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Ohio historical marker unveiled at Curtis-Preyer house

Members of Cleveland Heights Historical Society; the Wheeler family, who currently own the house; 
and community members attended an unveiling ceremony on Oct. 23. 

John Wheeler 

Cleveland Heights’ Curtis-Preyer 
Stone House, at 14299 Superior 
Road, received the city’s first 
historical marker from the Ohio 
History Connection.
 Constructed of Berea sand-
stone found on the property, the 
house was built sometime between 
1820 and 1835, making it the earliest 
existing structure so far identified 
in Cleveland Heights, and a valu-
able link to the city’s early history.
 The home takes its name from 
the Curtis and Preyer families who 
were early residents in the area.
 The Curtis family bought 
property in “Turkey Knob” and har-
nessed power from Dugway Creek 
for a cider and grist mill. They sold 
quarried stone and felled timber. 
The house was built of 18-inch 
stone walls, with a roof of ax-hewn 
tree timbers.

 The Preyer family, German 
immigrants, moved to the area 
in 1864 and established the Lake 
View wine farm. The creek-side 

settlement grew to include a gen-
eral store, post office, cobbler, 
smithies, churches, a school, and 

Show some love for local businesses with 
Best of the Heights

Applications open for 
spring Neighborhood 
Leadership series

Sarah Wolf

On the heels of the fall 2021 round 
of the FutureHeights Neighborhood 
Leadership workshop Series, the pro-
gram returns to its regularly scheduled 
spot on the spring calendar. 
 This program is ideal for any 
Cleveland Heights resident who is 
looking for a way to get more involved 
in the community, or who has an idea 
for a neighborhood-based project and 
is seeking to build skills to help bring 
an idea to life.  
 workshop participants explore 
topics that include individual leader-
ship, strengths-based approaches to 
community-based work, and how to 
gather information about a neighbor-
hood to better understand its history. 
They also learn how to access data 
and craft narratives to enable them to 
find funding, to help make their dream 
neighborhood projects come to life.
 Guest speakers with expertise in 
such topics, as well as community lead-
ers, share their knowledge, wisdom 
and experience with the group. 
 The five-session series will take 
place on Sundays, 3–6 p.m., on March 
6, March 20, April 10, April 24, and 
May 15. The sessions are held at the 
FutureHeights offices at Coventry 
PEACE Campus, 2843 Washington 
Blvd.
 Thanks to the support of Com-
munity Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funding from the city, this 
program is free to any Cleveland 
Heights resident.

continued on page 2

Noble Neighbors reflects on eight years of advocacy
Susan Sanders and Brenda H May 

Noble Neighbors (www.nobleneigh-
bors.com) is celebrating its eighth 
year of advocacy for the neighbor-
hoods along Noble Road. In 2021, 
another year marked by adaptation 
and creativity, Noble Neighbors 
found ways to gather and serve 
the community, while maintaining 
COVID protocols.
 The new mini-park at Noble 
and Roanoke roads—developed 
as a gift to the community by Barb 
Sosnowski, Laura Marks and oth- continued on page 9

ers—served as the site of various 
community activities.

 In January, instead of holding 
A workday at Delmore Community Orchard.

continued on page 8

continued on page 6
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Sarah Wolf 

Beginning Jan. 1, Heights residents 
can show their appreciation for lo-
cally owned, independent businesses 
by voting for their favorites in the Fu-
tureHeights 2022 Best of the Heights 
Awards contest.
 To help support Heights businesses 
during this challenging time, future-
Heights will create four prize packages 
by purchasing gift certificates from lo-
cal businesses, and each ballot will be 
entered for a chance to win one of the 
packages.
 “Our local businesses make the 
Heights a great place to live,” said Dean-
na Bremer Fisher, executive director of 
FutureHeights. “The global pandemic 
has brought unprecedented challenges 
to local businesses, and yet many of 
them have been resourceful and innova-
tive. Their individual personalities and 
unique products and services add to the 
diversity and vitality of our community. 
We want to see them not just survive, 
but thrive, and it’s important for the 
community to show their support.”

 Since 2005, 
FutureHeights—a 
nonprofit commu-
nity development 
co r p o r a t i o n —
has conducted 
the Best of the 
Heights Awards to recognize the unique 
attributes of Heights businesses, and 
their contributions to the local economy.
 Each year, residents cast their votes 
for their favorite businesses by nomi-
nating them for an award in a variety 
of categories. All Cleveland Heights 
and University Heights businesses are 
eligible to be nominated.
 This year’s ballot includes popular 
categories from previous years, as well 
as new categories that recognize the 
innovation and perseverance of local 
entrepreneurs, such as Best “Made-
It-Easy” Online Ordering and Best 
Pandemic-Safe Dining.
 Residents are encouraged to vote 
online at www.futureheights.org/boh2022, 
or by using the paper ballot inside the 
January and February print issues of the 
Heights Observer. Voting will conclude 
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not a conven-
tional newspaper; it is a nonprofit 
publication for residents of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights.
 The Heights Observer has no writ-
ing staff; it is written by you—the 
readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want 
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights 
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to 
contribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Observ-
er? If so, please write it on your own, or 
with friends, neighbors or colleagues. 
Our volunteer editors will make sure 
it’s ready to publish, and contact you 
with any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click on 
“Member Center” at the left.

    For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 or 
e-mail info@futureheights.org.
 Articles to be considered for the 
February issue must be submitted by 
Jan. 10. We publish some articles online 
only. We also publish an e-newsletter 
each Tuesday.

A debrief of CH council candidates identifies city’s top issues
Tony Cuda

There were 13 candidates running for 
Cleveland Heights City Council in 
2021. Because most went door to door, 
and attended block parties and other 
civic events, I thought it might be 
instructive for us to get together and 
share our experiences in talking with 
residents. Maybe we could identify 
common issues/solutions, and share 
that information with our new mayor 
and city council.
 Seven of the 13 candidates filled 
out a questionnaire, and five of us 
spoke via Zoom to expound on what 
we learned. What follows is a sum-
mary of the written and discussion re-
sponses from city council candidates 
Lee Barbee, Craig Cobb, Tony Cuda, 
Garry Kanter, Robert Koonce, Josie 
Moore and James Williams.
 The top four issues that emerged 
in the candidates’ responses are: hous-
ing, taxes (tied for second), crime/traf-
fic violations (tied for second), lack of 
responsiveness from council and the 
city.
 Housing: There are myriad is-
sues we must address in this neglected 
sector of our government. First, coun-
cil must make housing a priority by 
separating it from the Public Safety and 
Health Committee. Council should uti-
lize the expertise of our community by 

empaneling a citizen advisory commit-
tee on housing to counsel our elected 
officials. We also need to overhaul our 
housing code, hire more housing staff, 
and complete the Novak Report rec-
ommendations. Vacant and abandoned 
houses must be prioritized! There are 
also many programs to help homeown-
ers bring their properties up to code. 
we must connect more residents to 
these programs.
 Taxes: High taxes are a com-
mon complaint. We need to expand 
our population by both building new 
housing and filling vacant and aban-
doned properties with new residents. 
This will stimulate other economic 
development and ease the tax bur-
den on the rest of us. We also need 
to educate our taxpayers on how our 
tax system works; there were many 
misconceptions. Many residents said 
they would not mind paying the taxes 
if city services were better.
 Crime: Crime is both a per-
ceived and real problem. Crime is up 
the past two years, but it is up all over 
the county and country. Before CO-
VID, crime was down. The city needs 
to better communicate its successes 
when crime is down, and/or when 
crimes are solved. The city must also 
address speeding and the running 
of stop signs. This was a common 
complaint from all over Cleveland 

Heights. Cameras at intersections, 
speed bumps, and other traffic calm-
ing measures were suggested.
 Other issues: James Williams 
said he felt that our city needs broad-
band to help modernize and bring 
equity to neglected neighborhoods. 
Craig Cobb said he believes that 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funds may be able to be used to 
bolster our city’s budget shortfall. 
Lee Barbee and Garry Kanter said 
the city needs to listen to citizens 
regarding Cedar-Meadowbrook-Lee 
and build a park.
 There are many issues confront-
ing Cleveland Heights. Prioritizing 
what to do and when to do it is always 
a difficult task. Going door to door 
and listening to what the voters are 
saying is a great place to start making 
those decisions. So, I will send this 
information to our newly elected of-
ficials to see if we can work together 
on the various housing issues, bol-
stering our tax base, and decreasing 
crime.
 A big thank you to the candi-
dates who participated, and to all of 
you who took the time to share your 
concerns with us. 

Tony Cuda is a longtime Cleveland 
Heights resident who was elected to CH 
City Council on Nov. 2, 2021.

 Residents interested in learn-
ing more about the workshop series 
are invited to attend one of several 
upcoming information sessions, to 
be held via Zoom, at 4 p.m., on Jan. 
5, Jan. 19, Feb. 2, and Feb. 16. Pre-
registration for a session is requested.
 To register for one of the info 
sessions, and to access the application 
for the workshop series, visit www.
futureheights.org/programs/community-
building-programs.
 Those not able to attend one 
of the pre-scheduled info sessions 
should send an e-mail to swolf@
futureheights.org, or call the Fu-
tureHeights office, 216-320-1423, to 
schedule an alternative time. 
 Applications to participate are 
due by Feb. 18, at midnight.

Sarah Wolf is the community-building 
programs manager at FutureHeights.

leadership continued from page 1

Facilitator nicole Thomas works with the 2021 Leadership cohort.
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do you like the     Heights Observer?
 
Your donation helps to keep it coming

The Observer is published as a non-profit project. 

All proceeds are returned to the community  
through programming by FutureHeights.

Your donation is tax-deductible and helps sustain  
the Observer and other important projects.

donate now by joining FutureHeights  
at bit.ly/observer-backer

 

 
Published by 

Going shopping?  
 
