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Best of the Heights 2022
Belle Espinal

Over a period of six weeks, Jan. 1 
through Feb. 15, Heights residents 
cast their votes in the annual Best of 
the Heights awards, in recognition of 
the businesses that serve Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights.
 As in prior years, FutureHeights, 
a nonprofit community development 
corporation and publisher of the 
Heights Observer, created a list of 10 
unique award categories, showcasing 
the wide variety of establishments 
that call the Heights home, and 
asked residents to vote by writing in 
the names of their favorites in each 
category.
 This year’s categories, which 
included Best Opened-Our-Doors-
During-a-Pandemic Business, Best 
Pandemic-Safe Dining and Best Care 
for a Community During a Pandemic, 
recognized that the global pandemic 
has upended everyone’s lives and 
forced local entrepreneurs to inno-
vate while keeping customers and 
employees safe.

M Mock, David McHale, and Emma Schubert of On the Rise Artisan Breads, winner of Best Made-
It-Easy Online Ordering. 
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 “Thank you to all our suppor-
tive customers,” said Rachel Gross, 
owner of Bialy’s Bagels, which won 
Best University Heights Business.
 “I am so appreciative to be rec-
ognized, and it’s my passion to intro-
duce new foods to our community!” 
said Douglas Katz, owner of Chimi, 
winner of the Best Innovative Pro-
duct or Service During a Pandemic.
 Despite the pandemic, sev-
eral new businesses opened in the 

Heights. 
 Both S’il Vous Play and Koko 
Bakery were finalists in the category 
of Best Opened-Our-Doors-During-
a-Pandemic. “We are so grateful 
this community voted for us,” said 
Koko Bakery employee Nancy Chen. 
Marchant Manor Cheese won the cat-
egory. Shane Kearns, store manager of 
Marchant Manor exclaimed, “We are 
delighted to receive this award!”

continued on page 23

CH council confirms Sinnott as city administrator April 6 forum will 
explore Issue 9:  
proposed CLM park
Maryann Barnes

A public forum on CH Ballot Issue 
9, which proposes a public activity 
park on Lee Road, between Tul-
lamore Road and Meadowbrook 
Boulevard, will take place Wednes-
day, April 6, 7–8:30 p.m., at the Lee 
Road Library, 2345 Lee Road. It has 
been placed on the May 3 ballot by 
a citizen’s initiative.
 Cleveland Heights voters will 
vote ‘yes’ or ‘no’ for the proposed 
park ordinance, Issue 9 on the May 
3 Primary Election ballot. The ballot 
language is simple: “Shall the pro-
posed ordinance requiring the City 
to create a public activity park on 
the 1.07 acres of City owned land at 
the corner of Lee Road, Tullamore 
Road and Meadowbrook Boulevard 
be adopted?”
 The public is invited to attend 
the free forum. In addition to tak-
ing place in-person at the library, it 
will be live-streamed and recorded 
for later viewing on the League of 
Women Voters of Greater Cleveland 
(LWVGC) YouTube channel. The 
live-stream link will be available 
on the LWVGC website, https://
lwvgreatercleveland.org/chuh, before 
the start of the April 6 forum. 
 The forum’s panel will comprise 
two groups of citizens, one sup-
porting and one opposing Issue 9. 
It will be moderated by a trained 
LWV moderator. The format will 
be similar to the candidate and issue 

MetroHealth brings free health fair to CH April 28
Angela Townsend

The MetroHealth System’s Minor-
ity Men’s Health Fair is coming to 
Cleveland Heights. The free event, 
featuring health screenings and 
information, will be held on Thurs-
day, April 28, 5–8:30 p.m., at Metro-
Health Cleveland Heights Medical 
Center at 10 Severance Circle.
 Although the word “minority” 
is part of the name, MetroHealth’s 
event is fully inclusive. Men from 
all racial and ethnic backgrounds 
can take advantage of more than 30 
free health screenings and health 

examinations, 
for  prostate 
cancer, hyper-
tension, heart 
disease, diabe-
tes and dozens 
of other con-
ditions and ill-
nesses. Women 
are also invited to attend and access 
health screenings.
 MetroHealth physicians and 
specialists will be on hand to an-
swer questions during the health 
fair. Prescription medication assis-
tance, health education and patient 

navigation services also will be 
available.
 Visit www.metrohealth.org/mmhf 
to register in advance to attend. 
Walk-ins will be welcome the day of 
the event, but attendees are encour-
aged to register to ensure access to 
health screenings. Those who want 
to volunteer, or apply to become an 
event exhibitor at no cost, can visit 
the Web page for information.  
 Charles Modlin, M.D., con-
ceived the idea of a free health fair 
for minority men nearly 20 years 
ago. “I wanted to do my part to help 

Kim Sergio Inglis

At the March 21 Cleveland Heights 
City Council meeting, council 
members voted 6-0 to confirm 
Mayor Kahlil Seren’s appointment 
of Joseph Sinnott, a former mayor 
of Erie, Pa.,  to the position of city 
administrator. (Council Member 
Davida Russell was not present at 
the meeting.)
 Seren announced his appoint-
ment of Sinnott in a March 4 
news release from the city. At city 
council’s May 7 meeting, Seren 
formally proposed a resolution, 
on first reading, asking council to 
confirm Sinnott’s appointment.
 On March 14, city council 
conducted a public interview with 
Sinnott during its Committee of 
the Whole meeting.
 In remarks at that meeting, 
Seren commented on the im-

portance of 
the city ad-
ministrator 
post, noting 
that the posi-
tion had been 
mandated by 
the city’s 2019 
charter change. 
 Seren reported that the city 
had received more than 50 applica-
tions for the position.
 In his Administrative Services 
Committee report on March 21, 
Council Member Craig Cobb pre-
sented Resolution 24-2022 (AS), 
on second reading, “confirming the 
mayor’s appointment of Joseph E. 
Sinnott as city administrator for 
the city of Cleveland Heights, and 
declaring the necessity that this 
resolution become immediately ef-
fective as an emergency measure.”

continued on page 14

Joseph Sinnott

Charles Modlin, M.D.
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not a conven-
tional newspaper; it is a nonprofit 
publication for residents of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights.
 The Heights Observer has no writing 
staff; it is written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want to 
write, then submit them for publication. 
Anyone in University Heights or Cleve-
land Heights is welcome to contribute 
regularly, occasionally or even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Ob-
server? If so, please write it on your own, 
or with friends, neighbors or colleagues. 
Our volunteer editors will make sure it’s 
ready to publish, and contact you with 
any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click 
on “Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered for the 
May issue must be submitted by April 
11. We publish some articles online only. 
We also publish an e-newsletter each 
Tuesday.

 

Bob Rosenbaum

The Heights Observer doesn’t endorse 
political candidates or issues, and 
the Issue 9 ballot referendum in 
Cleveland Heights is no exception.
 But Issue 9 represents the big-
gest challenge we’ve had to date in 
making this claim. That’s because 
FutureHeights, which publishes the 
Observer, has taken a public position 
on the matter.
 FutureHeights receives federal 
grant money, allocated by the city 
of Cleveland Heights, to work as 
a community development corpo-
ration on the city’s behalf. It was 
involved in planning for the develop-
ment project that gave rise to Issue 
9. I don’t think it’s unreasonable 
for FutureHeights to have a strong 
opinion on the matter.
 But how can the Observer claim 
impartiality when its publisher has taken 
a side? It’s admittedly a fine hair to split.

Maintaining balance in covering Issue 9
OpEnIng 
THE OBSERvER

 First, those of us who produce 
the Observer tend not to get involved 
in other FutureHeights activities; 
we’re here to publish, and that’s 
enough work for a part-time job. 
And separating emotions from the 
job of producing a publication is no 
great feat; it’s a discipline that we 
practice every month. 
 It’s also relevant that the Observer 
doesn’t receive any of that grant money; 
it’s funded solely through its advertis-
ing. So the Observer owes its continued 
existence not to FutureHeights, but to 
our advertisers. We keep our advertis-
ers by serving our readers—and we do 
that by producing a paper that reflects 
the community rather than the policy 
concerns of the publisher.
 Of course, Editor Kim Sergio 
Inglis and I have our own opinions 
on the big community issues, and 
(not speaking for Kim) I’d love to 
participate in the debates as much 
as anyone. But whatever either of 
us might say would be interpreted 
by some as bias in the publication. 
So, for the most part, we keep our 
mouths shut and take satisfaction in 
the idea that Observer itself is more 

important to the community than 
one more point of view.  
 People who do express opin-
ions in the Observer—including 
those directly connected with 
FutureHeights—must all meet the 
same standards in submitting an 
article or opinion for publication. 
They must:  
•  Make the submission under the 

byline of an individual, not an 
institution;

•  Disclose any relevant relation-
ships in a sentence at the bottom 
of the article;

•  Submit the article through our 
automated system;

Vote ‘yes’ on Issue 
9 to ensure public 
green space
To the Editor:

I’ve seen a lot of proposals from 
developers in Cleveland Heights and 

Cuyahoga County. They always show 
lots of pretty drawings and lots of 
amazing financial projections. In 
general, these stories about the future 
are fantasies.
 I’ve read and heard some of our 
neighbors’ concerns about the devel-
oper’s so-called “commitment” at the 
Top Of The Hill to build certain walls 
out of bricks, in order to match the 
neighborhood’s historic look and feel. 
And according to these neighbors—
including architects and engineers—
all we got was some brick-colored 
paint, not even as thin as a playing 
card. I guess it was in the fine print.
 Joe Pesci’s character, Vinny Gam-
bini, in “My Cousin Vinnie” offers 
this sage advice about the prosecu-
tion to the two “yutes”:
 Vinny Gambini: “Let me show 
you something.” [He holds up a play-
ing card, with the face toward Billy.] 
“He’s going to show you the bricks. 
He’ll show you they got straight 
sides. He’ll show you how they got 
the right shape. He’ll show them to 
you in a very special way, so that they 
appear to have everything a brick 
should have. But there’s one thing 
he’s not gonna show you.” [He turns 
the card, so that its edge is toward 
Billy.] “When you look at the bricks 
from the right angle, they’re as thin 
as this playing card.”
 Heck, all we got was paint.
 Well, the city of Cleveland 
Heights and that very same developer 
are at it again—this time at Meadow-
brook and Lee. Fool me once, shame 
on you. Fool me twice, shame on me.
 Vote Yes on May 3 for Issue 9—the 
public square at Meadowbrook and 
Lee. It’s the only way we’re going to 
get that 1.07-acre public green space.

Garry Kanter
Cleveland Heights
[Kanter is treasurer of the Friends of the 
Meadowbrook-Lee Public Square PAC.]

Support equitable 
spending, vote ‘no’ 
on Issue 9
To the Editor:

Proponents of Issue 9 want the city 
to spend millions, that’s millions, con-
structing a new 1-acre public space at 
Lee Road and Meadowbrook Boulevard, 
even as a developer has agreed to pay for 
and build a one-third-acre public space 
in conjunction with plans for new hous-
ing and retail.
 As a matter of fairness and equity, 
shouldn’t the city spend money on neigh-
borhoods that are currently struggling to 
attract new investment, like the Noble 
and Taylor road neighborhoods? Doesn’t 
it make more sense for the city to focus 
efforts and resources making overdue 
improvements, and offering incentives 
in underserved neighborhoods to cata-
lyze private investments, like the private 
investment currently occurring in Cedar 
Lee and Cedar Fairmount?  
 If Issue 9 park advocates are truly 
interested in better parks for our com-
munity, then how about advocating for 
city funds, and working with the city, 
to improve conditions at Barbara Boyd 
(Caledonia) Park, or Denison Park, so 
residents in these neighborhoods can 
enjoy quality green/recreational spaces?
 Let’s practice environmental justice, 
lets commit to spending our scarce city 
funds in a fair-minded and strategic man-
ner, and let’s support the public/private 
development at Lee and Meadowbrook 
that already includes a one-third-acre 
public space/park and 2 acres of green-
space in total. Vote No on Issue 9 for 
the betterment of all Cleveland Heights 
neighborhoods.

Micah Kirman
Cleveland Heights
[Kirman is a former FutureHeights 
board member and past chair of its Plan-
ning and Development Committee.]

 

Focused Tattoo welcomes all 

1846 Coventry Road, #400 
Upstairs from Guys Pizza 
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Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

continued on page 7

There are no plans to publish further 
opinions about Issue 9 in print, because 
the next edition comes out just three 
days before the May 3 primary elec-
tion. We also don’t have staff resources 
to promise that any new articles or 
opinions on the issue will be edited for 
use online.
 That could change if significant 
new information or a meaningfully dif-
ferent perspective comes to light. But 
outside of unforeseen circumstances, 
this edition of the Observer is effectively 
the last to address Issue 9 before it’s 
decided at the polls.



Heights Observer April 1, 2022     www.heightsobserver.org3

LETTERS/OpInIOn

Issue 9 is more anti-
development than 
pro-park

To the Editor:

Don’t be fooled that Issue 9 is about 
creating a park. It’s about stopping 
progress in Cleveland Heights by kill-
ing new housing, retail, and vibrancy 
for Cedar Lee. That’s why I’m voting 
“no on 9.”
 Consider two facts:
 1. A top Issue 9 proponent posted 
this reply on NextDoor when I asked if 
they’d support development if the city 
had not provided economic incentives: 
“If the developers paid for their devel-
opment, no subsidies, I would have no 
objection.” 
 2. The city-approved proposal in-
cludes 2-plus acres of green space. Issue 
9 is only 1.07 acres. 
 If you want green space AND prog-
ress, vote “no on 9.” We’ve been look-
ing at grass at Lee-Meadowbrook for a 
decade-plus. Vote “no” and it becomes 
part of a shining, nearly 5-acre project 
that also replaces dilapidated buildings 
on Cedar Road that thousands of com-
muters see every day. 
 A ‘yes’ vote likely means more grass 
for more decades. The city has $0 for 
a park that proponents said could cost 
$2 million—money we could spend on 
more pressing needs if we had it. The 
developer is paying to create twice the 
green space and [provide] maintenance. 
 Join the effort. Make a donation. 
Get a yard sign. Share why you’ll vote 

CH’s point-of-sale in-
spection is essential 
tool
To the Editor:

I strongly disagree with Alan Rapoport 
that our city should consider eliminat-
ing the Point-of-Sale (POS) Inspection 
program because, as he stated in his 
February 2022 Heights Observer opinion, 
“Private inspection at buyer expense 
now is standard practice, regardless of 
whether brokers are involved.” 
 I do not believe obtaining a pri-
vate inspection is a standard practice 
of investors—yet investors continue 
to purchase significant numbers of 
properties in our city’s most at-risk 
neighborhoods.
 For example, in June 2021 the 
Greater Cleveland Congregations 
(GCC) Cleveland Heights Housing 
Team that I chair researched the 120 
most recent title transfers in the Cale-
donia section of the Noble neighbor-
hood. It found that 40 percent of all 
purchases (49 of 120), were by investor. 
Of course, not all investors are what we 
call “bad apples,” but a good number 
are, and that is a major concern.
 The POS inspection with the 
escrow requirement is the one tool we 
have to hold investors accountable to 
bring a property to community stan-
dards. The POS inspection of rental 
properties also provides important 
protection for tenants who seek to live 
in our community, and who have the 
right to safe and decent housing.
 If the current POS inspection 
presents challenges for buyers who will 
own and live in the property, then we 
should look for solutions to ease that 
burden, but we cannot allow bad inves-
tors free run to further damage our 
neighborhoods. The POS inspection is 
an absolutely essential tool in our city’s 
toolbox. 

