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FutureHomes program brings vacant houses back to life

Abby lawless

In 2019, FutureHeights, in part-
nership with the city of Cleveland 
Heights and the Cuyahoga County 
Land Bank, initiated FutureHomes, 
a housing rehabilitation program 
focused on bringing vacant homes 
in Cleveland Heights back to pro-
ductive use; and improving the 

economic, social, and environmen-
tal conditions in their respective 
neighborhoods. 
 Since its inception, and de-
spite the challenges created by the 
pandemic, FutureHomes so far has 
managed the rehab of 20 properties.
 “Homes have luckily sold quick-
ly, but we haven’t been able to show-
case the good work through open 

houses because of COVID restric-
tions,” said Deanna Bremer Fisher, 
executive director of FutureHeights. 
“We’re looking forward to that chang-
ing.”
 The program originally focused 
on the “center city” area, comprising 
the block surrounding Heights High, 
in order to leverage the public invest-

UH’s Brennan reports 
state of the city is strong

CH City Council appoints Gail larson 
to fill vacancy
Deanna Bremer Fisher

At its Feb. 7 meeting, Cleveland 
Heights City Council appointed 
Gail Larson to the seat vacated by 
Kahlil Seren, who was sworn in as 
mayor on Jan. 3. The appointment 
runs through Dec. 31, 2022. Seren’s 
full unexpired term runs through 
Dec. 31, 2023. The last year of it 
will be on the ballot in November 
2022. Larson said she plans to run 
for the seat in that election, to 
serve out the remainder of the 
unexpired term.
 The timing of the appointment 
came as a bit of a surprise, even to 
Larson, who happened to be at the 
council meeting.
 Council Member Tony Cuda 
said that Larson was a “great 
choice,” but noted that, while 
council had discussed applicants 
in executive session just prior to its 
public meeting, there was no guar-
antee that council would agree on a 

Gail Larson

candidate that evening. When the 
vote was taken, however, council 
unanimously voted in favor of ap-
pointing Larson.
 “I am delighted to be a part 
of this newly constituted council 
at this historical time in the city’s 
history,” said Larson. “It is an 
honor to have been selected.”
 A retired payroll specialist and 
speech pathologist, Larson has 
lived in the city’s Noble neigh-
borhood for eight years. She is a 
member of the Greater Cleveland 
Congregations (GCC) Housing 

‘Heights Conversations’ on race continue in March
lydia Ward

In cities like Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights, so often praised 
for being “walkable,” how do we see 
pedestrian safety being addressed, dis-
cussed, and prioritized? In her nonfic-
tion book Right of Way: Race, Class and 
the Silent Epidemic of Pedestrian Deaths 
in America, Cleveland-based journalist 
Angie Schmitt shines a spotlight on 
social inequities revealed by pedestrian 
accidents and pedestrian deaths.
 According to the book’s publisher, 
Island Press, “[These accidents] don’t 

Angie Schmitt’s book will be a topic of the 
March 2 talk, and the author will participate 
in the March 10 forum. continued on page 2

continued on page 8

Mike Cook

In his fourth State of the City address, 
delivered Feb. 9, University Heights 
Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan played 
some greatest hits, before introducing 
songs from the new album. Or, rather, 
the newly re-elected mayor of University 
Heights offered new policy initiatives 
and events.
 Brennan recapped some accom-
plishments of his first four years, includ-
ing the creation of an Economic De-
velopment Department, the successes 
of the rebuilt Finance Department, 
and the new homes being constructed. 
Brennan said he’s especially proud of 
how the city “persevered through the 
pandemic,” while refocusing on racial 
and social justice.
 “It is not a complete catalog,” Bren-
nan said. “It speaks of greatest hits, and 
doesn’t even explore the deep tracks.”
 Brennan asserted that he’d only just 
begun. “We are not here to rest on our 
laurels,” he said. “We are here to con-
tinue the relentless pursuit of seeking 
the best . . . and never being satisfied 
with anything less.”
 Brennan said his “Putting People 
First” budget, which he proposed in 
January, reflects what residents already 
know—UH City Hall is obsolete, out 
of date and inaccessible. There is no 
gathering space for the community. The 
buildings for the city’s Police, Fire, and 
Service departments are also woefully 
inadequate.
 “The residents of University 
Heights expect and deserve better,” 
Brennan said.
 According to Brennan’s budget, UH 
City Hall, and its Fire and Police depart-
ments would ideally remain located at 

happen because of jaywalking or dis-
tracted walking. They are predictable, 
occurring in stark geographic patterns 
that tell a story about systemic inequal-
ity. These deaths are the forgotten faces 
of an increasingly urgent public-health 
crisis that we have the tools, but not the 
will, to solve.”
 Last year, several Heights organiza-
tions hosted conversations about race 
and equity in our community. In 2022, 
the conversations continue with two 
community events that will focus on 
the intersectionality of race, class and 
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not a conven-
tional newspaper; it is a nonprofit 
publication for residents of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights.
 The Heights Observer has no writ-
ing staff; it is written by you—the 
readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want 
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights 
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to 
contribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Observ-
er? If so, please write it on your own, or 
with friends, neighbors or colleagues. 
Our volunteer editors will make sure 
it’s ready to publish, and contact you 
with any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click on 
“Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered for 
the April issue must be submitted by 
March 14. We publish some articles 
online only. We also publish an e-
newsletter each Tuesday.

In support of Cedar-
lee-Meadowbrook 
development project
To the Editor:

I strongly support the CH City 
Council-approved mixed-use devel-
opment at Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook 
(the CLM project). This project is the 
single most promising initiative I’ve 
seen in my 29 years as a Cleveland 
Heights resident. I strongly urge our 
city council to continue to pursue 
this development project with all 
due speed.
 As the incoming president of the 
Heights Arts Board of Directors, and 
as a concerned citizen, I welcome the 
revitalization this project would bring 
to the entire CLM community of 
residents, service providers, and local 
businesses.
 In addition, I find the current bal-
lot initiative proposing that the entire 
vacant acreage be used for creation of 
a public space to be both short-sighted 
and legally irrelevant: Short-sighted, 
because the approved project already 
includes provision for inclusion of a 
public space; legally irrelevant, in light 
of the city law director’s opinion that 
passage of this initiative ordinance 
would be rendered moot by existing 
constitutional provisions barring laws 
that result in “retroactive impairment 
of a contract.”
 The CLM development project 
will bring an invigorating mix of new 
residents and businesses to the pro-
posed area, as well as a public space. 
Please continue to support and ad-
vance this crucial development proj-
ect. It will bring benefits to Cleveland 
Heights and its residents for decades 
to come!

Bill Stigelman
Cleveland Heights

Telling the truth to our children
Cynthia lehman

I write in response to Alan Rapoport’s 
opinion piece about The 1619 Project 
in the January 2022 Heights Observer. 
He asserts that “many qualified schol-
ars” have questioned the veracity of 
Nikole Hannah-Jones’s work. I have 
searched many online sources to locate 
the “many” but have found only a few. 
Even those few, for the most part, 
do not question the entire project, 
just certain interpretations made by 
Hannah-Jones. The major dispute 
seems to be over the notion that we 
fought the Revolutionary War to main-
tain slavery. My understanding is that 
she reworked that section before her 
book was published. (However, I would 
note that a paragraph opposing slavery 
was omitted from the Declaration of 
Independence, an indication of the in-
stitution’s strong hold on the colonies.)
 It is fascinating that Mr. Rapo-
port fears a “one-sided, biased, and 
ideological approach” in The 1619 
Project. I took American History 
in high school and in college. The 
details presented by Hannah-Jones 
and many other scholars about the 
history of enslaved peoples and their 
descendants rarely, if ever, appeared 
in my textbooks or in lectures. 
 James W. Loewen wrote Lies My 
Teacher Told Me: Everything Your Ameri-
can History Textbook Got Wrong, after an 
extensive study of high school texts.  
His conclusion was that the “history” 
we present in classrooms is a watered-
down and altered account of what 
really happened.
 Every day, our children enter class-
rooms where we should be committed 
to ensure they are learning the full truth 
of history. What seems to be happen-
ing in those classrooms is indoctrina-
tion (Rapoport’s word) to a sanitized 
version of who we are as a nation and 

what we have done here and abroad. I 
do not approve of indoctrination in any 
form. Neither do I approve of giving an 
incomplete and white-washed history 
to our children. The 1619 Project is a 
necessary corrective to what we have 
been all too ready to accept as the truth 
because we want to believe that we 
always do the right thing.
 I was taken aback by Mr. Rapo-
port’s complaint that the project clas-
sifies people according to skin color. 
When is the last time you filled out any 
form that did not ask your race? When 
is the last time you were anywhere and 
did not notice the color of the people 
around you? We are not a color-blind 
society, nor should we be. We need to 
know our history and know how we 
have come to be racially divided. We 
need to know how race has been and 
continues to be used in government 
and social policies that provide whites 
with innumerable advantages while 
disadvantaging people of color. To 
deny this means it will continue. This 
is not just about past actions; this is 
also about what is happening today.
 I’m not even certain how to re-
spond to his comments about a forum 
on pedophilia. It is a false equivalency. 
History is not the same thing as a 
psychiatric disorder. I hope that he 
did not mean to make an equivalency 
between people who want to explore 
history and those who physically and 
emotionally damage and use children 
for their gratification.
 I am grateful to the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Library 
for its continuing excellence. The 1619 
Project programs are a laudable proof 
of that excellence.

Cynthia Lehman is a committed volunteer 
working on a number of issues, including 
racial equity, reducing gun violence, and 
education.

conversations on race continued from page 1
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An addendum to a 
February opinion
In her opinion published in the Febru-
ary issue of the Heights Observer, Destiny 
Burns stated: “Some of these same activists 
[those favoring a park in place of mixed-
use development at Lee and Meadow-
brook roads] also have protested other 
development efforts in our city, including 
Top of the Hill and the Cleveland Heights 
Community Center projects.” Burns did 
not name any individuals. Fran Mentch, 
a leader of the People for the Park ballot 
initiative, notified the Heights Observer that 
she was “not involved in the Community 
Center.”

pedestrian safety.
 On Wednesday, March 2, at 7 p.m., 
Heights Libraries and FutureHeights 
will co-host a virtual talk on Right of 
Way. The book addresses the racism and 
classism that plays into the dismissal 
of pedestrian injuries and fatalities. To 
register, visit www.heightslibrary.org/
events/. Copies of the book are available 
to borrow at Heights Libraries, or to 
purchase at local bookstores, including 
Mac’s Backs–Books on Coventry.
 On Thursday, March 10, at 7 
p.m., the groups will present “Heights 
Conversations: Intersectionality of 

Pedestrian Safety,” a public forum 
that will feature a panel of experts, 
including author Schmitt and Heights 
Librarian John Piche, who will discuss 
the social trends that are putting pe-
destrians at risk, and the impacts of 
systemic, structural inequality in our 
communities on pedestrians of color. 
Attendees will learn about pedestrian 
safety in the Heights, and have the 
opportunity to discuss the intersec-
tionality of pedestrian safety with the 
panelists. For more information and 
to register, visit www.futureheights.org/
intersectionality.
 Heights Conversations is a part-

nership between FutureHeights, 
Heights Community Congress, Family 
Connections, Heights Libraries, the 
Cleveland University-Heights City 
School District, Reaching Heights, 
Road Printz, Compass Consulting 
Services, and the city of Cleveland 
Heights that is focused on creating 
spaces for dialogue surrounding anti-
racism and equity issues within the 
community.

Lydia Ward is a graduate student at the 
Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences at 
Case Western Reserve University, and is a 
FutureHeights intern.
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Helping display and 
preserve your art and 
memories since 1973

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
By appointment only

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-397-7671 woodtraderframing.com
Get $25 off on framing over $100

MOLA! 
MOLA! 
MOLA!