Here are 4 reasons to buy 
from local small businesses: 
 

1. They’re part of the 
community’s character 

2. They recirculate more of 
your money locally 

3. They support local causes 
and institutions 

4. If you don’t support them 
now, they may not be 
around later 
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Your plumber, your neighbor
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

•  Experts in old  
homes

•   Water tanks &  
heating systems

•  Eco-friendly  
updates

•  Fully trained, licensed,  
bonded & insured

• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300
herbsplumbingandheating.com

Residential Food Scrap
Composting 

• Weekly service
• Bucket provided with full swap
• 24-hour member support
• Free Soil Yearly
• Workshop and Tilth Soil Discounts

$30/moCurbside Pick-Up ................

www.rustbeltriders.com 
216-800-4651 Ext. 2

 

 Save $40 with discount code
HEIGHTS*40

 

Pavers & Remodelers 
Honest & Fair 

Free 

estimates 

WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD 
 

216.397.6349 
class1pavers.com 

ROOFS: House & Garage 
                Flats, Repairs 
Kitchens & Baths 

Summer Ruffing It!
SUMMER CAMPS FOR AGES 18 MONTHS - GRADE 8

June 20 - July 29, 2022
For more information go to ruffingmontessori.net or call 216.321.7571

3380 FAIRMOUNT BOULEVARD, CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118  

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 

Late in 2021 the Cleveland 
Heights Green Team mounted 
an enthusiastic and effective 
post-election campaign to keep 
political yard signs out of landfills.
 Residents deposited almost 
1,500 placards at designated col-
lection points around the city. 
(Thanks to Dave’s, Zagara’s, Save-
A-Lot and the Coventry Library!) 
 The Green Team then col-
lected the signs, sorted them, 
and offered them to candidates 
for re-use in future campaigns—
brilliant! The four who chose to 
retrieve their signs were Mario 
Clopton-Zymler, Tony Cuda, 
Josie Moore and Kahlil Seren. 
Members of the Green Team 
delivered the unclaimed signs to 
the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste 
District for recycling.
 But here’s the rub: while the 
metal frames are fully recyclable, 
only a tiny amount of plastic col-
lected for recycling ever actually 
is recycled. With only a miniscule 
market for recycled plastics, most 
of it winds up in landfills anyway. 
Reusing plastic items, including 
yard signs, is far healthier for the 
planet than discarding them.
 Even better would be a wide-
spread change to sturdy, recyclable 
cardboard signs. Melody Joy Hart, 
Craig Cobb and Josie Moore all 
chose that material for their 2021 
campaigns. We displayed some of 
these signs on our lawns, and can 
vouch for their durability; they 
held up well through the election 
season, and can easily be reused 
at least once more before being 
recycled.   
 Yard signs represent a siz-
able expense for local campaigns. 
Belated kudos to Mary Dunbar, 
former Cleveland Heights coun-
cil member, who collected and 
reused her signs through four 
campaigns! Of course, this re-
quires planning, which is why we 
bring it up now.
 Cleveland Heights City Coun-
cil members will appoint a replace-
ment for Kahlil Seren after he is 
sworn in as mayor. Per the charter 
amendment voters passed in No-
vember, however, that seat will be 

HeigHTS OF 
DeMOCRACy

up for election later this year, and 
again in 2023. We hope all aspiring 
candidates will plan for reusable 
and, ultimately, recyclable yard 
signs.
 As far as we know, the slo-
gan, “reduce, reuse, recycle,” was 
coined for the first Earth Day 
events in 1970, and promoted by 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency, established that year. In 
2013, Bea Johnson expanded it 
to “refuse, reduce, reuse, recycle, 
rot” in Zero Waste Home: The Ulti-
mate Guide to Simplifying Your Life 
by Reducing Your Waste.
 With the start of 2022, we sug-
gest placing the word “resolve” at 
the head of that string. 
 future candidates are not the 
only ones who can refuse to add 
to the plastic choking our land-
fills, streams and oceans. If you 
are still bringing groceries home 
in flimsy plastic bags, please stop, 
and switch to sturdy reusable ones. 
That, plus refusing plastic straws 
and bottled water, represents truly 
low-hanging fruit.
 The fact is, we must not only 
resolve to fight new plastics manu-
facturing capacity but learn to do 
so effectively. Plastics plants emit 
climate-warming CO2; endocrine-
disrupting pthalates in plastics 
cause obesity and reduce human 
lifespans; plastics kill wildlife and 
pollute agricultural soils—just a 
few of many toxic effects. If you 
doubt these assertions, a quick 
Internet search on any of the fore-
going phrases will confirm them.

Timely updates:
This first month under our city’s 
new government will also be the 
first January since 2014 without 
an annual Democracy Day celebra-
tion. Don’t worry—it has merely 
been moved, at the suggestion 
of Cleveland Heights Move to 
Amend, and with the agreement 
of city council, to the month of 
June. Details to follow.
 Finally, Cleveland Heights 
residents have been paying a hefty 
monthly transition fee since we 
joined Cleveland Water in 2017. 
Here’s cause to celebrate: this is 
the last month for those payments! 
Starting in February, our water 
bills will be noticeably lower.

Deborah Van Kleef  and Carla 
Rautenberg are writers, editors and 
longtime residents of Cleveland 
Heights. Contact them at heightsde-
mocracy@gmail.com.

Resolutions for 2022 and beyond
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Sharing our good fortune with those in need...

Enter to win a            furnace!

Your information:
First Name:_________________________________________________________________

Last Name:_________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:______________________________________________________________

City:__________________________________________Zip Code:_____________State: OH

Daytime PH:___________________________Evening PH:___________________________

Email:_____________________________________________________________________

Recieve a coupon for $                         the installation of a furnace, boiler, or air conditioning system just for nominating someone in need. Expires 6/30/22

Your nominee’s information: (if different)

First Name:_________________________________________________________________

Last Name:_________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:______________________________________________________________

City:___________________________________________Zip Code:____________State: OH

Daytime PH:___________________________Evening PH:___________________________

Email:_____________________________________________________________________

Clip this form and submit to: Verne & Ellsworth Hann  |  2026 Lee Road Cleveland Hts, Oh 44118 or FAX to 216-932-2266
Additional entry forms can be found at www.vehbrothers.com/helping-hann/.

Please share your story, or that of the person you are nominating, with us:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

200 off

Bonded • Insured 
OH LIC #24462 

FREE

Visit www.VEHbrothers/helping-hann/ for complete terms and conditions.
        I have read and agree to the terms and conditions of this contest

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM___________________ Entries due 
by 2/28/22

yummy

fun

voted safest joint in town

“inda heights”

2196 lee road
cleveland heights

216.932.9000 mojocle.com

d i n i n g  room now open

Free	books	mailed		
to	your	young	child!	

If	your	child	is		
4	years	old	or	younger	

and	lives	in	Cuyahoga	County	
Please	register	online	at:	

Imagina5onLibrary.com	

Susie Kaeser 

The election is over. As 2022 begins, 
the victors will be sworn in and take 
up the work of the people.
 I am grateful to all of the can-
didates for wanting to serve, and to 
those who will take on the important 
responsibility of using the tools of 
government to contribute to the 
health and well-being of the com-
munities of Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights.
 This feels like a really important 
moment for local government. Ac-
cording to the Pew Research Center, 
public trust in government is eroding 
nationwide, and has been since 2007. 
Local government, however, is seen as 
the most trustworthy.
 Because local government officials 
are the closest to those they serve, our 
city councils and school board are in 
a very good position to address the 
global problem of diminishing trust 
in government. As the old saying goes, 
“Think globally, act locally.”
 We must trust our lawmakers if 
government is to have a chance to 
serve the common good. It seems 
to me that we will need our newly 
seated city councils, Mayors Seren and 

Local leaders can bolster trust in government
Brennan, and the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Board of Education 
to envision their roles in an expansive 
way. They need to see themselves as 
a resource for the larger challenge of 
renewing trust in government and 
nurturing a healthy democracy.
 They have to tackle the pressing 
issues that, during these challenging 
times, will help our communities 
thrive and our schools meet student 
needs, and they have to do so in a 
way that inspires trust in them and in 
government itself.
 Experts on trust indicate that 
it exists when citizens are confident 
that government actions are right 
and fair. Trust is the outcome when 
citizens perceive government to be 
competent and driven by good intent. 
Those things exist when programs are 
strong and reliable, and when decision-
makers are transparent and humane.
 The executive director of the 
League of California Cities, Carolyn 
Coleman, recently wrote that transpar-
ency, accountability, civil discourse and 
strong communications around the 
use of new federal resources can go a 
long way toward using policymaking to 
inspire confidence and trust. These are 
the nuts and bolts of good government. 
They must be exhibited in ways big and 
small, through processes and behavior.
 Much of what our residents want 
is open and responsive government. 
Return those calls. Make plans in 
public with clear explanations for 

THe COMMOn 
gOOD

decisions. Consider public input. Share 
your decisions widely. Remember, we 
all own our community and its success, 
and we need to feel included and able 
to contribute.
 Those of us who don’t have the 
nerve or the wherewithal to run for 
office also need to do our part. We 
can be well-informed, share our ideas 
through the processes that exist, and 
show respect for each other and those 
who are attempting to represent us. 
Disagreement and debate are healthy.
 we are living in a time when there 
is a well-financed effort to reject the 
common good in favor of individual 
rights and privatization. Sowing dis-
trust of public servants and public 
agencies, and weakening democratic 
governance itself are means to that end.
 We can help resist this pressure by 
making our local governing process an 
antidote to chaos. Our local elected of-
ficials are our neighbors and, like us, are 
the benefactors of their decisions. They 
are accessible. They are human. They 
are grappling with complex problems 
and difficult decisions.
 This is a critical moment for all of 
us to contribute to making our local 
government work and, in so doing, 
build trust in the public sector.

Susie Kaeser has been a proud Cleveland 
Heights resident since 1979. She is the for-
mer director of Reaching Heights, and is ac-
tive with the Heights Coalition for Public 
Education and the League of Women Voters. 
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Heating | Cooling | Plumbing | Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems Bonded Insured OH LIC #24462                             

th6    Annual 
FREE
Furnace 
Giveaway!
Obtain a nomination form 

by calling us or visit:
VEHbrothers.com/helping-hann
Entries accepted 12/20/21-2/28/22

932-9755 21
6

VEHbrothers.com     

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Hts

5  Generations of Hann 
Family Experience. 

Tune up allows for 45 minutes per system; parts 
additional. Discount valid during normal workday 
hours (M-F 8:00 - 3:30). Payment must be given 
to our technician at time of service. Not valid 
on systems 250,000 BTU or larger. One Discount
per visit. Exp. 4/30/22

Heating
Tune Up
Now Only 89$

Bill 
HannChris 

Hann

Tree Service Year Round
Pruning•Removals•Cabling & Bracing 
•Fertilization & Spraying• Air Spading

Proper Pruning of Fruit and  
Ornamental Trees

We sell and properly plant 
trees and shrubs

Fully Insured•Certified Arborist on staff

ISA TCIA NAA•ISA Certified #OH-6736

ARDMORE TREE SERVICE
Serving Tree Care Needs in the Heights 

for over 40 years

Free Estimates & Consultations
ardmoretreeservice@gmail.com•216-486-5551

216-533-2936

Leaf Clean-Up 
Gutter Cleaning 
Interior Painting
All Handyman Repairs 
Power Washing
Snow Plowing & Throwing
Driveway Sealing 
Masonry Work

