity has completed its work on information 
from the town hall meetings. This is available 
on the police page of the city website: www.
clevelandheights.com/1420/Community-
Town-Hall-Meetings.

Council approvals
•  Amended appropriations for the 2021 

budget, including leasing a fire truck, buy-
ing license plate readers, and repairing 
a building.

•  An agreement for engineering services for 
Coventry Road rehabilitation from Fairhill 
Road to Euclid Heights Boulevard. Actual 
work will be done in 2022. 

Council member comments
Kahlil Seren suggested involving the commu-
nity in planning the use of money coming to 
Cleveland Heights from the American Rescue 
Plan. He noted the current working condi-
tions in the police department do not meet 
standards for a safe and healthy workplace. 
 Davida Russell expressed concern for 
the facilities in which police personnel are 
working, and appreciation for their honesty 
during the time she spent with them. She is 
concerned about the area around the salt 
dome on noble Road, including an immense 
pile of yard waste, some of it contaminated. In 
addition to inhibiting developers, there have 
been calls from neighbors. 

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

mAy 24, 2021 – special meeting
All council members were present, as were 
the city manager, clerk of council/finance 
director, and law director.

Council approvals
•  Compensation rates and benefits in the 

tentative labor agreement with the Fire 
Fighters Union for the period April 1, 2021 
to march 31, 2024, and an amendment of 
Section 3 of the Labor Agreement “Wage 
and Salary Ordinance.”

•  The Integrated Overflow Control Master 
Plan, to be submitted by June 1, relating 
to the 2017 consent decree between the 
city and the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

LWV Observer: Gail Larson.

JUnE 7, 2021
Council President Jason Stein was absent. All 
other council members were present, as were 
the city manager, clerk of council/finance 
director, and law director.

Public comments
A planning commission member recommend-
ed adoption of zoning code amendments 

Expanded reports are 
available online at 

www.heightsobserver.org.

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

this evening. She advised that the planning 
commission will be reviewing the city’s zon-
ing codes during 2021–22, to bring them 
up to date.
 Krista Hawthorne of Reaching Heights 
expressed concern that the Ohio Senate 
version of public-school funding, authored 
by Sens. Hoffman and Dolan, would not do 
enough to address current school-funding 
inadequacies.

Council actions
Council authorized the city to become a 
Power a Clean Future Ohio Community. 
Kahlil Seren commented that Power a Clean 
Future Ohio is an organization that partners 
with communities to help cities reduce their 
carbon footprint.
 Council approved a resolution support-
ing H.R. 1280, the George Floyd Justice in Po-
licing Act of 2021. Davida Russell commented 
that this federal legislation outlines needs for 
more police accountability, best practices, 
more police training, a national registry, and 
body cams for all police officers.
 Council amended appropriations for 
the 2021 budget. The police academy has 
not been operating, so those funds were 
moved to other police department expenses. 
Expenses were increased for emergency 
repairs to the transfer station. Funds were 
received from the Ohio Department of Aging 
for COVID relief.
 Council amended the zoning code to 
update the city’s regulations regarding private 
parking garages and other ancillary changes.
 Council authorized an agreement with 
Tucker Ellis LLP to serve as counsel on the 
Cedar-Lee-meadowbrook project.
 Council repealed provisions of the “mi-
nor’s Curfew” in the General Offenses Code.

Council member comments
michael Ungar announced that he is not run-
ning for reelection to council in 2021. He listed 
his accomplishments, expressed gratitude to 
those with whom he has served, including city 
staff, and said he would miss his engagement 
with Cleveland Heights residents.
 Craig Cobb announced the appointees 
for the Racial Justice Task Force, which coun-
cil approved: Sherylynn Allan-Harris, Gary 
Benjamin, nate Berkey, Demetrius Cheeks, 
Kasia Bufford, Laura Collins, mandy Col-
vin, Reginald Evans, Angelique Gates, Lisa 
Hunt, Taylor Jones, Rosa Kovacivich, Robert 
Lampley, Ron Register, Lisa Smith, Randall 
Walker, michael Windom, Kalia Johnson, 
and Akshai Sing. On Benjamin’s appoint-
ment, melody Joy Hart recused herself, as he 
is her husband; Kahlil Seren voted no, citing 
disapproval of having a task force member 
with a close tie to council. The task force will 
meet before the end of June. 

LWV Observer: Gail Larson. 

There’s Nothing Like Lush 
Cool Grass on a Hot Day!

Now is the time to plan for a late summer or 
fall seeding to grow a beautiful lawn you can be 
proud of - and you and your bare feet will love!

Lawn Lad offers 4 different seeding options to 
build healthy, thick grass - whether you only need 

bare spots filled, or a new lawn installation. 

 2021 IS THE YEAR OF 
YOUR YARD!

Contact us today and 

REQUEST AN ESTIMATE
216-371-1935  or  www.lawnlad.com  

Let’s help you love your landscape! 216-533-2936

Power-Washing
Deck Staining
Asphalt & 
Concrete Sealing
Tuck-Pointing 
Masonry Work 
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Park Synagogue is for sale

Margaret Lann and Ken Goldberg

The spectacular Park Synagogue in 
Cleveland Heights, now referred to 
as Park Main, is for sale.
 The congregation of Park Syna-
gogue, Anshe Emeth Beth Tefilo, 
can trace its Cleveland-area history 
back to 1869, when the congregation, 
which would become Anshe Emeth, 
was formed. As the congregation 
merged with another and expanded, 
a number of different locations were 
established, including Park Syna-
gogue in Cleveland Heights.
 The original portion of this sacred 
structure, designed in an expressionist 
style by internationally renowned ar-
chitect Eric Mendelsohn, was complet-
ed in 1950. The accompanying school, 
also Mendelsohn’s design, opened in 
1953, and the Kangesser wing, designed 
by Michael A. Gallis, with Bialosky 
and Manders as associates, opened in 
1968. Park was one of the first two U.S. 
synagogues designed by Mendelsohn, 
and it became a model for religious 
structures across the country.
 The building is located on 33 

park-like acres between Euclid 
Heights Boulevard and Mayfield 
Road. Residential properties along 
Euclid Heights and Ivydale and 
Compton roads back up to the Park 
campus, which fronts on Mayfield.
 The synagogue boasts a dramatic 
copper dome over the sanctuary. At 
100 feet in diameter, it was one of 
the largest in the world when con-
structed. The dome was designed to 
symbolically unite the heavens and 
earth. The drum beneath the dome 
is ringed with windows that allow 
all within the building to visually 
connect with nature. Mendelsohn 
insisted on using clear glass instead 
of the stained glass many congregants 
would have preferred.
 This impressive structure was 
the only building in Ohio designed 
by Mendelsohn. It earned landmark 
status from Cleveland Heights in 
1976—one of the earliest nomina-
tions made by the city. Park Main re-
mains an important part of Cleveland 
Heights’ architectural and cultural 
history. (Perhaps it can be adapted 
into a new use—with “Mikvey” 
remaining—that makes the most 
of its stunning architecture and the 
natural beauty that surrounds it.)
 This is one complex that Cleve-
land Heights can claim truly draws 
admirers from around the world.