Diana Woodbridge
Cleveland Heights

Vote ‘yes’ on Issue 10 for a more produc-
tive Cleveland Heights City Council
Tony Cuda

As part of the transition to an elected 
mayor–council form of government, CH 
City Council is asking for your support 
for an important amendment to our city 
charter. A YES vote on May 3 will allow 
the clerk of council to work directly for 
the legislative branch of government, 
rather than the executive branch.
 Currently, the clerk of council, 
who is also the finance director, 
works for and serves at the pleasure 
of the mayor. The finance director, in 
turn, hires an assistant clerk of coun-
cil. This outdated provision not only 
greatly burdens our finance director, 
but also provides city council mem-
bers with no staff to support them 
with their legislative duties. With this 
charter amendment, that position 
will be shifted to work directly for, 
and to serve, city council.
 Because the city already has a posi-
tion for an assistant clerk of council, a 
YES vote on Issue 10 will NOT add a 

new staff position. Rather, this charter 
amendment simply shifts the role of the 
clerk from the executive to the legisla-
tive branch, and puts it under council’s 
supervision—where it belongs.
 A clerk of council is a position that 
almost all city councils have to help 
them perform their many important 
duties. Several of our neighboring cit-
ies—including Lakewood, Beachwood, 
Solon, University Heights, and Maple 
Heights—have a charter provision 
that places the role of clerk of council 
directly under city council, not the city 
administration.
 Some of the duties a clerk of council 
traditionally performs include:
•  Coordinating pre-council meeting 

tasks;
•  preparing council public hearing no-

tices for newspaper publication;
•  preparing meeting agendas;
•  gathering, compiling, and distributing 

materials and information needed by 
council and attendees;

We invite you to join us - Palm Sunday April 10th - Resurrection Sunday April 17th

Are you broken and hurting within?

Sunday services 11:00am - Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus
2843 Washington Blvd - Euclid Heights Blvd @ Coventry
Services also on Zoom - https://gccle.church
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New council, same problems
Eric Silverman

In the debate over the Cedar-Lee-
Meadowbrook (CLM) develop-
ment—a contest between a coterie of 
malcontent gadflies and civic cheer-
leaders who buy whatever borscht is 
served by City Hall—two simple yet 
vital math equations are unanswered, 
no matter how many times I ask 40 
Severance Circle. In fact, I asked just 
the other day and, as of the time of 
my writing this, March 16, no one 
has answered the two simple ques-
tions—not our mayor, who has been 
in office the entire time this latest 
development has been negotiated, 
nor our council president, whose 
e-mail address has several abbrevia-
tions that intimate a more than basic 
understanding of math.
 My first question has been: How 
long will it take for the city to recoup 
the cost of the land that it is leasing 
(and then maybe selling) to the de-
veloper for less than $500?
 By my estimation the city has 
spent between $600,000 and $1 mil-
lion on these properties. Based on 
income tax from construction work-

ers and new residents, then savings on 
debt payments for the garage, the city 
may recoup these costs within four to 
six years (based on conservative num-
bers), so converting public assets into 
private ones may be a good deal—one 
you would think SOMEONE at City 
Hall would diagram on a single sheet 
of paper and broadcast. When I ask 
City Hall if my math is correct, a sell-
ing point for a controversial project, 
the answer is . . . silence.
 The bigger question is: Am I 
reading correctly in the development 
agreement between the developer 
and the city, dated Dec. 9, 2021, on 
page 3, item H, that the project is 
requesting from the CH-UH school 
board a 100-percent/30-year TIF for 
the CLM project? Is this correct, that 
they want to have ALL of the new 
property tax revenue applied toward 
the TIF?
 Based on the developer’s RFP 
response, this project would generate 
$1.5 million a year in new property 
taxes, BUT . . . ALL of the new rev-
enue would pay for the TIF, meaning 
the school district would receive $0 

continued on page 7

continued on page 26

“no on 9” with others. Keep progress 
moving forward at Cedar-Lee-Mead-
owbrook. Visit www.buildclm.com or @
buildCLM on Facebook to get started.

Michael Bennett
Cleveland Heights
[Bennett is a member of the Heights 
Observer Advisory Committee. The 
opinions expressed here are his alone.]
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Marchant Manor Cheese

2211 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio         (216) 860-1862
  marchantmanor.com               

• Makers • Mongers • Mentors •

Handmade artisan cheese • Cheese accoutrements

JOIN US FOR CHEESE HAPPY HOUR!
WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY 4P-6P

25% OFF OF YOUR DINE IN CHEESE SELECTIONS
BUY ONE GET ONE

ON SELECT GLASSES OF WINE

S H A K E R L A K E S .O R G #S H A K E R L A K E S
2600 South Park Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44120  •  216.321.5935

ORDER PLANTS ONLINE for convenient home delivery 

ANNUAL  
PLANT  
SALE

th
HOMEGROWN SALE

11AM–3PMSaturday, June 11
Now a stand alone event! Shop native plants grown, 
lovingly cared for and donated by expert gardeners. 
NCSL receives 100% of proceeds. 

SATURDAY, MAY 7 9:30AM–1PM

8:30AM–9:30AMMembers Only Preview
Join us and shop the area’s largest selection of  
hard-to-find native plants, perennials, edibles  
and annuals.

All proceeds benefit the Nature Center and support our mission  
of conservation, stewardship, and environmental education.

SHAKERLAKES.ORG/PLANTSALE
MARCH 21–APRIL 9

Summer 
Ruffing It!

SUMMER CAMPS FOR AGES 
18 MONTHS - GRADE 8

JUNE 21 - 
JULY 29, 2022

For more information, 
visit ruffingmontessori.net 

or call 216.321.7571

3380 FAIRMOUNT BLVD.
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OHIO 

Cedar Lee business owner urges ‘no’ vote on park
Destiny Burns 

On behalf of myself and other small 
businesses owners of the Cedar Lee 
Business District, I urge Cleveland 
Heights residents to come out to the 
polls on May 3 and VOTE NO on 
the ballot initiative (Issue 9) to cre-
ate an unfunded public activity park 
at the corner of Lee, Meadowbrook 
and Tullamore. This is a critical mo-
ment in our city’s history, and we 
need your support.
 Here are the relevant facts ev-
eryone should know:
•  The Cleveland Heights Master 

Plan, developed with significant 
community input, designated the 
Lee-Meadowbrook vacant lot’s 
best use as mixed development, 
not parkland.

•  The city has already made sig-
nificant investments in the Lee-
Meadowbrook vacant lot and in 
the adjacent parking garage in 
anticipation of, and preparation 
for, this development project.

•  Our duly elected city council 
competitively selected a developer 
and voted unanimously in 2021 to 
enter into a binding development 
agreement and contract with 
Flaherty & Collins to develop 4.8 
acres of city-owned land as one 
integrated project, including the 
Lee-Meadowbrook vacant lot. 
The 1.07 acre Lee-Meadowbrook 
portion cannot simply be removed 
from the project’s scope.

•  The plans and designs for this 
development project already have 
been approved by the city in a 
process that included significant 
opportunities for community vis-
ibility and input. The developer 
listened to citizen input about the 
desire for green space and incorpo-
rated it into the design.

•  City council voted unanimously 
to reject this ballot initiative after 
a community forum to hear input. 
The feedback they received that 
night was overwhelmingly in fa-
vor of rejecting the park initiative 
and in support of the Cedar-Lee-

Meadowbrook development project.
 The Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook 
development project will:
•  Provide substantial new property tax 

revenues to the school district, gener-
ate income tax revenues to the city, 
and create jobs in our community;

•  Beautify and actualize the Lee-
Meadowbrook vacant lot that has 
negatively impacted the continuity 
of the Cedar Lee Business District 
for many years;

•  Incorporate more than 2 acres of 
public green space, including a public 
park on one-third of the current Lee-
Meadowbrook vacant lot, funded 
AND maintained at developer ex-
pense; and

•  Create new housing and commercial/
retail space to revitalize the business 
district. 

 In addition, the city’s Law De-
partment has advised that the state 
and federal Constitutions prohibit 
legislation that retroactively impairs 
the obligations of pre-existing con-
tracts, and this provision applies with 
equal force to legislation passed by 
city council and legislation adopted 
directly by voters via ballot initiative. 
Our city must honor its contractual 
commitments—it is essential to the 
city’s credibility in future development 
efforts, and it is simply the right thing 
to do.
 Your Lee Road merchants have 
been hit hard by the impacts of the 
pandemic, but we still do our best and 
give our all every single day to support 
our community and make it a better 
place. We greatly appreciate your sup-
port—and I ask now for your help to 
defeat this ballot initiative so that our 
business district can modernize and 
thrive.
 The Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook 
development project is essential to the 
future of our business district and our 
city. Please come out to the polls on 
May 3 and VOTE NO on the public 
activity park initiative.

Destiny Burns is the owner of CLE Urban 
Winery, and is also a homeowner in the 
Cedar Lee neighborhood.

Build CLM pAC forms to oppose Issue 9

Gayle Lewin

On March 6, 50 residents gathered 
at The Wine Spot, kicking off 
Friends of Build CLM’s official PAC 
campaign. The PAC is working to 
ensure that the approved residen-
tial, commercial, and public-access 
green-space development at Cedar, 
Lee and Meadowbrook is not halted 
by a ballot initiative to mandate a 
park on part of the site.
 “Issue 9 is an ill-conceived ini-
tiative to block development in the 
guise of a 1.07 acre ‘public activity 
park,’”  said Jeanne Gordon, one 
of the PAC’s organizers. “The park 
proposal is an unfunded mandate 
that proponents say the city can 
pay for. The city has no funds to 
build or maintain it. The developer 
is planning to create a park there as 
part of more than 2 acres of green 
space—plus apartments and store-

fronts that will attract new residents 
and visitors, bring in new income and 
sales tax revenue, and renew vibrancy 
to the district.”
 The campaign also has the support 
of many district business owners, in-
cluding the owners of Rudy’s Pub, CLE 
Urban Winery, Zagara’s Marketplace, 
the Cedar Lee Theatre, and Boss Dog 
Brewery.
 In 2004, the city began the long 
process that resulted in the current 
development plan. A master plan for 
the district included urban infill and a 
parking garage, built to accommodate 
future development. The city pur-
chased land and demolished buildings 
in anticipation, and issued a request 
for proposal [RFP] to developers. The 
economic recession in the late 2000s 
halted progress.
 In October 2020, the city issued 
a new RFP for development in the 

continued on page 20
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Bustling with activity. That’s how Pat Mallik 

and her husband Singh describe the newest

chapter in their lives. After the Malliks 

relocated from Seattle in 2018, their son and 

daughter-in-law quickly pointed them to 

nearby Judson Park. And for Pat and Singh, 

there’s been no looking back.

Gardening, reading, staying fit, and freely 

sharing her beauty expertise with neighbors 

are everyday occurrences for Pat. “We’re so 

busy! Just because we are retired doesn’t 

mean we’re going to sit in a chair and sleep. 

The exercise options are great, people are  

so friendly, and help is here if you need it,” 

says Pat.

Read the full story at 
judsonsmartliving.org/blog

“There are so, so many reasons 
 we’re happy at Judson.”

Judson Park  Cleveland Heights  |  Judson Manor  University Circle  |  South Franklin Circle  Chagrin Falls

       judsonsmartliving.org   |  216.350.0326

Bringing Community to Life Pat and Singh Mallik

public should control development
Gavin Andersen

Residents know best what they 
need—what their lives are missing, 
what stands between them and their 
goals, what they would change (if they 
could) to improve their quality of life.
 That’s why Cleveland Heights 
Council Member Davida Russell is 
asking Noble and Taylor residents 
directly how to spend those neighbor-
hoods’ designated American Rescue 
Plan Act funds during her “You Talk, 
I Listen” sessions. It’s why Cleveland 
has done the same through online 
polls.
 It’s why Collinwood, Tremont, 
Chicago, Atlanta, Porto Alegre, 
Glasgow, Seoul, and other cities 
around the world have used par-
ticipatory budgeting to determine—
through deliberative democratic pro-
cesses—how the People want to spend 
their own money. It’s why California, 
Oregon, British Columbia, and even 
entire countries, such as Belgium, 
Denmark, and Ireland, have used ran-
domly selected citizens’ assemblies to 
empower ordinary people—through 
deliberative democratic processes 
that represent the entire population 

rather than just its most powerful 
members—to decide for themselves 
what policies will govern them.
 The key problem with the devel-
opment at Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook 
is that the public did not choose it.
 The only choice residents make 
in local development is electing local 
representatives. At the ballot box, in a 
single democratic act, a lively minor-
ity (30 percent of all eligible voters 
in the Cleveland Heights’ historic 
mayoral election) endows a group of 
residents who are privileged enough 
to run for office with the power to 
make any decision on everyone’s 
behalf.
 Between elections, the only 
influence residents have over repre-
sentatives is their voice, and CH 
City Hall designates times and places 
where residents can demonstrate 
their voices’ power: Every week, if 
you can squeeze it in, you have three 
minutes to state your opinion in 
physical proximity to city council. 
If—between work, errands, dinner, 
bath time, story time, bedtime, and 
third shift—you can make it to one 
of the engagement sessions planned 