CH council should endorse 
democracy in filling vacancy
Samuel Marcum 

Congratulations to our newly elect-
ed Cleveland Heights mayor, Kahlil 
Seren, and to our newly elected 
CH City Council members. As our 
city transitions to a new form of 
government, with an elected mayor 
for the first time in its 100-year his-
tory, it will be for council and our 
first mayor to determine how that 
new form of government serves.  It 
might be helpful if, as part of this 
transition, council could operate at 
full strength.
 With his election as mayor, 
Seren’s seat on council will be vacat-
ed when he takes office in January. 
By ordinance it is now the task of 
council to appoint his replacement. 
 When this last happened (2020) 
the process that unfolded was noth-
ing short of an embarrassment for 
our city.  (After council took several 
weeks to determine a list of four 
finalists, infighting and conflict 
forced an unreasonably protracted 
period to name a winner. Eventually, 
Craig Cobb got the nod.)  To remedy 
this past embarrassment, on Nov. 2 
the voters passed Issue 31, a charter 
amendment that prescribes the time 
limit (45 days) by which council is to 
appoint a member to a vacated seat; 
otherwise, it allows the mayor to 
make the appointment. This brings 
us to my proposal.
 The process I propose is simple 
and applicable to not only this va-
cancy, but also to any future vacan-
cies that should arise. It is clear, 
coherent, consistent, predictable, 
transparent, and, most importantly, 
conforms to that most formal te-
net of democracy: that the people 
should decide.
 On Nov. 2 (“the most recent 
election”) there were two effective 
“runners-up” in the two separate 
contests for seats on council. Both 
runners-up ran with distinction, but 
in two very different races. In one, 
for full four-year terms on council, 
voters were asked to select “four of 
six” candidates. In the other, a spe-
cial election to fill an unexpired two-
year term, they were asked to choose 
“one of seven.” So, while technically 

earning more votes than Robert 
Koonce, Allosious K. Snodgrass 
placed fifth (out of six candidates) 
in his race, whereas Koonce’s placed 
second (out of seven) in his.
 The point is not to advance 
or advocate for one or the other. 
Snodgrass received more pooled 
votes (3,796, 11.18%) while Koonce 
received a higher percentage of 
individual votes (13.11%, with 1,345 
votes).
 Both now-former candidates 
are known assets to their commu-
nity and qualified candidates for 
the seat. They have the courage, 
conviction and capacity to run 
in a non-partisan local election. 
Through their efforts, they have 
demonstrated both their desire to 
lead and their capacity to serve on 
council. Most importantly, they 
both have earned the endorsement 
of a compelling plurality of voters.
 There are laws governing the 
process to unfold: Council must 
appoint a replacement. But why 
would council now appoint anyone 
else? To avoid any conflict on this 
and future elections, council should 
appoint that runner-up candidate 
with either the highest percentage 
of votes (Koonce), or that candi-
date with the highest net votes 
(Snodgrass).  Whichever candidate 
council appointed, [I] would hope 
that precedent [would] guide future 
appointments.
 At the very least, council should 
select its appointee from the slate 
of candidates already voted upon 
by the citizens. The immediate-past 
candidate with the fewest votes (393) 
has already earned a more legitimate 
seat on council, in my mind, than 
any mere applicant for the position 
ever could. If council would seek 
to enforce that democracy is alive 
and worth fighting for, then council 
should let democracy decide.

Samuel Marcum has been a happy 
Heights resident since 2012. Besides 
spending time with his family, he enjoys 
walking and working outdoors, and 
performing DIY home-renovation 
projects. He is an architect and personal 
finance coach.
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ALL 
SUSAN DELANEY, ABR®,RRS,CNE®       
216~577~8700 
Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com 
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com  
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 SUSAN DELANEY G R O U P  T H E  

I wish you all much good health, success in  
  your endeavors, happiness and bountiful blessings.  

Thank You 
My sincerest thanks for all your good wishes,  
confidence in me and support in my business. 
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OpiniOn

Helping display and 
preserve your art and 
memories since 1973

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
By appointment only

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-397-7671 woodtraderframing.com
Get $25 off on framing over $100

MOLA! 
MOLA! 
MOLA!

Stop in and learn about these fabulous 
works of art! Many to choose from, or 

bring yours to frame.

Taxpayers should not fund the 
library’s 1619 Project programs

convergence-continuum
Tremont’s Only Professional Theatre

For Tickets & Info:
www.convergence-continuum.org
or call 216-687-0074
LIMINIS THEATER | 2438 Scranton Rd. 
Cleveland 44113

Tickets $18-23 | Student & Senior Discounts Available

What if theatre weren’t a mirror reflecting the familiar, but 
an opening into unknown territory? What if there were no 
fourth wall?

What if, instead of going to the theatre to watch a play, you 
crossed the threshold into the world of the play to experi-
ence it? 

Theatre that expands the imagination and extends the 
conventional boundaries of language, structure, space, and 
performance that challenges the conventional notions of 
what theatre is.

we are convergence-continuum.

Are your older windows drafty, painted shut, 
or otherwise inoperable? 

Don’t replace them - restore them!
Restoring wood or steel windows is the sustainable choice to achieve 
energy efficiency while maintaining architectural character.

• Weatherstripping
• Repairs & Re-roping
• Full Restoration
•  Custom Replacement of 

Sashes & Storms

(440) 444-3434 • info@clevelandwr.com

Alan Rapoport

I am concerned about the Cleveland 
Heights – University Heights Public Li-
brary System’s sponsorship of seminars 
on the history of race relations based on 
“The 1619 Project”.
 Many qualified scholars believe 
The 1619 Project presents a highly 
questionable reading of history. They 
argue that it creates a false narrative 
out of racial grievance; and as a student 
of history, I agree with them. For this 
reason, I object to [Heights Libraries’] 
public seminar about The 1619 Project 
[presented] at taxpayer expense.  Such a 
seminar risks being a one-sided, biased, 
and ideological approach to an impor-
tant social issue in a type of setting that 
makes that approach appear to many as 
more authoritative than it really is.
 A library program on this subject 
cannot help but classify people based on 
the color of their skin rather than on the 
content of their character. To Black chil-
dren, official library sponsorship risks 
suggesting they will have a permanent 
reduced status in life no matter how 
much they try to achieve. To their white 
classmates, it risks suggesting they will 
always be viewed as oppressors because 
of skin color they cannot control, and 
past actions in which they played no 

part. Rather than leading to an honest 
discussion about race, The 1619 Project 
makes such honest discussion much less 
likely. That is because it encourages the 
worst type of racial division.
 I certainly do not advocate censor-
ship. A public library should offer books 
for readers interested in reading about 
The 1619 Project. It also should offer 
books written by critics. But sponsoring 
a public program taught by advocates 
can lead to indoctrination in the guise 
of scholarship. Our library should not 
become a party to that.
 Some may argue that controversial 
topics such as The 1619 Project deserve 
to be discussed in a library forum. I hope 
they would recognize there are reasonable 
limits to what subjects a library should 
offer at taxpayer expense and in a public 
setting. For instance, should the library 
offer a forum to proponents of pedophilia 
just because there may be some people who 
advocate in favor of it? I would hope not. 
 Library trustees should examine 
carefully what their own limits are. And 
I hope they will conclude after consid-
eration that a publicly supported forum 
to teach about The 1619 Project exceeds 
those limits.

Alan Rapoport served on CH City Council 
(1980–87) and as mayor (1982–87).

Feb. 15, and winners will be announced 
in the April issue of the Heights Observer.
 Each person who submits a valid 
ballot will qualify for a chance to win 
one of the prize packages (each worth a 
minimum of $250). Additional chances 
to win can be obtained with a donation 
to FutureHeights: two chances for $10, 
and six for $25.
 “Proceeds will help cover the costs 
of the program and support the work of 
futureHeights to create a vibrant and 
sustainable future for our community,” 
said Fisher, “not to mention helping 
support our local businesses when they 
need it most.”
 According to a study conducted by 
the Institute for Local Self-Reliance, 
each dollar spent at a locally owned, 
independent business returns three 
times more money to the local econo-
my than one spent at a chain. Because 
local businesses are often owned by 
people who live in the community, 
those owners have a natural interest 
in the community’s long-term health, 
and many participate in community 
causes.
 For more information, visit www.
futureheights.org/boh2022, call future-
Heights at 216-320-1423, or send an 
e-mail to info@futureheights.org.

2022 Best of the Heights Awards 
Categories:
1.  Best “Save-the-Planet” Business Prac-

tices (Which Heights business uses 
sustainable business practices, such 
as providing compostable take-out 
containers, recycling, etc.?)

2.  Best “Made-It-Easy” Online Ordering 
(Which Heights business has the most 
user-friendly technology for online 
ordering?)

3.  Best Pandemic-Safe Dining (Which 

Heights dining establishment uses the 
best COVID-safe business practices?)

4.  Best Welcoming Storefront or Win-
dow Display (Which Heights business 
has the most attractive and welcom-
ing storefront or window display?)

5.  Best Upbeat Spirit During a Pan-
demic (Which Heights business has 
created a safe, fun environment or 
experience for customers during the 
pandemic?)

6.  Best Care for the Community During 
a Pandemic (Which Heights business 
has been generous to the community 
during this time?)

7.  Best Innovative Product or Service 
During a Pandemic (Which Heights 
business has created innovative prod-
ucts or services during the pandemic?)

8.  Best “Opened-Our-Doors-During-
a-Pandemic” Business (Which new 
business are you most excited about?)

9.  Best Cleveland Heights Business 
(What is your favorite or most-loved 
business in Cleveland Heights that 
might not fit in another category?)

10.  Best University Heights Business 
(What is your favorite or most-loved 
business in University Heights that 
might not fit in another category?)

Bonus Questions:
1.  What do you miss most about shop-

ping/dining in the Heights since the 
onset of COVID? (Tell us your favor-
ite past experiences, and what you are 
looking forward to doing again once 
the pandemic is over? 

2.  What new business would you like to 
see in the Heights? Why? (Let us know 
if you have a specific neighborhood or 
building in mind.)

Sarah Wolf is the community-building pro-
grams manager at FutureHeights.

best of the heights continued from page 1
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Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

Jan. 25 program honors MLK and  legacy of resistance
Quentin Smith

Cleveland Heights was not always 
the inclusive community it is today. 
From the 1920s through the early 
1960s, it was unwelcoming and even 
hostile to non-whites. Through a 
variety of tactics, the city was kept 
almost exclusively white.
 On Tuesday, Jan. 25, to com-
memorate the life of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr, the Black 
Caucus and the Racial Inequality 
Repair Committee—both of Forest 
Hill Church, Presbyterian—will host 
a Zoom conversation, 7–8:30 p.m., 
with Susan Kaeser, author of Resist-
ing Segregation.
 Her book, available at Mac’s 
Backs-Books on Coventry, docu-
ments the struggle to end segre-
gation and integrate the city of 
Cleveland Heights. It chronicles 
the history of ordinary citizens who 
demonstrated that creativity and 
like-mindedness can bring about 
dramatic and substantial change.  
 All are invited to join the pro-
gram. For the Zoom link, send an 
e-mail to blackcaucus@fhcpresb.org.
 for decades, restrictive cov-
enants and practices kept Blacks, 
Jews, and other non-whites out of 
Cleveland Heights, as well as other 
neighborhoods throughout the 
country. Kaeser’s book chronicles 
the history of that segregation, 
and the grassroots struggles waged 
by citizens, Black and white, to 

transform Cleveland Heights from 
a segregated city into an inclusive 
one.
 In a 1946 publication of Seattle’s 
Civic Unity Committee, racially re-
strictive covenants were defined as 
“agreements entered into by a group 
of property owners, subdivision de-
velopers, or real estate operators in 
a given neighborhood, binding them 
not to sell, lease, rent or otherwise 
convey their property to specified 
groups because of race, creed or 
color for a definite period unless all 
agree to the transaction.”
 On April 26, 1947, the Cleveland 
Call & Post published a story expos-
ing racial covenants initiated by the 
Van Sweringen brothers. Beginning 
in the mid-1920s, the Van Swer-

ingens had placed restrictive cov-
enants in deeds in Shaker Heights. A 
few years later, John D. Rockefeller 
Jr. followed suit and placed similar 
covenants in Cleveland Heights and 
East Cleveland.
 The Fair Housing Act was intro-
duced in 1966, thanks to pressure 
from Martin Luther King Jr., and 

other civil rights leaders. But, for 
two years, the bill went nowhere. 
One day after King’s funeral, in his 
honor, Congress finally passed the 
Civil Rights Act, also known as the 
Fair Housing Act, in 1968.
 King believed in ending poverty, 
war, militarism, and racism in all its 
forms. Kaeser’s book reminds us of 
the principles King held dear, and 
encourages us to carry on his work 
and values. She reminds us of a time 
when people of goodwill, regardless 
of nationality, race, creed, or color, 
banded together to extinguish de 
jure segregation (practices that 
are legally recognized regardless of 
whether the practice exists in real-
ity) and de facto segregation (situa-
tions that exist in reality, even if not 
legally recognized).