Margaret Lann and Ken Goldberg are 
members of the Cleveland Heights Land-
mark Commission, which preserves and 
protects buildings, works of art and other 
objects of historical or architectural value 
to the community. The commission’s seven 
members are appointed to three-year terms 
by city council.

Park Synagogue
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State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Privileged 
to help.

We’re honored to serve this community for 25 years. 
My staff and I look forward to many more with you. 
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State®. Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

1211030

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd
Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com 

Applications for fall FH lead-
ership series due Aug. 31

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

 1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolutions.com

 VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE

Since 1982

Honesty, Value and 
Communication

Visit our website
to schedule your

service online

continued on page 19

AUTHOR TALKS, 
WRITING WORKSHOPS, 
LECTURES, BOOK 
CLUBS, FREE COMMU-
NITY MEETING SPACE, 
LOCAL AUTHORS, 
POETRY READINGS, 
SPECIAL EVENTS,  
GREETING CARDS, 
JOURNALS, SPECIAL 
ORDERS, AND OVER 
35,000 NEW AND USED 
BOOKS! 

MAC’S 
BACKS 
BOOKSTORE 

TRADE IN YOUR BOOKS 

MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS 

Available now!

Ohio Literary 
Trail: A Guide
by Betty Weibel

Sydney Chickos

FutureHeights (FH) invites Cleve-
land Heights residents who want 
to create positive change in their 
neighborhoods to apply, beginning 
July 15, for the 2021 Neighborhood 
Leadership Workshop Series.
 This multidisciplinary neigh-
borhood leadership development 
program is designed for individuals 
who are enthusiastic about posi-
tively contributing to the commu-
nity in which they live, work and 
play. Participants will learn lead-
ership skills and gain knowledge 
about best practices, tools and 
techniques to make their neighbor-
hoods strong, safe and vibrant.
 The program enables resi-
dents to network with other civi-
cally minded community members. 
Many Neighborhood Leadership 
Workshop Series graduates go 
on to join nonprofit boards, city 
committees and commissions, and 
apply and receive funding for com-
munity- or neighborhood-based 
projects through the FH Neighbor-
hood Mini-Grants Program.
 “I found the workshops to be 
extremely helpful in giving me a 

space to work out ideas I had, 
and shape them with the help of 
other people with similar interest 
in working for Cleveland Heights,” 
said Michael Hagesfeld, a 2018 
participant. “The speakers were in-
teresting and helped give different 
perspectives I could apply to my 
particular situation. Working with 
other people who also had a drive 
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Noble Neighbors comprises 700-plus volunteers

Coming together builds thriving community Cedar Lee park supporters ask that 
25% of site remain undeveloped

Craig Hoffman

Over the past several years, residents 
of the Noble neighborhoods have 
been working together to promote 
the district and engage in various so-
cial activities to support our neigh-
borhoods in this northern quadrant 
of Cleveland Heights. What began 
as a very small gathering of con-
cerned residents has grown to about 
700 people interested in the Noble 
Neighbors’ network! Over the years, 
we have created green space at a 
mini-park at Noble and Roanoke 
roads with gardens, flowers, shrubs, 
a picnic table, benches and a Little 
Free Library. The adjacent building 
has been selected as the site for the 
Cleveland Heights 100th anniver-
sary mural!
 With co-operation from the 
Heights Tree People, three new trees 
were planted in the Noble-Roanoke 
mini-park. We also facilitated a num-
ber of other delightful neighborhood 
enhancements and activities, such as 
the Delmore Community Orchard, 
the planters and flowers on Noble 
Road, from Mayfield to Nela View 
roads, and the Noble Gardeners’ 
Market in August and September.
 The annual We Are Noble 
celebration with Noble and Oxford 
elementary schools has featured 
Jungle Terry, Carlos Jones, musical 
entertainment at Nela, kite building 
and flying at Denison Park, neigh-
borhood garage sales, and movies at 
Noble Road Presbyterian Church. 
Local real estate agents have worked 
with us to promote our home sales 
during We Are Noble weekends.
 Our Green Noble group planted 

Jill Tatem

For most of my life I worked and 
volunteered in formally organized 
hierarchies. You know the sort of 
thing: organizational charts, job 
descriptions, three-year plans, deci-
sion-makers over here and workers 
over there, and spreadsheets—lots 
and lots of spreadsheets.
 So when I joined Noble Neigh-
bors, the absence of these familiar 
structures was somewhat discon-
certing. But I watched and I listened 
and I learned how much can be 
accomplished without rigid organiz-
ational structures.
 Noble Neighbors projects hap-
pen when someone has an idea, is 
willing to lead that idea to imple-
mentation, and attracts enough 
other neighbors to help make the 
idea a reality.  
 As an all-volunteer, grassroots 
group, Noble Neighbors members 
vote with their time, talents and en-
ergy. Ideas that attract participants 
become projects. No formal project 
proposals are required, no steering-
committee approval is necessary—
just volunteers, enthusiastic enough 
about an idea to make it happen.
 And I think the outcomes show 
the value of that process. Here are 
just a few of our projects:
•  Five public perennial gardens that 

beautify our neighborhood and 
support pollinators.

•  Election forums for neighbors to 
learn about issues and candidates, 

pollinator gardens for neighbors on 
Langton and Northampton roads, 
and hosts a book discussion group 
with the Noble Neighborhood Li-
brary.
 Residents formed the Noble 
Litterbusters group that regularly 
picks up litter along Noble Road. We 
recently joined with the CH Green 
Team to pick up litter at Denison 
Park. Generous neighbors contrib-
ute to food and clothing drives at 
Start Right Church. We welcomed 
students back to Monticello Middle 
School with sidewalk chalk greet-
ings. Our “Light Up Noble” effort 
complements the holiday lighting 
displays at Nela Park. And we host 
an annual celebration potluck dinner 
to celebrate all the wonderful things 
we’ve accomplished during the year.
 Other positive community and 
citywide events included expediting 
the repaving of Noble Road with 
curbs, sponsoring election forums, 
addressing the Center-Mayfield/Cir-
cle K issue successfully, encouraging 
the Noble Road Corridor Planning 
Project to be engaged, addressing  
vacant housing issues with Greater 
Cleveland Congregations, and pro-
moting the in-fill housing project in 
the Caledonia area.
 These are all wonderful, benefi-
cial accomplishments.
 Perhaps the best result of all of 
this activity is the new neighbors 
and friends that we have met. That 
is really what keeps us together as a 
community. We are an informal, all-
volunteer social group of positively 
happy neighbors who wouldn’t be

continues on page 19

and for candidates to learn about 
the issues important to us.