Stop in and learn about these fabulous 
works of art! Many to choose from, or 

bring yours to frame.

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 

Cleveland Heights’ new form of 
government, with Mayor Kahlil 
Seren at the helm and a city council 
of six (including three first-term 
members) is in its sixth week of 
existence as we write.
 Council has just met its first 
major challenge by unanimously 
appointing Gail Larson to be its 
seventh member within the 45-day 
limit imposed by the charter amend-
ment voters passed in November 
2021. We congratulate Larson, who 
will fill Seren’s former seat [as an ap-
pointee through the end of this year. 
The seat’s full term expires Dec. 31, 
2023, and will be on the ballot this 
November.] Kudos as well to council 
for meeting its obligation in a timely 
manner.
 City ballots feature charter 
amendments all the time, for a 
wide variety of reasons. Some are 
prompted by outside entities, like 
the county board of elections; 
others come from city councils, 
specially constituted charter review 
commissions (CRCs), or citizen 
initiatives.
 Cleveland Heights has a mayor/
council government now because of 
a 2019 citizen initiative. Regardless 
of who initiates an amendment, 
council must pass legislation putting 
a charter revision on the ballot so 
voters can decide.
 (Note: Ohio law dictates differ-
ent requirements for citizen-initiat-
ed ordinances, such as the current 
People for the Park proposal and the 
2013 Move to Amend petitions.)
 On Jan. 31, Council Mem-
ber Craig Cobb chaired the new 
council’s first Administrative Ser-
vices Committee meeting, with 
Vice Chair Anthony Mattox, com-
mittee member Tony Cuda, and 
Council President Melody Hart 
in attendance. To our dismay, the 
broad topic of charter review was 
on the agenda. Most of the discus-
sion, however, focused on Cuda’s 
introduction of a charter amend-
ment changing clerk of council 
from the part-time responsibility 
of the finance director to a stand-
alone position reporting directly to 
council. (The amendment as cur-

HeigHTS OF 
DeMOCRACy

rently worded would also permit 
council to hire additional staff and/
or consultants as needed.)
 In our October 2021 column 
(“Change is coming to Cleveland 
Heights City Council”), we strongly 
advocated switching to a full-time 
clerk. Our reading of the charter 
led us to believe this change could 
be accomplished immediately by 
council ordinance, and later rein-
forced with a charter amendment 
if need be. Apparently, the law de-
partment disagreed. At any rate, the 
Administrative Services Committee 
decided that Cuda’s proposed char-
ter amendment would receive a first 
reading by the full council, followed 
by discussion and possible place-
ment on the May ballot. We hope 
this or a similar amendment will go 
forward promptly. As we pointed 
out previously, many area cities 
with mayor/council governments 
have full-time clerks. This change 
would help to strengthen council as 
an effective separate and co-equal 
branch of our city’s government. 
As a bonus, the mayor and finance 
director apparently support the 
move.
 On the other hand, a charter 
review process initiated so early in 
our new government’s tenure would 
be a grievous misuse of time and 
effort. As a member of the most 
recent CRC, convened from 2017 
to 2019, one of us had the dubious 
honor of serving on a commission 
formed for the wrong reasons in the 
wrong way. We implore council: Let 
us not do that again.
 Cleveland Heights may want to 
consider ward representation and 
other important charter changes 
sometime in the future—but not 
now. Our government urgently 
needs to fill key positions at city 
hall, implement automated trash 
and recycling pickup, revamp hous-
ing and building programs, revive 
the Noble corridor, reinvent Sever-
ance Town Center, and focus on 
equity, safety and environmental 
sustainability. First things first.

Hot off the press: Friend, colleague, 
neighbor and democracy champion 
Greg Coleridge has a new book out. 
The Depth of Change (Selected Writings 
and Remarks on Social Change) is avail-
able at Mac’s Backs (216-321-2665).

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rauten-
berg are writers, editors and long-
time residents of Cleveland Heights. 
Contact them at heightsdemocracy@
gmail.com.

Charter matters
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• Weekly	Mow	&	Trim
• Lawn	Treatment	Programs
• Spring	Cleanup
• Lawn	&	Landscape

Renovation/Installation
• Shrub	&	Bed	Maintenance

FREE	month	of	
lawn	mowing

Details on our 
website

Call for a free Consultation

(440) 449-3050
Visit us at 
NeffLandscaping.com

Neff Landscaping
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for more than 
40 years
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voted safest joint in town

“inda heights”

2196 lee road
cleveland heights

216.932.9000 mojocle.com

d i n i n g  room now open

CH council infringes on landlords’ rights
Alan Rapoport

Almost the very last action taken in 
Cleveland Heights last year by city 
council was poorly conceived. It was 
an unwarranted infringement upon 
legal rights of private property owners. 
It was a misstep. It may prove a sign 
of worse yet to come.
 In December, council enacted 
a “Tenant’s Right to Pay to Stay” 
ordinance. It was designed to benefit 
tenants with financial problems. It 
provided that, at any time prior to the 
filing of an action to evict for nonpay-
ment of rent, a tenant shall have the 
right to pay the landlord all past due 
rent along with what it defined as “rea-
sonable” late fees. If the tenant takes 
such action, or at least tenders money, 
the ordinance purports to give the 
tenant an affirmative defense against 
eviction. It claims to be justified by a 
public health crisis.
 The ordinance was well inten-
tioned. But council ignored the harm 
it will be doing to landlords.
 This ordinance is a public appro-
priation of private property rights of 

landlords without compensation. It 
conflicts with state laws that provide 
that if a tenant receives a notice to 
vacate for non-payment, the landlord 
is not required thereafter to accept 
rent and can proceed with eviction. Per 
Section 3 of Article XVIII of the Ohio 
Constitution, Cleveland Heights has 
no legal authority to adopt and enforce 
a local law that is so in conflict with 
general and statewide concerns. A court 
challenge certainly should be expected.
 Many landlords are individuals 
just trying to make a living. They are 
not the evil characters of a Charles 
Dickens novel. All landlords have ex-
penses, and their financial obligations 
do not disappear just because a tenant 
did not promptly pay rent. If council 
succeeds in postponing evictions for 
any length of time at all, a financial 
burden of delay will fall on landlords.
 Some tenants may be suffering 
because of a public health crisis, but 
so are many landlords. Tenants need 
places to live, but landlords need de-
pendable income to make such places 
possible.
 For council to step into the middle 

The war on winter 
fun in the Heights
Joseph Houser

Wintertime is the best season, or at 
least it could be. With the cold and 
snow comes ice that is a terror on the 
roads, but a blessing on our ponds and 
lakes. One of the Heights’ great tradi-
tions in the winter could have been ice 
skating between trees and snowbanks. 
However, the local government will 
do everything in its power to prevent 
you from indulging in the graces of a 
winter wonderland.
 In early January, my friends and I 
(recent college graduates) attempted 
to play hockey on Lower Shaker Lake. 
We measured the ice to be 4 inches 
deep, so we began to shovel and put 
on skates. A man started yelling at us 
from the edge of the ice. He called 
the cops on us, and we were forced to 
retire. We went to a flooded sheet of 
ice in Shaker, which was fine until a 
local father began to yell at us to find 
somewhere else to play.
 As it was made relatively plain to 
us that we would be arrested should we 
play on any of the Shaker Lakes, and 
after repeatedly being kicked off of 
Wade Oval Lagoon, we decided to go 
to the Forest Hill pond in late January. 
We shoveled off a large section of the 
pond by the gazebo, and found the ice 
to be 7 inches thick. We even flooded 
the ice to make the surface smoother. 
A few days after we played our last 
game, some younger kids and their 
parents played on the ice. The cops 
were called, and they were forced to 
leave.
 Once again, law enforcement 
ruined the fun. The water could not 
have been more than 2.5 feet deep 
in the area we were playing in. Don’t 
get me wrong, I do not think anyone 
should go onto ice that is thin, even 
if it appears they can stand at first. 
However, in each of these cases, the 
police kicked people off of skateable, 
safe ice.
 Should our tax dollars really be 
spent preventing kids from playing 
hockey? The South Rink is still closed, 
and ice time is rare! There is no reason 
that residents should not be allowed to 
safely skate outdoors.

Joseph Houser, 25, is a lifelong Cleveland 
Heights resident.

of the eviction process is virtue signal-
ing at its very worst. Eviction matters 
should be left to private parties and 
the courts. The city has no interest 
in being seen as prejudiced against 
landlords—that only will discourage 
those very people necessary to pro-
vide quality low-income housing.
 Speaking for the ordinance, then 
council member and now Mayor Kahlil 
Seren stated that one of the tests of a 
society is, “Do we endeavor to protect 
the people who need protection, or do 
we abandon them? And I think this is 
a way we can add protection for people 
when they need it most.” He did not ap-
pear to believe landlords also are owed 
protection.
 The landlord-tenant relation-
ship is a matter of private contract. 
Seren and his colleagues apparently 
thought that their one-sided interfer-
ence with free enterprise was justi-
fied. He and they were mistaken.

Alan Rapoport, a longtime resident 
of Cleveland Heights, served on CH 
City Council (1980–87) and as mayor 
(1982–87).
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Tree Service Year Round
Pruning•Removals•Cabling & Bracing 
•Fertilization & Spraying• Air Spading

Proper Pruning of Fruit and  
Ornamental Trees

We sell and properly plant 
trees and shrubs

Fully Insured•Certified Arborist on staff

ISA TCIA NAA•ISA Certified #OH-6736

ARDMORE TREE SERVICE
Serving Tree Care Needs in the Heights 

for over 40 years

Free Estimates & Consultations
ardmoretreeservice@gmail.com•216-486-5551

Marchant Manor Cheese

2211 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio                                 (216) 860-1862
  marchantmanor.com               marchantmanorcheese       marchantmanor    

• Makers • Mongers • Mentors •

Handmade artisan cheese • Cheese accoutrements

Susie Kaeser 

It’s a new semester at Cleveland 
Heights High School, and enrollment 
in Advanced Placement (AP) courses 
is holding strong. In 2015, there were 
182 students who took one or more of 
the school’s 21 AP courses—about 12 
percent of all students. This semester, 
335 students signed up for at least one 
of the 23 courses now available. They 
account for about 24 percent of the 
1,400 students who attend high school 
at the corner of Cedar and Lee roads.
 According to Interim Admin-
istrative Principal Alisa McKinnie, 
while the COVID-19 pandemic has 
been disruptive to much that feels 
normal at Heights, enrollment in 
these rigorous courses continues 
to grow, and students continue to 
achieve. Numbers are up, and per-
formance levels are impressive.
 The College Board designs the 
courses and trains and certifies the 
teachers who lead them. It also 
writes an end-of-course exam that 
is used nationwide. While taking 
the exam is optional in some dis-
tricts, it is required in ours. A grade 
of three or higher on a five-point 
scale is evidence of high-level per-
formance. Data was not collected 
last year because of the pandemic, 
but, the year before that, Heights 
students outperformed their peers 
nationwide with 58 percent earning 
at least a three, slightly above the 
national average of 56 percent.
 When McKinnie joined the 
Heights High staff in 2013, she was 
excited to find that students had a 
plethora of AP opportunities. Though 
not surprised, she was disappointed by 
how few African-American students 
took advantage of them. Under-
representation of African Americans 
is a nationwide problem.
 Access to rigor is a widely ac-
cepted measure of equity, and equity 
is McKinnie’s passion. During the 
year that she came to Heights, she 
began work on her dissertation, 
“Leveling the Playing Field: Ensuring 
African-American Students Access to 
Advanced Placement Courses.”