A transplanted New Yorker, Quentin 
Smith is a former prosecutor, community 
organizer and high school teacher. He is 
co-chair of Black Caucus of Forest Hill 
Church, Presbyterian, one of the two 
sponsors for the Jan. 25 event.

Author Susie Kaeser. 
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Deadline for ballot submission: 
February 15, 2022 
 

Valid Ballots: 
All valid ballots will receive a chance to win a 
prize package of gift certificates to Heights 
businesses ($250 min. value) 
 One ballot per person; must supply 

complete contact information below 
 Vote only for businesses located in the 

cities of Cleveland Heights and Universi-
ty Heights. 

 Must fill out at least half (6 categories)  
 Do not vote for the same business in 

more than 3 categories 
 Ballots not meeting these requirements 

will be considered invalid. 
 

Complete the ballot online at: 
www.futureheights.org/boh2022 
Mail your ballot to: 
FutureHeights 
2843 Washington Blvd. #105 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
 
Scan and e-mail your ballot to: 
info@futureheights.org  
Questions? Call 216-320-1423 
Name:______________________________ 

Address:____________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Phone:_____________________________ 

E-mail:_____________________________ 

If you are a business owner or operator, 
name of business: 
___________________________________ 

Everyone wins when you vote 
for your favorite businesses! 

 
Write in the names of your favorite Heights businesses or visit 
www.futureheights.org /boh2022 to complete the online bal-
lot. Be entered to win a prize package of gift certificates from 
Heights businesses with each valid ballot. 

 

Best “Save-the-Planet” Business Practices 

Best “Made-It-Easy” Online Ordering 

Best Pandemic-Safe Dining 

Best Upbeat Spirit During a Pandemic 

Best Care for the Community During a Pandemic 

Best Welcoming Storefront or Window Display  

Best Innovative Product or Service During a Pandemic 

Best “Opened-Our-Doors-During-A-Pandemic” 
Business 

Best Cleveland Heights Business 

Best University Heights Business 

Bonus Questions:  
What do you miss most about shopping/dining in 
the Heights since the onset of Covid-19? Share 
with us your favorite past experiences and what 
you are looking forward to doing again once the 
pandemic is over.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What new business would you like to see in the 
Heights? Why? (Let us know if you have a spe-
cific neighborhood or building in mind.) 
 
 
 



Heights Observer January 1, 2022     www.heightsobserver.org8

CLeveLAnD HeigHTS neWS

© 2021 University Hospitals

Researchers at University Hospitals are seeking participants 
for a research project designed to help African-American 
men learn about stroke risk factors and how to best take 
care of their health after a stroke.

If you are an African-American man 18 years of age or 
older, and you’ve suffered a stroke or mini-stroke within 
the last five years, you may be eligible for this study.

Participants will be compensated, and virtual intervention 
sessions will be available.

Call 440-656-2267 to learn more.

Have you had a stroke 
or mini-stroke?

a planked toll road. It was named 
“Fairmount.”
 After the Preyer occupation, 

marker continued from page 1

the house was remodeled to in-
clude the porch and dormers seen 
today.

#1 

Roofing
Residential
Commercial 

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work 

Metal Roofs Installed 
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  

216-319-0430

Ice & Snow Removal
Gutter De-Icing Cables Installed

Nobody Under Bids Us

The pastor of Christ Our Redeemer A.M.e. Church, located just down the street from the Curtis-preyer 
house at 14284 Superior Road, gives a blessing during the unveiling ceremony. 
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Members of the Wheeler family stand next to the newly unveiled historic marker. 

 CH Historical Society spear-
headed the marker installation, 
with funding from the Herbert and 
Margaret Jakob Charitable Trust.

John Wheeler is a trustee for the Cleve-
land Heights Historical Society and, 
along with his wife, is the owner of the 
Curtis-Preyer Stone House.
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Noble continued from page 1

the usual annual dinner celebra-
tion, Noble Neighbors gathered 
to create a temporary art display at 
the park. All residents were invited 
to express wishes for the upcoming 
year, which were then displayed on 
colorful tin-can wind chimes hung 
in the trees. In April, an Arbor Day 
celebration included planting trees 
and flowers, and in July the park 
hosted Noble Neighbors’ monthly 
meeting.
 Noble Gardeners’ Market 
took place in the park on Satur-
day mornings in August and Sep-
tember. More sellers and buyers 
participated than in any previous 
year, as the community embraced 
the concept of neighbors selling  
to other neighbors the vegetables 
and flowers they grew in their 
backyards and community gardens.
 Elsewhere in the Noble neigh-
borhoods, the annual We Are No-
ble celebration focused on Noble’s 
five community perennial gardens. 
 Delmore Community Orchard 
stewards hosted community work-
days at the orchard, planting more 
pollinator-friendly flowers, trim-
ming the trees, and devising more 
ways to deter the deer. They har-
vested the orchard’s first fruits—
pears, peaches and apples—and 
sold some at the Saturday market.
 In October, a meet-the-candi-
dates gathering offered one-on-one 
conversations with those seeking 
elected office, and 19 of the 21 can-
didates in local races participated.

 The Noble Corridor brain-
storming group continues its work 
to identify and advocate for revi-
talization projects. 
 Benches from the Noble Road 
Corridor Planning Project steering 

committee’s “Noble-Ity” project 
were installed along Noble Road, 
and a successful IOBY fundraising 
campaign was launched by Future-
Heights to fund the next phase of 
the project.

 Late August saw neighbors on 
their hands and knees chalking 
words of welcome and encour-
agement for the start of the new 
school year on the sidewalks out-
side Caledonia, Oxford and Noble 
elementary schools and Monticello 
Middle School. Students, parents, 
faculty and school board members 
joined in the fun.
 Green Noble, a committee of 
Noble Neighbors with the purpose 
of building a diverse commu-
nity through gardening, was active 
throughout the year. Highlights 
included viewing David Attenbor-
ough’s “A Life on Our Planet,” and 
visiting Vel’s Purple Oasis (www.
velscott.com/purpleoasis), along with 
hearing from several guest speak-
ers and carrying out educational 
activities.
 Noble Neighbors also offered 
support to other organizations that 
are contributing to the Noble neigh-
borhoods, including the Cleveland 
Heights Green Team, MetroHealth 
Friends of Mothers and Infants Pro-
gram, Cleveland Heights Garden 
Walk, Noble School Community 
Learning Center and the Cigar Box 
Guitar Project.
 Noble Neighbors is proud to 
be part of the Cleveland Heights 
community and grateful to Future-
Heights and the city of Cleveland 
Heights for their support.

Susan Sanders and Brenda H. May 
are Noble Neighbor leaders. Check out 
their story at NobleNeighbors.com

Chalk greetings for the first day of school at Caledonia elementary School.

Expanded reports are 
available online at 

www.heightsobserver.org.

nOVEmBER 15, 2021

Council members present were President 
Jason Stein, Vice President Kahlil Seren, 
melody Joy Hart, Josie moore, Davida 
Russell, and michael n. Ungar. Also 
present were Susanna niermann O’neil, 
city manager, and William Hanna, law 
director. 

Josie Moore sworn in
Prior to the regular meeting, Josie moore 
was sworn in by Law Director Hanna to 
replace mary Dunbar for the unexpired 
term ending Dec. 31, 2023.

Public comments
A trustee of the Cleveland Heights Histori-
cal Society, claiming to represent citizens 
who are concerned about Horseshoe 
Lake and Doan Brook, gave a short his-
tory of the early settlers, farmers, and 
Shakers, and the suburban development 
of the parkland district. She said it is a 
federally protected historic site and asked 
for a chance to find funding and alternate 
solutions.
 A 30-year Caledonia resident 
opined that the city had stopped invest-
ing in her neighborhood as the racial 
balance shifted. 
 A Sycamore Road resident de-
scribed a five-hour incident on Saturday, 
nov. 13, in which police chased and 
caught a suspect in backyards there. 
The speaker said as many as 20 police  
[officers]were involved, and weapons 
were out despite the presence of children. 
She said residents were terrified. The city 
manager and chief of police will meet 
with her this week.

Legislation 
Council passed several items on emer-
gency, including: 
•  Purchase of 3-D Focus Laser Scanners 

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

for the police department at a cost of 
$72,824.94. 

•  An ordinance allocating $18 million in 
American Rescue Plan Act funds for sewer 
infrastructure projects. This amount can 
be used by the Public Works Department 
to apply for matching grants.

•  An agreement with Wade Trim Inc. for 
professional engineering services, at a 
cost of $111,625, for the Sanitary Sewer 
Overflow Project and the EPA Consent 
Decree. 

•  Two purchases for public works: Freight-
liner 114SD Tandem Axel Cab and Chas-
sis for $99,775, and a 14-foot stainless-
steel dump body with salt spreader and 
plow package for $88,392.15.

•  A 10-year $35,000 loan at 2 percent 
interest to the Cedar Fairmount Special 
Improvement District, to assist with a 
temporary budget shortfall due to the 
COVID pandemic.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

nOVEmBER 22, 2021 – Special meeting

Josie moore was absent. All other council 
members were present, as were the city 
manager, clerk of council, and law director.

Public comments
Residents speaking in favor of saving Horse-
shoe Lake suggested providing more time to 
seek funds to cover the expense, including 
federal infrastructure funds. Others spoke 
in favor of the northeast Ohio Regional 
Sewer District (nEORSD) plan to remove 
the Horseshoe Lake dam and rebuild the 
Lower Shaker Lake dam. They urged ac-
ceptance that the 170-year-old dams have 
outlived their usefulness and are unsafe.
 Two residents commented on the 
Cedar-Lee-meadowbrook project. One criti-
cized the proposed $50-million agreement 

with the developer, and urged that legisla-
tion be postponed until the new council is 
seated in January. Destiny Burns, owner of 
CLE Urban Winery and vice president of 
the Cedar Lee Special Improvement District, 
said there is no need to delay the project, 
which many businesses support. 