•  Noble Gardeners’ Market for 
neighbors to sell plants and pro-
duce, and share gardening and 
cooking knowledge.

•  Litter-busters who remove trash 
and advocate for recycling.

•  Delmore Community Orchard, 
home to fruit trees, berries, and 
hundreds of daffodils.

•  Annual We Are Noble weekends 
that celebrate our neighborhood 
through garage sales, scavenger 
hunts, bake sales, movies, plant 
sales, kite-making, open houses, 
and more.

•  Two Little Free Libraries built, 
installed, and maintained, with 
more planned.

•  Transforming the vacant lot at 
Noble and Roanoke roads into 
a welcoming garden with paths, 
trees, lighting, benches, flowers, 
and more.

 The thread common to all these 
initiatives is our affection for our 
neighborhood and our commitment 
to work together to foster a “safe, 
friendly, beautiful, and thriving 
place to live.” But don’t take my 
word for it. Check out our website, 
www.nobleneighbors.com. Better yet, 
come to a meeting and see for your-
self. 

Jill Tatem is a longtime Cleveland 
Heights resident and active member of 
Noble Neighbors.

Robert Berger

Deanna Bremer Fisher began her 
opinion “FutureHeights supports 
mixed-use development in Cedar Lee” 
[published in the April 2021 Heights 
Observer] stating, “FutureHeights has 
become aware of a request by some in 
the community that all or most of the 
Cedar/Lee/Meadowbrook develop-
ment site become green space or a 
public park, rather than a mixed-use 
development.” [Italics added by Robert 
Berger.] Cedarleepark.com and the 
Cedar Lee Park Facebook page rep-
resent over 900 petition signers, and 
residents displaying over 90 lawn signs, 
that are in favor of a park. We propose 
ONLY 25% of the development at the 
corner of Meadowbrook and Lee be 
devoted to a park. We support using 
the remaining 75% of the land, on the 
parking lot, [for] mixed-use develop-
ment. We support CH City Council 
and the developer on this effort.
 Bremer Fisher stated that devel-
opment at Lee/Meadowbrook “will 
facilitate an increase in foot traffic and 
spending activity to benefit neighbor-
ing businesses and property owners.” 
However, events could be used for the 
same purpose.
 Frequent events, throughout the 

year, will attract visitors from the 
Cleveland metropolitan area. These 
visitors explore the business district 
before and after an event and generate 
spending at local retail. The Cleveland 
Heights Master Plan recommends us-
ing events for this purpose. It states: 
“By promoting events in business 
districts and neighborhoods, the City 
and its partners can attract additional 
visitors and promote neighborhood 
pride. Business districts can use events 
thoughtfully to introduce visitors and 
draw people from outside the City. 
Business districts should develop a 
robust calendar of events to attract 
people. Events are helpful to busi-
nesses when they are smaller and more 
frequent. Smaller events encourage 
people to stroll through neighbor-
hoods and experience local stores.”
 Supporters of Cedarleepark.com 
propose using the vacant land at the 
corner of Meadowbrook and Lee as 
an event park for this purpose  The 
details can be viewed in the event park 
section of www.cedarleepark.com.

Robert Berger is manager of Cedarleepark.
com. He has been a resident of Cleveland 
Heights since 1986, and is a former career 
counselor who retired after 25 years of 
service at Cuyahoga Community College.

Online screenings of 
select films will continue!

Visit cia.edu/cinematheque for 
our film schedule and Covid protocols.

We’re baaaaaack!

Theatrical film screenings 
resume July 1! 

  clevelandcinematheque           

  clecinematheque           

  clecinematheque 

 

Cleveland Institute of Art
Cinematheque
11610 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland OH 44106
216.421.7450
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2021 Ron Register scholarship recipients announced
HeigHTS kiDS

Louisa Oliver

The Ron Register Scholarship Fund 
was created by the Black Caucus 
of Forest Hill Church in Cleveland 
Heights. It is designed to honor Ron 
Register’s leadership and commit-
ment to the CH-UH schools, where 
he served on the board, and as board 
president, for many years.The fund is 
supported by members of the church 
and the community.  
 This year, the selection com-
mittee is pleased to present the 2021 
Ron Register Scholarships to two 
outstanding Heights High graduates, 
Tait Manning and Asia’Lee Fair.
 Manning graduated with a 3.9 
grade-point average and will be at-
tending Howard University in the 
fall.
 In her application, she described 
her participation in marching band. 
Being chosen as the leader of the 
trumpet section in her junior year 
encouraged her to venture outside 
her comfort zone and become more 
confident. She built a team of mutu-
ally supportive band members out 
of freshmen just finding their way in 
high school.
 In addition to marching band, 
Manning’s school activities  included 
pep band, jazz combo, Link crew 
leader, and four years of varsity soft-
ball.  
 Manning is considering a future 
in journalism. An internship last 
summer provided her with the op-
portunity to research and write an 
article on an issue very important 

to her: rape culture in high schools. 
Manning views writing as “one of the 
most powerful tools to spread social 
awareness.” She expressed a clear goal 
in seeking a career in communica-
tions: to help people understand the 
truth.  
 Fair graduated with a weighted 
GPA of 4.1. She has been an active 
participant on the track team since 
middle school, and a team captain 
in high school. Her track coach 
and mentor described her as being 
“respected by her peers, teammates, 
opponents and coaches because she 
shows great integrity and class.”  
 In addition to taking AP courses 
and running track, Fair has worked 
part time and taken on many respon-
sibilities at home. She is a role model 
for her younger siblings.
 At Heights, Fair also participat-
ed in MSAN, the Minority Student 
Achievement Network, a national 
coalition of suburban and urban 
multiracial school districts dedicated 

to eliminating the achievement gap.
 In her socially conscious essay, 
she expressed her desire to create     
a program to educate young people 
about sexual assault and its serious 

repercussions.  
 Fair’s long-range goal is to be-
come an occupational therapist, and 
she is motivated to achieve and to 
help other people. Her first choice 
of college is Howard University.
 The scholarship fund welcomes 
support to enable it to continue 
honoring outstanding Heights High 
graduates. Donations in the form of 
checks should be made out, and sent, 
to Forest Hill Church, 3031 Monti-
cello Blvd., Cleveland Heights, 44118. 
(Please note “Ron Register Scholar-
ship Fund” in the check’s memo line.) 

Louisa Oliver is a member of the Ron Reg-
ister Scholarship Fund selection committee. 
Former director of Heights Parent Center 
before it became Family Connections, she 
is a 45-year resident of Cleveland Heights.