Heights High makes progress on equity 
 In 2015 the district adopted a new 
strategic plan. Advancing equity was an 
over-arching goal. Increasing African-
American student enrollment in AP 
was a priority, and McKinnie volun-
teered to lead the effort. Thanks to her, 
and the teamwork of the school’s teach-
ers, guidance staff and parents, subtle 
barriers to participation are gone, and 
many more African-American students 
are living up to their capacity. 
 Not every family is aware of Ad-
vanced Placement and its benefits, 
which include earning college credit 
and developing skills for college suc-
cess, so the first job was to create 
awareness. That led to an annual AP 
Fair to showcase course offerings, 
and pep rallies, ice cream socials and 
T-shirts being used to promote AP.
 The biggest challenge is helping 
students know they belong, that they 
have the ability, that they will benefit 
from the AP coursework, and that 
they will be welcomed. Counselors 
and teachers are critical to helping 
more students see themselves in 
these demanding classes. The school 
no longer requires the prospective 
student to ask for a teacher recom-
mendation. Rather, teachers make a 
point of encouraging their students 
to enroll in higher level courses, and 
champion their efforts when they do.
 The final ingredient for success is 
support. A summer boot camp helps stu-
dents with study skills, test-taking strate-
gies, time management and motivation. 
During the school year there is online 
help and an after-school check-in time. 
 Five years of problem-solving and 
success have changed the school cul-
ture. The result is a robust AP program 
that includes more students, and where 
racial disparities are shrinking. The 
story is great news for Heights High 
students, our community, and equity. It 
is evidence that we have talented lead-
ers and teachers who are determined to 
remove barriers, and who want every 
student to benefit from the education 
that is available to them.
 Equity is neither a vague idea 
nor something to fear. It makes equal 
opportunity a reality.   

Susie Kaeser has been a proud Cleveland 
Heights resident since 1979. She is the 
former director of Reaching Heights, 
and is active with the Heights Coalition 
for Public Education and the League of 
Women Voters. 

THe COMMOn 
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216-533-2936

Leaf Clean-Up 
Gutter Cleaning 
Interior Painting
All Handyman Repairs 
Power Washing
Snow Plowing & Throwing
Driveway Sealing 
Masonry Work
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Heating  |  Cooling  |  Plumbing  |  Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems 

932-9755 21
6

VEHbrothers.com     

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Hts

5 Generations 
of Hann Family 
Experience. 

Tune up allows for 45 minutes 
per system; parts additional. 
Discount valid during normal
workday hours (M-F 8:00 - 3:30). 
Payment must be given to our 
technician at time of service. 
Not valid on systems 250,000 
BTU or larger.
One Discount per visit. 
Exp. 4/30/22

Heating
Tune Up
Now Only 89$

Bill 
Hann

Chris 
Hann

Bonded Insured OH LIC #24462                             

 

Focused Tattoo welcomes all 

1846 Coventry Road, #400 
Upstairs from Guys Pizza 

 

JAnUARy 10, 2022

Present were mayor Kahlil Seren, and 
council members melody Joy Hart (council 
president), Craig Cobb (vice president), 
Tony Cuda, Josie moore, Davida Russell, 
and Anthony mattox Jr. Also present were 
Susanna niermann O’neil, city manager; 
Amy Himmelein, clerk of council and finance 
director; and William Hanna, law director.

Public comments
Fran mentch congratulated residents for 
the 4,619 signatures collected on the ballot 
initiative petition regarding a park at Lee/
meadowbrook/Tullamore, and said the park 
will attract people to the new apartments and 
existing residences. Another resident, speak-
ing in opposition to the initiative, suggested 

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights that the proposed park would not provide the 

$2-million cost for building or maintenance, 
and could prevent the development.

Mayor’s report
mayor Seren asked residents to use the service 
request on the city’s website https://www.
clevelandheights.com/842/Service-Request 
and on the Access Cleveland Heights app to 
let the city know what is needed.

Park ballot initiative
Clerk of Council Himmelein certified the initia-
tive petition, submitted by a committee of elec-
tors, for a public activity park on 1.07 acres 
of city-owned land at Lee/meadowbrook/Tul-
lamore. The Cuyahoga County Board of Elec-
tions validated enough signatures to exceed 
the required number. A council committee may 
call public hearings, and shall report and make 
recommendations no later than the second 
regular council meeting after this certification. 
 Law Director Hanna said the initiative 
could not negate the city’s agreement with 
Flaherty & Collins. Both the state and U.S 
constitutions prohibit retroactive laws from 
impairing contracts.

Council committees
Council approved standing committees, includ-
ing a new housing and building committee, 
and assigned general responsibilities and 
membership of each. The chairs are as follows:
•  Administrative Services: Craig Cobb
•  Community Relations and Recreation: Da-

vida Russell
• Finance: Melody Joy Hart
• Housing and Building: Tony Cuda
• Municipal Services: Josie Moore
•  Planning and Development: Anthony Mat-

tox Jr.
•  Public Safety and Health: Tony Cuda, vice 

chair ([will preside] until vacant council 
seat is filled)

Council member comments
Hart noted that, beginning in march, public 
comments that refer to legislation on the 
agenda will come at the beginning of the 
meeting; comments on other concerns will be 
made at the end.

LWV Observers: Blanche Valancy and Jill 
Tatem.

JAnUARy 18, 2022

The mayor and all six current council members 
were present, as were the city manager, clerk 
of council, and law director.

Public comments
One commenter urged council to put the initia-
tive for creating a park at Lee/meadowbrook/ 
Tullamore on the may 3 ballot. Two other 
residents spoke in opposition to the park. One 
of the petition leaders said their group would 
try to raise funds to build the park, while the 
city would be responsible for maintaining it.

Council actions
As an emergency, on first reading, council 
amended the 2022 budget, transferring 
$290,000 from the general fund to the 
economic fund, and authorized the mayor to 

transfer budgeted amounts within each fund, 
so long as the total appropriated amount for 
each fund is not exceeded.

Council member comments
Josie moore, as chair of the municipal Ser-
vices Committee, urged residents to use the 
Access Cleveland Heights app to request city 
services. Ongoing improvements to the app 
are making it a more useful tool. 

LWV Observers: Jill Tatem and Blanche 
Valancy.

FEBRUARy 7, 2022

The mayor and all council members were 
present, as were the city manager, clerk of 
council, and law director.

Public comments
Four people spoke in support of the city’s 
proposed Cedar/Lee/meadowbrook devel-
opment project, while another supported the 
initiative proposing development of a park at 
Lee/meadowbrook/Tullamore. 

Gail Larson appointed to council
Council President Hart announced that coun-
cil had appointed Gail Larson to the vacant 
council seat. 

Cedar/Lee/Meadowbrook
Council rejected the park proposal and the 
initiative petition, citing a report of the commit-
tee of the whole, which noted that 1) the city 
has tried to develop the site for many years, 
2) the city remediated environmental hazards 
at the site and built a parking garage, 3) 
the site is now under contract to Flaherty & 
Collins, 4) moving forward with the [develop-
ment] project is in the interest of the city and 
its residents, and 5) in the opinion of the law 
department, the measure would be uncon-
stitutional. This was voted on emergency, to 
allow time for the citizens promoting the park 
to file their initiative with the county board of 
elections by the march 3 deadline, should 
they choose to do so.

Council member comments
Council President Hart explained why leg-
islation receives one or more readings, and 
what an emergency vote is. If passed on an 
emergency, a resolution or ordinance can go 
into effect immediately.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

 Meeting packets, legislation, and 
other information can be found at: www.
clevelandheights.com/1142/2021-Agendas-
and-Minutes.
 Videos of council meetings can be 
viewed at www.youtube.com/user/Cleveland-
HeightsOH.

Expanded reports are 
available online at 

www.heightsobserver.org.

#1 

Roofing
Residential
Commercial 

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work 

Metal Roofs Installed 
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  

216-319-0430

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us

When you think green…
think Kent’s Lawncare!

NO contracts
Put a stop to weeds and add color to your lawn this spring

Professional Lawncare at an Affordable Price
216-780-0540 / kwise2000@yahoo.com

SCOTT HAIGH
Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email:   ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Nice Millcreek ranch under contract!  
9644 Covington Ave, Cleveland
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© 2021 University Hospitals

Researchers at University Hospitals are seeking participants 
for a research project designed to help African-American 
men learn about stroke risk factors and how to best take 
care of their health after a stroke.

If you are an African-American man 18 years of age or 
older, and you’ve suffered a stroke or mini-stroke within 
the last five years, you may be eligible for this study.

Participants will be compensated, and virtual intervention 
sessions will be available.

Call 440-656-2267 to learn more.

Have you had a stroke 
or mini-stroke?

CH designated two landmarks in 2021
Mazie Adams

The city of Cleveland Heights gained 
two new landmarks in 2021: the Neff-
Henderson House, and the Bradford 
Cinder Path.
 Mathias Neff built his farmhouse 
at what is now 2181 North Taylor 
Road in 1885, on what was then a five-
acre property. Ten years later, John 
Henderson purchased the property, 
living there for more than 20 years. 
A prominent attorney, Henderson 
opened the Henderson and Quail law 
firm, helped found the Cleveland Bar 
Association, and served as a coun-
selor to John D. Rockefeller.
 In 1915, the house transferred to 
Henderson’s daughter Janet and Carl 
Adams, her husband. Adams served as 
president of the Robeson Preservo 
Company, which produced water-
proof canvas for the maritime indus-
try. The couple engaged noted local 
architect John William Cresswell 
Corbusier to design a large, Tudor 
Revival-style addition to the front 
of the home, as well as a new garage. 
Corbusier is well known for design-
ing significant houses of worship, 
including Church of the Covenant in 
University Circle, and Church of the 
Savior in Cleveland Heights.
 The history of 2181 North Taylor 
Road helps tell the story of Cleveland 
Heights as it changed from rural 
farmland to a growing city.
 At the other end of Taylor Road, 
near what is now Fairmount Boule-

vard, small farms occupied most of 
the land until the 1910s, when de-
velopers began subdividing the land. 
They created the now familiar streets, 
including Bradford Road. However, 
due to the timing of the various devel-
opments, part of Bradford remained 
a foot path that connected the newly 
built Canterbury Elementary School 
to Taylor Road.
 After years of failed attempts by 
Cleveland Heights’ Mayor Cain to 
extend the road, the city enlisted the 
help of the Works Progress Adminis-
tration to construct the cinder path, 
complete with stone columns at the 
Queenston Road entrance. The stone 
columns at the other entrances most 
likely date to the 1960s or 1970s.
 In recent years, the Friends of the 
Bradford Cinder Path have restored 
the columns, and replaced invasive 
plants with native species. The Brad-
ford Cinder Path continues to serve 
as a pathway for children, families and 
community members.

The neff-Henderson House at 2181 north Taylor Road. 
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The original farmhouse was incorporated into 
the expanded home at 2181 north Taylor Road. 
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 The Cleveland Heights Land-
mark program celebrates the history 
of the community, and encourages 
the maintenance and preservation of 
its homes and commercial buildings. 
To learn more about the work of the 
Landmark Commission, or to nomi-
nate a property, contact Planning 
Technician BreAnna Kirk at bkirk@
clvhts.com.

Mazie Adams is a lifelong resident of 
Cleveland Heights, a supporter of the 
Heights schools and chair of the city’s 
Landmark Commission.

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Free	books	mailed		
to	your	young	child!	

If	your	child	is		
4	years	old	or	younger	

and	lives	in	Cuyahoga	County	
Please	register	online	at:	

Imagina5onLibrary.com	
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MEADOWBROOK   BLVD. 

ALL 
CLASSIC UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS HOMES 

T Y N D A L L  R O A D  

SUSAN DELANEY, ABR®,RRS,CNE®       
216~577~8700 
Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com 
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com  

 GROUP THE SUSAN DELANEY 

FutureHomes continued from page 1

Residential Food Scrap
Composting 

• Weekly service
• Bucket provided with full swap
• 24-hour member support
• Free Soil Yearly
• Workshop and Tilth Soil Discounts

$30/moCurbside Pick-Up ................

www.rustbeltriders.com 
216-800-4651 Ext. 2

 

 Save $40 with discount code
HEIGHTS*40

convergence-continuum
Tremont’s Only Professional Theatre

For Tickets & Info:
www.convergence-continuum.org
or call 216-687-0074
LIMINIS THEATER | 2438 Scranton Rd. 
Cleveland 44113

Tickets $18-23 | Student & Senior Discounts Available

What if theatre weren’t a mirror reflecting the familiar, but 
an opening into unknown territory? What if there were no 
fourth wall?