City boards and commissions
City manager Susanna niermann O’neil 
reminded residents to apply for vacant po-
sitions on boards and commissions. There 
are more than 20 open positions on eight 
different bodies; the details can be found 
in the meeting packet. 

NEORSD Horseshoe Lake proposal
On second reading, council passed a reso-
lution to concur with the nEORSD plan to 
restore Horseshoe Lake to its “naturalized 
state,” in concert with Shaker Heights. 
Council also passed a “friendly amend-
ment” to the Horseshoe Lake legislation, 
urging nEORSD to be open to suggestions. 
Craig Cobb commented, “I would love to 
see [Horseshoe Lake Dam] restored, pre-
served, but there has to be a way to pay for 
it. Shaker Heights and Cleveland Heights 
are responsible to pay for removal of two 
dams—nEORSD will help, but only pay for 
one [Lower Lake]. Shaker Heights accepted 
the plan, so where does that leave us? no 
alternatives. [Delaying the vote] would 
delay the inevitable.”

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

nOVEmBER 29, 2021 – Special meeting

Jason Stein and Davida Russell were absent 
All other council members were present, as 
were the city manager, clerk of council, and 
law director.

Public comments
Two residents urged council to delay ac-

tion on the Cedar-Lee-meadowbrook 
development project, and save as much 
green space as possible. Another resi-
dent spoke in support of the project. Fran 
mentch, on behalf of People for the Park, 
announced that almost 3,800 petition 
signatures have been submitted for a 
may ballot initiative to create a park on 
Lee Road at Tullamore  Road. 

Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook Devel-
opment
The resolution authorizing a development 
agreement with Flaherty & Collins Proper-
ties, to construct a mixed-use residential 
and commercial project on city-owned 
land at Cedar Road, Lee Road, and 
meadowbrook Boulevard, received a 
second reading.

LWV Observers: Jill Tatem and Gail 
Larson.

Meeting packets, legislation, and other 
information can be found at www.cleve-
landheights.com/1142/2021-Agendas-
and-Minutes. Videos of council meetings 
can be viewed at www.youtube.com/
user/ClevelandHeightsOH.
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OPEN NOW  
THROUGH  

FEBRUARY 27
universitycircle.org/rink

universitycircle @inthecircle universitycircle

Reserve your tickets online at 

process 4-color
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CH City Council receives 22 
applications for Seren’s seat
Kim Sergio Inglis

With Kahlil Seren, a Cleveland 
Heights City Council member, 
set to become the city’s mayor 
in January, his council seat will 
become vacant upon his resigna-
tion, which was expected to be 
tendered on Dec. 31.
 On Nov. 29, a special meeting 
of the Cleveland Heights Coun-
cil Committee of the Whole 
brought together some current 
council members, as well as those 
who will begin serving on council 
in January, to discuss “vacancy-
filling procedures in anticipation 
of vacancy resulting from Kahlil 
Seren’s election as [m]ayor.”
 Subsequent to the meeting, 
the city announced that council 
would accept applications from 
residents interested in being con-
sidered for the council vacancy.
 The deadline to apply was 
Dec. 17, and there were 22 appli-
cants. [As of Dec. 28, the applica-
tions had not yet been posted on 
the city’s website, but the Heights 
Observer understands that the 
city plans to do so.]
 At the Nov. 29 meeting, the 
city’s law director, Bill Hanna, 
explained, and answered ques-
tions related to, the new charter 
amendment which, for the first 
time, establishes a timetable to 
fill a council vacancy.
 According to the charter 
amendment (Issue 31), which 
voters approved in the November 
election, city council members 
will have 45 days in which to fill 
a council vacancy, from the date 
the vacancy occurs. That date will 
be the date of Seren’s resignation. 
If council fails to fill the vacancy 
within 45 days, by a majority vote, 
the mayor will then have 10 days 
in which to fill the vacancy.
 The amendment also stipu-
lates that, “for any vacancy in 
Council not occurring in the year 
that the regular election for that 
office is scheduled, an election 
for the unexpired term shall be 
held at the next general election 
occurring more than one hundred 
and twenty (120) days after the 

date of the vacancy.”
 Seren’s unexpired term, to 
which a new council member will 
be appointed, ends on Dec. 31, 
2023. The seat will be on the bal-
lot in the November 2022 general 
election; whomever wins the seat 
in that election, whether it is the 
appointee or someone else, will 
then serve out the remainder of 
the unexpired term. The seat will 
be on the ballot again in November 
2023.
 In the Nov. 29 meeting, the 
current and future council mem-
bers discussed a basic timetable 
and process for appointing the new 
council member, and strategized 
on how to get through the 45 days 
efficiently.
 On Jan. 3, the new CH City 
Council members will be sworn in. 
The next day, Jan. 4, council plans 
to meet in executive session, to 
narrow down the applicants, and 
discuss next steps in the process 
of filling the council vacancy.
 According to Tony Cuda, who 
will take his seat on council on Jan. 
3, those applicants who move for-
ward will then be interviewed by 
the Heights Chapter of the League 
of Women Voters of Greater Cleve-
land. Council members will then 
review those videos, further nar-
row down the applicants, and 
schedule interviews with those 
they choose.
 On Nov. 29, those current and 
future council members who at-
tended the meeting also discussed 
qualities they would like to see in 
an applicant for the seat. These 
include: someone with a history 
of collaboration, capable of work-
ing with others, and active in the 
community; someone with a sense 
of public service, with maturity 
and good judgment; someone who 
can bring a unique perspective to 
council.
 Video of the Nov. 29 meeting 
can be viewed at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=RvcXrLwsi7g.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief 
of the Heights Observer, and is a 
Cuyahoga County master gardener 
volunteer.

 

Focused Tattoo welcomes all 

1846 Coventry Road, #400 
Upstairs from Guys Pizza 

 

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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Friends of Heights Parks plans Lower Lake walk

Peggy Spaeth

The newly formed Fr iends of 
Heights Parks (FHP) invites all to 
discover more about our parks by 
joining a Walk in the Park at Shaker 
Lakes’ Lower Lake, on Jan. 22.
 Walkers will hit the trail at 11 
a.m., meeting at the parking lot on 
South Park Boulevard near Leighton 
Road in Shaker Heights. The walk 
is a little more than a mile around 
the lake, with options for rugged or 
level terrain.
 FHP is hosting walks to show-
case each unique park in Cleveland 
Heights, and inspire fellow park 
lovers to join together to support 
programs, improve habitat, and 
shepherd this historic park system 
into a healthy, sustainable future for 
the whole community.
 A small but growing group—
currently representing Forest Hill 
Park, Cain Park, and Lower Lake 
Park—FHP aims to ensure repre-
sentation for all Heights parks. All 
are invited to share ideas for park 
activities and improvements via 
friendsofheightsparks@gmail.com, 
or on FHP’s Facebook group, www.
facebook.com/groups/887257175518500.
 Since 2017, Friends of Lower 
Lake, comprising about 20 self-
selected volunteers, ages 13 to 81, 
has been removing invasive species; 
planting native trees, shrubs, and 
a herbaceous layer; and improving 
trails around the lake. The group 
is sponsored by the nonprofit Doan 
Brook Watershed Partnership. 
The park—the focus of the Jan. 22 
walk—straddles Cleveland Heights 
and Shaker Heights, and volunteers 
live in four adjacent cities. A video 
history of the park can be found at 
https://bit.ly/historyoflowerlake.
 The oldest park “friends” group 
is the nonprofit Friends of Cain 
Park, founded in 1991 in support of 
the performing arts at Cain Park. 
This unique park is, geographically, 
Cleveland Heights’ Central Park, 
and was launched in 1934 with a 
performance of “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.” Stay tuned for an 
entertaining walk at this historic 
arts park. Other future Walks in 
the Park will be at Cumberland, 
Denison, and Barbara Boyd parks.

 A return to Forest Hill Park 
for a spring bird walk is also in the 
works. FHP’s first park walk, in 
November, welcomed more than 35 
people for a chilly walk through For-
est Hill Park, led by landscape de-
signer and park expert Elsa Johnson. 
Several other walkers shared their 
knowledge with the enthusiastic 

Bustling with activity. That’s how Pat Mallik 

and her husband Singh describe the newest

chapter in their lives. After the Malliks 

relocated from Seattle in 2018, their son and 

daughter-in-law quickly pointed them to 

nearby Judson Park. And for Pat and Singh, 

there’s been no looking back.

Gardening, reading, staying fit, and freely 

sharing her beauty expertise with neighbors 

are everyday occurrences for Pat. “We’re so 

busy! Just because we are retired doesn’t 

mean we’re going to sit in a chair and sleep. 

The exercise options are great, people are  

so friendly, and help is here if you need it,” 

says Pat.

Read the full story at 
judsonsmartliving.org/blog

“There are so, so many reasons 
 we’re happy at Judson.”

Judson Park  Cleveland Heights  |  Judson Manor  University Circle  |  South Franklin Circle  Chagrin Falls

       judsonsmartliving.org   |  216.350.0326

Bringing Community to Life Pat and Singh Mallik

group as well, including archaeolo-
gist Roy Larick, ornithologist Andy 
Jones, and Eric Yarham, who used 
his musical-theater voice to project 
tour-stop descriptions from John-
son’s handout (which can be found 
at https://bit.ly/3ydx9xK).
 RSVP for the Jan. 22 walk at 
https://bit.ly/30cKF8m so that you can 

A chilly November walk in Forest Hill Park. One of three stone staircases at Lower Lake.
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be notified if the walk is rescheduled 
due to weather. E-mail questions to 
friendsofheightsparks@gmail.com.

Peggy Spaeth is a member of the Cleve-
land Heights Parks & Recreation board, 
co-chair of Friends of Lower Lake, and 
one of the instigators of Friends of Heights 
Parks.
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Non-working string lights will be collected through Jan. 31, at the four 
Heights Libraries branches. 
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String-lights recycling drive to benefit the zoo

Catalina Wagers

The success of the Cleveland Heights 
Green Team’s (CHGT) post-election 
yard-sign collection prompted the 
group to plan a post-Christmas 
Heights Holiday String Lights Col-
lection Drive.
 From Dec. 26 through Jan. 31, 

this effort, we can make a big posi-
tive impact in this year’s numbers,” 
said Newman. “Heights residents are 
good at coming together for a good 
cause, and protecting endangered 
species is a really good cause.”
 From Nov. 3 to Nov. 14, Cleve-
land Heights residents were able to 
recycle yard signs by dropping them 
off at one of five collection points in 
the city. “The response was beyond 
anything we expected. The commu-
nity really embraced the effort,” said  
Sitarik.
 “We collected approximately 
1,500 yard signs, from which about 
1,200 were taken to the Cuyahoga 
County Solid Waste District for 
recycling,” said Sitarik. The balance 
was returned to four candidates who 
asked for them back. “These are 
1,500 signs that did not end up in the 
landfill,” she added.
 CHGT organized that recycling 
drive in partnership with Heights 
Libraries, Dave’s, Zagara’s Market-
place, and Save-A-Lot.
 To learn more about the holiday 
string-light collection drive and the 
Lights for Lions program, visit the 
Cleveland Heights Green Team’s 
website, at www.chgreenteam.org.