Tait Manning asia’Lee fair
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1495 Warrensville Center Rd. South Euclid, OH 44121 (216) 291 - 4000

Ramps l Stair Lifts l Bath Safety

Hospital Beds l Incontinence l Walkers
Lift Recliners l Wheelchairs l Scooters 

Buckeye Medical Supply

“Here to help since 1962”

Kids and teens ages 0-18 can earn free 
books, Ben & Jerry’s coupons, and more!

Adults can earn books and raffle tickets 
towards the grand prize drawing for a 
Kindle Fire HD!

Any kind of reading counts! Magazines, 
comic books, picture books, eBooks, 
audiobooks—if you read or listened to it, 
it counts!  

Sign up by visiting heightslibrary.
beanstack.org today! Or stop by  
any Heights Libraries location  
to learn more.

Teen Summer Reading

JUNE 1–AUG 31 • 2021
JUNE 1–AUG 31 • 2021

Preschool Summer Reading

School Age Summer Reading

Teen Summer Reading

JUNE 1–AUG 31 • 2021
JUNE 1–AUG 31 • 2021

Summer Reading 
is for Everyone!

Summer Reading 
is for Everyone!

PATIO NOW OPEN
reservations required

216-791-0918
Tuesday-Thursday

4-9PM
Friday-Saturday

5-10PM
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Safe. Happy. Not lonely anymore. That’s  

how Lillian Gattozzi describes her new life.

           

A former nurse that radiates kindness,  

Lillian grew up in Bainbridge and made  

the move to South Franklin Circle in 2019.  

Relishing the bustling activities in her new 

community, Lillian quickly joined in for  

social gatherings, exercise programs,  

and card groups with fellow residents.

“We go for walks, we talk, and I’m able to  

meet lovely people. The warm, caring staff  

is just icing on the cake.  I can’t begin to say 

how comforting that is,” says Lillian.

Read the full story at 
judsonsmartliving.org/blog

“ I’m so much happier  since I moved here. 
 I can’t imagine a better place.”

Judson Park  Cleveland Heights  |  Judson Manor  University Circle  |  South Franklin Circle  Chagrin Falls

       judsonsmartliving.org   |  216.350.0326

Bringing Community to Life
Lillian Gattozzi

LEI teens collaborate remotely to publish anthology
Eli Millettte

In early 2020, a group of teens 
gathered v irtua l ly, separated 
phy s ica l l y  but  u n ited  w it h 
one goal—publish writing by 
Northeast Ohio teens in Lake 
Erie Ink’s (LEI) fourth anthology 
of teen writing. Using online 
platforms such as Zoom, Google 
Docs, and even YouTube, the teen 
editors slowly started to turn their 
goal into a reality. A theme for 
the anthology emerged: “On the 
Other Side.”
 The editors share a passion for 
helping other teens tell their stories 
in their unique voices. LEI’s Teen 
Program Coordinator Cordelia 
Eddy oversaw the project. Under 
her guidance, the teen editorial 
board devised everything from 
submission guidelines and theme, 
to design, chapter sequence and 
organization—all while working 
remotely.  
 The editors collected more 
submissions this year than ever 

before, from more than 50 teen 
writers.
 Halle Preneta, who has been a 
part of the project for four years, 
as both a published author and an 
editor, believes this may be due 
in part to the pandemic. “People 
had more time on their hands, 
so they turned to writing and 
then they turned to submitting 
said writing because there wasn’t 

anything else they felt like they 
could do,” said Preneta. “The book 
is now bigger than any of the past 
three books Lake Erie Ink has 
published, which means more 
people’s writing is going out into 
the world and I love that!”
 Collecting submissions is only 
half of the job; editing a collection 
of work into one complete body is 
another challenge altogether, and 

a screenshot of Lake erie ink’s teen editorial board, led by Cordelia eddy, meeting virtually.
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one the editorial board met head 
on. 
 Eddy commented, “I have a 
strong memory of doing a final read 
and seeing the story that unfolded 
across the pieces based on the 
order in which [the editors] placed 
them. They showed meticulous 
attention to matching themes 
and moods, to turn the individual 
pieces into a larger whole.”
 Copies of the anthology are 
available for $12, at Appletree 
Books, Macs Backs, Loganberry 
Books and Lake Erie Ink (www.
lakeerieink.org).
 LEI is hosting a Zoom release 
party for the anthology, as part 
of Literary Cleveland’s Incubator 
event, on Thursday, July 22, at 7 
p.m. For information on the event, 
visit www.litcleveland.org.

E l i  M i l l e t t e  w o r k s  a s  t h e 
communications and outreach director 
at Lake Erie Ink. He lives in Cleveland 
Heights.

community conversations continued from page 4

 On Aug. 4, at 10 a.m., Future-
Heights will partner with the Mi-
nority Business Assistance Center 
at the Urban League of Greater 
Cleveland (MBAC) to host an 
online pre-certification workshop 
for women- and minority-owned 
businesses, veteran-friendly busi-
nesses, and socially and economi-
cally disadvantaged businesses. 
MBAC representatives and local 
business owners will share in-
formation about the benefits of 
obtaining certification, and county 
and state representatives will share 
information about opportunities 
for certified businesses. In ad-
dition, representatives from the 
cities of Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights will discuss 
resources available to business 
owners in their cities. For more 
information, or to register, visit 
https://tinyurl.com/2vjtds6j.
 Learn more about Future-
Heights, the community-devel-
opment corporation for Cleveland 
Heights, and its programs online at 
www.futureheights.org.

Sydney Chickos is the FutureHeights 
AmeriCorps Summer VISTA.
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mAy 18, 2021 — work session
Board members present were President James 
Posch, Dan Heintz, malia Lewis, Jodi Sourini 
and Beverly Wright. Also present were Super-
intendent Elizabeth Kirby and Treasurer Scott 
Gainer. 

CTE student support
Superintendent Kirby recommended adding a 
new position, coordinator of school technol-
ogy. The position has two key areas of focus: 
coordinated, focused support for Career and 
Technical Education (CTE), and additional 
professional development for CTE students. 
This action is consistent with the strategic plan 
goal to improve the graduation rate and pro-
mote post-graduate success. 