continued on page 22

FAQs: In support of public park Issue 9
Fran Mentch

May 3 will be the only time that CH 
residents have been able to vote di-
rectly on a local land-use issue—it’s 
an opportunity to decide what kind 
of community we want to live in, and 
the future we want to create. Here are 
some FAQs about the [proposed] public 
park, Issue 9:
 Will the park bring money 
to the city? Yes! Based on research 
by city planners and economists, the 
right-size public space, in the right 
place, brings feet to the street. And 
money follows feet. This park is the 
right size in the right context. Lee 
Road business owners told us they do 
their best business during the music 
festival. The CH Master Plan rec-
ommends more activities to attract 
people who will dine, shop, and attend 
performances. Imagine how a concert 
in the public park every Friday night 
would help Lee Road businesses!
 How much will it cost? The 
park will be designed by a commu-
nity process; the more complicated 
the design, the more costly. Our best 
estimate is that $2 million would be 
enough for a good foundation—a 
small stage, free WiFi, public rest-
rooms, a water fountain, and a 
small play area for young children. 
Residents will work with the city on 
the park’s design and funding. Park 
supporters have experience in writing 
grant proposals and in fundraising.
 The cost to maintain the park 
will be modest. In 2021, mainte-
nance of all of its parks cost the 
city $241,300; extrapolating from 
that, the Meadowbrook-Lee park 
maintenance cost should be less than 
$40,000 a year.
 Did you start the public park 
initiative to stop development? 
No. It is only about the public park. 
Unfortunately, the two issues became 
conflated. The [pro-park] petitions 
were originally submitted [to the 
county board of elections] on Nov. 
29. Some signatures were invalidated; 
additional petitions were submitted 
on Dec. 24. The city signed the de-
velopment agreement on Dec. 6.
 Will the public square stop 
development? No. Issue 9 is not 
responsible for the decisions of the 
developer; it only applies to 1.07 acres 
of the 5-acre site. When it passes, 
what happens to the development 
is up to the developer. Neither the 
developer, Flaherty & Collins (F&C), 
nor the city has stated there will be 
no development when Issue 9 passes.
 Will the park be legal? When 
Issue 9 passes, it will be a binding 
legal ordinance with the presump-
tion of validity afforded all passed 
ballot initiatives. Opponents and 
some city officials have stated that 
the ordinance authorizing the park 
could potentially be “set aside” as 
unconstitutional due to the city’s 
pre-existing contract with F&C. 
Presumably, they are referring to the 
Retroactivity Clause of Article II, 
Section 28 of the Ohio Constitution, 
which prevents governments from 
passing laws that impair existing con-
tracts. However, in a 2016 decision, 

the Ohio Supreme Court held that 
the Retroactivity Clause does not 
extend to political subdivisions. Any 
constitutional challenge to Issue 9 
will have legal obstacles to overcome.
 Why did you start the park 
initiative? It was our only remain-
ing option. Petitioners submitted 
proposals to build the park four times, 
starting in 2013. In 2021, city council 
refused eight requests to put the park 
on its agenda, and made decisions in 
six closed-door executive sessions. We 
asked council to wait to vote on the 
development after our new form of 
government was in place; it refused.
 Please visit clevelandheightspublic-
square.com to sign up for a yard sign, 
our newsletter, or to donate! It is 
not unusual for developers to spend 
$500,000 on this kind of campaign. 
All contributions that will help Issue 
9 win are appreciated.

Fran Mentch initiated, and thanks the 
large grassroots effort that created, Issue 
9. She is chair of the executive committee 
of the Northeast Ohio Sierra Club group, 
and is a community activist who worked 
to turn the former Oakwood Country 
Club into a Metropark, not a Walmart.
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At Communion of Saints Parish 

Holy Saturday
April 16, 2022

Easter Vigil
8:30 pm—St. Ann Church

Holy Thursday 
April 14, 2022

Mass of the Lord’s Supper & Feet Washing 
8:00 pm—St. Ann Church 

Followed by reposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament until 11:00pm

Good Friday
April 15, 2022 

Passion of the Lord, Veneration of the Cross 
and Holy Communion

3:00 pm—St. Ann Church 

Easter Sunday
April 17, 2022

10:00 am —St. Philomena Church
 

9:00 am and 11:00 am 
St. Ann Church 

Communion of Saints Parish | St. Ann—2175 Coventry Rd. Clev. Heights, OH 44118 | 
St. Philomena—13824 Euclid Ave. East Clev., OH 44112 | www.Communionofsaintsparish.org

Holy Week 

w w w .m a c s b a c k s . c o m

Visit Mac’s on 
Indie Bookstore Day! 
Saturday, April 30th • 11-8 pm

1820 Coventry Rd., Cleve Hts, OH 44118  •  216.321.2665 

CH judge provides municipal 
court annual report highlights
J.J. Costello

At the end of March of each year, 
Ohio’s municipal courts must submit 
to their city and county govern-
ments a report of their operations, 
including a statement of receipts and 
expenditures. The full 2021 Annual 
Report for the Cleveland Heights 
Municipal Court, along with reports 
from years past, can be found on the 
court’s website at www.cleveland-
heightscourt.com.
 Transparency in the judiciary 
promotes confidence in the system, 
upholds the fair administration of jus-
tice, and leads to increased efficiency 
and effectiveness. It is worthwhile to 
highlight [here] some of the work 
performed by the court, and the 
improvements and community col-
laborations it has undertaken.
 Our court continues to make 
technology improvements, and, as 
in years past, this year’s upgrades 
were paid from sources outside of 
the general fund. Ours is one of the 

first courts in the area to upgrade its 
online docket so that everyone has 
access to electronic images of the ac-
tual filings. Now, when someone goes 
to our court’s online docket, rather 
than simply seeing that a motion 
was filed on a case, one can see the 
actual motion itself. This upgrade is 
designed to aid litigants and provide 
greater transparency on the cases we 
handle.
 Our court also implemented a 
texting module that enables indi-
vidualized text reminder messages 
to be sent automatically based on 
the specifics of a case. The court has 
seen a marked reduction in criminal 
warrants being issued for failures to 
appear now that we have fully imple-
mented those text reminders.
 The court was awarded a grant 
in 2021 to enable it to accept elec-
tronic traffic citations. Collaborat-
ing with the Cleveland Heights 
Police, Law, and IT departments, we 
are hopeful that this system will be 
implemented in the second quarter 
of this year.
 This focus on technology was 
why I was appointed to the Supreme 
Court of Ohio’s Commission on 
Technology and the Courts this past 
year. In addition to serving on that 
and other commissions, I was actively 
engaged in educational outreach 
programs, such as membership on 
the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District Strate-
gic Planning Committee, reading and 
visiting with elementary school stu-
dents at our schools, and participat-
ing in a discussion panel concerning 
virtual court hearings.
 The CH Municipal Court re-
mains one of the busiest in the area. 
After adjusting incoming cases to a 
per judge caseload, this court had 
the second-highest number of cases 
compared to the other 12 general di-
vision municipal courts in Cuyahoga 
County. CH Municipal Court heard 
35 percent more cases than the aver-
age number of cases heard per judge 
in Cuyahoga County, and 41 percent 
more cases than the average number 
of cases heard per municipal court 
judge in Ohio.
 While the court is absolutely 
not a revenue center—our mission 
is to administer justice—we once 
again remitted revenue to the city 
of Cleveland Heights in excess of 
our expenses. Even with an increase 
in services provided, and raises for 
court employees, our general fund 
expenses this past year were less 
than one-quarter of a percent in-
crease over the 2020 general fund 
expenses.
 None of this is possible without 
the hard work of the incredibly ca-
pable, diverse, and dedicated court 
staff. We look forward to continuing 
to serve our vital purpose of admin-
istering justice impartially, without 
denial or delay.

J.J. Costello is a lifelong Cleveland 
Heights resident and judge of the Cleve-
land Heights Municipal Court.
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School district leaders fail to protect students
Shari Nacson

CH-UH teachers and building-level 
staff provide our community’s chil-
dren with a nurturing, comprehensive 
education. While the pandemic forced 
our school district to re-think public 
education, the pandemic cannot be 
an excuse for long-standing problems.
 Since August 2020, a group of 500-
plus CH-UH school district parents 
and staff have collaborated to share 
information, and communicate issues 
to our elected and paid district leaders.
 In 170-plus pages of routine re-
ports, we have documented an array 
of community concerns and begged 
for solutions. We convened forums, 
spoke at school board meetings, and 
regularly communicated with leader-
ship to activate change. Most of these 
issues remain unaddressed, leaving 
students unprotected in myriad ways.
 Frustrated students, parents, staff, 
and community members (among 
them some of the 500-plus) want dis-
trict leadership—to whom we entrust 
the care of our children—to actively 
study and fix persistent systemic prob-
lems, including:  
•  Inadequate response to student-to-

student sexual assault and bullying, 
across buildings. (In public com-
ments at the Dec. 21 and Jan. 4 board 
of education meetings, students, an 
alum, and others spoke about the 
dress code, rape culture and mishan-
dling of a case. In two protests, one 
in December, the other on March 
10, hundreds of students rallied 
outside Heights High, sharing their 
experiences of sexual harrassment 
and assault, and their outrage at 
administrative mishandling.)

•  Safety/facility issues, including un-
monitored locations and inadequate 
classroom space despite renovations. 

•  Insufficient instructional quality 
and exclusion from building-related 
resources for online learners.

•  Opacity about COVID relief funds 
and their use. With unprecedented 
federal funding for schools via ES-
SER (Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief) funds, it 
is unclear how this one-time $17 mil-

lion is being spent. Meanwhile, our 
buildings are understaffed, pandemic 
precautions falter, and mandated 
services are insufficient.

•  Inadequate enforcement of the Title 
IX mandate to ensure a learning 
environment that is safe from sexual 
harassment.

•  Mismatch between Code of Con-
duct, International Baccalaureate 
principles, and actual discipline 
practices.

•  Disconnected communication and 
decision-making between district 
administrators and building-level 
leadership/teachers.

•  Disproportionate legal fees for the 
district’s size.

 We expect solution-focused ac-
tion. Yet, at a time when increased 
stakeholder input would serve public 
interest, the school board is enacting 
a policy that will inhibit public com-
ments, like its recent refusal to add 
reasonable accommodations (Zoom 
or phone access) to allow public 
comment by those unable to attend 
in-person meetings.
 Schools are the crux of a com-
munity’s well-being. If our leadership 
continues to ignore these problems, 
other citizens must step up and run 
for school board.
 In the meantime, it is time for 
our Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights city councils to get involved and 
investigate these pivotal issues, especially 
school safety and fund distribution. 
 Given the district leadership’s 
persistent silence in response to writ-
ten and in-person requests for help, I 
feel it is my civic duty to apprise this 
community of the inner workings of 
a beloved system that has been and 
actively is being mismanaged. Our 
children deserve better.

Shari Nacson is a mom, social worker, and 
editor who is co-administrator of a Face-
book group for families and educators who 
collaborate to optimize CH-UH student 
experiences during pandemic times. She 
spoke at the Oct. 5, 2021, CH-UH school 
board meeting, asking the district to respond 
to, and work to solve, the 170-plus pages of 
concerns mentioned in this opinion.

Don’t wait to make sustainability changes
Alice Jeresko

Sustainability is a broad concept, 
understood and interpreted at dif-
ferent scales. Cleveland Heights 
residents want the city to develop a 
sustainability plan—a huge and ex-
pensive task for an understaffed city. 
Just hammering out what aspects 
of sustainability to tackle will take 
research, analysis and agreement. 
Success will depend on passage of 
legislation, followed by implementa-
tion and enforcement. It could take 
years to realize positive impacts. 
How can we hasten mitigation of 
emissions-caused climate change?
 Cleveland Heights doesn’t have 
much industry requiring air-quality 
control. We don’t have major high-
ways, interstates, rail, or air traffic 
as emissions sources. We mostly 
have small, non-manufacturing 
businesses and residential proper-
ties—with a lot trees, leaves and 
lawns, and thousands of privately 
owned gas-powered vehicles and 
equipment.
 We don’t need city legislation to 
voluntarily, and immediately, make 
a difference. Activity on private 
property is, collectively, the biggest 
source of carbon emissions across 
the city.
 Gas-powered lawn equipment 
is gradually being banned in many 
cities and even entire states (Cali-
fornia). Reducing or eliminating this 
one, widespread, and devastatingly 
dirty type of fuel use could immedi-
ately reduce carbon emissions; toxic 
volatile fumes; and the amount of 
lead, mold spores, and fine particu-
lates suspended in our shared air. 
That’s the air infants and toddlers, 
joggers and cyclists, mail carriers, 
and the landscapers themselves, 
have no choice but to breathe into 
their lungs.
 It’s not just affecting humans. 
We are losing plant and insect di-
versity necessary to keep the biology 
of our planet functioning. In urban 
areas, like Cleveland Heights, yard 
crews blast away at leaf litter and 
regularly scalp lawns down to an 

inch or two, decimating insects and 
microorganisms that nest and feed 
in leaf litter or near the soil surface. 
These organisms process nutrients 
and feed and aerate our soil; without 
them, the soil would be lifeless and 
unable to support the plants that 
also depend on insects for pollina-
tion.
 This year, reconsider how to 
manage your yard and lawn:
•  Switch to electric lawn mowers or 

blowers. They are quiet, efficient, 
non-polluting and affordable.

•  Mow less frequently and let your 
lawn grow longer; experiment with 
no-mow plantings. Longer grass 
helps shade out weeds and better 
maintains soil moisture.

•  Expand existing planting beds to 
reduce lawn; add trees, shrubs, 
grasses and perennials.

•  Use leaf blowers sparingly and at 
gentler air speeds, preferably only 
to clear paved areas. Don’t blow 
clouds of debris into the air or into 
the street to clog storm drains.

•  If you use a landscaping service, 
remember that you are the cli-
ent—choose a contractor who un-
derstands and supports sustainable 
landscaping practices.

•  Generating less dust, debris, fumes 
and noise will allow you and your 
neighbors to enjoy open windows 
and fresh air—which means less 
air-conditioning emissions and 
expense.

 We don’t need to wait for leg-
islation. We can choose to make 
immediate reductions in air pollut-
ants, carbon emissions and noise, to 
return our neighborhoods to a quiet-
er, cleaner and healthier normal.