Catalina Wagers is a resident of the Fair-
fax neighborhood. She is involved with 
several local organizations, supporting 
causes and programs focused on the adva-
cement of NEO through better access to 
education, policy advocacy, and environ-
mental protection. She is co-founder of the 
Cleveland Heights Green Team.

program,” explained Nikki New-
man, a member of CHGT. “They 
should not be mixed in a blue bag 
or recycling bin. We know our resi-
dents want to do the right thing by 
trying to recycle them, but they will 
end up in the landfill if not recycled  
correctly.”
 “Collection boxes will be clearly 
marked and conveniently placed 
within the grounds of the libraries 
to make it easier for our community 
to participate,” said Alex Sitarik, co-
founder of CHGT.
 “What makes this collection 
even more special,” noted Sitarik, 
“is that it will benefit the Cleveland 
Zoo’s Lights for Lions conservation 
initiative. This is the perfect ending 
for the season of giving.”
 Last year, the zoo’s Lights for 
Lions effort collected nearly two tons 
of holiday lights. 
 “If our community rallies around 

Heights residents can drop off bro-
ken, non-working, or used strings of 
lights and extension cords at any of 
the four Heights Libraries branches 
in Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights.
 “Broken string lights and dam-
aged extension cords cannot be recy-
cled through the curbside recycling 

Campaign signs for recycling from the Heights Green Team’s first col-
lection effort. 
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Author event features Janice Mitchell

Legal Aid award honors 
CH resident Ashley Bailes       

Donna Johnson  

Author Jan-
ice Mitchell 
wil l be the 
guest at the 
P.E .O.  In-
ternational 
C l e v e l a n d 
H e i g h t s 
Chapter Q 
10th Annual 

Author Event. The free, virtual event 
will take place on Saturday, Jan. 29, 
1–2 p.m. 
 Mitchell‘s memoir, My Ticket to 
Ride: How I Ran Away to England to 
Meet the Beatles and Got Rock and Roll 
Banned in Cleveland (A True Story 
From 1964), relates her adventures as 
a 16-year-old who, with a friend, ran 
away from Cleveland Heights and 
traveled to England at the beginning 
of Beatlemania.
 During the event, Mitchell will 
take questions and share anecdotes 
of her adventures as an international 
runaway.
 Mitchell stated, “I’m honored 
to spend the afternoon with P.E.O. 
Their theme, Carrying Our Story 
Forward, aligns perfectly with my 
book. It’s my true story of determi-
nation, independence, international 
travel, adventure, and the Beatles—

Tonya Sams  

The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland 
awarded Ashley Bailes, a Cleveland 
Heights resident, its 2021 Access to 
Justice Award.
 The award was presented at 
the society’s livestreamed annual 
meeting, on Dec. 9. It is bestowed 
annually to recognize significant 
contributions to advancing the 
mission of the Legal Aid Society 
of Cleveland through pro bono 

all at the age of 16!”
 Chapter Q is partnering on the 
event with Mac’s Backs-Books on 
Coventry. As the designated book 
partner, Mac’s Backs (www.macs-
backs.com) will have signed copies of 
the book available for purchase. The 
bookstore is located at 1820 Coven-
try Road, in Cleveland Heights.
 While the Jan. 29 author event is 
free, registration is required. Regis-
ter online at www.eventbrite.com/10th
annualvirtualauthoreventwithjanicemi
tchell. Donations to help fund P.E.O. 
International’s projects in support 
of women’s continued education are 
welcome, and can be made online 
at Donately.com/PEOChapterQOhio. 
For additional information, send an 
e-mail to chapterqohio@gmail.com.
 Previous guest authors have 
included James Renner, Thrity 
Umrigar, Mary Doria Russell, Dr. 
Sam Thomas, D.M. Pulley, Annie 
Hogsett, Claire McMillan, Eliese 
Colette Goldbach, and former poet 
laureate for the state of Ohio, Dave 
Lucas.

Donna Johnson has been a member of 
Cleveland Heights Chapter Q of P.E.O. 
International since 2015. She has resided 
in Cleveland Heights since 1995.   

commitment.
 Bailes is an associate in the 
litigation group at Taft Stettinius 
& Hollister LLP, where she focuses 
on complex civ i l  l it igation in 
state and federal courts. She felt 
compelled to begin volunteering 
with The Legal Aid Society during 
the pandemic, when she recognized 
that people with low incomes were 
losing their homes and struggling 
disproportionately.
 Ba i les began volunteer ing 
with Legal Aid on a complicated 
eviction case. She logged more than 
100 volunteer hours in 2021, and 
made an enormous impact for her  
client.
 Additional information about 
Bailes and other award recipients 
is available on Legal Aid’s website: 
https://lasclev.org/2021volunteerawards.

Tonya Sams is the development and 
communications assistant at The Legal 
Aid Society of Cleveland.

Janice Mitchell

Ashley Bailes, of Cleveland Heights, received the 
2021 Access to Justice Award from The Legal Aid 
Society of Cleveland.
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No need to wait a month for more community news. 

get the 

Heights Observer  

e-news in your inbox every Tuesday.
 

sign up for free at  
bit.ly/Ho-enews

(No spam; you can unsubscribe with  
a single click at any time) 
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HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Library’s Matchmakers offer new online service

Sheryl Banks

The Heights Libraries Matchmakers, 
a group of librarians who specialize in 
helping customers find materials, will 
mark its 10th anniversary in 2022, and 
is celebrating by launching Match Me 
Up, a new service for customers.
 Match Me Up is an online form 
that elicits pertinent information from 
customers that can help staff find ma-
terials to their liking, and put them on 
the holds shelf at the library branch of 
the customer’s choosing.
 Previously, customers could e-mail 
or talk to the Matchmakers, but the 
new form streamlines and simplifies 
the process.
 “The CLEVNET system makes 

millions of items 
available to li-
brary card hold-
ers,” said Andrea 
Lynn, adult ser-
vices l ibrarian 
and a member 
of the Match-
makers. “That’s 
wonderful, but 
it can also be a 
little overwhelm-
ing. Where do 
you start? It’s like 
trying to find a 
needle in a hay-
stack. We wanted 
to make it as easy 
as possible to help 
folks find some-
thing they’ll en-
joy, and the form 

just makes it easier.”
 It also gives the Matchmakers 
time to fully research the request, and 
get input from other staff who might 
specialize in particular genres or areas 
of interest.
 “A written request allows us the 
time to reach out to other staff who 
really know a subject area to get the 
best recommendation we can,” said 
Lynn. “I know a lot about Jane Austen, 
for instance, but someone in the Youth 
Services Department would know 
more than I do about graphic novels 
for young adults.”
 The Matchmakers formed in 2012 
to focus more formally on helping cus-
tomers find books, movies and music 
that they would probably love but just 

Adult Services Librarian Andrea Lynn helps customers find great books.
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Spend two or four weeks using the tools and 
processes only available to our students while 
experiencing what it’s like to attend a college of  
art and design. Earn college credits while  
building your portfolio. View course listings  
and apply at cia.edu/precollege.

cia.edu/precollege
Session 1: June 19–July 1
Session 2: July 10–22

2022
Summer 
Pre-College
Program

Cleveland 
Institute 
of Art
Creativity 
Matters

Need affordable Medicare 
that’s in step with your life?

This is an advertisement. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and 
product availability varies by state. 

Choosing the right Medicare coverage can 
be confusing.
I can help you find a plan 
that’s right for YOU  
and YOUR BUDGET.

Call today for personalized service!
(216) 375-5902

Kathy Carvin
Licensed Insurance Agent 

Kathy Carvin 
Licensed Insurance Agent

This is an advertisement. 

Not all agents are licensed 

to sell all products. Service 

and product availability 

varies by state.  

46275-HM-0920

NOVEMBER 15, 2021

Board members present were President Dana 
Fluellen, Vice President Gabe Crenshaw, Patti 
Carlyle, Annette Iwamoto, Tyler McTeague, 
and Vikas Turakhia. Max Gerboc was absent.

Financial and investment report
Total cash balance across the operating 
accounts, Bauer Fund accounts, and 
investment accounts was $22,285,030.57.

Board resolutions
The board approved the following items:
•  The purchase of a network storage device.
•  Amending Dobama Theatre’s lease to 

include additional office and storage 
space, and to increase Dobama’s portion 
of utilities for the additional square footage.

•  The annual premium for property, liability, 
and cyber insurance.

•  Repairs to the heating, ventilation, and air-
conditioning system at the former Coventry 
school, at 2843 Washington Blvd.

•  Staff life insurance and long-term disability 
insurance plans. 

Director’s report
The Lee Road Library’s local history room 
is available for walk-ins on most weekday 
afternoons, 2–4 p.m., and by appointment. 
Appointments can be scheduled with the 
local history librarian at localhistory@
heightslibrary.org. The request should include 
the date and time for use of the space, and 
a description of any research request and 
technology to be used.
 Coventry Village Library construction 
will begin in January, focusing mainly on the 

lower level, and office space on the first floor. 
Minimal disruption of services is expected.
 Staffing has been a challenge, with 
staffing thin in some areas. There are 
11 positions currently open. The board 
discussed highlighting the increased pay 
ranges approved to attract more talent to the 
library.
 The work of the reference staff will be 
organized differently in 2022. All reference 
staff, including librarians, associates, and 
technology trainers, will work in six teams, 
with a strategic focus for each team: Lifelong 
Learning, Arts and Entertainment, Workforce 
Development, Health and Wellness, Diversity, 
and Community Needs. The teams will have 
as their first charge the creation of a summary 
of all the library is doing in these areas.  
 New people-counters have been installed 
at the Lee Road and University Heights 
branches. This should alleviate the problems 
with statistics experienced by the library.

Public service report
•  An increasing number of programs are now 

being offered, both online and in person.
•  There were 349 new library card sign-ups 

in October.
•  Youth services staff handed out 168 snacks 

to children and teens after school. 
•  Circulation is increasing to near pre-

pandemic lockdown levels. 

LWV Observer: Elizabeth M. Tracy. 

Information about the board, board meeting 
minutes and audio recordings of board 
meetings can be found at https://heightslibrary.
org/locations/heights-libraries-board.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Public Library Board 
Meeting highlights

couldn’t always locate on their own.
 They also provide recommenda-
tions though their blogs, which can 
be found at http://heightslibrary.org/
recommend. The blogs are searchable by 
reader age, genre and topic, with cat-
egories that include beginning readers, 
historical fiction, sci-fi, and mysteries, 
just to name a few.
 The new Match Me Up form can 
be found at http://heightslibrary.org/
recommend/match-me-up, or through a 
link on the library’s home page, http://
heightslibrary.org.

Sheryl Banks is the communications man-
ager for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System.

• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

 www.ustonroof.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA
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Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance
For all your personal and  
business insurance needs 

www.KellerNational.com

An independent agent 
Dedicated to your unique needs

3109 Mayfield Road, Suite 203 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216-965-0646 Call Jared Lavender

For healthy, beautiful trees next spring, the time 
to care for them is now. Let our Certified Arborists 
assess your valuable canopy. Call today.