Social-emotional learning (SEL)
The SEL plan is intended to help students 
cope with daily challenges by implementing 
trauma-informed care. Kirby introduced seven 
counselors and social workers in the Educa-
tional Services Department. They presented 
a plan to support students through social-
emotional learning and to promote success 
using the post-secondary planning system. 
The plan meets Ohio Department of Educa-
tion standards and follows procedures in the 
Cleveland State University School Climate 
2021 document.
 Pre-assessment for the plan required 
engaging students, parents, and teachers to 
collect data concerning loss; anxiety due to 
on-screen requirements, or transitioning back 
to in-person instruction; feelings of being 
overwhelmed with options or technology; the 
need for additional resources; and training for 
teachers and staff.
 Using the pre-assessment data, social 
workers and counselors created trauma-
informed care plans and strategies specific 
to the needs of their buildings. All schools set 
aside time for faculty to discuss trauma. Coun-
selors hold classes with students to discuss be-
havioral and educational needs. Social work-
ers promote self-care. Students and families 
can be referred to community partners.
 The post-secondary planning system mea-
sures post-secondary success so the effective-
ness of district SEL interventions can be deter-
mined. Individual student growth plans have 
been developed for academic, health and 
social domains. The system is tailored to be 
specific to the school district. The Johns Hop-
kins University analyzed the surveys to ensure 
their validity.
 The superintendent said that the informa-
tion in the report was as important as district 
education metrics. In response to a ques-
tion about families in trauma, the panel said 
that more district families were experiencing 
homelessness, and chronic absenteeism has 
increased.
 Providing services or referrals to services 
is a component of the SEL plan. metroHealth 
has operated a clinic at the high school for 
several years. Last April, mobile clinics also 
served middle and elementary schools. 

Fair Schools Funding Plan
Jennifer Hogue, director of legislative ser-

vices for Ohio School Boards Association, dis-
cussed advocacy for the Fair Schools Funding 
Plan. She provided an overview of the bienni-
al budget process, and the timeline for a Sen-
ate substitute bill to HB110 as it moves through 
committee. Hogue warned that HB290 (the 
“Backpack Bill”) had been introduced and 
is a threat to HB110. It would make vouchers 
universal, so any Ohio child would be eligible 
for a voucher to cover part of private-school 
tuition. Hogue emphasized the need to con-
tact legislators in support of the Fair School’s 
Funding Plan.

LWV Observer: Rosemarie Fairman.

JUnE 8, 2021
Jodi Sourini was absent. All other board mem-
bers were present, as were the superintendent 
and treasurer.

Public comments
Two community members expressed concerns 
about the lack of racial diversity on the board.

2021–22 instructional model
Superintendent Kirby introduced the instruc-
tional model for next year. With the expecta-
tion that COVID will remain at bay, the school 
district will offer two instructional approaches: 
fully in-person, five days a week instruction; 
and fully remote instruction. The board ap-
proved the model for the 2021–22 school year.
 The board approved changes to the 
2021–22 school year calendar.

State school-funding plan
Kirby reviewed the differences between 
the Ohio House and Senate versions of the 
school-funding plans.
 Treasurer Gainer described school fund-
ing in the Senate version of the state biennial 
budget as “residual budgeting,” meaning the 
Senate allocates funding to schools with what 
is left over after other mandatory and priority 
budget items. The House version determines 
the costs of education and funds education ac-
cordingly.
 no monthly finance report was given, as 
a meeting later in June will be devoted to bud-
get. The district’s debt is being refinanced to 
take advantage of improved interest rates.

Board comments 
The board expressed a desire that all internal 
policies support transgender students’ rights 
to participate in sports. A board member also 
expressed the need to address critical race 
theory in the future.

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.

Documents for all board meetings can be ac-
cessed at www.chuh.org/BoardofEducation.
aspx. Go to “BoardDocs” in the left menu; 
then “MEETINGS” in the top menu; click on 
“Agenda.” Board meetings are livestreamed 
on the district’s YouTube channel (www.you-
tube.com/CHUHSchools) and recorded for 
later viewing.

Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Board of Education 
meeting highlights

HeigHTS SCHOOLS

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106 
(216) 932-5815 • www.stpauls-church.org

The Episcopal Church welcomes you!
Worship Services at 7:45, 9:00, & 11:15 a.m.

Independence Day Carillon Concert
Sunday, July 4, 6 p.m.

Ice Cream Social
Friday, July 9, 6:30 p.m.

Bluegrass Band Eucharist
Sunday, July 11, 9 a.m.

Outdoor Movie Night
Friday, July 30, 9 p.m.

University Heights Symphonic Band
Thursday, August 5, 7 p.m.

For more details and events visit: 
stpauls-church.org/summer2021

Summer @ St. Paul’s

2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm 

boltandspool.com

fabric · patterns · ribbon · stitch parties

Heights High’s Maple Buescher 
named U.S. Presidential Scholar
Cathan Cavanaugh

As a Heights 
H i g h  s e -
nior, Maple 
B u e s c h e r 
was named 
a 2021 U.S. 
P r e s i d e n -
tial Scholar. 
She was one 
of 161 high 
s c ho o l  s e -

niors in the country, and one of three 
in Ohio, to receive the award. U.S. 
Secretary of Education Miguel Car-
dona announced the names of the 
scholars on May 13.
 Each year, the White House Com-
mission on Presidential Scholars selects 
the students “based on their academic 
success, artistic and technical excel-
lence, essays, school evaluations and 
transcripts, as well as evidence of com-
munity service, leadership and demon-
strated commitment to high ideals.”
 “I am thrilled that Maple has 
received this great honor. She has 
always been committed to education, 
serving her community and learning 
as much as she can about the world,” 
said CH-UH City School District Su-
perintendent Elizabeth Kirby. “Maple 
has a bright future ahead of her, and 
Tiger Nation will always be proud of 
her accomplishments!”
 Buescher a lso was named a 

National Merit Scholarship Finalist 
in February, and an AP Scholar in 
October 2020.
 Candidates for the Presidential 
Scholars program were able to nomi-
nate a particularly influential teacher 
for the program’s Distinguished 
Teachers list. Buescher nominated 
Matthew Meister, social studies 
teacher at Heights High.
 A complete list of 2021 U.S. Presiden-
tial Scholars is online at www.ed.gov/psp.

Cathan Cavanaugh is the supervisor 
of communications for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District.

Maple Buescher
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• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

 www.ustonroof.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA
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mAy 17, 2021
Board members present were President Dana 
Fluellen, Vice President Gabe Crenshaw, Patti 
Carlyle (who left early), max Gerboc, Annette 
Iwamoto, Tyler mcTeague and Vikas Turakhia. 

Financial and investment report
Total cash balance across the operating ac-
counts, Bauer Fund accounts, and investment 
accounts was $21,639,573.09.

Board resolutions
•  Transfer of $4 million from the general fund to 

the building and repair fund.
•  Approval of tax budget revenue for 2022 in 

the amount of $11,442,175 for the general 
fund.

•  Contract to install touchless entry doors to rest-
rooms in the Lee Road branch and the HKIC.

•  Relocation of furniture from the local history 
room to the second floor in the Lee Road 
branch.

•  Authorization of a new investment account 
with the Government Insured Deposit Program 
with an initial interest rate of 0.10 percent.

•  Approval to advertise for qualifications for 
contractors for Coventry branch upgrades.

•  Creation of two new staff positions: security 
officer and technology trainer.

•  Hiring of a landscape architect to help plan 
improvements and repairs to Coventry PEACE 
Park.