Alice Jeresko is a greenspace advocate 
who holds a master’s in environmental 
studies from Cleveland State Univer-
sity’s Levin College of Urban Affairs. She 
and her spouse, Tom Hudak, have main-
tained a home in Cleveland Heights 
since 1998. She returned to Cleveland 
Heights in 2019 after a few years in 
Portland, Ore., and retired from the 
U.S. Forest Service Pacific Northwest 
Research Station.

in new revenue, and the projected 
$45 million in new taxes would go to 
cover UNSPECIFIED costs of the 
development—a project that has hard 
and soft costs of around $52 million. 
 When I ask if my math and 
synopsis is correct, that this project 
will generate NO NEW REVENUE 
for the schools, our mayor and our 
council president cannot (or will not) 
answer with a simple yes or no. In-
stead, they are punting to the school 
board to either reject the project 
outright (and be the bad guys) or do 
the negotiating that City Hall either 
lacks the spine or the mind to do.
 I fail to see how projects like 
this—where the developer receives 
public assets for pennies on the dol-
lar, and which do nothing to reduce 
the tax burden for RESIDENTIAL 
property owners—squares with the 
alleged “progressive” ideals of CH 
City Council. Furthermore, if the 

school board signs off on 100-percent 
abatement for 30 years, how can the 
board ever go back on the ballot with 
a school levy? It makes no sense to ask 
those who live here to pay more in 
taxes, while at the same time letting 
those who profit from our commu-
nity contribute NOTHING.  
 As [far as] I know, the aforemen-
tioned officials have my e-mail and 
phone number; they should feel free 
to use them and let me know if my 
math is correct. If council (and the 
mayor) would like a tutorial on school 
funding (and basic math), I would be 
more than happy to provide one. 
 The problem with the plans for 
CLM and the color green is, it isn’t 
about the grass; it’s about the cash.

Eric J. Silverman was a member of the 
CH-UH school board from 1994 to 2001, 
and again from 2014 to 2017. He was a 
member of the Heights Libraries board 
from 2003 to 2009.

new councl continued from page 3

•  Accept that all submissions are 
subject to editing.

 In past election seasons, we 
haven’t always had space to publish 
every submission about controver-
sial issues. I’ve previously used this 
column (see November 2021) to 
outline criteria for selecting which 
contributions will run.
 This month, we’re able to run 
everything that came in on the 
topic except for a letter that arrived 
so long past the article deadline that 
all space in the issue had already 
been allocated.
 We’re also conscious of balance 
in working with potential advertis-
ers. There are three paid ads in this 
edition about Issue 9: one in favor 
and two against.  
 Initially, for the April issue, we 
didn’t communicate proactively 
with any potential advertisers 
about Issue 9. But when two 

opening the observer continued from page 2

groups opposing the ballot issue 
submitted ads on their own, we 
contacted the other side to make 
sure it had every opportunity to 
advertise as well. We didn’t tell 
them what the opposition was 
planning; we never do that—as 
anybody who has run political ads 
in the Observer can confirm.
 All three political advertisers 
in this issue paid the published 
nonprofit rate for their respective 
ads. No space was donated, and no 
other consideration was offered. 
 So, what you see in this edition 
about Issue 9 reflects the most 
even-handed treatment we were 
able to provide.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob Rosen-
baum is co-chair of the Heights Observer 
Advisory Committee, and is responsible 
for its advertising sales and market 
development.
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Russell reports on noble/Taylor ARpA meetings
Davida Russell

Residents of the Noble/Taylor com-
munities came out in force to attend 
meetings in my “You Talk, I Listen” 
series, to address concerns in their 
respective neighborhoods and nar-
row down their “wishlists” for the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
Funds earmarked for them, in a con-
tinuation of two fall meetings.
 The first meeting focused on the 
use of ARPA Funds earmarked for the 
area. Representatives from U.S. Sen. 
Sherrod Brown’s office, the Center 
for Community Solutions, and Pol-
icy Matters Ohio participated. The 
second focused on gaining the per-
spective of Noble/Taylor residents, 
and learning what they want to see 
accomplished. Residents discovered 
that each neighborhood has differ-
ent visions, but also commonalities 
around serious issues affecting both.
 At the March 13 meeting, Noble 
and Taylor residents focused on nar-
rowing down broad “wishlists” for 
ARPA funds, to ensure compliance 
with ARPA requirements.
 On the table is $5 million: $2 mil-

lion for Noble, $2 million for Taylor 
and $1 million for all of the businesses 
in Cleveland Heights adversely im-
pacted by the pandemic.
 To help guide residents through 
their ARPA funds wishlist, Cuyahoga 
County Executive Armond Budish 
sent a representative from his office 
who was knowledgeable in ARPA 
funding guidelines. Also in atten-
dance was Keesha Allen, director 
of Cleveland Heights’ Home Repair 
Resource Center. She provided in-
formation to the residents to ensure 
[duplication of] resources would not 
occur.
 A lively discussion ensued. Busi-
ness owners in attendance engaged 
in the development of a solid, doable 
wishlist. They wanted to be heard 
regarding the hardships they expe-
rienced due to the pandemic, and 
learned there would be an application 
process and eligibility criteria for 
ARPA funds. 
 To our surprise, every item busi-
ness owners discussed was eligible for 
ARPA funding. This gave them hope 
that help was on the way.
 As I moved through this process 

with Noble/Taylor residents, I began 
to understand why they had insisted 
on closing the meeting to non-resi-
dents. They wanted an exclusive voice 
as to the use of ARPA monies in their 
neighborhoods, and were adamant 
about not letting outside pressures 
dictate what needed to be done.
 I witnessed the comfort level 
residents had in expressing them-
selves to others who lived in the 
same neighborhoods, and their total 
engagement in the task. The few 
disagreements were resolved, and 
consensus reached. The meeting was 
extremely productive and successful.
 Residents told me this was the 
first time they had a meeting among 
just themselves, to talk about their 
issues. They were thrilled! They felt 
that non-Noble/Taylor residents 
dominated discussions of their issues, 
which ended up with their concerns 
being ignored, or unwanted solutions 
imposed on them. 
 At the March 7 city council meet-
ing, I was attacked for conducting a 
closed meeting. Ironically, this person 
had never attended previous open 
“You Talk, I Listen” meetings, nor 

was [any objection raised] when the 
meeting was publicly announced in 
January.
 I am so happy I was able to bring 
Noble/Taylor residents together, 
to provide a platform where they 
could address their issues with a 
strong voice. As an elected public 
servant representing the residents 
of Cleveland Heights, I will always 
be aggressive in listening to constitu-
ents’ concerns and representing their 
wishes. I will always be aggressive in 
giving them a voice. I believe that’s 
my job! 
 A full report will be presented 
to the city’s Finance Committee by 
Noble/Taylor residents. This will in-
clude the full wishlists of what they 
are looking for over the next four 
years, and narrowed-down wishlists 
of what they want immediately from 
ARPA funds. They have asked me 
to request an itemized price list for 
items they are prioritizing so that, 
if extra funds exist, they can further 
help their communities.

Davida Russell is a Cleveland Heights 
council member.

CH council should prioritize city services
Alan Rapoport

The most important question in 
Cleveland Heights is, will city coun-
cil give proper priority to delivering 
quality city services that protect 
health, safety and welfare?
 [In his January 2022 Heights Ob-
server opinion, in which he summed 
up the “top issues” candidates who 
ran for CH City Council in 2021 
heard about from residents,] Council 
Member Tony Cuda noted that high 
taxes are a common complaint, but 
many residents said they would not 
mind paying them if city services 
were better. What he and his col-
leagues should ask is, to what “city 
services” were residents referring?  
And how can these services be per-
formed better?
 Candidates during the recent 
election campaign were more con-
cerned about “equity and inclusion.” 
I do not doubt their sincerity, but I 
question their priorities. Municipal 
services affect everyone. Our city 
provides policing, fire suppression, 
ambulance service, and refuse dis-
posal. It also pays for recreation pro-
grams, snow and leaf removal, repairs 
of public buildings, and purchases of 
equipment. Maintaining high quality 
municipal services is important, but 
candidates spent too little time on 
that subject. Perhaps they were tak-
ing city services for granted.
 Cleveland Heights government 
often has spent too much time on 
issues unrelated to city services. 
One such issue was the “nuclear free 
zone” movement. Signs to declare 
that zone, decades after the end 
of the Cold War, have made our 
city the laughingstock of Cuyahoga 
County. Establishment of a legally 
non-binding “domestic partner reg-
istry” was a similar exercise in pure 

virtue signaling. Supporters of the 
irrelevant occasionally get their way. 
Unfortunately, in Cleveland Heights 
that means an annual ceremony called 
“Democracy Day,” which requires a 
publicly funded hearing to discuss the 
role of money in national politics.
 Time spent at public expense 
on such matters has not been time 
productively spent.
 Mr. Cuda properly suggests that at-
tention should be paid to what success-
ful candidates said they wanted done 
if elected. He noted candidates raised 
some important municipal issues, such 
as the need to maintain aging housing 
stock and build new housing.
 But one of the first actions of 
the new council was passage of an 
ordinance to adopt a “climate action 
plan.” That plan will sound good to 
some who want to save the planet, 
but it will not improve life on the local 
level. Such planning will consume time 
that could be spent on other projects.
 Some will argue that city coun-
cil can do it all, and stand for social 
justice while still providing for high 
quality city services. But council 
members only work part time. They 
must use their limited time wisely. 
They should concentrate on truly 
relevant matters. They should focus 
on maintaining and improving the 
quality of city services. They should 
not engage instead in ineffective 
ideological posturing, no matter how 
virtuous that makes them feel. 
 Taxpayers expect elected repre-
sentatives to act in the true best in-
terests of our community because of 
high taxes. They want their money’s 
worth. That is the real message [can-
didates heard from residents].

Alan Rapoport, a longtime CH resident, 
served on CH City Council (1980–87) and 
as mayor (1982–87).

Student safety is district’s first priority
Malia Lewis

Nothing is more important than the 
safety and well-being of our children 
in CH-UH schools. Sexual harassment 
in schools has been a topic of much 
concern and conversation recently, both 
here in the Heights and across the na-
tion. As a mother and as president of our 
CH-UH Board of Education (BOE), I 
take this matter extremely seriously. I 
know that our community members, 
staff, and board members do, too. 
 I want to share a few of the steps 
we are taking in order to create the saf-
est school environment possible for our 
students:
•  Education is a key to preventing sexual 

misconduct. The district is currently 
investigating a comprehensive, age-
appropriate sex-education curriculum. 

•  We are exploring changes to our dress 
code to make it forward-thinking and ap-
propriate for 2022, utilizing best-practice 
examples from school districts that have 
successfully instituted such changes. 

•  Superintendent Kirby and Heights 
High building leadership have been 
listening carefully to our students’ 
concerns and have taken action along-
side them to create positive change. 
Initiatives over the last several months 
at Heights High include ongoing dia-
logue with student groups, identifying 
a trusted adult for each and every 
student, student informational assem-
blies, healthy-relationship workshops, 
and sharing resources.

 Our student leaders are focused 
on developing solutions and we will 
continue to collaborate with them. [In 
a March letter to Heights High staff, 
students and families] Superintendent 
Kirby documented just some of the 
ongoing efforts designed to support our 
students.
•  We will continue to enhance staff train-

ing on how to respond to sexual harass-

ment allegations and how to effectively 
implement students’ safety plans. We 
will expand this training to even more 
adults working in our building[s], in-
crease the frequency of such training, 
and build upon our current professional 
development curriculum.

•  Education around Title IX and sexual 
harrasment is ongoing. During the sec-
ond semester student assemblies, our 
school social workers and district Title 
IX officers shared presentations about 
Title IX and sexual harrassment, as 
well as information from the Cleveland 
Heights Police Department.

•  In January, Superintendent Kirby 
convened a committee of stakehold-
ers to work on a root-cause analysis 
of the district’s needs in this area. The 
committee is composed of students, 
parents and staff across multiple roles 
in CH-UH. The committee leaders 
will share its findings and district rec-
ommendations at the April 19 BOE 
work session.

 We will continue to communicate 
with our students, teachers, and com-
munity about our ongoing efforts in 
these areas. Sexual misconduct will not 
be tolerated in our schools. We appreci-
ate the courage and strength it takes to 
report these highly sensitive matters, 
and we urge any student who has been 
the victim of sexual harassment or sexual 
assault to promptly report that informa-
tion to the district’s Title IX coordina-
tors or to another trusted member of 
our staff. Our commitment is steadfast 
in responding promptly, effectively and 
equitably to all reports of sexual miscon-
duct, and we are determined to make our 
school the safe, welcoming facility we all 
want and deserve.

Malia Lewis is president of the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Board of Educa-
tion, parent of two Heights High graduates 
(2019), and a small-business owner.
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Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 

There is a great deal wrong with 
the way economic development 
gets done, not just in Northeast 
Ohio but throughout the United 
States. Governments of older cities 
and suburbs have little clout when 
seeking to redevelop blighted dis-
tricts or attract new housing, com-
mercial or industrial projects. Tax 
abatements are de rigueur. Private 
sector developers hold the cards 
and can easily move to the next 
town over if city officials stand in 
the way of maximum profit.
 This system needs fixing, but 
cities like ours do not have the 
luxury of deferring development 
until some unspecified time when 
conditions are perfect, or even 
when incremental reform has oc-
curred. Aging municipalities need-
ing revitalization must work with 
what exists now.
 Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook is 
important—not just for Cleveland 
Heights. 
 New housing and amenities 
in close-in suburbs can attract 
residents who might otherwise 
live near or beyond I-271. Curbing 
sprawl, counteracting the drive to 
pave over remaining forest and 
farmland, is an environmental 
imperative for the entire region.
 As longtime Cedar-Lee neigh-
bors, we saw the city-owned park-
ing garage on Tullamore Road rise 
in 2007 to sweeten the deal for 
prospective developers, only to 
watch the plan for a mixed-use 
development collapse in the reces-
sion of 2008. 
 Although we are not planners 
or designers, we have long envi-
sioned retail and housing on the 
vacant lot at Tullamore and Lee 
roads, making the fractured com-
mercial district whole. 
 Along with new residential 
units on the site of the current 
municipal parking lot, the cur-
rently planned mixed-use building, 
given final approval by the city’s 
Architectural Board of Review in 
March, will add density and the 
urban energy that comes with it. It 
will also complement the existing 
apartment buildings at Meadow-
brook and Lee.
 Not all Cleveland Heights 
residents favor building on the Lee 
Road site. A small but vocal group 
has been agitating for several years 
to turn it into a park. Not satisfied 
with the current plan for a smaller 
park and additional green space, 
they have masterminded Issue 9, 
which will appear on the May 3 
ballot. 
 It asks, “Shall the proposed 
ordinance creating a public activity 

HEIgHTS Of 
DEMOCRACy

park on the 1.07 acres of City owned 
land at the corner of Lee Road, Tul-
lamore Road and Meadowbrook 
Boulevard be adopted?”
 The notion peddled by Issue 
9 proponents (which has morphed 
over the years from a “world-class 
park,” to an “activity park,” and 
lately to a “public square”) is little 
more than a pipe dream. Its sup-
porters have proposed no way for 
our cash-strapped city to fund 
construction or maintenance.
 Even if Issue 9 passes, it is 
unlikely the ordinance can go into 
effect. 
 First, its wording is self-contra-
dictory, stating both that, “a public 
activity park be created,” and that 
“[a]ll construction activities associ-
ated with the Site be suspended . . 
.” Without “construction activities” 
there can be no park unless it mate-
rializes by magic.
 Second, according to the city’s 

On May 3 vote ‘no’ on 9, ‘yes’ on 10
law director, the initiative, if passed, 
could “run afoul of state and federal 
constitutional provisions barring 
laws that result in the ‘retroactive 
impairment of a contract’”—in 
this case, the city’s agreement with 
the developer. If the campaign to 
ratify Issue 9 succeeds, the city will 
undoubtedly face the cost of a legal 
challenge.
 The Friends of Build CLM PAC  
is the campaign to defeat Issue 9. To 
contribute and request a lawn sign, 
go to www.buildclm.com.
 Unlike Issue 9, Issue 10 is not 

controversial. It will change the 
city’s charter to permit city coun-
cil to hire and direct its own clerk. 
We have written in support of 
this revision, and are glad council 
voted to put it before the voters.
 On May 3, please join us in 
voting a resounding “no” on Issue 
9, and a hearty “yes” for Issue 10!