What if, instead of going to the theatre to watch a play, you 
crossed the threshold into the world of the play to experi-
ence it? 

Theatre that expands the imagination and extends the 
conventional boundaries of language, structure, space, and 
performance that challenges the conventional notions of 
what theatre is.

we are convergence-continuum.

ment in the school’s renovation. 
Upgrades included improvements to 
streetscape conditions and aesthetics, 
as well as the housing stock. 
 The program has since expanded 
into the Noble neighborhood, and 
has its sights set on other target in-
vestment areas. 
 Bremer Fisher noted, “Program 
homes have, at purchase, been more 
than just vacant; they’ve been severely 
distressed or even slated for demoli-
tion, and weren’t safe or healthy 
places to live. FutureHomes’ goal is, 
in part, to remedy this.”
 FutureHeights works directly 
with developers to create a scope-
of-work plan, to ensure that each 
rehab is well executed, and reflects 
the character of the surrounding 
neighborhood.
 The housing stock in Cleveland 
Heights represents distinct, early 
20th-century architectural styles. 
Preserving the design and integrity 
of each home is a cornerstone of 
the FutureHomes program. When 
possible, historic features, such as 
front porches, built-in cabinets and 
hardwood floors, are restored and 
refinished. 
 The rehabilitation process also 
includes adding modern amenities. 
Retrofitting homes to include first-
floor bathrooms, open kitchens, 
more livable spaces, and 21st-century 
upgrades to plumbing and electrical 
systems has increased their appeal. 
 The program’s mission includes 
increasing homeownership and pro-
moting owner occupancy of single-
family homes and duplexes. Home-
ownership plays a vital role in asset-
building for mortgage holders, while 
also fostering neighborhood stability.
 Of the 20 homes in the program, 
15 of them have sold, and all are own-
er-occupied. The others are under 
construction, due to be completed 
this spring. 
 To encourage resident involve-
ment, FutureHeights offers exterior 
mini-grants of up to $500 to homes 
located within designated areas. 
Funds may be used for painting, land-
scaping, lighting, and other exterior 
improvements. Go to www.future-
heights.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/
FH-Model-Block-Mini-Grant-Program-
Application.docx to access a mini-grant 
application.

 To learn more about the Future-
Homes program’s history and current 

FutureHeights Americorps ViSTA Melaney Cook, FutureHeights executive Director Deanna Bremer 
Fisher, FutureHomes contractor Frederick White, and Cleveland Heights City Council Member Da-
vida Russell at the renovated home at 954 Whitby Road. The inset image shows the same home 
before renovation.

The kitchen of 954 Whitby Road before and 
after renovation.

The living room of 954 Whitby Road before and 
after renovation. 

A map showing the 20 properties that Future-
heights has rehabilitated through the Future-
Homes program.

continued on page 12
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Heights string-light recycling benefits zoo
Natalie Elwell

From Dec. 26 through Jan. 31, 
Heights residents were invited to 
recycle damaged holiday string lights 
and extension cords to benefit the 
Cleveland Zoo’s Lights for Lions 
conservation program.
 “Our residents’ response was 
extraordinary,” said Joe Kickel, 
Cleveland Heights’ assistant public 
works director. “We collected close 
to 1,200 pounds of lights, far exceed-
ing any expectations.”
 The Cleveland Heights Green 
Team organized the collection 
drive in partnership with Heights 
Libraries and the Cleveland Heights 
Department of Public Works. Col-
lection boxes were placed at all 
four libraries in Cleveland Heights 
and University Heights, and at the 
Cleveland Heights Service Center 
on Superior Road.
 “We initially planned to empty 
the collection boxes once a week and 
store the lights at the transfer sta-
tion. We ended up emptying boxes 
every two or three days through-
out the entire month. It was a bit 
overwhelming, and exciting at the 
same time,” said Catalina Wagers, 
co-founder of the Cleveland Heights 
Green Team. 
 On Feb. 9, Tony Torres, the 
city’s refuse and recycling coordi-
nator, and Clay Hairston, foreman, 
loaded and dropped off at the zoo 
two pallets filled with lights.
 “We are so grateful to all the 
residents of Cleveland Heights,” said 
Nancy Hughes, the zoo’s manager of 
sustainability. “This is our third year 

Joe Kickel, Catalina Wagers, Tony Torres, and Clay Hairstone at the Cleveland Heights Service 
center, loading boxes of lights and cords for delivery.

collecting lights for recycling. In our 
first year we collected 1.7 tons, last 
year it increased to approximately 4 
tons, and we think this year we have 
doubled that number.” 
 The conservation program ben-
efits lions and cheetahs in Tanzania, 
but also diverts thousands of pounds 
of lights and cords from the landfill. 
According to Hughes, the lights and 
cords are transported and sold to 
DeMilta Iron and Metal Recycling 
in Willoughby, where the materials 
are separated and recycled. 
 “We are energized and inspired 
by the community’s response,” said 
Wagers. “We perceive it as a clear 
message that our residents embrace 
and support our vision for a greener, 
healthier Heights. It validates our 

belief in the idea that by working 
together we can take positive steps 
to ease our impact on the environ-
ment.
 “We are currently working with 
MedWish on our next drive. We 
will be collecting discarded medical 
supplies and equipment that will be 
repurposed to provide humanitarian 
aid to people in need.”
 The MedWish drive is planned 
for April, as part of the Earth Month 
in the Heights initiative. For details, 
visit www.chgreenteam.org.

Natalie Elwell is director of gender 
equity practice at World Resources In-
stitute in Washington, D.C. She lives in 
Cleveland Heights, and is co-founder of 
the Cleveland Heights Green Team.

Team that has studied housing 
conditions in the northern part 
of the city and advocated for the 
resolution of problem properties 
in the area.
 Larson’s application and in-
terview are posted online at www.
clevelandheights.com. 
 The League of Women Voters-
Heights Chapter (LWV) conduct-
ed interviews with the candidates 
that council wanted to be inter-
viewed, asking the same questions 
of each.
 In her application, Larson 
wrote, “As a member of the GCC 
Cleveland Heights Housing Team, 
I have attended or remotely ob-
served many Committee and 
Council meetings and observed 
Housing Court. I participated in 
walks of the neighborhoods to 
identify neglected properties. I 
helped prepare and participate in 
the Trolley Tour of the neighbor-
hoods north of Mayfield. Because 
the GCC Team wanted to un-
derstand why properties are not 
moved through Housing Court 
more quickly, I attended Court 
sessions.”
 In her interview, Larson said 
she would recommend that coun-
cil appoint an interdisciplinary 
Problem Property Team that would 

meet frequently to discuss specific 
problem properties and work to 
resolve them. She also pledged 
to examine the city’s $22 million 
in unencumbered funds to see if 
they could be used to fully staff 
city departments, including the 
Housing Department. Larson also 
said she would make revitalizing 
business districts on Noble and 
Taylor roads, as well as Severance 
Town Center, top priorities.
 Among her many volunteer 
activities, Larson served on the 
city’s Citizens Advisory Commit-
tee, the committee that makes 
recommendations for the alloca-
tion of Community Development 
Block Grant funds, for three 
years. She is co-chair of the LWV 
of Greater Cleveland’s CH-UH 
Chapter, and is a member of its 
Observer Corps, which attends and 
reports on city council meetings. 
[From the time she applied as a 
candidate for the council vacancy, 
Larson did not serve as an LWV 
meeting observer, so as to avoid 
any conflict of interest.] She is a 
member of the Heights Friends of 
Immigrants Steering Committee 
and the Heights Coalition for Pub-
lic Education Steering Committee, 
and is a tutor at Noble Elementary 
School.

cH city council continued from page 1

 As he congratulated and wel-
comed Larson on her appoint-
ment, Council Member Craig 
Cobb said, “Unlike the year that 
it took the last city council to fill 
a vacancy, we did it in less than the 
45 days as the charter requires.” If 
council had not appointed some-
one within the allotted time, the 
mayor then would have appointed 
someone.
 Cuda also welcomed Larson 
and said, “It’s so great to have an-
other ally on housing and to have 
somebody with a nice, gentle touch 
that you have. You are just always 
doing homework and thinking 
about this city—and I just couldn’t 
be more pleased that you are join-
ing us.”
 Council President Melody 
Hart said, “We had a lot of excel-
lent candidates, so it was really a 
hard decision to make. Gail is one 
of those excellent candidates, and 
we applaud her active community 
involvement over the years, par-
ticularly in housing. We are happy 
to have her join us on council.”
 Larson was sworn in on Tues-
day, Feb. 22.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive di-
rector of FutureHeights and publisher 
of the Heights Observer.

mayor Brennan continued from page 1

the current location, on the corner of 
Warrensville Center and Silsby roads. 
Additional property could be acquired 
for a comprehensive redevelopment, 
while the Service Department remains 
a candidate for relocation.
 Residents want year-round senior 
and community programming, accord-
ing to Brennan, and new facilities will 
allow that to happen. A new City Hall 
would be environmentally efficient 
and ADA-compliant, with commu-
nity spaces. New buildings for fire and 
police will help serve the public more 
efficiently.
 In response to residents’ demands, 
Brennan said, his budget will also 
modernize recycling in the city. “Uni-
versity Heights currently has one of the 
most inefficient recycling programs in 
Cuyahoga County,” said Brennan. “We 
aim to turn that around.”
 Brennan’s budget provides for one 
64-gallon recycling cart on wheels for 
every household in University Heights. 
“Residents may place their recyclables 
directly in the cart, loose, and without 
a blue bag,” he said. “The Service De-
partment already has a cart flipper on 
hand for handling the carts.”
 Brennan said the time to make this 
change is now. “We commissioned a 
solid waste study,” he said, “and have 
the expert opinion that this is the way 
forward. It is unlikely that future recy-
cling bids will even offer the processing 
of bagged recycling.”
 University Heights will host its 
first ever Juneteenth Celebration this 
summer, and the day will be recognized 
as an official holiday by the city govern-
ment. 
 Working with local environmen-
tal activists, University Heights will 
sponsor a Sustainability Fair at Walter 
Stinson Community Park
 In keeping with the musical theme 
of his speech, Brennan played a video 
offering a preview of the city’s Summer 
Concert Series for 2022. The lineup will 
include returning favorites Old Skool, 
Back 2 The Future, and the University 
Heights Symphonic Band, plus bands 
that are new to the series, including the 
Michael Weber Show, Flannel Planet, 
Rubix Groove, Oregon Space Trail of 
Doom, and One World Tribe.
 Carlos Jones and the PLUS Band, 
as well as Diana Chittester, will return 
for Fall Fest on Oct. 2.
 Brennan also hinted at new devel-
opment. “Tonight, I cannot yet share 
more [details] about them,” he said. 
“You will learn about them soon. They 
will be transformative in this city.” 
 To view Mayor Brennan’s Uni-
versity Heights State of the City 
address, go to www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LxQP7VX39ag.

Mike Cook is the communications and 
civic engagement coordinator for University 
Heights.

On Feb. 9, Mayor Brennan delivered his fourth 
State of the city address to University heights 
residents.
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 M A K E 2022 T H E Y E A R 
OF YOUR YARD!

Contact us today and 

REQUEST AN ESTIMATE
216-371-1935 or www.lawnlad.com

Let’s help you love your landscape!

What Does YOUR Ideal Yard Look Like?
Whether it’s a beautiful space to spend time 

with family and friends, or a lush haven 
to escape the daily stresses of life, 
make 2022 the year of your yard!