Director’s report
•  Noble Presbyterian Church is now library 

property.
•  Youth Services Task Force will make recom-

mendations on Dr. Seuss books that have 
been withdrawn from publication.

•  New library protocols will be developed 
when COVID health orders are rescinded.

•  The library continues to advocate for remov-
al of the business-district curfew law.

Public service report
•  Spring local history series began with three 

programs in April.
•  Spring public programs, including Tai Chi, 

storytime and family events, have debuted 
in Coventry PEACE Park.

•  Adult Librarian Steve Sanders attended the 
fourth anniversary celebration of the Bhu-
tanese Community of Greater Cleveland, 
where the library was awarded a certificate 
of appreciation.

•  Twenty-one preschool classes joined regu-
lar Zoom storytimes on Wednesdays. 

LWV Observer: Elizabeth M. Tracy. 

Library board meetings are livestreamed, 
recorded, and available on YouTube on the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights Public 
Library Channel: www.youtube.com/channel/
UCMiWVeT7atVy0_sPmdUUf6A.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Public Library Board    
meeting highlights

Heights Libraries seeks public input 
on PEACE Park improvements
Sheryl Banks

Heights Libraries is taking steps to 
ensure that the Heights Libraries 
PEACE Park remains an accessible, 
fun and useful public resource for 
the community.
 The l ibrary has contracted 
with landscape architects Andrew 
Sargeant and Jim McKnight, at 
$9,000 each, to prepare sketches 
and develop an overall plan for the 
property, including cost estimates. 
They will also coordinate and gather 
public input about the park through 
three separate public events.
 “Our PEACE Park is popular, 
and well loved, so we’re hoping we 
get plenty of input from our com-
munity so we can improve it, and 
make it an even better public asset 
for all,” said Nancy Levin, Heights 
Libraries director.
 The first event, the Coventry 
PEACE Park Design Jam, took 
place on June 27. It encouraged 
community members to visit five 
stations and engage in activities to 
help Sargeant and McKnight deter-
mine what the community wants 
from the popular public space. The 
two architects will use the feedback 
they gathered at the event to inform 
their park designs.
 The second event, planned for 
Saturday, July 24, 1–4 p.m., will be 
an open house at the Coventry Vil-

lage Library, 1925 Coventry Road, 
where Sargeant and McKnight will 
display preliminary design propos-
als and answer questions from the 
community about the potential 
designs.
 The third event will take place 
on Monday, Sept. 20, 7:30 p.m., at 
the Coventry Village Library, af-
ter the library’s board of trustees’ 
meeting. Sargeant and McKnight 
will present final plans for the park, 
which could include an accessible 
playground, a walking storybook 
loop, an amphitheater and outdoor 
seating areas. 
 Fundraising for the project will 
be necessary before any construc-
tion can begin. It will be handled by 
the nonprofit Fund for the Future 
of Heights Libraries.
 Since 2018 ,  when Heights 
Libraries obtained the park from 
the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District, the 
library has made small improve-
ments, such as new trash cans and 
regular trash pickup; repair of the 
existing playground; new concrete 
walkways and pads for benches; a 
bicycle repair station; and parking 
lot upgrades, including better light-
ing.

Sheryl Banks is the communications 
manager for the Cleveland Heights-Uni-
versity Heights Public Library System.

LEARN MORE.  GET INVOLVED.  WWW.VOTEDANFORTH.COM

Paid for by Friends of Barbara Danforth

✓	Leadership, vision and experience we need.

✓	Committed to our neighborhoods, strengthening 
safety forces and city services.  

✓	Proven experience managing organizations, 
protecting families and expanding opportunities.

A vibrant future starts with bold new vison
and leadership. Cleveland Heights’ first

mayor must be ready on day one.

BARBARA DANFORTH HAS THE
PROVEN EXPERIENCE TO GET IT DONE. 

Experience Matters.

WHEN YOU VOTE IN THE PRIMARY ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH
(early voting starts Tuesday, August 17th), VOTE.. .
BARBARA DANFORTH  for Mayor

215
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Free cigar-box guitar workshop 
is open to middle-schoolers

Friends of Cain Park celebrates 30 years

Don McBride

The Noble Cigar Box Guitar Project 
is offering a free summer Cigar 
Box Guitar workshop for middle-
schoolers.
 Many practitioners say that the 
first rule of cigar-box guitars is that 
there are no rules. Cigar-box guitars 
are versatile. They incorporate a range 
of materials, including cigar boxes and 
cookie tins as bodies, and paint-can 
lids or pie plates as resonators. They 
suit a range of musical styles, from 
rock and blues to jazz and folk. In the 
hands of creative people, cigar-box 

Lisa Manzari

Since 1991, Friends of Cain Park 
(FCP) has donated nearly $200,000 
in support of artists, actors, musicians 
and programming at Cain Park.
 This year brings a shorter season 
and limited seating to Cain Park’s 
2021 programming. FCP members 
will receive early access, special 
seating, and reduced ticket prices 
to performances at the Evans 
Ampitheater (with some restrictions 
for Tri-C Jazz Fest and Multi-Music 
Fest). Memberships can be purchased 
at FCP’s booth at the Cain Park Arts 
Festival, July 9–11, or online at www.
friendsofcainpark.com.    
  “The vision of our founder, 
Chessie Bleick, was to raise funds 
and awareness of Cain Park so that 
everyone could enjoy our local gem,” 
said Molly McGuigan, president of 
the board of directors of FCP. “We 
are in full swing this year, with a 
new website and added membership 

guitars demonstrate how successfully 
commonplace, throw-away objects 
can be re-purposed into impressive 
musical instruments.   
 The workshop consists of four 
sessions, Aug. 2–5, 1:30–3:00 p.m., 
at Disciples Christian Church, 3663 
Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights.
 Participants will build their own 
three-string cigar-box guitars from a 
kit that will be provided. They’ll learn 
how a guitar makes music, the basics 
of playing the guitar, and where cigar- 
box guitars came from. At the end of 
the workshop, participants will take 
home the guitars they built.
 For additional information, visit 
www.noblecigarboxguitarproject.com. 
Registration is required and space is 
limited.
 The Noble Cigar Box Guitar 
Project is a collaboration between 
Hum & Strum (Cleveland Heights 
Senior Center) and Noble Neighbors, 
a nd is  pa r t ia l ly  f unded by a 
FutureHeights Neighborhood Mini-
Grant. 