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla 
Rautenberg are writers, editors 
and longtime residents of Cleveland 
Heights. Contact them at heightsde-
mocracy@gmail.com.
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Are your older windows drafty, painted shut, 
or otherwise inoperable? 

Don’t replace them - restore them!
Restoring wood or steel windows is the sustainable choice to achieve 
energy efficiency while maintaining architectural character.
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• Full Restoration
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Visit our website
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service online

Susie Kaeser 

During this winter’s last throes, 
our community lost two wonderful 
elders—Betty Nelson on Feb. 22, 
at age 92, and Judith Van Kleef on 
March 10, at 95. Both exemplified 
the engaged community member. 
They were role models for me.
 Their activism began 50 years 
ago, when they were among the 
residents who changed Cleveland 
Heights, a suburb developed as a 
white enclave, into a racially di-
verse community. They both had 
the persistence needed to work for 
a more equitable world, and they 
simply never quit.
 Nelson grew up in Concord, 
Tenn., and arrived in Cleveland in 
1946, where she started her career 
with the IRS. She moved to Wash-
ington Boulevard in Cleveland 
Heights in 1971, looking for better 
housing and schools, when her 
daughter was in third grade. She 
joined the Committee to Improve 
Community Relations (CICR), a 
Black parent organization that fo-
cused on ensuring that the benefits 
of suburban life were enjoyed by 
African American residents. The 
organization started a scholarship 
fund to help Heights High gradu-
ates translate their education into 
access to college, and she ran the 
program until its last scholarship 
was awarded in 2007.
 According to Doris Allen, a 
friend and CICR member, Nelson 
was a no-nonsense person who 
kept the organization and its mem-
bers on task. 
 In 1974, after Heights High 
students working with CICR 
won a decree from the U.S. De-
partment of Justice, the school 
district instituted one of the first 
holidays honoring Martin Luther 
King Jr. Nelson was proud of that, 
and adamant that Black history is 
American history.
 Nelson was also an active 
volunteer with the Heights Com-
munity Congress and Reaching 
Heights. [She was] a regal woman, 

Gratitude for our elders
whether in her blue jeans at home 
or elegantly dressed for a Reaching 
Heights benefit at Severance Hall.
 I feel fortunate that she shared 
insights with me about how to 
navigate racism and not give up 
hope. Her philosophy: “If you don’t 
forgive, you suffer. Never walk with 
your head down.” She never did.
 Van Kleef and her husband, How-
ard, arrived in Cleveland from New 
York in 1949. He was a steelworker 
and union leader, and she was a chem-
ist who worked in a hospital lab. In 
1964 the couple was ready to buy a 
house. They wanted the benefits of 
the public schools, arts opportunities, 
and the religious diversity of Cleve-
land Heights for their two daughters, 
and moved to East Overlook Road. 
 They were not deterred by a 
furnace explosion, or by real estate 
solicitors who used fear tactics to 
encourage them to move. Instead, 
they formed a street club, worked 
to solve local problems, and stayed 
for 50 years.
 Petite and unassuming, Van 
Kleef was a force. She organized 
other people and often recruited 
me to one of her letter-writing 
campaigns, or asked for my help in 
promoting a school levy. She walked 
door to door during elections.
 Women Speak Out for Peace 
and Justice was just one of the or-
ganizations that benefited from her 
fierce commitment to a just and 
humane world. 
 When the couple moved to a 
condo on Mayfield Road in 2014, she 
organized potlucks and advocated 
for a recycling program. She wanted 
people to be informed and engaged; 
those qualities defined her very being. 
 It was always fun to spot the 
couple at community meetings, 
school events, or as ushers at Cain 
Park or Severance Hall. They were 
everywhere.
 Betty Nelson and Judith Van 
Kleef had strong beliefs and were 
confident in themselves. They acted 
on their values and inspired others 
to join them. I am grateful that they 
spent their lives in our community.   

Susie Kaeser has been a proud Cleveland 
Heights resident since 1979. She is the for-
mer director of Reaching Heights, and is ac-
tive with the Heights Coalition for Public 
Education and the League of Women Voters. 

THE COMMOn 
gOOD

Celebrate Spring!
We’re here to help with all your spring celebrations. Enjoy 
our locally-sourced foods and treats all baked from scratch. 
 

 

Cleveland Hts: 2482 Fairmount Blvd • 216.231.8585         
Moreland Hills: 34105 Chagrin Blvd • 216.672.3600 lunabakerycafe.com
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Vote NO on Issue 9 
May 3rd, 2022

 

Sincerely,
Destiny Burns, Owner, CLE Urban Winery • Jon Forman, Owner, Cedar-Lee Theater
Michael Herschman, Owner, MOJO World Eats • Jim Grenwis, Owner, The Social Room
Bob Sferra, Owner, Sophie La Gourmande • Chris Armington, Owner, The Tavern Company
Jeff Bradish, Owner, PAWS CLE • Adam Fleischer, Owner, The Wine Spot
Doug Katz, Owner, Zhug / Chimi / Amba • The Sweet Family, Owners, Boss Dog Brewing
Don Trivisonno & Cathy Zalocki, Owners, Voodoo Brewing Cleveland 
John Zagara, Owner, Zagara’s Marketplace

 

The Merchants of the Cedar-Lee Business District urge you toThe Merchants of the Cedar-Lee Business District urge you to

VOTE NO
ON THE

STATUS QUO

Your Cedar-Lee merchants urge you to come out to the polls 
on May 3rd and VOTE NO on the Issue 9 unfunded park mandate. 
We strongly support the Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook development – 

this project is vital to our economic recovery and will help
our business district grow and thrive.

Your NO vote on Issue 9 will ensure this critical project proceeds 
without delay, bringing new residents, tax revenues, 

housing options and economic vitality to our community! 
Thank you for your support! 

Paid for by donations from Cleveland Heights merchants.
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You’ll miss ‘em
when they’re gone
We’re great at removing trees—and even 
better at keeping them healthy & beautiful 

since 2001

Pruning 
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems
Disease Identification

Immunization 
Stump Grinding 
Tree Removal 
Yard Expansion & more ...

440-463-7379
RipleyTreeService.com

24/7 Emergency Services | Free Estimates | Full Residential Services

ISA Certified
Arborist

#OH-6536A

Cedar Lee development receives final design approval
Jessica Schantz and Alena Bower

On Dec. 6, 2021, Cleveland Heights 
City Council unanimously approved a 
development agreement with Flaherty 
& Collins (F&C) to build a mixed-use 
development in the Cedar Lee Busi-
ness District. The agreement was 
signed by the city and the developer 
on Dec. 9. F&C is working with City 
Architecture to design the project. On 
March 2, the team’s proposal received 
final design approval from the city’s 
Architectural Board of Review (ABR).
 The development comprises two 
city-owned parcels (approximately 5 
acres total): the Meadowbrook site, 
a 1.07-acre plot of land between Lee 
Road, Meadowbrook Boulevard, 
and Tullamore Road; and the larger 
Cedar-Lee site, which encompasses 
the existing parking lot and parking 
garage between Tullamore and Cedar 
roads, behind the Lee Road busi-
nesses on that block.
 Information on the city’s website, 
at www.clevelandheights.com/clm, con-
tains the signed development agree-
ment, as well as other documents 
about, and renderings of, the current 
project; a summary and timeline of 
the city’s efforts to develop the site; 
and an overview of public meetings 
held.
 A March 1 presentation by city 
Planning Department staff included 
a brief “history of the redevelopment 
area,” which traced the Meadow-
brook site back to the 1930s through 
1950s, when the “Meadowbrook site 

housed two gas stations.” The site 
was rezoned in 2004 to accommodate 
mixed-use development. In 2006, an 
EPA grant-funded brownfield reme-
diation was completed at the Mead-
owbrook parcel. The city constructed 
the parking garage the following year. 
The city’s 2017 Master Plan formally 
designated the site’s future land use 
as “Mixed Use: Commercial + Retail.”
 According to the design F&C 
presented to the ABR on March 1, on 
the larger Cedar-Lee site, plans spec-
ify four-story buildings, comprising 
139 “market-rate” residential units; 
1,200 square feet of retail space, and 
74,230 square feet of “open space.” 
On the Meadowbrook site, plans call 
for three- and four- , and “sometimes” 
two-story buildings, comprising 67 
residential units, 7,000 square feet 
of retail space, and 24,737 square feet 
of “open space.” The development 
agreement describes the apartments 
as “first-class in all respects.” 
 Alex Pesta, principal and partner 
of City Architecture, said there will 
be 2.3 acres of “outdoor space” in 
total, across both parcels. Of that, 

1.31 acres is designated as accessible 
to the public, while 0.53 acres is re-
served for two residential courtyard 
spaces, and 0.06 acres is for a dog run 
for residents. The balance of open 
space is sidewalks, walkways and “side 
yard[s],” according to Pesta.
 Language in the development 
agreement states: “Programming of 
the public spaces and/or their use 
for activity, public information, sig-
nage, etc. shall require notification 
to and approval from the Developer 
(not to be unreasonably withheld, 
conditioned or delayed) and may be 
facilitated through the City.”
 It’s the public space that is at 
the crux of Ballot Issue 9, an initia-
tive undertaken by residents who 
would like to see the entire 1.07-
acre Meadowbrook site designated 
a “public activity park,” according 
to the ballot language. Issue 9 will 
be on the May 3 Cleveland Heights 
primary ballot, prompting some 

residents who favor development of 
the full Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook 
site to organize in opposition to the 
Issue 9. For information on the two 
opposing sides of the ballot issue, visit  
www.buildclm.com (anti-Issue 9) and 
https://clevelandheightspublicsquare.com 
(pro-Issue 9).
 According to the city, “the next 
steps for the project involve complet-
ing building plans and reviewing the 
project’s financials, including the ap-
proval of public financial incentives 
by the City of Cleveland Heights and 
the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights School District.”

Jessica Schantz is the Heights Ob-
server’s e-news editor. Alena Bower, 
who contributed to this article, is a 
member of FutureHeights’ Planning 
and Development Committee. Darren 
Cross, another member of the com-
mittee, contributed to an earlier draft 
version of this article.

A site plan for the Meadowbrook portion of the 
CLM development project.
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A site plan of the entire development site.
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CH residents reach finals in civic pitch competition
Jing Lauengco

The 8th annual Accelerate: Citizens 
make Change civic-pitch competi-
tion took center stage on Feb. 24, 
with exciting live pitching, live vot-
ing, and an in-person crowd of 300 
attendees.
 Sponsored by Cleveland Lead-
ership Center and Citizens Bank, 
Accelerate gives Greater Cleveland 
entrepreneurs the chance to win 
seed money to enable them to launch 
their ideas to make the region a bet-
ter place. A panel of judges and com-
munity leaders selected six finalists, 
with the live audience voting for the 
grand prize winner. Two Cleveland 
Height residents were among the 
finalists.
 Michael Bustamante is Case 
Western Reserve University’s di-
rector of diversity and strategic 
initiatives. A first-generation college 
graduate of Mexican heritage who 
hails from Laredo, Texas, Busta-
mante lives in Cleveland Heights. 
He was a finalist in the Authentic 
Cleveland Experiences and Techno-
vation categories.
 During a trip to China, Busta-
mante experienced the power of self-
reflective cross-cultural connection. 
At Accelerate, Bustamante pitched 
his project, Connecting Cleveland.
 “Connecting Cleveland is about 
you and your experiences,” he said. 
“It would be about the human expe-
rience—an actual museum and inter-
active experience to learn about DEI 
(diversity, equity, inclusion) topics, 
identities and perspective-sharing.”
 Bustamante hopes to expand 
the Connecting Cleveland pilot into 
community centers, universities, and 
libraries nationwide.
 Hathaway Brown School juniors 
Lauren Voinovich, of Cleveland 
Heights, and Marianna Steele, of 
Shaker Heights, teamed up to pitch 
their project, Second Chance, in the 
Quality of Life and Technovation cat-
egories, and were also names finalists.
 Second Chance is a recycling 
tracker with an attachment that 
goes on a consumer’s recycling bin. 
Using UPC and QR product codes, 
Second Chance creates a sophisti-
cated database and integrated app. 
The goal? To empower and educate 
consumers on personal/municipality 
sustainability and recycling policy, 

Authentic Cleveland Experiences finalist and sponsors, from left: Alex Harnocz, Destination Cleveland; 
Michael Bustamante; Jon pinney, KJK. 

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

c
lc

Quality of Life finalists and sponsors, from left: Marcus glanton, growth Opps; Lauren voinovich, 
Marianna Steele; and Kip Bollin, Thompson Hine LLp. 
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lowering the overall carbon footprint 
for a cleaner, greener planet for all.
 Through a Hathaway Brown 
business and finance fellowship, Voi-
novich and Steele originally competed 
in the thinkBIG! Business Challenge 
sponsored by The Veale Foundation, 
taking second place in the high school 
entrepreneurial competition. A men-
tor recommended the young innova-
tors apply for Accelerate.
 “It was originally not a QR 
code,” explained Voinovich, “but a 
tangible light-up sensor. The idea 
evolved, and the pitch and class al-
lowed us to brainstorm and refine 
our idea. Our goal is to create a 
tangible product.” 
 Voinovich’s advice for other ris-
ing entrepreneurs?
 “No matter how far along, or 
how possible it is, definitely try and 

apply for Accelerate,” she said. “Prac-
tice and pitch, even if you don’t win. 
Even if you don’t draw the attention 
of the greater crowd. You can find 
out what your niche is, or what you’re 
passionate about. It’s not just about 
grant money. The marketing and 
networking, connecting with legal, 
software, and technology, has been 
so helpful.”