440-463-7379
RipleyTreeService.com

Pruning 
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems
Disease Identification

Immunization 
Stump Grinding 
Tree Removal 
Yard Expansion & more ...

24/7 Emergency Services | Free Estimates | Full Residential Services

ISA Certified
Arborist

#OH-6536A

since 2001

Winter is  
 Pruning Season

Sometimes it’s 
good to be flaky

T H E

2267 Lee Rd• Cleveland, OH 44118•216.932.3003• stone-oven.com

We take our flakiness seriously when creating the perfect 
buttery croissant! And now we offer Bake-at-Home 
Croissants in 5 delicious varieties. 

NOVEMBER 16, 2021 — Special Meeting

Board members present were President James 
Posch, Dan Heintz, Malia Lewis, Jodi Sourini, 
and Beverly Wright. Also present were 
Superintendent Elizabeth Kirby and Treasurer 
Scott Gainer. 

Financial reports
Scott Gainer stated the need for board 
approval so that the CH-UH Five-Year 
Financial Forecast could be presented to the 
state. The forecast was developed using a 
simulation provided by the Ohio Department 
of Education (ODE) and the state of Ohio. 
He cautioned that the forecast could change 
substantially because there is ambiguity in the 
state budget, and distribution of some funds is 
still being discussed by the legislature. Gainer 
specifically mentioned Disadvantaged Pupil 
Impact Aid (DPIA), along with lost foundation 
aid that had previously covered vouchers.
 Dan Heintz stated that many in the Heights 
community are aware of the present funding 
issues. He said the need to pressure legislators 
regarding funding was important so that what 
was promised would be delivered.
 The board approved the financial 
reports as part of a consent agenda. The 
appropriations adjustments and the financial 
reports can be found online.

Substitute teachers
The Ohio legislature passed Senate Bill 
1 (SB1), which allows one-year flexibility 
to lift the state requirement for a substitute 
teacher to hold a post-secondary degree. 
Superintendent Kirby presented a resolution 
to the board as an emergency measure due 

to a teacher shortage. Newly hired substitute 
teachers will still receive special training, 
including equity training. The board approved 
the resolution.

LWV Observer: Rosemarie Fairman.

NOVEMBER 30, 2021 — Special Work 
Session

Board President James Posch was absent. All 
other board members were present, as were 
the superintendent and treasurer.

Calendar changes
Superintendent Kirby, along with Paul Lom-
bardo, assistant superintendent, presented 
requests for two changes to the 2021–22 
School Calendar: an additional professional 
development day on Jan. 31, and a holiday on 
June 19 (Juneteenth). The proposed changes 
will be posted on the district’s website, and 
the community can provide feedback.
 The Jan. 31 professional day will coincide 
with the end of MAP testing, and will allow 
that to be included in the in-service agenda. 
The June 19 holiday will impact the summer 
session schedule.
 No action was needed on this first 
reading.

LWV Observer: Rosemarie Fairman.

Documents for all board meetings can be ac-
cessed at www.chuh.org/BoardofEducation.
aspx. Board meetings are livestreamed on 
the district’s YouTube channel (www.youtube.
com/CHUHSchools) and recorded for later 
viewing.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Board of Education 
Meeting highlights
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What am I, chopped liver?
SONGS AND 
STORIES

another $6. That would bring the 
total to about $34. If you add potato 
salad, that’s another $6.95.
 A side of chopped liver? Don’t 
ask. Okay—it’s $11.45. I’m sure it’s 
very good. And I would definitely eat 
some right now. But, I mean, $11.45? 
That’s about the price of three large 
bags of Doritos. And there was a 
time in the late ’60s, crashing at 
apartments around Coventry, when 
a large bag of Doritos would keep 
me alive for three days. I would have 
accepted donations of chopped liver 
then, too, having grown up with it 
and liking it.
 When I was a kid in the 1950s, 
l iving upstairs from my father’s 
aunt in an up-and-down duplex on 
Belmar Road, my great-aunt used 
to make chopped liver every Friday 
for Shabbat dinner for her family. 
She’d start at about 6:30 a.m., with 
the strong odors of frying onions 
and liver permeating our kitchen, 
where I was trying to eat a bowl of 
Frosted Flakes, reading the Plain 
Dealer comics section, and listen-
ing to my great-aunt chopping and 
chopping and chopping with her 
rounded, four-blade chopper in her 
old wooden bowl. 
 At that time of day, at that age, 
chopped liver seemed completely 
disgusting (and I know that it still 
does to many people, at any time, 
of any age). But I would order it at 
delis—like Benky’s (and later Irv’s) 
on Coventry; or Solomon’s, and 
Corky and Lenny’s, at Cedar Center; 
or Budin’s on Chagrin Boulevard in 
Shaker Heights—when my parents 
took me.
 And speaking of Benky’s and Bu-
din’s, at the time Benky’s was open, 
Budin’s was selling corned beef on 
Coventry, too. Budin’s became bet-
ter known when my great-aunt (the 
one who lived downstairs) and her 
husband, my grandfather’s brother, 
moved it from Coventry to Shaker 
Heights, and it evolved into a sit-
down restaurant, where Paul New-
man worked as a busboy.
 My father tried to work there 
for a while, too, when I was a kid 
and he was working his way through 

school, on his way to becoming a 
college English and speech teacher. 
He had gone to college brief ly, but 
when World War II broke out, he 
enlisted in the Navy—to avoid get-
ting drafted into the Army, because 
he didn’t like to walk. That’s one of 
the few things we agreed on.
 And that’s another thing that 
made our conversation at Irv’s un-
usual—that we agreed on a major 
point I was making. I proposed 
that it would make more sense for 
me to quit school right then, than 
to waste my time in school, which I 
was obviously doing, when I could, 
instead, be working on what I knew 
was going to be my career, music. 

To my shock, he agreed. But he 
pointed out that it was not feasible, 
legally.
 I remember the corned beef 
and chopped liver sandwich I had 
that night. I remember the way 
Irv’s looked that night, and also the 
way it looked a couple of years later. 
And I remember everything about 
that conversation with my father.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the 
former editor of Cleveland Magazine 
and Northern Ohio Live, an author, and 
a professional musician and comedian. 
His writing focuses on the arts and, 
especially, pop-music history.

This was the restaurant everyone called Benky’s, in 1938, about 20 years before it became Irv’s. 
The building, constucted in 1923, still stands, though the delis are long gone. 
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David Budin

I mentioned here, once, long ago, 
a part of a conversation I had with 
my father when I was in 10th grade 
at Heights High. I was eating 
dinner with him at Irv’s deli on 
Coventry Road. That was unusual 
on at least a couple of levels: First, 
by that age, I rarely did anything 
with my father, especially includ-
ing talking. Also, it was shortly 
before the era when Irv’s changed 
from a bona fide restaurant, a fam-
ily place, to a hangout for hippies, 
a clubhouse for misfits. I spent a 
lot of time there then, too—often 
in deep discussion, but not with 
my father.
 The conversation with my 
father began with him opening 
the menu and excla iming, “A 
dollar-thirty-five for a corned beef 
sandwich!? I remember when they 
cost fifteen cents.” I said, “Fifteen 
cents? Why did they even bother 
to charge anything, at that rate?” 
But then, about 10 years later, I 
was looking at the menu at the 
Carnegie Deli in Midtown Man-
hattan, and I found myself say-
ing, “Seven-fifty for a corned beef 
sandwich? I remember when they 
cost a dollar-thirty-five.”
 And a decade after that, I was 
sitting with some people in the 
Stage Deli, also in Manhattan, 
and I noticed that a corned beef 
sandwich cost $15. So, I told them 
the above story.
 Today, at Katz’s, on Manhat-
tan’s Lower East Side—probably 
the oldest and best-known deli 
in New York City—you can get 
a basic corned beef sandwich for 
$23.95. On the restaurant’s online 
menu, if you also click the “extra 
lean,” “deli rye” and “mustard” op-
tions, the price sails to $27.95. And 
then, tacking on all seven avail-
able extras (Swiss cheese, tomato, 
lettuce, etc.) you’l l add almost 

HONOR 
by Thrity Umrigar 
available at Mac’s on 

January 4th

1820 Coventry Rd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118   •   216.321.2665 

w w w . m a c s b a c k s . c o m

                     New Year. 
                        New Projects. 

3451 Fairmount Blvd.      Cleveland Heights, OH  44118       216-303-9862 
  www.eastwoodfurniture.com              facebook.com/EastwoodFurniture 

NOW IN OUR LOFT . . .  
Kitchen and built-in displays . . . AND 
 

We also build custom wall units & kitchen cabinets. 
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Atomic Heart Ikon, by William Brouillard.

From the Parkview, by Jesse Rhinehart.

Admissions Open House for 18 months - 8th Grade
Registration is required www.ruffingmontessori.net

3380 FAIRMOUNT BOULEVARD, CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OHIO • 216.321.7571

RUFFING MONTESSORI SCHOOL

SATURDAY, JANUARY 22 • 12-2 PM

OPEN HOUSE

Heights Arts gets the ‘Rust’ out to start 2022 
and interpretation of the works on 
view.  
 On view concurrently, in the 
adjacent Spotlight Gallery, will be 
works by artist Jesse Rhinehart. A 
Cleveland Heights resident, Rhine-
hart has created public commissions 
for the Club Lounge at Progressive 
Field, as well as the former Special 
Exhibition Dining Room and Edu-
cation Classroom at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art. Two murals by 
Rhinehart were commissioned by 
Heights Arts, in 2004 and 2008 
respectively, and can be seen today 
at both ends of the landmark Ce-
dar Fairmount Center building in 
Cleveland Heights. The murals were 
adapted from historical photos of the 
area.  
 Rhinehart said of his work, “On 
one hand, my work is a simple hom-
age to the elements of design and the 
deep-rooted beauty therein, but this 
is more of a tool to reach a deeper 
psychological content in my paint-
ings. What that content is I have 
never been able to completely express 
to my satisfaction. I do know it is not 
just a sentimental ode to things old 
and decrepit (for that I have a mir-
ror). Not all of my paintings have age 
or decay as subject matter but they 
still possess the same subliminal 
draw. I find kinship in the words of 
David Byrne, who once said that the 
purpose of art is to elevate the mun-

Tom Masaveg

Heights Arts starts off 2022 a little 
bit rusty . . . 
 Many current residents never 
saw the city of steel and industry 
that once drew people from all over 
the world to live and work in Greater 
Cleveland. Many of those facilities 
were already crumbling decades 
ago. The industrial era is unfamiliar 
to many, generations later. Instead, 
abandoned warehouses seem only 
lost ruins, housing mysterious cor-
roded parts that may as well be ar-
tifacts from crashed UFOs. There’s 
a fascination with urban decay that 
lives in people from the industrial 
Midwest. It’s commonly character-
ized by an affinity for coarse textures 
and tarnished hues that hold decades 
of depth.
 Heights Arts’ first gallery exhibi-
tion of 2022 presents this legacy of 
struggle, perseverance, and resilience 
as parts of a whole, expressed as only 

Cleveland artists can. Running Jan. 
14 though March 13, Rust features 
the work of eight artists: Matthew 
Albright, William Brouillard, Mi-
chael Costello, Adrian DesJardins, 
Linda Mayer, Doug Meyer, Pamela 
Pastoric, and Steven Yusko. 
 Heights Arts exhibitions are 
conceived and curated by a team of 
volunteers. Exhibitions Community 
Team member Sharon Grossman 
took the lead on this one. She wrote, 
“This exhibition embodies an aes-
thetic of reuse and reclamation that 
celebrates the Rust Belt’s layers of 
character—the muscularity, the re-
finement, the resilience, the patina of 
age, and the energy of reinvention.“ 
 The public opening will take 
place on Friday, Jan. 14, 5–8 p.m. 
On Thursday, Feb. 17, guests can 
experience the accompanying “Ek-
phrastacy: Artists Talk + Poets Re-
spond” event, which brings together 
exhibition artists and invited com-
munity poets to discuss inspiration 

dane to the sublime. I don’t know if 
my paintings accomplish such lofty 
goals. Only you the viewer can be the 
judge.”
 For more information on upcom-
ing programs and events at Heights 
Arts, visit the gallery/store at 2175 Lee 
Road, or go to www.heightsarts.org. 