Don McBride, a 40-year Cleveland 
Heights resident, is part of the Noble Cigar 
Box Guitar Project, and is a member of 
Hum & Strum and Noble Neighbors.

benefits.” 
 FCP is an all-volunteer, nonprofit 
membership organization that 
sponsors family programming, cash 
artist prizes for participants in the 
annual arts festival, and stipends 
to actors performing at the Alma 
Theater.
 FCP also awards scholarships to 
Heights High students pursuing an 
education in the arts.
 “We are so excited for the 
incredible performances coming this 
summer, and hope our membership is 
stronger than ever to mark our 30th 
anniversary,” said McGuigan. 
 To find out more about FCP, 
purchase a legacy brick, or become a 
member, visit www.friendsofcainpark.
com. 

Lisa Manzari, a 15-year resident of 
Cleveland Heights, is a Friends of Cain 
Park board member.

Cleveland Institute of Art
Reinberger Gallery
11610 Euclid Avenue

Gallery Summer Hours
Mon–Thu: 10am–5pm

Fri: 10am–2pm

 cia.edu/exhibitions |  ciaalumni2021.com

2021 Alumni Exhibition
Through August 13

Need affordable Medicare 
that’s in step with your life?

This is an advertisement. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and 
product availability varies by state. 

Choosing the right Medicare coverage can 
be confusing.
I can help you find a plan 
that’s right for YOU  
and YOUR BUDGET.

Call today for personalized service!
(216) 375-5902

Kathy Carvin
Licensed Insurance Agent 

Kathy Carvin 
Licensed Insurance Agent

This is an advertisement. 

Not all agents are licensed 

to sell all products. Service 

and product availability 

varies by state.  

46275-HM-0920

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and  
business insurance needs 

www.KellerNational.com

An independent agent 
Dedicated to your unique needs

3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216-965-0646 Call Jared Lavender

    
Our cafe is open again for indoor dining! 
Come in and join us, or dine on our patio. 
stone-oven.com • 216.932.3003
2267 Lee Rd • Cleveland Heights • 44118 

T H E

INDOOR 
DINING
IS BACK !

The workshop will provide middle-schoolers with 
the means to make their own cigar-box guitars.
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Eileen McKeon
216.233.6726

EileenMcKeon@HowardHanna.com
Cleveland Heights Office
TheMcKeonGroup.com

2020 year in review

list to
sale price

99%

list to
buy price

97%
Calm.

Trustworthy.
Strategic.“

“

homes
sold 72

total
sales

volume
$18
million

37 sellers
35 buyers

average
days from
list to close 29

Student describes StudioCat’s 
Homeschool Art Exhibition

On May 21, StudioCat at artful 
held a homeschool art exhibi-
tion. The exhibitors ranged in 
age from elementary school to 
high school, and their original 
works included landscapes 
and portraits, and 2-D and 
3-D pieces. Most of those who 
participated have attended 
StudioCat’s homeschool classes. 
Logan fribley, a 15-year-old 
homeschool student, spoke with 
two other exhibitors about their 
work: “When i asked Chiara 
koonce what she found valu-
able about submitting art to the 
exhibition, she replied, ‘i find 
it valuable seeing other art-
ists’ work in person, instead of 
seeing it on social media.’ She 
added that, in Jacqui Brown’s 
summer program, she learned 
how to use a palette knife, and 
now she uses it regularly. kate 
Porter said that it was rewarding 
to submit a piece of art to the 
exhibit because she had the op-
portunity to ‘meet new people, 
and talk to them about their art, 
and where they got their inspira-
tion.’ i also asked her why she 
submitted pieces to the exhibit, 
and she answered, ‘i wanted to 
showcase my updated skills in 
landscape paintings.’”
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Chiara koonce with her work.

Some of StudioCat’s Homeschool art ex-
hibit artists, with their work.

The best  
vacation spot  
for your mind.
24 pages of humor, politics and fun.  
Subscribe now!   
$28 for 12 monthly issues. 

Call 216.371.8600 x hot or go to funnytimes.com
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HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor  
of the  

Lee Road Branch 

Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books,     
DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale     

Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!    
www.friendsheightslibraries.org 

All proceeds  
support the library 

* Vivian Vail * 
Certified, with Reading Endorsement 

 

TEACHER/TUTOR 

Build Confidence  -  Enjoy Learning 
Pre-K - 5th Grade 

Your home or library  

vivianvail001@gmail.com  
216.224.8789 

 Gutter Cleaning 
 Power Washing 
 Downspout Snaking 
 

              Amen! 

Reasonable Rates    
 

    FREE ESTIMATES 
CALL TODAY !! 

(216) 308-1086  

CLaSSifieDS

 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round 
Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal 

Feeding • Oak Wilt Treatment 

(216) 486-5551 
We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

Member:  
National Arborist Assn. • TCIA • ISA 

 Free Estimates Fully Insured 

 

SAME DAY 
Mobile Battery Replacement 

440-571-4969 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Iyengar Yoga
Stability • Vitality • Clarity

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & 
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting




Housing code violations

Wallpaper removal 
Plaster repairs

*** 10% off interior projects
 December through March!

We are bonded, insured, and maintain 
an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

7 Days 9 a.m.– 8 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS 

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

 Gold / Sterling Silver 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Bronze Figures
 Men’s Wristwatches 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC. 
For all your electrical needs 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

(440) 840-8941 
Ask for Steve               License #48370 

“Reliable electrical service and repair”  

 
MJM  Window 

Restoration 

Keep your historic windows 
and save thousands! 

Sticky windows Weather Stripping 
Broken ropes Cracked Glass 

We’ll make them work like new! 

        (216) 321-7729 
mjmwindowrestoration.com 
     ✴  30 years in the Heights  ✴  

Gutter Guru 
Professional Gutter Cleaning 

Local Cleveland Heights Business 

Brooks Jones III 

216-543-4113  (mobile) 

bmj386@gmail.com 

  

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month

NOBLE NEIGHBORS continued from page 12

doing these things if they weren’t  
fun! 
 The vast majority of our sup-
port is from volunteers’ time, en-
ergy and sweat. We are enthusiastic 
about promoting our neighbor-
hood, meeting new neighbors, and 
having a favorable effect on those 
with whom we interact.
 We want the Noble Neighbor-
hood to continue to be a nice, safe 
and attractive place to live and raise 
a family. But we couldn’t do all of 
these things without the help, co-
operation, and sometimes financial 
support of the city of Cleveland 

Heights, Heights Libraries, Future-
Heights, and other donors to whom 
we are very grateful. Thank you to 
everyone for your support! If you 
live, work or are otherwise inter-
ested in the Noble neighborhood, 
visit us at www.nobleneighbors.com, 
and find us on Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter. 