Jing Lauengco, brand strategist and chief 
optimist of JING INC. and Podcast host 
of NEXT THING WITH JING, was 
Accelerate’s Technovation 2021 winner 
and Social Change finalist for OTHER 
BROWN GIRL, a brand platform cel-
ebrating modern diversity, design, and 
digital storytelling for the next genera-
tion of multicultural leaders and creative 
entrepreneurs. She lives in Cleveland 
Heights with her husband and their son.

GardenWalk CH 
seeks gardens for 
annual July tour
Jan Kious 

Cleveland Heights gardeners are in-
vited to participate in GardenWalk 
Cleveland Heights 2022, the weekend 
of July 16 and 17. GardenWalk CH 
is a free, self-guided tour of flower 
and vegetable gardens in private and 
public spaces in the city of Cleveland 
Heights.
 Its organizers know that many 
gardeners reading this invitation 
will think, “My garden is not good 
enough.” They are not looking for per-
fect gardens. (Whatever that means!)
 The event is intended to show-
case the variety of gardens in Cleve-
land Heights—large, beautifully 
manicured gardens, as well as small 
patio gardens, water features, tree 
houses, orchards, edible gardens, and 
gardens for children.
 In 2021, GardenWalk CH show-
cased 60 properties throughout the 
city. Visitors came from every county 
in Northeast Ohio, and beyond. The 
event introduces some visitors to 
Cleveland Heights, and enables them 
to meet one another and share tips 
about gardening.
 If you’d like more information, or 
to feature your garden in this year’s 
GardenWalk Cleveland Heights, 
send an e-mail to gardenwalkcleve-
landheights@gmail.com.

Jan Kious is the organizer of 2022 Garden 
Walk Cleveland Heights.

• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

 www.ustonroof.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA
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It’s Your Home.

FEBRUARy 22, 2022

Present were mayor Kahlil Seren, and 
council members melody Joy Hart (presi-
dent), Craig Cobb (vice president), Tony 
Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony mattox Jr., 
Josie moore, and Davida Russell. Staff 
members attending included Susanna 
niermann O’neill, city manager; Amy 
Himmelein, clerk of council; and William 
Hanna, law director. 

Public comments
Fran mentch, spokesperson for the Lee 
Road-Tullamore Road-meadowbrook Bou-
levard public square initiative petitioners, 
urged residents to approve the ordinance 
on the may 3 ballot [Issue 9] that would 
create public space as part of the Lee-
meadowbrook development.
 Catalina Wagers, co-founder of 
the Cleveland Heights Green Team, and 
another resident, expressed approval of 
the environmental sustainability committee 
initiated by Josie moore. 
 Lee Barbee, who had been applicant 
for the open city council seat [to which 
council appointed Gail Larson], objected 
to the process being used to fill the seat 
and [said he] has filed a request with the 
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission to investigate. He added that he’d 
been told that Tony Cuda had revealed 
council’s intention not to appoint an Afri-
can American. Cuda called the allegation 
completely false.

Gail Larson swearing in
The law director swore in Gail Larson as 
a member of council.

Charter amendment
Council agreed to place an amendment 
to the city charter [Issue 10] on the may 
3 ballot. If approved by voters, it would 
permit council to hire a clerk of council 
and other employees or consultants. In 
a 5-2 vote (with mattox and Hart op-
posed), council removed from the pro-
posed amendment the phrase identifying 
the council president or designee as the 
clerk’s supervisor.

Park initiative
Council approved an ordinance to place 
a proposal on the may 3 ballot creating a 
public activity park on Lee Road between 
Tullamore Road and meadowbrook Bou-
levard. Hart noted that, as this is a certified 
citizen initiative, council is obligated to 
place it on the ballot.

Committee of the Whole
As part of the discussion concerning the 
proposed Environment Sustainability Com-
mittee, moore outlined the reasons for a 
city climate action plan and a citizens’ 
committee. mayor Seren questioned 
whether a 25-member committee would 
be an effective method of addressing 
climate change and engaging citizens in 
the effort. Other council members voiced 
concerns regarding the burden on staff for 
supporting a large committee with several 
subcommittees. 

LWV Observer: Jill Tatem.

mARCH 7, 2022

The mayor and all council members were 
present, as were the city manager, clerk 
of council, and law director.

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

Public comments
marlene Goldheimer spoke on behalf of 
advocates of the medicare for All Act of 
2021 to support city council’s passage of 
a resolution supporting the act. `
 Fran mentch, spokesperson for the 
public park initiative, asked for volunteers 
and donations on behalf of Ballot Issue 
9; information can be found at cleveland-
heightspublicsquare.com. 

Staff reports
mayor Seren introduced the city’s new 
communications director, mike Thomas. 
He succeeds mary Trupo, who has 
retired. 

City administrator
A resolution confirming the appointment 
of Joseph E. Sinnott as city administrator 
was presented on first reading. 

Made Cleveland LLC
Council passed an agreement to lease the 
city-owned space at 1807 Coventry Road 
to made Cleveland LLC, a locally owned 
market featuring items produced locally. 
Both the Coventry Special Improvement 
District and the city support adding this 
business to the street. 

Other council actions
Council approved an ordinance for issu-
ing and selling non-taxable economic de-
velopment bonds. This is a long-term debt 
refinancing, at a lower rate, of the city’s 
portion of the Top of the Hill development. 
The new rate is for 10 years. 
 Council approved an ordinance to 
adjust the 2022 expenditures budget. [It 
also approved] appointments to various 
city boards, task forces and committees, 
some of which still have openings. Among 
these are the Architectural Board of Re-
view, which needs an additional architect, 
and the Racial Justice Task Force, which 
needs two more members.
 Council passed a resolution support-
ing the medicare for All Act, declaring 
universal access to health care as a hu-
man right.

Council member comments
Tony Cuda reported that the Housing 
and Building Committee had its first meet-
ing and will meet again on April 4. The 
committee went over the novak Report 
and discussed vacant and abandoned 
properties. 
 Gail Larson spoke about the war in 
Ukraine and the school vouchers lawsuit. 
Both will be subjects of future council 
resolutions.
 Josie moore announced a program 
for Women’s History month and in-
vited all residents to nominate Cleveland 
Heights “Women of Distinction.” Five will 
receive awards and all nominees will be 
publicized.
 Davida Russell proposed a resolu-
tion supporting the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Board of Education in 
the Vouchers Hurt Ohio lawsuit. 

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

Meeting packets, and other information 
can be found at www.clevelandheights.
com/1142/2021-Agendas-and-Minutes.
 Videos of council meetings can be 
viewed at www.youtube.com/user/Cleve-
landHeightsOH.

2747 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106

stpauls-church.org

We are a dynamic, diverse, 
and open community of 
people who seek to know 
God, serve others, and 
love one another together.

Sunday Worship
7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
Spoken service (no music)

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist (ASL) 
Family-friendly service

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
(livestreamed)

sinnott continued from page 1

 The six council members 
present voted yes, with Council 
President Melody Joy Hart noting 
Sinnott’s “excellent background.”
 Council Member Anthony 
Mattox Jr. stated, “I’m looking for-
ward to seeing his partnership with 
the mayor and the city, and I’m 
excited about this opportunity.”

 Cobb commented, “I think we 
could not have picked a better per-
son for the position—or the mayor 
couldn’t have recommended a better 
person for us than Joseph Sinnott.”

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of 
the Heights Observer, and is a Cuyahoga 
County master gardener volunteer.
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Heights Earth Month events 
invite residents to take action

	 For	 a	more	 hands-on	 project,	
on	April	 24	 volunteers	will	 remove	
refuse	 and	 leaf	 clutter	 from	 storm	
drains	 along	 streets	 in	University	
Heights,	and	pick	up	general	refuse	
to	help	increase	awareness	of	protect-
ing	Lake	Erie	and	keeping	our	streets	
clean.	 “The	 environmental	 act	 of	
one	person	can	make	a	difference	in	
our	world,”	said	University	Heights	
resident	Elizabeth	Englehart.	 “Just	
thinking	 about	 our	 individual	 ac-
tions,	 and	 considering	 their	 envi-
ronmental	impact,	has	the	power	to	
heal	this	planet.	CH	Green	Team	and	
Earth	Month	gives	us	the	chance	to	
implement	 these	 pursuits	with	 joy	
and	determination.”
	 On	April	 23,	Heights	Libraries	
will	host	the	Heights	Sustainability	
Fair	 at	Coventry	PEACE	Park,	 to	
provide	a	space	where	residents	can	
engage	 in	 the	 creative	 process	 of	
designing	 a	 green	 future.	 Isabelle	
Rew,	Heights	Libraries’	community	
engagement	 associate,	 explained,	
“At	Heights	Libraries,	we	 strive	 to	
create	opportunities	for	community	
dialogue,	 especially	 around	 issues	
like	 this	 that	 impact	 all	 of	 us.	We	
hope	 the	 fair	will	 be	 a	 chance	 for	
members	of	our	community	to	come	
together,	 learn	 from	 local	 sustain-
ability	experts,	and	begin	to	create	a	
shared	vision	for	a	greener	Heights.”
	 For	Ben	Sperry	and	Keith	Mills	
of	Fairmount	Presbyterian	Church,	
participation	in	Earth	Month	in	the	
Heights	supports	their	“Earth	Care	
Pledge,”	which	calls	for	accomplish-
ing	 a	 specific	 number	 of	 actions	
toward	caring	for	God’s	earth.	“Our	
faith	urges	us	to	strive	for	eco-justice:	
defending	and	healing	creation	while	
working	 to	 assure	 justice	 for	 all	 of	
creation	and	the	human	beings	who	
live	 in	 it,”	 Sperry	 explained.	The	
church	will	 host	 several	 events,	 in-
cluding	an	open	house	on	April	30,	
and	a	volunteer	clean-up	effort.
	 “What	 we	 love	 about	 Earth	
Month	is	that	it	brings	together	lo-
cal	groups	and	organizations,	whose	
commitment	 to	 a	more	 sustainable	
and	healthier	way	of	life	in	our	com-
munities	is	so	valuable	but,	in	some	
cases,	 not	well	 recognized,”	 noted	
Wagers.	 “It	 brings	 their	work	 into	
the	spotlight	and	offers	residents	the	
opportunity	 to	participate.	This	 is	
how	healthy	communities	are	built.”

Natalie Elwell is director of gender equity 
practice at World Resources Institute in 
Washington, D.C. She lives in Cleveland 
Heights, and is co-founder of the Cleve-
land Heights Green Team.

Natalie Elwell

Throughout	 Earth	Month,	 April	
1–30,	Heights	 organizations	 and	
individuals	will	offer	a	range	of	ac-
tivities	and	events	designed	to	inspire	
awareness,	action,	and	advocacy	for	a	
healthier	and	greener	Heights.
	 “We	 provided	 a	 platform	 for	
our	community	to	take	action,	and	
the	community	responded	in	force,”	
said	Catalina	Wagers,	 co-founder	
of	 the	 Cleveland	Heights	Green	
Team,	which	organized	the	month-
long	 initiative.	 “We	 are	 incredibly	
pleased	with	the	number	and	variety	
of	events,	providing	everyone	in	the	
Heights	with	access	to	transforma-
tional	action	on	behalf	of	our	envi-
ronment,	our	health,	and	the	health	
of	the	community	at	large”.
	 Events	include	a	Bike	Rally	for	
World	Health	Day	hosted	by	Bike	
Cleveland;	 neighborhood,	 green	
space,	and	community	garden	clean-
ups;	 nature	 walks;	 sustainability	
forums;	 the	Heights	 Sustainability	
Fair;	Cleveland	Heights	Earth	Day	
5K	 run;	 a	Heights	 Libraries	 book	
discussion;	 and	 free	 trees	 for	 all	
University	Heights	 and	Cleveland	
Heights	 residents	who	would	 like	
to	have	one	or	more	planted	in	their	
yards.
	 The	complete	list	and	schedule	
of	events,	and	participating	organiza-
tions,	can	be	found	at	www.chgreen-
team.org/earth-month-in-the-heights/
events-calendar.
	 The	 bike	 rally	will	 take	 place	
on	April	7,	at	Boulevard	Elementary	
School,	and	will	include	bike	safety	
lessons,	 bike	 ride	 lessons	 for	 chil-
dren,	a	mobile	bike	repair	shop,	and	
a	community	bike	ride.
	 Those	 interested	 in	 exploring	
the	 intersectionality	 of	 environ-
mental	justice	and	social	justice	are	
invited	 to	 read	A Terrible Thing to 
Waste: Environmental Racism and its 
Assault on the American Mind,	by	Har-
riet	A.	Washington,	and	participate	
in	 a	 discussion	 about	 the	book	on	
April	21	at	the	Lee	Road	Library.

216-533-2936

Leaf Clean-Up 
Gutter Cleaning 
Interior Painting
All Handyman Repairs 
Power Washing
Snow Plowing & Throwing
Driveway Sealing 
Masonry Work

Need affordable Medicare 
that’s in step with your life?

This is an advertisement. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and 
product availability varies by state. 

Choosing the right Medicare coverage can 
be confusing.
I can help you find a plan 
that’s right for YOU  
and YOUR BUDGET.

Call today for personalized service!
(216) 375-5902

Kathy Carvin
Licensed Insurance Agent 

Kathy Carvin 
Licensed Insurance Agent

This is an advertisement. 

Not all agents are licensed 

to sell all products. Service 

and product availability 

varies by state.  

46275-HM-0920

 

Pavers & Remodelers 
Honest & Fair 

Free 

estimates 

WWEE  WWIILLLL  NNOOTT  BBEE  UUNNDDEERRSSOOLLDD  
 

216.397.6349 
class1pavers.com 

ROOFS: House & Garage 
                Flats, Repairs 
Kitchens & Baths 
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Put a stop to weeds and add color to your lawn this spring

When you think green…

think Kent’s Lawncare!

Heights-based ● Competitive prices
Professional Lawncare at an Affordable Price

216-780-0540 / kwise2000@yahoo.com

“My lawn is so thick and
green. You would not believe
it is the same lawn.” 

Ken G., actual customer

COMMUNITY NEWS

Heating | Cooling | Plumbing | Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems

Chris 
Hann

Bill 
Hann

55 Generations 
of Hann Family 
Experience. 

Call for yourCall for your
AC tune-up AC tune-up 

Today!Today!

Now          Now          
Only     Only     8989$$

932-9755 21
6

VEHbrothers.com     

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Hts
Bonded • Insured 
OH LIC #24462 

Allows for 45 minutes of Labor 
per system, Parts additional. 