Your plumber, your neighbor
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

•  Experts in old  
homes

•   Water tanks &  
heating systems

•  Eco-friendly  
updates

•  Fully trained, licensed,  
bonded & insured

• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300
herbsplumbingandheating.com

Green Team seeks Earth Month ideas
Catalina Wagers

“Earth Month in the Heights” is a 
collaborative effort led by the Cleve-
land Heights Green Team (CHGT) 
in partnership with Heights Li-
braries to affirm that all have the 
responsibility and power to protect 
the environment, live healthier lives, 
and create an equitable, prosperous 
green economy for all.
 CHGT is issuing an open call—a 
“community crowdsourcing” initia-
tive—to Heights residents, busi-
nesses, schools, and government en-
tities, inviting them to organize and 
participate in Earth Month events, 
aimed to engage, inform, and inspire 
transformational community action. 
CHGT seeks to generate ideas and 
organize activities that promote en-
vironmental awareness and remind 
us that we can be advocates for the 
planet in our everyday lives.
 The registration deadline is 
Sunday, March 13.
 “It could be hands-on green 
space, or neighborhood beautifica-
tion projects, nature walks, tree 
plantings, sprucing up neighbor-
hood gardens, ‘how to’ seminars, or 
upcycle workshops for children. The 
options are limitless,” said Suzanne 
Zilber, a member of CHGT.
 “It is easy for everyone to join. 
Participants can record their initia-
tive or event by completing a short 
and simple registration form that 
can be found on our website, www.
chgreenteam.org,” Zilber explained. 
“The idea is to bring the community 
together and offer opportunities for 
everyone to join and connect”.
 Maggie Kinney, the Coventry 
Village Library branch manager, 
stated, “The success of the Eco Fair 
last October, and the interest from 
the community on the various drives 
and events supporting the vision 
for a greener, healthier Heights, are 
good indicators that our residents 
have a positive mindset when it 
comes to taking sustainability-
focused action.”
 In addition to co-sponsoring 
last October’s Eco Fair, Heights 
Libraries has partnered with CHGT 
on several other initiatives, such as 
the campaign yard sign and holiday 
string light collection drives.
 “We wanted to continue to 
build on the momentum we are 

seeing,” said Kinney, “so we reached 
out to the Cleveland Heights Green 
Team to explore ideas for Earth Day. 
This is how the idea of ‘Earth Month 
in the Heights’ came to be.”
 “The isolating nature of the 
pandemic has taken a toll on our 
collective psyche,” said Isabelle Rew, 
community engagement associate 
at Heights Libraries. “We see ‘Earth 
Month in the Heights’ as an oppor-
tunity for community members to 
reconnect and engage in conversa-
tions about positive actions we can 
all take to live more sustainably in 
the Heights.” 
 April offers plenty of opportu-
nities for action and reflection, as 
National Walking Day, World Health 
Day, Earth Day, and Arbor Day are 
celebrated throughout the month.
 All events and activities regis-
tered by the March 13 deadline will 
be added to the “Earth Month in the 
Heights” master calendar, for all to 
reference.
 The master calendar will be pub-
lished through several different media 
outlets starting March 25, to give 
residents time to decide what events 
they want to join, and plan ahead.
 “This is a great opportunity for 
our community to learn from and 
support each other. We think that 
the positive results from everyone’s 
efforts will continue way beyond 
April,” said Zilber. 
 Visit www.chgreenteam.org for 
details and to register. Questions can 
be directed to greenteam@chgreen-
team.org.

Catalina Wagers, a Fairfax neighborhood 
resident, is actively involved with several 
local organizations supporting causes and 
programs focused on the advacement of 
Northeast Ohio through better access to 
education, policy advocacy and environ-
mental protection. She is co-founder of 
Cleveland Heights Green Team.

Summer 
Ruffing It!

SUMMER CAMPS FOR AGES 
18 MONTHS - GRADE 8

JUNE 21 - 
JULY 29, 2022

For more information, 
visit ruffingmontessori.net 

or call 216.321.7571

3380 FAIRMOUNT BLVD.
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OHIO 
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HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Showroom Open for Walk Ins!

Curbside Pickup � �ocal �elivery �till �vailable

216.932.3200

2285 Lee Rd. Cleveland Heights, OH 

WWW.MITCHELLSCHOCOLATES.COM

JANUARY 18, 2022

Board members present were President Dana 
Fluellen, Vice President Gabe Crenshaw, Patti 
Carlyle, Max Gerboc, Annette Iwamoto, Ty-
ler McTeague, and Vikas Turakhia.

Board resolutions
[At a special board meeting on Dec. 22, 
2021, the board decided not to renew the 
lease of tenants at 2843 Washington Blvd.]
 At this meeting, the board:
•  Approved the slate of officers for the 2022 

Board of Trustees: Gabe Crenshaw, presi-
dent; Max Gerboc, vice president; and Vi-
kas Turakhia, secretary.

•  Adopted the 2022 planning calendar. Reg-
ular meetings of the Heights Libraries board 
are held on the third Monday of each month 
(except January’s, which is held on the third 
Tuesday) at 6:30 p.m. All board meetings 
will be held at the Lee Road Library, except 
the following: Sept. 19 at Coventry Village 
Library, Oct. 17 at Noble Neighborhood Li-
brary (assuming no construction), and Nov. 
21 at the University Heights Library.

•  Approved additional operational changes 
due to COVID. All programs for the public 
will remain on Zoom, or be cancelled, until 
further notice. Meeting rooms will remain 
closed until further notice. In addition to 
providing curbside services when request-
ed, in-person services for reference, circula-
tion, and use of study rooms are resumed, 
while strictly enforcing a masking mandate, 
as of Jan. 19. The reduced hours for all 
buildings are Monday through Friday, 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
and Sunday, 1–5 p.m.

Director’s report
The Ohio Department of Health is temporar-
ily adjusting its allocation strategy to ensure 
schools receive an adequate supply of at-
home COVID test kits. As a result, the state 
is pausing shipments to other community 
partners, including libraries and local health 

departments, until inventory and the supply 
chain have stabilized.
 The director thanked the whole staff for 
assisting with curbside delivery and phone 
reference during the end of December and 
early January, in response to staffing short-
ages and the COVID surge.
 Coventry Village Library construction be-
gan on Jan. 5.
 To better support staff participation in the 
tuition reimbursement program this year, the li-
brary increased the annual maximum amount 
staff can request to $4,000, up from $2,000, 
for full-time employees; and to $3,500, up 
from $1,500, for part-time employees. These 
new reimbursement amounts are more in line 
with current tuition costs.

Public service report highlights
 The Adopt a Reading Buddy program 
was launched. Children adopted a plush 
buddy that they promised to love and read 
to every day. Each buddy went to its forever 
home along with a list of its favorite books 
and a reading log. When reading logs were 
completed and returned to the library, partici-
pants were entered in a drawing to receive a 
free book. This was a very popular event.
 Take and Make kits for children continue 
to be popular, and the library debuted Take 
and Make kits for adults for the first time. Uni-
versity Heights Branch Manager Sara Phillip’s 
DIY Winter Centerpiece Kits attracted much 
interest, with registration filling up within 36 
hours of opening.
 Youth services staff handed out 196 
snacks to children and teens after school in 
December.

LWV Observer: Elizabeth M. Tracy.

Information about the board, board meeting 
minutes and audio recordings of board meet-
ings can be found at https://heightslibrary.
org/locations/heights-libraries-board.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Public Library Board  
Meeting highlights

Carter is new adult services manager

commitment to equitable public ser-
vices and supporting the aspirations 
of all. I can’t wait to be involved in 
that grassroots mission, to create and 
support programs and services that 
transform people’s lives.”
 Carter most recently worked at 
the Columbus Metropolitan Library 
System as a branch manager, and at 
the Indianapolis Marion County 
Public Library as a librarian and 
branch manager. She is an executive 
board member of the Black Caucus 
of the American Library Association, 
and an adjunct lecturer at Indiana 
University-Purdue University India-
napolis’ Library and Information Sci-
ence Department, where she currently 
teaches public library management.
 Chuck Collins, the previous head 
of the Adult Services Department, 
was tapped to head Heights Libraries 
newly created Collections Services 
Department, which is responsible for 
selecting and purchasing materials 
for the library system. Collins brings 
more than 30 years of public library 
experience to his new position as col-
lections services manager.

Sheryl Banks is the communications man-
ager for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System.

Sheryl Banks

Heights Librar-
ies welcomes 
t h e  n e w e s t 
member of its 
m a n a g ement 
team, Tiffani 
Carter. As the 
new Adult Ser-
vices Depart-
ment manager, 

Carter oversees the adult services staff 
of the four-branch Heights Libraries 
system. While her primary focus 
will be on the staff at the Lee Road 
branch, she will oversee the programs, 
services, and overall vision for the 
department at all library branches.
 “I am looking forward to con-
necting with the adult services team 
and supporting their professional 
development,” said Carter, who 
joined the library in late November. 
“That’s the best way to provide great 
customer service to the Heights com-
munity—when we support our staff, 
and provide them with the resources 
they need to thrive, everybody ben-
efits.”
 Carter, who is originally from 
Cincinnati, noted, “My personal 
values align with Cleveland Heights–
University Heights library values—a 

Tiffani Carter
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AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

 1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolutions.com

 VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE

Since 1982

Honesty, Value and 
Communication

Visit our website
to schedule your

service online

Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

1820 Coventry Rd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118   •   216.321.2665 

w w w .m a c s b a c k s . c o m

The Depth of Change 
                   by Greg Coleridge

Signed 
copies at

Mac’s!
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

JANUARY 18, 2022 - work session

Board members present were President 
Malia Lewis, Dan Heintz, James Posch, Jodi 
Sourini, and Beverly Wright. Also present 
were Superintendent Elizabeth Kirby and 
Treasurer Scott Gainer.

State funding discussion
James Posch discussed data from the CH-UH 
and Shaker Heights school districts that show 
Shaker will be receiving $15.6 million [in 
state funding] compared to CH-UH’s $9.3 
million. Treasurer Gainer explained that 
CH-UH’s status derives from past voucher 
deductions. He explained that the legislature 
guaranteed that no district would receive 
less this year than it did last year; Shaker 
received a greater amount previously, and 
thus had to receive at least that this year. 
CH-UH received nearly the same amount 
as last year after the voucher deduction. 
Through the next six years, funding should 
increase for CH-UH, whereas districts like 
Shaker will receive less. No district received 
disadvantaged student funds this year.
 Dan Heintz expressed concern that, for 
the district to receive the benefits promised 
in the next two biennial budgets, two future 
legislative assemblies will need to fund those 
increases.

Early Learning Collaborative 
[Early Learning] Collaborative members 
said that the assessment and progress-
monitoring process describes K–3 students 
as being either “on track” or “off track.” 
Students found to be off track will receive 
targeted instruction. Focusing on children 
up to 5 years of age, the collaborative is 
identifying and building collaborations 
with early-learning providers, including day 
cares, preschools, and libraries.
 The collaborative is also developing 
workshops on topics that include conscious 
discipline, identifying and addressing 
positive mental health behaviors, and 
physical health and wellness.

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.

FEBRUARY 1, 2022

All board members were present, as were 
the superintendent and treasurer.

MLK essay contest winners
The three Heights High winners of the East 
View United Church of Christ MLK essay 
contest read their award-winning essays 
written in response to the question, “What 
challenges have I had to face in the pandemic 

as a student?” Their essays covered the new 
situations and learning environments with 
which they had to cope: isolation, difficulties 
with online learning, and the sense of being 
trapped in thoughts. On the positive side, 
they mentioned persistence and learning to 
believe in oneself.