Tom Masaveg is a local public artist 
specializing in augmented reality instal-
lation and graphite works on paper. He’s 
also the programs manager at Heights 
Arts. Feel free to reach out via programs@
heightsarts.org.
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A 2018 LEI playwriting workshop participant, 
at Dobama Theatre.
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Dobama continues its season with ‘Hurricane Diane’

Nathaniel Motta

Dobama Theatre’s 2021–22 mainstage 
season continues with the Cleveland 
premiere of the 2019 Obie Award-
winner “Hurricane Diane.” The play, 
by Pulitzer finalist Madeleine George, 
will run from Jan. 21 through Feb. 13.
 The Dia ne of  the t it le  i s 
a permaculture gardener with 
supernatural abilities. Owing to 
her true identity—the Greek god 
Dionysus—she has returned to 
the modern world to gather mortal 
followers to restore the earth to 
its natural state. Where better 
to begin than by seducing four 
housewives in a suburban New 
Jersey cul-de-sac?
 In this award-winning comedy 
with a twist, George pens a hilarious 
evisceration of the “blind eye” we 
all turn to climate change, and 
the impending storm of catharsis 
that awaits us all, even in our own 
backyards.
 “Hurricane Diane” was written 
with “The Bacchae” in mind. In 
“Bacchae,” an ancient Greek tragedy 
by Euripides, Dionysus (the god of 
wine, song, revelry, and fertility) 
returns to Thebes to seek revenge 
on the city’s leader for forbidding 

his people to worship Dionysus. The 
god whips the women of Thebes into 
a frenzy, and they eventually kill 
their leader. Through the millennia, 
“Bacchae” has become symbolic of 
female empowerment, the fluidity 
of gender, and the inevitable price of 
vanity. It is also, surprisingly, played 
for laughs. 
 By writing the play in the style 
of Greek comedy, George finds ways 
to mine both the humanity and the 
inevitability of climate change. Her 
characters grapple with questions that 
seem both urgent and unanswerable: 
What can I do to stop this? And what 
can I do if I fail? 
 New York critics regarded the 
play as a hilarious and biting look 
into the world of suburbia, creature 
comforts, and the crisis of American 
individualism that defiantly rejects 
change.
 “Hurricane Diane” lays bare 
the critical mass of buy-in it will 
take to manage the climate crisis—
through a string of humorous sitcom 
scenes, audiences are able to peer 
into the housewives’ heads one-by-
one, begging the question of whether 
climate change is truly fated or if the 
crisis of human nature produced the 
impending “hurricane.”
 D o ba m a ’s  pr o d u c t ion  of 
“Hurricane Diane” is directed by 
Shannon Sindelar, and features an 
all-female cast: Amiee Collier, Natalie 
Green, Colleen Longshaw, Lara 
Mielcarek, and Lana Sugarman.
 Performances are Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday evenings, 
and Sunday afternoons. For a 
complete schedule, ticket prices, 
and reservations, call the Dobama 
Theatre box office at 216-932-3396. 
Ask about reduced prices for RUSH 

tickets (available before curtain time), 
and the “pay-as-you-can” performance 
on Jan. 23, at 7:30 pm.

Nathaniel Motta is the artistic director at 
Dobama Theatre.

Wishing you a warm and 
cuddly New Year.

ahhh...
Cartoon by Ham Khan | Reprinted from Funny Times. 

ph: 216.371.8600 » WWW.FUNNYTIMES.COM 24 pages of humor, politics and fun »

LEI offers playwriting workshops
Eli Millette

In partnership with Dobama The-
atre, Lake Erie Ink (LEI) will kick 
off the new year with Playwriting, a 
workshop for writers at all levels, in 
grades two through 12. Participants 
will have the opportunity to work on 
their storytelling skills with support 
from local professionals. 
 Julie Fisher, local playwright, 
director, and actor, will lead the work-
shops and help participants write their 
own original plays.
 “This experience allows kids’ 
imaginations to come to life,” Cha-
risse Bailey, curriculum director at 
Lake Erie Ink, said of the workshops. 
“It’s a way for children from different 
backgrounds and different experi-
ences to come together and share 
those experiences.”
 The Playwriting workshop will 
take place at Dobama Theatre, 2340 
Lee Road, in Cleveland Heights. LEI 
will conduct two sessions, on Jan. 22 
and Feb. 5, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. There is a $10 fee for each ses-
sion, with some scholarships available. 

To register, visit www.lakeerieink.org/
register. For more information, visit 
https://lakeerieink.org/playwriting, or 
call 216-320-4757.
 Playwriting participants will have 
the option to submit their work to 
the 43rd Marilyn Bianchi Playwriting 
Festival, the oldest youth-playwriting 
festival in the country. As part of the 
festival, those whose work is selected 
will be able to see their plays per-
formed on the Dobama stage by adult 
professionals.

Eli Millette works as the communications 
and outreach director at Lake Erie Ink. He 
lives in Cleveland Heights. 

Showroom Open for Walk Ins!

Curbside Pickup � �ocal �elivery �till �vailable

216.932.3200

2285 Lee Rd. Cleveland Heights, OH 

WWW.MITCHELLSCHOCOLATES.COM
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presented by:

*Makers & Creators: This space is reserved for creative businesses like yours! Details at: heightobserver.org>advertising>display

NEW ad  
space just  

for Makers!
Reach 10,000 

for $25  
or less*

CREATIVE MARKETPLACE
ARTISANAL GIFTS AND PRODUCTS STRAIGHT FROM THE MAKERS

Larchmere Fire Works

Blacksmithing & Glassblowing
Private Classes

216.246.4716
12406 Larchmere Blvd

Cassidy Anderson/Blacksmith 
Tina Haldiman-Brock/Glassblower

            *we don’t sell fireworks

HHeeyy,,  MMaakkeerrss  &&  CCrreeaattoorrss  
Reach 10,000 people 

for $25 or less 
 

This space is reserved 
for creative businesses like yours 

to help you sell your stuff 
 

Details at: 
heightsobserver.org>Advertising>Display 

 Paint & Sip    at CLE Urban Winery 

2.25.2022  
6:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

For event details and to register: 
 https://conta.cc/3DRztMc 

or email djinthepaint@gmail.com 

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

 1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolutions.com

 VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE

Since 1982

Honesty, Value and 
Communication

Visit our website
to schedule your

service online

Take a stab

2026 Murray Hill Road, No. 104, Cleveland
boltandspool.com  Follow @boltandspool

at needle felting.

Cuyahoga  County ranks 75th out of Ohio’s 88 
counties in health outcomes. 
MetroHealth has transformed their entire 
healthcare system to address the social 
determinants of health disparities due to social 
isolation, food, housing and employment 
insecurity. What are the preliminary results of 
Metro’s major transformation in health care?   

Transforming Health Care: 
What's Coming? 

Speaker: Akram Boutros, CEO, MetroHealth System

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF CLEVELAND 

Sunday, Jan. 23, 9:30-10:45 a.m. 

Password: 264553

Boutros

To join the forum: 
 https://bit.ly/UUCC-Forums

Coventry PEACE Lantern Festival

Coventry PEACE Campus hosted a community celebration of light during 
the darkness of winter on Dec. 11. Earlier that day, Artful artists Jacqui 
Brown (Studio Cat) and Adam Brumma (Living Art), along with Art Acts 
artist Tanya Gonzalez, held a free lantern-making workshop for commu-
nity members. Lake Erie Ink staff helped them write solstice-themed stories 
and winter-themed haiku. Then, at 5 p.m., participants joined in a lantern 
procession through Coventry PEACE Park and the Coventry Village Busi-
ness District, led by illuminated musicians and dancers, and orchestrated 
by Robin Van Lear. Participants then headed back to Coventry PEACE 
Campus for cocoa and cookies, courtesy of FutureHeights and Reaching 
Heights, and caroling with the Singers Club of Cleveland. Learn more about 
Coventry PEACE Campus at  www.coventrypeacecampus.org.
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No need to wait a month for more community news. 

get the 

Heights Observer  

e-news in your inbox every Tuesday.
 

sign up for free at  
bit.ly/Ho-enews

(No spam; you can unsubscribe with  
a single click at any time) 

  
 

 

Shop  
Local

Shop  
Local

HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor  
of the  

Lee Road Branch 

Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books,     
DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale     

Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!    
www.friendsheightslibraries.org 

All proceeds  
support the library 

CLASSIFIEDS

 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round 
Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal 

Feeding • Oak Wilt Treatment 

(216) 486-5551 
We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

Member:  
National Arborist Assn. • TCIA • ISA 

 Free Estimates Fully Insured 

CCuussttoomm  TTaaiilloorriinngg  
&&  

EExxppeerrtt  MMeennddiinngg   
 

EEvveelliinnaa  AAlltteerraattiioonnss  

““IInn--hhoommee  ffiittttiinnggss  aavvaaiillaabbllee””  

  Call or Text 
((221166))  770022--33000099  

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Iyengar Yoga
Transforming Body, Breath and Mind

Online and In-Studio Classes

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & 
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting




Housing code violations

Wallpaper removal 
Plaster repairs

*** 10% off interior projects
 December through March!

We are bonded, insured, and maintain 
an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

7 Days 9 a.m.– 8 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS 

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

 Gold / Sterling Silver 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Bronze Figures
 Men’s Wristwatches 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC. 
For all your electrical needs 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

(440) 840-8941 
Ask for Steve               License #48370 

“Reliable electrical service and repair”  

LICENSED  BONDED 
WILL RESPOND TO EMERGENCY CALLS! 

Senior Discounts 
216-466-1352 

 

Monde the Handyman 
HVAC / PLUMBING / ELECTRICAL 

 Furnaces 
 Hot Water Tanks 
 Gas Lines & Leaks 
 Shower Manifolds 
 Faucets 

 Water Lines 
 Service Panels 
 Sockets 
 GFIC 
 TV Mounts 

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month

Shop  
Local
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