One discount per visit. 
Coupon must be presented to 

technician at the time of service.
Excludes attic and air 

handler systems. Exp. 6/30/22

Some news from Census 2020

their	combined	1960	total	of	78,454.
	 Among	 the	 cities	 that	 border	
Cleveland	Heights	 or	University	
Heights,	East	Cleveland	has	lost	the	
highest	percentage	of	its	population.	
It	had	only	13,792	inhabitants	in	2020,	
or	34.4	percent	of	the	40,047	it	had	
in	 1950.	Beachwood,	 at	 14,040	 (up	
from	11,953),	is	the	only	neighboring	
city	that	reached	an	all-time	high	in	
2020.	Shaker	Heights,	which	 regis-
tered	a	small	gain	between	the	 last	
two	 censuses,	was	 at	 80.7	 percent	
of	 its	maximum,	and	South	Euclid,	
which	 saw	 a	 slight	drop,	was	 at	 74	
percent.	On	the	other	side	of	town,	
Lakewood,	which	saw	a	population	
decrease	 from	52,131	 to	50,942,	had	
72.2	percent	of	the	70,509	it	had	in	
1930.
	 Cuyahoga	County	in	its	entirety	
has	 also	 lost	 significant	population	
since	its	peak,	which	came	in	1970.	
The	 1,264,817	 residents	 counted	 in	
2020	 equaled	 73.5	 percent	 of	 the	
1,721,300	 counted	 50	 years	 earlier.	
The	 county’s	 percentage	 is	 virtu-
ally	 the	 same	 as	 that	 of	Cleveland	
Heights,	 though	 the	county’s	over-
all	 drop	 took	 place	 over	 50	 years,	
rather	than	60.	Suburban	Cuyahoga	
County,	defined	as	everything	in	the	
county	except	Cleveland,	had	a	slight	
uptick	 in	population	between	2010	
and	2020,	 growing	 from	883,307	 to	
892,193.	This	was	91.7	percent	of	the	
1970	peak	of	970,397.
	 The	table	above	provides	some	
detail.	Additional	census	information	
is	available	from	the	U.S.	Bureau	of	
the	Census	at	data.census.gov.

Vince Reddy is a former FutureHeights 
board member and a 25-year resident 
of Cleveland Heights. He was the city’s 
zoning administrator from 1996 to 2005.

Vince Reddy

If	you	have	been	in	Greater	Cleve-
land	long	enough,	you	probably	have	
heard	that	the	city	of	Cleveland	was	
once	home	to	nearly	a	million	people,	
and	that	its	population	is	now	just	a	
fraction	of	that.	In	fact,	the	popula-
tion	of	Cleveland	at	the	time	of	the	
2020	 census	was	 372,624,	 or	 40.7	
percent	of	its	1950	high	of	914,808.	
While	 this	 loss	 of	 population	may	
seem	extreme,	 it	 is	 comparable	 to	
what	 has	 happened	 in	 the	 other	
older	industrial	cities	that	Cleveland	
is	most	closely	related	to,	including	
Buffalo	 (now	 at	 48	 percent	 of	 its	
highest	 ever	 population),	Detroit	
(at	34.6	percent),	and	Pittsburgh	(at	
44.8	percent).	All	four	of	these	cit-
ies	 reached	 their	 population	peaks	
in	 1950;	 among	 them,	only	Detroit	
has	 never	 experienced	 significant	
population	 loss	 at	 the	 regional	 or	
metropolitan	level,	and	only	Buffalo	
has	recently	begun	to	regain	popula-
tion	within	its	municipal	boundaries.	
	 Like	many	 other	 landlocked	
inner	 suburbs,	Cleveland	Heights	
and	University	Heights	 are	 both	
less	populous	than	they	were	at	their	
peaks	in	1960,	but	their	population	
declines	have	been	less	severe	than	in	
the	central	city.	University	Heights	
registered	 a	 small	 population	 gain	
between	 the	 2010	 and	 2020	 cen-
suses	(13,539	to	13,914),	and	Cleveland	
Heights	saw	a	smaller-than-expected	
drop,	from	46,121	to	45,312.	In	2010,	
University	Heights	had	83.6	percent	
of	 its	 all-time	 high	 of	 16,641,	 and	
Cleveland	Heights	had	73.3	percent	
of	 its	maximum	61,813.	Taken	 to-
gether,	 the	 cities’	 2020	population	
of	59,226,	down	slightly	from	59,660	
in	2010,	was	equal	to	76	percent	of	

Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

Fairmount Presbyterian Church 
2757 Fairmount Blvd.

Cleveland Heights, 44118 
216.321.5800

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 10th
Worship at 8:30am & 11:00am; Community Art Project

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 14th
Worship in the Sanctuary at 7:00pm and Live-streamed

 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 17th 
Easter Sunday Worship at 9:00am & 11:00am in the Sanctuary; 

live-streamed at 11:00am; Easter Egg Hunt at 10:15am

Join Fairmount Presbyterian Church
for Holy Week (April 10th - 17th)

Learn about our congregation,
find the links to our online

worship at 
 

www.fpccle.org

April Demos:  9th Spring Rolls, 16th Cassada Cake/Garden Art, 23rd Ramp Jam, 30th Tamales

Source of all original information: U.S. Bureau of the Census.
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Volunteers restore native 
species to Bradford Path

them	this	spring.	Plants	were	funded	
by	a	FutureHeights	Mini-Grant	and	
donations	 from	 individuals.	Many	
perennials,	 such	 as	mistflower	 and	
mountain	mint,	 were	 donated	 by	
people	 in	 the	 neighborhood	who	
garden	with	native	plants.
	 These	plantings	 are	more	 than	
beautification	projects	for	the	neigh-
borhood.	 Resilient	 native	 plants	
sustain	the	native	insects	and	birds	
that	co-evolved	with	them,	and	the	
humans	whose	survival	depends	on	
them,	urgently,	today.
	 The	 Bradford	Cinder	 Path	 is	
an	extension	of	a	 loosely	organized	
but	significant	undertaking	by	resi-
dents	 planting	 native	 species	 in	
their	tree	lawns	or	front	lawns.	The	
project	originated	on	Bradford	Road	
and	quickly	 spread	 to	neighboring	
streets,	 becoming	 the	Heights	Na-
tive	 Pollinator	 Pathway.	The	 idea	
is	to	provide	corridors	of	plants	for	
pollinators.	There	 is	 no	 formal	or-
ganization,	but	 information	can	be	
found	by	joining	the	Heights	Native	
Pollinator	Pathway	 group	on	Face-
book,	or	at	www.ecologicalheights.com/
heights-native-pollinator-pathway.

Peggy Spaeth loosely manages the proj-
ects mentioned in this article, and also 
co-chairs Friends of Heights Parks and 
Friends of Lower Lake. She is a member 
of the Cleveland Heights Parks and Rec-
reation Advisory Board.

Peggy Spaeth

Friends	of	the	Bradford	Cinder	Path	
(FBCP)	is	a	group	of	neighbors	who	
have	been	working	 to	 improve	 the	
unique	pedestrian	path	 since	May	
2020.	The	much-traveled	path	 ex-
tends	 four	 residential	 blocks,	 from	
South	Taylor	Road	 to	Canterbury	
Road,	where	it	lies	next	to	the	Can-
terbury	community	garden.
	 Workdays	 for	 the	 upcoming	
FBCP	 season	will	 be	Mondays	 at	
10	 a.m.,	 weather	 permitting.	 Six	
Saturday	workdays	are	also	planned,	
beginning	at	10	a.m.,	April	16,	May	
21,	June	18,	Sept.	17,	Oct.	15,	and	Nov.	
19.	Any	 questions	 about	where	 to	
meet	can	be	sent	to	friends.bradford.
cinder.path@gmail.com.
	 In	 2021	 the	 historic	 path	was	
designated	 a	 Cleveland	Heights	
Landmark.
	 When	 the	path	was	 originally	
paved	 by	 the	WPA	 in	 1938,	 there	
were	no	 funds	 for	 landscaping,	 al-
though	it	appears	that	a	few	oak	trees	
were	planted.	The	swaths	of	greenery	
on	either	side	of	the	path	vary	from	
block	 to	 block,	 but	 all	 have	 since	
become	infested	with	opportunistic,	
non-native	shrubs	and	weeds.
	 The	first	improvement	effort	was	
restoration	of	 the	hand-built	 stone	
bollards	 installed	 at	 the	beginning	
and	end	of	each	block.	The	city	of	
Cleveland	Heights	funded	the	work	
of	an	expert	mason,	who	assessed	and	
repaired	 each	one	 according	 to	 its	
structural	needs.	He	determined	that	
the	two	on	the	west	side	of	Queen-
ston	Road	were	likely	original,	with	
the	other	dozen	built	in	the	1960s.
	 Next,	 volunteers	 began	 to	 re-
move	invasive	buckthorn	and	honey-
suckle.	Again,	the	city	stepped	up	to	
chip	the	brush	and	remove	or	prune	
larger	trees	that	were	in	decline,	or	
hanging	over	wires.
	 Deb	Franke	became	captain	of	
the	 Princeton-Canterbury	 block,	
which	has	been	transformed	in	the	
past	two	years.	Neighbors	joined	in	
to	 improve	habitat	 for	native	birds	
and	insects	by	planting	native	shrubs	
such	as	shrubby	St.	John’s	wort,	silky	
dogwood,	 buttonbush,	 and	New	
Jersey	tea.	Understory	trees	such	as	
flowering	dogwood	were	also	plant-
ed,	with	 plans	 for	 redbuds	 to	 join	

MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 14, Details will be available on the
church website.

GOOD FRIDAY
April 15, Details will be available
on the church website.

RESURRECTION SUNDAY
April 17, Sunday worship will start at 11
AM in person and on our YouTube channel.

14

15

17

Forest Hill
Church,

Presbyterian

Holy Week 

Website:
WWW.FHCPRESB.ORG

Visit  our YouTube Channel :
https:/ /www.youtube.com/c/ForestHil lChurchPresbyterian

Tree Service Year Round
Pruning•Removals•Cabling & Bracing 
•Fertilization & Spraying• Air Spading

Proper Pruning of Fruit and  
Ornamental Trees

We sell and properly plant 
trees and shrubs

Fully Insured•Certified Arborist on staff

ISA TCIA NAA•ISA Certified #OH-6736

ARDMORE TREE SERVICE
Serving Tree Care Needs in the Heights 

for over 40 years

Free Estimates & Consultations
ardmoretreeservice@gmail.com•216-486-5551

Bradford Path volunteer efforts will continue this spring through fall, weather permitting.
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Free	books	mailed		
to	your	young	child!	

If	your	child	is		
4	years	old	or	younger	

and	lives	in	Cuyahoga	County	
Please	register	online	at:	

Imagina5onLibrary.com	
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LEI’s Bananagrams fundraiser  
returns April 29 and 30

Green Team and Medwish collect supplies for Ukraine
in	 working	 conditions,	 it	 can	 be	
repurposed	and	reused.”
	 To	make	it	easy	for	residents	to	
drop	off	donations,	the	Green	Team	
has	organized	two	collection	drives	
during	 two	community	 events:	 the	
World	Health	Day	Heights	 Bike	
Crawl	 on	April	 7,	 3:30–5:30	 p.m.,	
at	 Boulevard	 Elementary	 School,	
and	the	Heights	Sustainability	Fair	
on	April	 23,	 1–4	p.m.,	 at	Coventry	
PEACE	Park.
	 “We	have	been	humbled	by	the	
overwhelming	positive	response	from	
our	 community	 to	 past	 recycling	
drives,”	said	Sitarik.	“However,	this	
drive	is	different.	It	is	an	opportunity	
not	only	to	do	something	positive	for	
the	environment,	but	to	potentially	
help	 save	 lives.	We	know	 that	 our	
residents	will	respond	in	force.”
	 For	more	 information	 and	 a	
complete	 list	 of	 needed/accepted	
supplies,	 visit	www.medwish.org or 
www.chgreenteam.org.

Catalina Wagers is resident of the 
Fairfax neighborhood. She is actively 
involved with several local organizations 
supporting causes and programs focused on 
the advacement of NEO through better 
access to education, policy advocacy, 
and environmental protection. She is 
co-founder of Cleveland Heights Green 
Team.

MedWish	 shipped	431,000	pounds	
of	supplies	and	equipment,	impacting	
nearly	2	million	people	at	home	and	
around	the	world.
	 “MedWish	 has	 had	 extensive	
experience	in	providing	international	
humanitarian	aid,	and	we	are	willing	
and	 able	 to	 use	 our	 strengths	 as	
an	 organization	 to	 provide	 aid	 to	
individuals	and	organizations	who	are	
impacted	by	the	crisis	in	Ukraine,”	
said	 Allison	 Busser,	 director	 of	
development	 at	MedWish.	 “Our	
organization	 is	working	with	 long-
standing	Ukrainian	 recipients	 to	
distribute	 medical	 supplies	 and	
equipment	as	well	as	basic	emergency	
supplies	 to	 relief	 organizations	 in	
Ukraine	and	surrounding	countries	
directly	assisting	those	impacted	by	
the	emergency.”
	 For	 its	Ukrainian-relief	supply	
drive,	MedWish	is	accepting	basic-
needs	donations,	such	as	baby	wipes,	
crutches,	walkers,	personal	hygiene	
items,	 sleeping	 bags,	 PPEs,	 and	
first-aid	supplies;	as	well	as	medical	
equipment,	 including	 IV	 poles,	
microscopes,	 nebulizers,	 oxygen	
concentrators,	 scales	 (manual	 and	
electronic),	and	wheelchairs.
	 “We	 all	 have	 stuff	 that	we	 no	
longer	need	taking	space	in	closets,	
attics,	and	basements,”	noted	Sitarik.	
“As	 long	 as	 it	 is	 not	 expired,	 and	

Catalina Wagers

When	 the	 Cleveland	 Heights	
Green	Team	agreed	to	partner	with	
MedWish	 International	 a	 couple	
of	months	ago,	the	war	 in	Ukraine	
seemed	almost	implausible.
	 “We	 had	 been	wanting	 to	 do	
a	 col lection	 drive	 to	 provide	 a	
second	 life	 to	 discarded	medical	
supplies	and	equipment	as	a	means	
to	 repurpose	 rather	 than	waste,”	
said	Alex	Sitarik,	co-founder	of	the	
grassroots	environmental	group.
	 The 	 col lec t ion 	 had 	 been	
scheduled	to	take	place	 in	April	as	
part	of	Earth	Month	in	the	Heights.	