OSBA’s resignation from NSBA
The Shaker Heights Board of Education 
was invited to join the CH-UH board in a 
discussion with Rick Lewis, CEO, and Robert 
Heard, president, of the Ohio School Boards 
Association (OSBA). The purpose was to 
clarify OSBA’s rationale for resigning from 
the National School Boards Association 
(NSBA), which led to the CH-UH board 
choosing not to renew its OSBA membership.
 OSBA represents public school board 
members in Ohio, whereas NSBA represents 
public school board members throughout 
the country. Lewis detailed a number of 
concerns OSBA had with NSBA, including 
mismanagement, increased dues, lack of 
transparency, and other issues. OSBA’s 
“last straw” was NSBA’s letter to President 
Biden regarding the possibility that local law 
enforcement may need federal assistance in 
regard to attempts by the public to intimidate 
school personnel, board members, students, 
and citizens. The OSBA decided to leave 
the NSBA and work with other state school 
boards associations to form a new national 
group. 
 At the heart of the matter were two 
letters: the NSBA letter mentioned above, 
and an OSBA letter, which terminated its 
affiliation with NSBA and claimed that the 
NSBA letter labeled parents as domestic 
terrorists. Both letters implied that the 
organizations spoke for their membership. 
The letters can be found online: 
 NSBA’s letter is at www.documentcloud.
org/documents/21094557-national-school-
boards-association-letter-to-biden.
 OSBA’s letter is at https://links.ohio 
schoolboards.org/80805.   
 The discussion and comments from both 
the CH-UH and Shaker Heights school 
boards showed dissatisfaction that OSBA 
had not polled its member school boards to 
determine their response to OSBA’s intended 
action. Board members emphasized that 
OSBA had not communicated to its members 
any dissatisfaction with NSBA, including 
concerns that Lewis and Heard cited this 
evening, and that to include CH-UH and 
other school boards as participants in 
OSBA’s action against NSBA was wrong.
 Board members were also uneasy about 
the creation of a new national school board 
group, expressing worry that the new group 
would comprise states with very conservative 
political agendas, which would not reflect 
the concerns of the Shaker Heights and CH-
UH communities.

Superintendent’s and treasurer’s 
reports
A $200,000 scholarship fund has been 
endowed by Dr. Kaiserman-Abramof in 
memory of Sergio Abramof. The scholarship 
will be serviced by the Heights Schools 
Foundation.
 The district received the Auditor of State 
Award with Distinction after completing the 
previous six-month audit.

LWV Observers: Robin Koslen and Rosemarie 
Fairman.

Documents for all board meetings 
can be accessed at www.chuh.org/
BoardofEducation.aspx. Board meetings 
are livestreamed on the district’s YouTube 
channel (www.youtube.com/CHUHSchools) 
and recorded for later viewing.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Board of Education 
Meeting highlights

Volunteer one project at a 
time with ‘One And Done’

ing boxes of food into the trunks of 
people’s cars at one of the district’s 
Cleveland Food Bank Market Days.
 Here is how it works:
 1. Register as a One and Done 
Volunteer at https://forms.gle/g JD-
wVRCbbPiwokfm6.
 2. Receive e-mails from Reach-
ing Heights about volunteer oppor-
tunities.
 3. If an opportunity is a good 
match for you, respond directly to 
the project coordinator, or use the 
sign-up link.
 Volunteers can continue to re-
ceive the e-mail alerts indefinitely, 
or can unsubscribe from the list at 
any time. This is a great way to help 
Heights students, meet new people, 
and support Heights public schools.

Krista Hawthorne is the executive direc-
tor of Reaching Heights.

Krista Hawthorne

Reaching Heights’ new program, 
One And Done, provides informa-
tion about volunteer opportunities 
with the school district. It’s for any-
one willing to volunteer for projects 
that support Heights public schools, 
who can’t make a weekly or monthly 
commitment.
 Volunteers choose which pro-
jects interest them, and the days 
and times that work with their 
schedules. These are “one and done” 
commitments, with no pressure to 
take on future volunteer work.
 Once one joins the One And 
Done Volunteer Group, the vol-
unteer will receive e-mails about 
upcoming volunteer opportunities. 
Projects include helping connect 
young readers with books at an el-
ementary school book fair, and load-

 

 
Published by 

Going shopping?  
 
Here are 4 reasons to buy 
from local small businesses: 
 

1. They’re part of the 
community’s character 

2. They recirculate more of 
your money locally 

3. They support local causes 
and institutions 

4. If you don’t support them 
now, they may not be 
around later 

The exterior of 3315 Washington Blvd. before and after renovation. 

The kitchen of 3315 Washington Blvd. before (at right) 
and after (above) renovation.

FUTUREHOMES cont. from page 8

projects, visit www.futureheights.
org/programs/futurehomes-program, or 
e-mail alawless@futureheights.org.
 To see the visual transformation 
of homes in the program, follow 
FutureHeights on Facebook and 
Instagram.

Abby Lawless is the director of real estate 
development at FutureHeights.
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HEIGHTS ARTS

Heights Arts figures out abstract
Tom Masaveg

In a new exhibition running March 
18 to May 15 in the Heights Arts 
exhibition space, artists Peter Chris-
tian Johnson, Karin Dijkstra, Corrie 
Slawson, Claudio Orso, and Carmen 
Romine test where boundaries lie 
between representational study and 
abstract expression. FIGURATIVE/
ABSTRACT explores the familiar in 
unfamiliar ways, referring to the rec-
ognizable as a foundation from which 
new ideas are born. For the artists in 
the show, reality has rapidly changed 
over the past few years, and subjects 
from daily life hold new context now.
 Portraying subjects as they meet 
the eye doesn’t satisfy the intentions 
of artist Peter Christian Johnson, 
who said, “My work explores the 
tension between balance and col-
lapse, between precision and failure. 
It’s a meditation on entropy that 
uses architecture as a foil to examine 
the dichotomy of beauty and loss. 
I am interested in transformation, 
which is expressed in both destruc-

Sarah Wolf

FutureHeights 
has announced 
the selection of a 
new manager for 
its 2022 Heights 
Music Hop fes-
tival. Eric Sim-
na, principal of 
A440 Sound, 

will lead this year’s planning com-
mittee.
 As the primary sound provider 
for the festival over the last six years, 
Simna brings an intimate knowledge 
of the event to the position. “Whether 
it comes to connecting with business 
owners, making sure performers are 
comfortable, or ensuring that the 
patron experience is top-notch, Eric 
has had a hand in every aspect of the 
festival,” said FutureHeights Executive 
Director Deanna Bremer Fisher. “His 
passion and dedication were evident as 
he worked to help put together the best 
festival possible during the COVID-19 
pandemic last year.”
 Simna said he is excited to begin 
preparations for the 2022 festival, 
which will take place in September, 
and would love feedback from Cleve-
land Heights business owners. “This 
festival means so much to the busi-
nesses, performers, and residents of 
Cleveland Heights,” he said. “Despite 
the ongoing pandemic, the festival has 
to happen, in at least some way, to help 
everyone in the area.”  
 Simna welcomes questions or 
comments, and invites those who 
want to get involved to contact him at 
htsmusichop@gmail.com.

Sarah Wolf is the community-building 
programs manager at FutureHeights.

tion and growth.”
 When is a mountain not a 
mountain? There are immediate as-
sociations we make when we behold 
them. Figuratively, mountains in art 
can be described as majestic and may 
evoke a sense of wonder. To Carmen 
Romine, a mountain can be more 
like the tip of an iceberg. Beneath 
the surface of her piece The Ridge 
Line, there’s a process and deliberate 
choice of materials that carry deep 
meaning.
 Said Romine, “I make abstract 
landscapes that investigate ideas 
behind technology advancing and 
transitioning from paper to digital 
devices. By using paper as a material, 
I intend to draw from its symbolism 
to create a sense of touch and human 
presence for what could become an 
ancient tool for culture and com-
munication. The work is fabricated 
through heavily process-driven steps 
of repetition—cutting, crumpling, 
piecing and gluing.”
 The exhibition’s viewers can 
expect color, form, scale, and any 
other tool at an artist’s disposal being 
used to distort clarity, provoking the 

senses to seek new answers. Ques-
tions one may not normally consider 
are posed in these abstract works 
tangled with figure. 
 Regarding the purpose for 
mingling figurative reference with 
abstraction, the show’s curator, 
Helen Liggett, explained, “In this 
exhibition, we assume figurative and 
abstract art are porous categories 
and ask how contemporary artists 
navigate the territory.”
 Also opening on March 18 is an 
exhibition of Jane Alexander’s work, 
showcased in Heights Arts’ Spot-
light Gallery. Alexander is the chief 
digital information officer for the 
Cleveland Museum of Art, where she 
leads digital projects such as Artlens 
and Open Access—both innovative 
ways to virtually access and interact 
with the museum catalog. Her work 
at Heights Arts presents a single 
point of reference in space, along the 
Cleveland waterfront, in a striking 
collection of iterations. The static 
images—sometimes subtle, other 
times surprisingly dramatic—tell a 
story of nature’s dynamism; easily 
overlooked as one perspective grows 

increasingly familiar. 
 For more information on Heights 
Arts’ community programs and 
events, including house concerts, 
gallery performances and outreach, 
visit www.heightsarts.org . 

Tom Masaveg is a local public artist spe-
cializing in augmented reality installation 
and graphite works on paper. He’s also the 
programs manager at Heights Arts. He can 
be reached at programs@heightsarts.org.

Don Quixote, by Claudio Orso.
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Simna to lead ‘22 
Music Hop Team

Eric Simna
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Bustling with activity. That’s how Pat Mallik 

and her husband Singh describe the newest

chapter in their lives. After the Malliks 

relocated from Seattle in 2018, their son and 

daughter-in-law quickly pointed them to 

nearby Judson Park. And for Pat and Singh, 

there’s been no looking back.

Gardening, reading, staying fit, and freely 

sharing her beauty expertise with neighbors 

are everyday occurrences for Pat. “We’re so 

busy! Just because we are retired doesn’t 

mean we’re going to sit in a chair and sleep. 

The exercise options are great, people are  

so friendly, and help is here if you need it,” 

says Pat.

Read the full story at 
judsonsmartliving.org/blog

“There are so, so many reasons 
 we’re happy at Judson.”

Judson Park  Cleveland Heights  |  Judson Manor  University Circle  |  South Franklin Circle  Chagrin Falls

       judsonsmartliving.org   |  216.350.0326

Bringing Community to Life Pat and Singh Mallik
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Our digital collection is 
here for you, wherever 

you are, 24/7.
Heights Libraries offers a large collection of digital 
media, including books, magazines, comics, music, 
movies, and television shows. 

Visit heightslibraries.org/digital-collection  
and start exploring!