Craig Hoffman is a Cleveland Heights 
resident and member of Noble Neigh-
bors. He wrote this in cooperation with 
Noble Neighbor volunteers Patricia 
Brim, Jeanette Carr, Marlene Rink 
and Larry Shaw.

and love for Cleveland Heights in-
spired me, in addition to giving me 
ideas I could apply to my concept 
and help them with theirs.”
 Donna Johnson, a 2019 par-
ticipant, said, “Participating in 
the FutureHeights leadership 
program was the perfect resource 
to help me rally and engage my 
neighbors.”
 The program takes an assets-
based community-development ap-
proach, which means that it seeks to 
build on a neighborhood’s strengths. 
 “We have several principles 
that guide the program,” said Mark 
Chupp, an assistant professor at 
Case Western Reserve University’s 
Mandel School of Applied Social 
Sciences and member of the FH 
Civic Engagement Committee, 
which developed the sessions. “We 
believe that institutions lead best 
by stepping back and supporting 
residents and voluntary groups, 
and that everyday people have the 
power to do extraordinary things 
right where they live.”
 The program is funded by the 
city of Cleveland Heights through 
a Community Development Block 
Grant and by individual contribu-

tions to FutureHeights.
 The 2021 workshop series will 
take place on Sunday afternoons, 
3–6 p.m., on Sept. 9, Oct. 3, Oct. 17, 
and Nov. 14, at the FutureHeights 
offices, 2843 Washington Blvd.
 Topics are Individual Leader-
ship; Asset-Based Community De-
velopment; Planning Your Project; 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion; 
Policy & Advocacy; Learning the 
History of Cleveland Heights and 
Your Neighborhood; Leveraging 
Community Resources; and Build-
ing Community. 
 All Cleveland Heights resi-
dents are encouraged to apply; 
free childcare is provided during 
sessions.
 Applications are due by Aug. 
31, at 5 p.m. The simple, two-page 
application can be found at www.
futureheights.org/programs/communi-
ty-building-programs. 
 For additional information, 
contact Sruti Baz, director of 
community-building programs 
at 216-320-1423 or sbasu@future-
heights.org.

Sydney Chickos is the AmeriCorps 
Summer Vista at FutureHeights.

applications continued from page 11
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HeigHTS aRTS

You’ll miss ‘em
when they’re gone
We’re great at removing trees—and even 
better at keeping them healthy & beautiful   

24/7 Emergency Services
Free Estimates

Full Residential Services

ISA Certified
Arborist

#OH-6536A

since 2001

Pruning 
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems
Disease Identification

Immunization 
Stump Grinding 
Tree Removal 
Yard Expansion & more ...

440-463-7379
RipleyTreeService.com
info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com

Some constructive criticism
SOngS anD 
STORieS

that one, an older woman lived alone 
in one half, and Mr. and Mrs. O’Neil 
lived in the other half—with their 
15 kids. I just did the math: That’s 
17 people in one half of the house. 
Plus, Mrs. O’Neil baby-sat other kids 
every day as well. She told me that it 
didn’t matter; a few more kids was not 
significant.
 A lot of noise emanated from that 
house. A great deal of activity: The 
constant thumping of basketballs on 
the driveway. Some kid crying, pretty 
much all of the time. Yelling in play. 
Yelling in argument. Non-stop Hot 
Wheels and wagons and toy cars and 
trucks. Baseball cards stuck onto 
bike frames to become “motors” in 
between spokes. And just the normal 
conversation of a bunch of kids.
 Then Mr. O’Neil would come 
home from work. I assume he would 
eat a quick dinner, because very soon 
he’d head outside to walk. And walk. 
Every day. He walked all over the 
neighborhood. And he kept walking 
until after dark. Then I guess he went 
to bed. I would see him walking ev-
erywhere. And I would see him at any 
construction project around. Most 
were not in motion by the time he ar-
rived, but he could still take account 
of their progress. I could understand 
his motivation, but I laughed at him, 
anyway. Because I was young and I 
didn’t get it.
 I remember another old guy, too. 
There were a lot of old guys walking 
around, but I recall some specifically. 

There are four different big con-
struction projects happening with-
in a few blocks of my house. I usu-
ally pass at least one of them on my 
walks. And I usually stop and watch 
for a while.
 It has recently occurred to me 
that, to passing motorists and pedes-
trians, I probably look like the old 
guys I used to secretly laugh at when 
I was younger, who used to stop and 
watch construction happening.
 I remember some of them 
specifically. Like Mr. O’Neil (or a 
similar Irish name). I lived in a side-
by-side duplex on Derbyshire, near 
Lee. The house was within sight of 
Heights High—which, by the way, 
is why I thought it was somewhat 
suspicious when my Heights High 
10th reunion committee listed me 
as “unable to locate” in its program 
book (especially when my parents’ 
phone number hadn’t changed since 
I had been in high school). But that 
probably says more about me than 
about them. They, obviously, were 
not anxious to find me. And, hon-
estly, I couldn’t blame them.
 But, anyway, I lived in this du-
plex, with a few friends in each half 
of the house. Next door to our house 
was another side-by-side duplex. In 

I remember this one because, first, 
he was someone else who walked 
everywhere in his neighborhood, 
constantly, but mostly because of 
something my daughter said. She was 
six years old, and we carpooled with 
another family from her school—me 
in the morning and the mother of the 
other family in the afternoon.
 One morning, my two kids and I 
pulled into the other family’s drive-
way and their two kids got in the car. 
While they were connecting their 
seat belts, I saw this old man come 
out of the front door of the next 
house. “Oh—that’s where he lives,” 
I said. My daughter looked at him 
and asked, “Is he one of those lesbian 
people?”
 The other three kids, all older 
than my daughter, sat in stunned 
silence, while I tried to figure out 
what she might have meant. I suc-
ceeded. I thought about that house 
and who lived there, and, finally, said, 
“Do you mean Lebanese?” She said, 
“Yeah—whatever.”
 So, all these old guys—those two 
and many others I used to see when 
I was young—would walk all over, 
all the time, and stop at every con-
struction site, large or small. They’d 
look up. They’d look down. They’d 
look at the machines. They’d look at 
the tools, the construction workers, 
the piles of rubble and construction 
materials. And when I was younger, 
I thought they were funny. I’d shake 
my head and snicker. Look at this old 

guy. I figured they were killing time 
looking at this boring stuff because 
they had nothing better to do.
 But now I do it myself. But, of 
course, it’s different. I mean, I’m 
out walking, anyway—you know, 
for health. And, the thing is, these 
projects are happening right in my 
neighborhood, so, naturally, I’m 
interested in what’s happening 
around me. And I’m also fascinated 
by the construction process—it’s 
educational, seeing a plot of land 
go from a big hole in the ground to 
a whole house or building.  
 So, in my case, it’s . . . Oh, 
wait—now that I think of it, maybe 
they were, too . . . all of those 
things.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the 
former editor of Cleveland Magazine 
and Northern Ohio Live, an author, and 
a professional musician and comedian. 
His writing focuses on the arts and, 
especially, pop-music history.

This is a picture of me watching some con-
struction near my house a couple of months 
ago. it’s hard to see me, though, because 
of where i’m standing, which is behind the 
camera. 
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