HEIGHTS ARTS

Liza Grossman goes Kaboom (collectively)
that production happen. So, for exam-
ple, with the animation we’re producing 
right now, we have a script-writing team 
that worked with an award-winning 
script writer and voiceover actor out 
of L.A., Paul Rugg, who taught them 
how to write a cartoon from scratch. 
And not just the script, but also things 
like camera angles; and depth; and, 
when someone is talking, what else is 
happening in the scene.
 “Once the script is completed, 
there’s the voiceover class. Then they’ll 
record the voices. Then it moves to 
the animation team, who will work 
with another award-winning animator 
[not announced yet]. Then it’ll go to 
the composition team who will work 
with Julie and Steve Bernstein [Emmy 
Award-winning composers, known for 
such shows as “The Animaniacs”]. Then 
it comes to me, and the studio orchestra 
records it. Then it will be released.”
 So, she said, all the young people 
who worked on it will then have profes-
sional credits, and not only will they 
have started to build their professional 
portfolios, but they will have made 
professional connections, who might 
hire them for future projects or whom 
they can contact later. And they’ll also 

have professional peers for when they 
start their own companies.
 The idea for Kaboom Collective 
came from discussions Grossman had, 
over several months, with one of her 
CYO colleagues, Joe Weagraff, a mar-
keting strategist who is now Kaboom 
Collective’s brand manager. Though 
she was introducing her students 
to “different ideas about what can 
be done with performance music,” 
Grossman said, “Joe and I realized 
that what was missing was focused 
training”—how they could actually 
do those other things.
 Kaboom Collective established 
a relationship with Baldwin Wallace 

University, where the organization is 
now in residence.
 Thirty orchestra members are 
going on tour to several cities this 
summer with the nationally known 
indie rock trio the Accidentals, with 
whom the musicians are also record-
ing an album. Grossman said of the 
tour, “We’re taking applications for 
students who want to learn how to be 
a tour manager, or a sound engineer, 
or a manager. And we’re going to film 
it, so we’re taking people who want to 
learn how to make a documentary.”
 They’re also recording an album 
of West African percussion with Val-
erie Naranjo, who plays percussion for 
NBC’s “Saturday Night Live” band 
and performs in Broadway’s “The 
Lion King.”
 Information about studio orches-
tra auditions, and applications for 
classes, can be found at https://kaboom-
collective.org.
 Unlike CYO, Grossman said, 
Kaboom Collective is production-
based, not performance-based. “This 
is a place,” Grossman said, “where all 
of these teachers, artists, performers, 
writers, managers, lighting designers, 
photographers—everyone—where all 
those atoms and molecules between us 
are churning with all of our thoughts 
and all of our ideas, and through con-
versation it’s just such an incredible 
atmosphere of collaboration, and all 
of a sudden, with all of those atoms 
and molecules churning—kaboom!—
there’s a production.”

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the former 
editor of Cleveland Magazine and Northern 
Ohio Live, an author, and a professional 
musician and comedian. His writing focuses 
on the arts and, especially, pop-music history.
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David Budin

When Liza Grossman directed the 
Contemporary Youth Orchestra 
(CYO), she showed her young musi-
cians many other ways in which they 
could use their talents in the musical 
world, beyond playing in orchestras 
and pit bands, and teaching. Those in-
cluded playing for recording sessions; 
playing in studio orchestras for movie, 
TV, cartoon and game soundtracks; 
and playing behind rock (and other) 
musicians in concerts.
 Grossman, who has lived in 
Cleveland Heights since 1992, stepped 
down as head of CYO in 2020 and, 
soon after, launched Kaboom Col-
lective. Kaboom maintains a studio 
orchestra of about 40 members—the 
size of a standard Hollywood record-
ing orchestra—which meets in per-
son. And, small groups of students 
from all over the world, aged 15 to 25, 
can participate in online classes in a 
wide variety of music-related subjects, 
taught by industry experts.
 “The hub of what we’re doing,” 
Grossman said, “is whatever the pro-
duction is. And the spokes are all of the 
arms of the industry that would make 

• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

 www.ustonroof.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA

Liza Grossman in front of a coincidental Kaboom mural.
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And then I went Kaboom!
SONGS AND 
STORIES

I visited that summer, there were a few 
little kids running around, including 
a couple of noticeable little redheads.
 Fast forward to the ’90s. My son is 
a kid taking music lessons. After a few 
years, he moves up to his third violin 
teacher, Liza Grossman, working out 
of her home in Cleveland Heights. She 
has recently started the Contemporary 
Youth Orchestra (CYO). My son gets 
better and older, and is accepted into 
that orchestra. I start volunteering 
there. I become friends with Liza’s 
mother, Linda, who’s just moved here 
from Michigan. Linda has a sister, 
Nancy, in California. I hear a lot about 
Aunt Nancy and Uncle Paul from Liza.
 Then I find out that Uncle Paul is 
actually Paul Krassner, whom I always 
described as a “counter-culture Forrest 
Gump,” because he was involved in 
everything. He published The Realist 
magazine; he was a founder of and gave 
their name to the Yippies; he wrote 
for Mad Magazine; he wrote 12 books; 
he knew everyone from Lenny Bruce 
and Groucho Marx to John Lennon 
and Charles Manson; George Carlin 
claimed him as a big influence. The list 
goes on and on.
 Soon after I get involved, the CYO 
holds a big benefit, and Aunt Nancy 
comes in for that. She and I start talk-
ing. I ask where she lives in California. 
She says Venice. I say I know someone 
in Venice—Ricky Jay. She says she 
knows him. That’s not surprising; ev-
eryone around there would know him. 
Then she says, “My former boyfriend 
used to manage him.” I say, “Really? 

I used to manage him, too. But that 
was back in New York, in the ’60s.” 
She says, “That’s when he did it.” I 
say, “How can that be? What’s your 
former boyfriend’s name?” She says, 
“Bart Friedman.” Kaboom!
 I say, “You’re Nancy.” She says, “I 
know that.” I say, “I mean, I met you. 
It was the summer of 1972, when I 
visited Bart in Saugerties.” She begins 
to remember about me and my work 
with Bart. Then she realizes some-
thing. “Oh—so, then, you met Liza, 
too. She was probably three or so.” I 
say to myself: Those little red-headed 
kids. . . . Kaboom!
 The CYO continued to grow in 
quality and stature, succeeding as an 
arts and entertainment vehicle, while 
maintaining a strong educational 
facet as well.
 After 25 years, Liza stepped 
down as head of the orchestra, in 
2020, to launch a brand-new venture, 
Kaboom Collective. Headquartered 
in Cleveland Heights, where she still 
lives, Kaboom Collective has contin-

ued and greatly expanded on all that 
CYO did, and much more, offering 
online classes to young people taught 
by industry experts, on all aspects of 
the music business and its tangents; 
and an in-person studio orchestra. 
Kaboom Collective is a unique music-
industry educational organization 
(which I write about in more detail 
on page 14).
 So, Liza, Linda and Nancy are 
all from Michigan; Bart and Paul are 
from Brooklyn; Ricky was from Eliza-
beth, N.J.; and I’m from Cleveland 
Heights; though some of us met in 
New York City; and some eventually 
moved to L.A. But it all came together 
here in Cleveland Heights. As it so 
often does.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the for-
mer editor of Cleveland Magazine and 
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a 
professional musician and comedian. His 
writing focuses on the arts and, especially, 
pop-music history.

Liza Grossman at work.
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David Budin

Kaboom! That’s “Kaboom” on a few 
different levels. The most immediate 
one is Kaboom Collective. But we’ll 
get back to that.
 The Kaboom story—wait, not 
the Kaboom story, my Kaboom 
story—starts in the late ’60s. I was 
a 20-year-old singer-songwriter 
signed to Sire Records in New York. 
I became friends with the company’s 
publishing director, Bart Friedman, 
and we became roommates and busi-
ness partners. Among other things, 
we managed a magician named 
Ricky Jay and got him booked on 
“The Tonight Show Starring Johnny 
Carson.” Jay became one of the top 
magicians in the world, plus a movie 
and TV actor and an author. And 
he wrote and performed a one-man 
show on Broadway, directed by Da-
vid Mamet, which he then took to a 
theater in L.A., where it was taped 
for an HBO special.
 I left New York in 1970 and 
moved back to Ohio. I visited Bart in 
1972, up in a town near Woodstock, 
N.Y., where he and his girlfriend had 
moved in together in a huge house 
that served as a commune for some of 
the world’s first video artists, which 
Bart and his girlfriend were. When 

You’ll miss ‘em
when they’re gone
We’re great at removing trees—and even 
better at keeping them healthy & beautiful 

since 2001

Pruning 
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems
Disease Identification

Immunization 
Stump Grinding 
Tree Removal 
Yard Expansion & more ...

440-463-7379
RipleyTreeService.com

24/7 Emergency Services | Free Estimates | Full Residential Services

ISA Certified
Arborist

#OH-6536A
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Dobama presents ‘Kill Move Paradise’

Registration is open for 
10th LEI Kids’ Comic Con
Eli Millette

In 2013, shortly after Lake Erie Ink 
(LEI) opened its doors, co-founders 
Cynthia Larsen and Amy Rosenbluth 
set out to build a new creative expres-
sion community for youth. They knew 
Cleveland’s young people loved the rich 
comic culture in Northeast Ohio, and 
enjoyed creating their own comics. 
 What if the robust comic talent 
in Cleveland could work directly with 
the next generation of comic creators? 
Several phone calls later, the LEI Kids’ 
Comic Con was scheduled, featuring 
workshops by Marc Sumerak, Derf 
Backderf, Martinez E-B, Karen Sand-
strom, and more.
 This year, as the Kids’ Comic Con 
celebrates its 10th birthday, Larsen 
reflects on its growth: “When we 
started, we had like 40 kids . . . not as 
many workshops, not as many artists. 
We pretty quickly doubled the number 
of kids participating in Comic Con.” 
 Many of these kids found their 
voice through the comic workshops. 
“I was never confident in speaking 
to begin with, so expressing stuff by 
drawing and writing is better for me,” 
said Charlotte, a fifth-grader.
 As the event grew in size and 

popularity, so did the number of lo-
cal artists who participate. As artist/
teacher Gary Dumm explained, “I 
enjoy encouraging young artists, and 
wish that I’d had more encouragement 
when I was young.” 
 This year, the Comic Con will 
incorporate both in-person and virtual 
events. “I’m most excited that we get to 
keep the best part of being in-person, 
but also get to have Justin Reynolds, 
Liz Montague, and Nickelodeon 
Studios be part of the event,” Larsen 
explained. “It’s the best of local artists, 
with new excitement and new people.” 
 With over 20 workshops led by 
professionals in the field, including 
Terri Libenson and Juan J. Fernandez, 
the 10th Annual Kids’ Comic Con 
builds the Cleveland comic community 
one panel at a time.
 The 10th Annual Kids’ Comic 
Con will run March 3–5. Registration 
opened on Feb. 17. Lake Erie Ink will 
also be offering comic summer camps 
starting in June. To learn more about 
Comic Con, go to lakeerieink.org/kids-
comic-con.

Eli Millette is the communications and 
outreach director at Lake Erie Ink. He 
lives in Cleveland Heights. 

Anthony Zicari 

Dobama Theatre’s 2021–22 season 
continues with “Kill Move Paradise,” 
winner of the 2018 Kesselring Prize, 
March 4 through March 27. 
 “Kill Move Paradise,” by ac-
claimed playwright, actor, and direc-
tor James Ijames, is a biting, funny, 
and hopeful requiem for Black lives 
that takes place in a waiting room to 
the afterlife. In this space, four Black 
men—Isa, Grif, Daz, and Tiny—
search for peace and hope in the lives 
they leave behind. 
 Ijames likens it to the Bardo, a 
Tibetan Buddhist concept of the void 
between death and rebirth through 

which everyone must pass.
 As the men struggle to remember 
their past lives, Tiny recalls playing 
with a toy gun in a park, a story that 
echoes the 2014 murder of Tamir Rice 
by a Cleveland police officer. The oth-
er men’s stories are also emblematic 
of the growing number of Black lives 
cut short by violence. In response, 
the play focuses on the possibilities of 
collective transformation and radical 
acts of joy.
 Ijames said that, in writing this 
play, he tried “to create a space in 
which the humanity of the people on 
stage is undeniable. These characters 
embody all the ways in which we try to 
be human. They are jealous, they are 
kind, they are maternal and paternal, 
they are pushed physically to the edge 
of something and then fall. You can’t 
deny their humanity. And they are 
all Black. So, the audience has to see 
them as they are.”
 “If someone walks out of ‘Kill 
Move Paradise,’ and they think there 
is no such thing as police brutal-
ity,” said Ijames, “I’ve probably done 
something wrong. But if they walk 
out thinking, ‘Can I talk to you about 

this?’ That’s a step, and that’s all I 
want.”
 Ijames currently serves as co-
artistic director of the Wilma Theater 
in Missoula, Mont., and is an assistant 
professor of theater at Villanova Uni-
versity.
 Dobama’s production of “Kill 
Move Paradise” is directed by Na-
than Henry and features Mell-Vonti 
Bowens Jr., Aamar-Malik Culbreth, 
Ananias J. Dixon, and Darius Stubbs.
 Performances are Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday evenings and 
Sunday afternoons. For a complete 
schedule, ticket prices, and reserva-
tions, call the Dobama Theatre box 
office at 216-932-3396. Ask about the 
“pay-as-you-can” performance on 
Sunday, March 6. On other nights, all 
tickets remaining when the box office 
opens—one hour before curtain—are 
available at the pay-as-you-can rate of 
$1 or more.

Anthony Zicari is a local stage man-
ager and the current production intern 
at Dobama Theatre. He studied music at 
Oberlin College and previously worked 
with Mercury Theatre Company.

Cartoon by Rick McKee | Reprinted from Funny Times. 

ph: 216.371.8600 » WWW.FUNNYTIMES.COM 24 pages of humor, politics and fun »

There Are Some Things We 

Can All Agree Upon

Make them laugh & keep 
them laughing with

215

Playwrights Local Presents

MMIILLLLWWOOOODD
OOUUTTPPOOSSTT
A new play by Tom Hayes
Directed by Rachel Zake

March 18 — April 2
Waterloo Arts
www.playwrightslocal.org
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Josefita Fehn of Beautycounter.

Dana Chandler of Smoke Dee’s Kitchen. LaDosha Wright of Reverence Design Team.

Women entrepreneurs 
choose Cleveland Heights

Belle Espinal

Last month, the Heights Observer fea-
tured owners of Black-owned businesses 
that new FutureHeights Business Out-
reach Manager Belle Espinal met dur-
ing her first month on the job. Now, for 
Women’s History Month, Espinal has put 
together a recap, and a series of photos, of 
some of the women who own Cleveland 
Heights businesses, whom she has met since 
beginning her job in January.
 Josefita Fehn is an independent 
representative of Beautycounter, 
offering cosmetic products made 
using fair-trade business practices, 
such as prohibiting the use of child 
labor and toxic chemicals, and of-

fering fair wages to its employees. 
Fehn characterizes Black and Latina 
women as using makeup in high 
quantities, and wants them to know 
that Beautycounter is an option. She 
is proud that the company offers 25 
scholarships for minorities to start 
their own Beautycounter business. 
“All you need is a passion and a desire 
to work to get started,” said Fehn. In 
April, she hopes to participate in an 
initiative to increase federal regula-
tions on beauty products. Contact 
Fehn at achyfehn@gmail.com.
 Chef Dana Chandler is the 
owner of Smoke Dee’s Kitchen, 
1433 Warrensville Center Road.  

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

JO
SE

FI
TA

 F
EH

N
 

BE
LL

E 
ES

PI
N

A
L.

BE
LL

E 
ES

PI
N

A
L.

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Auto • Home • Life • Commercial Insurance

When you need to protect 
your most important asset

Independent insurance agents 
dedicated to your best interests

www.KellerNational.com
216.965.0646

continued on page 18

2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Italy, Cleveland, OH   |   boltandspool.com

Visit us in person or online for the new "Windy Days"
fabric collection from Tilda and this           quilt pattern!
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Get Growing for Spring! 
Indoor & Tropical 

Plants 
 
 

Growing Soil 
 
 

Heat Mats 
 
 

Trays & Pots 

13410 Cedar Rd. Cleveland Hts ▪ 216-932-0039 ▪ www.Bremec.com 

           

Bremec Bonds 
20% Off any Purchase When  
Purchasing a Bremec Bond  

 
Excludes Bremec Bonds, Bulk Goods, Lampe Berger, Delivery, Services, 

Previous Purchases and Gift Cards. 
Valid at Bremec on the Heights location only.  Expires March 15, 2021 

All 
Veggie, Flower & 
Herb Seed Packs 

Buy 2 Get 1 
Free! 

March Hours  
Sun-Sat 10am-5pm 
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Asma Mujib of Momma’s Bowl. April Bimbo of Lavish Decors.
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        Custom Furniture. 
                        More Ways To Be You. 

3451 Fairmount Blvd.      Cleveland Heights, OH  44118       216-303-9862   www.eastwoodfurniture.com              facebook.com/EastwoodFurniture 

Solid Hardwood      
Locally Handcrafted      

Custom Built 
 

We also build custom wall units  
and kitchen cabinets. 

 

3 Locations . . . 
     23 Public Square in Medina       330-723-0014 
     4722 Kidron Road in Kidron      330-857-2009 

Need affordable Medicare 
that’s in step with your life?

This is an advertisement. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and 
product availability varies by state. 

Choosing the right Medicare coverage can 
be confusing.
I can help you find a plan 
that’s right for YOU  
and YOUR BUDGET.

Call today for personalized service!
(216) 375-5902

Kathy Carvin
Licensed Insurance Agent 

Kathy Carvin 
Licensed Insurance Agent

This is an advertisement. 

Not all agents are licensed 

to sell all products. Service 

and product availability 

varies by state.  

46275-HM-0920

Are your older windows drafty, painted shut, 
or otherwise inoperable? 

Don’t replace them - restore them!
Restoring wood or steel windows is the sustainable choice to achieve 
energy efficiency while maintaining architectural character.

• Weatherstripping
• Repairs & Re-roping
• Full Restoration
•  Custom Replacement of 

Sashes & Storms

(440) 444-3434 • info@clevelandwr.com

T H E

2267 Lee Rd • Cleveland Hts, OH 44118 

  
We’re open every day with delicious fresh 
pastry, hot soup, coffee... Carry out orders:
stone-oven.com  or call  216.932.3003 

DINE-IN & CARRY OUT FOOD TO WARM YOU UP.

“I offer good soul food at a reasonable 
price with excellent customer service. 
Cooking is my passion, that’s why I 
have this business,” said Chandler. 
“I am a small, Black woman-owned 
business here in the Heights. I am a 
one-woman show.”
 LaDosha Wright has owned 
Reverence Design Team salon, 
at 2062 S. Taylor Road, since 2000. 
Wright started her career as an 
outreach manager, visiting homes 
and teaching classes on parenting 
and anger management, and was 
surprised to discover that many of 
the issues her clients faced were be-
cause they did not like themselves, 
especially their hair. She created a 
course, How to Have a Good Hair 
Day, that focused on the same cli-
ent issues, but related them to the 
cultural importance of having a 
good hair day. That led her to start 
her own hair-styling business. She is 

continuing her activism, and hoping 
to bring the discipline of Afro-hair 
to a local college.
 Asma Mujib, owner of Mom-
ma’s Bowl, a soul food restaurant at 
3077 Mayfield Road, grew up cooking 
with her mother. “To this day, my 
momma is the only other person who 
can fry my chicken,” she said. Soul 
food cooking is her passion. Even 
after working full time at a childcare 
center, she would come home to 
cook and bake. Last year, Mujib felt 
it was finally time to open her own 
restaurant, where many of the recipes 
she prepares are those passed down 
from her mother. “Here, you will get 
a fresh, home-cooked meal that you 
do not have to cook, and it’s not too 
expensive,” said Mujib. “People want 
home-cooked meals, and nothing 
here is from the can.” In addition 
to cooking all of the restaurant’s 

continued on page 19

(left to right) Shawnnell Thomas, Shaniya Thomas and Heaven Thomas of Polish Me Pretty.
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When you think green…
think Kent’s Lawncare!

Heights-based
Put a stop to weeds

and add color to your lawn 
this spring

Professional lawncare
at an affordable price
216-780-0540

kwise2000@yahoo.com

  
 

 

MJM  Window
Restoration 

Keep your historic windows 
and save thousands! 

Sticky windows Weather Stripping 
Broken ropes Cracked Glass 

We’ll make them work like new! 

(216) 321-7729
mjmwindowrestoration.com 
✴ 35+ years in the Heights  ✴

Shop  
Local

HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor  
of the  

Lee Road Branch 

Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books,     
DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale     

Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!    
www.friendsheightslibraries.org 

All proceeds  
support the library 

CLASSIFIEDS

 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round 
Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal 

Feeding • Oak Wilt Treatment 

(216) 486-5551 
We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

Member:  
National Arborist Assn. • TCIA • ISA 

 Free Estimates Fully Insured 

Personal & Business Taxes 
Life Insurance

Call:  216.382.9647 
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com 

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA 
  Insurance Company Representative 

 2121 South Green Road 
 South Euclid, Ohio 44121 

*************************************** 

* Raymond J. Wohl, Licensed Insurance Agent
* Primerica Insurance Company 

*************************************** 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Iyengar Yoga
Transforming Body, Breath and Mind

Online and In-Studio Classes

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & 
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting




Housing code violations

Wallpaper removal 
Plaster repairs

*** 10% off interior projects
 December through March!

We are bonded, insured, and maintain 
an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

7 Days 9 a.m.– 8 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS 

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

 Gold / Sterling Silver 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Bronze Figures
 Men’s Wristwatches 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC. 
For all your electrical needs 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

(440) 840-8941 
Ask for Steve               License #48370 

“Reliable electrical service and repair”  

 
 

 

JOIN US! 

Help us ensure a vibrant and sustainable future 
for our community! We are looking for a  

part-time Finance and Administration  
Manager to join our  team. 

Learn more at 
www.futureheights.org/about/careers-at-futureheights/ 

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month
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WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS cont. from page 18

dishes herself, “to make sure that 
everything is perfectly cooked for the 
public,” Mujib, the mother of five, is 
working on her Ph.D dissertation, 
and operates a childcare center in a 
neighboring city.
 April Bimbo (pictured) and 
Donell Manning are the owners of 
Lavish Decors, at 1645 Lee Road. 
Their home décor shop features 
such items as mirrors, throw pillows, 
lamps, tables and comfortable house 
shoes. Bimbo wants to share her pas-
sion for interior decorating and house 
staging, and strives to offer items that 
are reasonably priced and affordable. 
“This is a business that welcomes 
everyone,” she said. “We celebrate 
being a woman-owned business.” 
Manning agreed, adding, “We offer 
an affordable lifestyle and it’s an hon-
est lifestyle. We are trying to achieve 
the American dream as minorities.”

 Licensed cosmetologist Shawn-
nell Thomas, and her daughters 
Shaniya and Heaven, own and op-
erate two full-service beauty salons 
in Cleveland Heights: Polish Me 
Pretty, at 2550 Noble Road, and 
Polish Me Pretty 2.0, at 3964 
Mayfield Road. Serial entrepre-
neurs, over the years the Thomases 
have owned beauty shops, ice cream 
parlors and a dollar store in Cleve-
land Heights. When Shawnnell 
opened Polish Me Pretty in 2011, her 
aunt, Germaine Monroe, a beauti-
cian from Georgia, came to help 
run the business. “I am one of the 
few black-owned nail salons owned 
and operated in Cleveland,” she said. 
Heaven and Shaniya both gradu-
ated from cosmetology school. “It’s 
exciting and hard to run a successful 
business as a young entrepreneur,” 
said Shaniya, 19. “We are still build-
ing and learning, and always open to 

learning more,” added Heaven. “We 
are loyal to our clients and loyal to 
the city,” said Shawnnell, who has 
been a licensed cosmetologist for 
23 years. “We want people to leave 
our doors feeling and looking good. 
We are really genuine and passion-
ate about our craft. We love what 
we do, and are good at it. We are a 
Black woman-, family-run business.” 
Heaven also runs Hair Bullies LLC, 
a business that offers three-day 
hair-braiding training, and Shaniya 
makes and markets her own organic, 
homemade line of cosmetics, the 
PYT collection. Shawnnell also co-
owns Talk of the Town, a venue for 
social gatherings.

Belle Espinal is the business outreach man-
ager for FutureHeights, with a focus on 
women- and minority-owned businesses.  
Contact her at bespinal@futureheights.
org, or 216-320-1423.
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2323 Lee Rd, CLE Heights, Ohio 44118
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