Eli Millette

In	 2013,	 a	 group	 gathered	 at	 the	
home	of	Cynthia	Larsen,	co-director	
of	Lake	Erie	Ink	(LEI),	to	test	a	new	
game:	Giant	 Bananagrams.	 It’s	 a	
game	of	nerves,	wit	and	teamwork	
that	 appeals	 to	word	 lovers	 every-
where.	 Later	 that	 year,	 the	 game	
made	 its	 debut	 as	 a	 fundraiser	 for	
LEI—a	massive	 competitive	 tour-
nament	for	both	adults	and	youths,	
played	 on	 a	 30-by-30-foot	 board.	
Since	then,	the	Giant	Bananagrams	
fundraiser	has	become	an	enduring	
tradition	for	LEI,	drawing	teams	of	
word-game	enthusiasts.
	 The	 fundraising	 tournament	
returns	April	 29	and	30,	 to	 spread	
the	 joy	 of	 wordplay	 and	 support	
writing	programs	for	young	people	
in	our	community.
	 This	 year,	 participants	 are	 in-
vited	to	play	Bananagrams	virtually,	
and	complete	challenges	set	by	LEI’s	
staff.	Participants	can	also	sign	up	to	
rent	Giant	Bananagrams	 tiles	 and	
play	 the	 game	 at	 LEI’s	Coventry	
PEACE	Campus	 space—referee	
included.
	 LEI	 has	 a lso	 expanded	 the	
many	ways	people	can	get	involved,	
including	setting	up	a	peer-to-peer	
fundraising	page	in	support	of	the	
nonprofit,	or	a	story	hour	hosted	by	
Dana	Norris,	founder	of	Story	Club	
Cleveland.

	 “The	 drive	 was	 intended	 to	
emphasize	 recycl ing,	 reusing,	
repurposing	 a lternatives	 as	 a	
mechanism	 to	 divert	 waste	 from	
the	 landfill.	 But	 sadly,	 that	 war	
has	 occurred,	 and	 instead	we	will	
be	 collecting	 supplies	 to	distribute	
to	 relief	 organizations,”	 Sitarik	
explained.	 “It	 feels	 surreal,	 but	we	
are	glad	we	can	do	our	part	to	help”.
	 MedWi sh 	 I n t e r n a t i on a l	
is	 a	 Cleveland-based	 nonprof it	
organization	that	works	to	save	lives	
and	the	environment	by	repurposing	
discarded	 medical	 supplies	 and	
equipment	to	provide	humanitarian	
aid	 to	 people	 in	 need.	 In	 2021,	

	 From	 poetry-printing	 work-
shops	to	published	anthologies,	LEI	
creates	meaningful	 opportunities	
for	 youth	 to	 find	 the	 right	words	
to	 express	 themselves.	The	Giant	
Bananagrams	 fundraiser	 helps	 to	
further	 that	mission.	Visit	https://
givebutter.com/gb2022	 for	more	 in-
formation,	to	set	up	your	own	LEI	
fundraising	page,	or	sign	up	for	one	
of	the	limited	Giant	Bananagrams	
slots.

Eli Millette works as the communica-
tions and outreach director at Lake Erie 
Ink. He lives in Cleveland Heights.

Amy Rosenbluth, Lake Erie Ink co-founder, wear-
ing a Bananagrams fundraiser T-shirt.

COMMUNITY NEWS

D O W N L O A D  O U R  F R E E 

BEAUTIFUL YARD
S E A S O N A L  C H E C K L I S T
Download at www.lawnlad.com

YOUR
BEAUTIFUL YARD

Landscape 
Maintenance Checklist

 2022 IS THE YEAR OF 
YOUR YARD!

216-371-1935  •  www.lawnlad.com  

Love Your Landscape!
Whether you enjoy a little yard work,

or are looking to take the weekends off,
Lawn Lad can provide the right level of service

for your budget and goals!

Let’s help you love your landscape.
Call us today for a free evaluation

SCOTT HAIGH
Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email:   ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Sold in Millcreek!
  9644 Covington Ave, Cleveland
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HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

FEBRUARY 21, 2022

Board members present were President Gabe 
Crenshaw, Vice President Max Gerboc, Patti 
Carlyle, Dana Fluellen, Annette Iwamoto, Ty-
ler McTigue, and Vikas Turakhia. 

Public comments
Community members, Coventry PEACE Cam-
pus board members and artists commented 
on the relationship between Heights Libraries 
and the Coventry PEACE Campus tenants.

Financial and investment report
Total cash balance across the operating ac-
counts, Bauer Fund accounts, and investment 
accounts was $20,981,554.08.

Board resolutions
The board authorized a return to regular pub-
lic service hours, effective Feb. 28, with the 
exception of one shift—Friday night at the Lee 
Road branch. The library is still down 10-12 
staff positions. Masks are still required for all 
people ages 2 and older. Curbside service is 
available.
 The board approved $29,282.00 for 
abatement of additional asbestos found dur-
ing the demolition of the property on Kirkwood 
Road, approved consulting services for the ren-
ovations to the Noble Neighborhood branch, 
and granted permission for the library to col-
lect the vaccination status of all staff.
 The board hired real estate advisory ser-
vices to help structure property management 
of the Coventry PEACE Campus building. 
Proposals will be solicited from property man-
agement firms.

Director’s report
•  Computers are being added to the Adult 

Services area at the Lee Road branch.
•  Coventry Village Library upgrades are  

proceeding.
•  Feb. 18 was Toni Morrison Day in Ohio.
•  HB 51 now permits public bodies to hold 

virtual meetings that allow member par-
ticipation and public access. This order will 
expire on July 1.

•  State revenues continue to exceed projec-
tions. State fiscal year 2022 tax collections 
are 5.5 percent above estimates.

Public service report
The 2021–22 annual public service report 
will be presented in March.
 Coventry Village Library staff members 
Jennifer Herchek, Lisa Gordon and Ben Gu-
lyas refreshed and rearranged the AV room 
materials so that Maintenance Technician Le-
roy Hamby could remove the center shelving 
unit, making the space more accessible for all 
community members. 
 Noble Youth Services staff braved the 
cold weather to read to chickens as part of 
the virtual Storybook Ball. Costumed children 
were invited to participate in dancing, view 
jokes and a skit, participate in a craft, and 
listen to a chicken-themed Cinderella story. 
Families picked up Storybook Ball kits that in-
cluded craft supplies, shakers, and a sparkly 
glow stick prior to attending.

MARCH 7, 2022 — special meeting

The board lifted the mask mandate for library 
patrons. Library staff are still required to wear 
masks. Eating and drinking in the library are 
still not allowed.

LWV Observer: Elizabeth M. Tracy. 

Information about the board, board meeting 
minutes and audio recordings of board meet-
ings can be found at https://heightslibrary.
org/locations/heights-libraries-board.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Public Library Board  
Meeting highlights

Heights Libraries begins work on new STEAM Lab

experimentation	 and	 adaptation	
of	 the	 space	based	on	 library	users’	
changing	needs.
	 “If	 the	pandemic	has	 taught	us	
anything,	it	is	that	flexibility	is	key,”	
said	 Turner.	 “Being	 receptive	 to	
hearing	what	 the	community	needs	
and	wants,	 and	being	able	 to	adjust	
our	space	and	programs	and	services	
to	meet	what	they	do	want,	will	allow	
us	to	do	just	that.	The	computer	area	
we	had	was	very	rigid,	and	we	hope	
this	new	space	won’t	be	anything	like	
that.”
	 The	STEAM	Lab	is	currently	in	
the	planning	and	development	stage,	
with	the	goal	to	be	fully	open	to	the	
public	 for	 programming	 by	Labor	
Day.	In	the	meantime,	computers	will	
continue	to	be	available	for	public	use	
in	HKIC’s	main	lobby.

Isabelle Rew is the community engagement 
associate for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library System.

	 “We	love	the	concept	of	this	space	
going	 beyond	 just	 a	makerspace,”	
said	Howiler.	 “We	want	 it	 to	 be	
about	 education,	 engagement	 and	
innovation,	 so	what	better	 than	 to	
call	it	STEAM	Lab,	with	its	focus	on	
science,	art,	technology,	engineering	
and	mathematics?	Think	of	 it,	 in	 a	
way,	as	a	way	to	kind	of	play.”
	 The	 STEAM	Lab	 will	 focus	
primarily	on	lifelong	learning,	one	of	
the	library’s	core	values.
	 “When	 we	 ta lk	 about	 the	
STEAM	Lab,	 what	 we’re	 talking	
about	 is	 the	 STEAM	approach	 to	
learning,”	 said	 Turner.	 “Lifelong	
learning	is	intertwined	with	STEAM	
education.	We	want	 this	 to	 be	 an	
intergenerational	 space—a	 place	
where	everyone	can	come	together	and	
learn	in	a	way	that	promotes	growth	
and	discovery	as	a	community.”
	 The	 library	has	 taken	a	design-
thinking	 approach	 to	 developing	
t he 	 l a b , 	 wh ich 	 empha s i z e s	

Isabelle Rew

The	 Heights	 Knowledge	 and	
Innovation	 Center	 (HKIC)	 at	
Heights	Libraries’	Lee	Road	branch	
is	undergoing	changes	as	the	library	
prepares	 to	 launch	 a	new	STEAM	
(Science,	Technology,	Engineering,	
Arts	and	Mathematics)	Lab.
	 The	 joint	 makerspace	 and	
flexible-learning	center	will	 replace	
rows	 of	 desktop	 computers	 that	
inhabited	HKIC’s	 semi-enclosed	
computer	lab,	which	has	been	closed	
to	 the	public	 since	 the	 start	of	 the	
COVID-19	pandemic.
	 “We	wanted	to	take	a	space	that	
wasn’t	 ideal	 for	use	 as	 a	 traditional	
computer	 lab	 and	make	 it	 more	
f lexible,”	 said	Heather	Howiler,	
continuing	education	manager.
	 The	STEAM	Lab	will	include	two	
3-D	printers,	 a	projector,	moveable	

tables,	 seating	 areas,	whiteboards,	
and	other	maker	and	virtual-reality	
equipment.
	 “The	 STEAM	Lab	will	 serve	
as	 an	enclosed,	multipurpose	 space	
for	 visitors	 of	 all	 ages	 to	 explore	
STEAM-related	 technology	using	a	
hands-on	approach,”	said	Nia	Turner,	
technology	trainer.	“Our	community	
needs	a	space	that	will	accommodate	
programs	like	our	Tech	Talks,	youth	
technology	classes,	and	gaming	club	
activities.	Having	flexible	 furniture	
will	allow	staff	to	configure	the	room	
in	whatever	way	we	need	to,	whenever	
needed.”
	 Unlike	a	traditional	makerspace,	
in	which	users	can	access	technology	
to	 complete	 set	 tasks	 such	 as	 3-D	
printing,	 the	 programming	 in	 the	
STEAM	Lab	will	equip	users	with	a	
more	holistic	understanding	of	these	
emerging	technologies.

Creative Expression Summer Camps
June 13 - August 5

SUMMER INK LEARN MORE!

Lakeerieink.org/summer
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Coming soon: A makerspace and STEAM Lab in Heights Libraries’ Heights Knowledge and Innova-
tion Center (HKIC).

Residential Food Scrap
Composting 

• Weekly service
• Bucket provided with full swap
• 24-hour member support
• Free Soil Yearly
• Workshop and Tilth Soil Discounts

$30/moCurbside Pick-Up ................

www.rustbeltriders.com 
216-800-4651 Ext. 2

 

 Save $40 with discount code
HEIGHTS*40
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Heights High is home to indoor track champions
	 Two	 boys’	 relay	 teams,	 both	
consisting	of	Coleman,	Jacob	Rice,	
Keonshae	Boyd	Bey,	and	Jeremiah	
Di l lard,	 had	 impressive	 races,	
coming	in	third	overall.	But	it	was	
the	boys’	4	x	200-meter	relay	that	
Coleman	said	especially	motivated	
him	in	his	individual	race.	Heights	
boys	crossed	the	finish	line	third	in	
the	fastest	heat,	but	quickly	learned	
that	 two	 teams	 from	 other	 heats	
had	 beat	 their	 time	 by	 less	 than	
eight	one-hundredths	of	a	second.
	 “I	 had	 anger	 in	 me	 .	 .	 .	 and	
drive,”	Coleman	recalled.	“I	didn’t	
like	how	we	lost	that	4	x	200,	and	I	
felt	like	I	just	had	to	get	this	win.”	
He	spent	the	time	between	the	two	
races	jumping	rope	and	listening	to	
soft	music	to	clear	his	mind.	
	 When	it	was	time	for	his	event,	
Coleman	was	 ready.	He	 recalled,	
“As	 soon	 as	 I	 got	 off	 the	 blocks,	
I	 felt	 confident.”	He	 took	control	
of	 the	 race	 halfway	 through,	 and	
there	was	no	stopping	him.	“When	
I	came	down	that	final	straightaway	
and	saw	the	clock,	I	knew	the	race	
was	mine.”

	 “To	 be	 a	 champion,	 you	 have	
to	have	physical	 ability	and	mental	
toughness,”	 said	 Scott	McNulty,	
Heights	High’s	 head	 track	 coach.	
“Marius	has	both.	He	is	representative	
of	all	that	we	already	have	at	Heights,	
a	validation	of	who	we	are	and	who	
we	can	become.	For	Jane	to	be	just	
22	 seconds	 away	 from	 the	 fastest	
girls’	mile	ever	as	a	freshman,	and	for	
Braedan	to	have	offers	from	Division	
1	running	programs,	and	for	our	relay	
teams	to	be	beating	some	of	the	best	
programs	in	the	state	.	.	.	the	future	of	
Heights	running	is	extremely	bright.”
	 Heights	High	will	host	the	38th	
annual	Weingart	Relays	on	Saturday,	
April	9,	from	9	a.m.	to	4	p.m.	at	the	
high	school	track.	With	an	inaugural	
Weingart	 Junior	meet	 for	middle	
school	 teams	on	Friday,	April	 8,	 at	
4:30	p.m.,	 the	 two-day	 event	 is	 an	
opportunity	 for	 the	 community	 to	
come	out	and	cheer	for	some	of	the	
best	runners	in	the	state.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

Cleveland	Heights	High	 School	
is	 proud	 to	 ca l l	 Ohio’s	 fastest	
400-meter 	 r unner 	 one	 of 	 its	
own.	 Sen ior	 Mar ius	 Coleman	
won	Division	 1’s	 400-meter	 dash	
at	 the	Ohio	 Indoor	 Track	 State	
Championship	 at	 Spire	 Institute	
on	Friday,	March	4.	
	 His	impressive	time	of	48.58	set	a	
new	indoor	record	for	Heights	High,	
and	was	nearly	half	a	second	faster	
than	 his	 previous	 best.	Coleman’s	
victory	topped	off	a	successful	night	
and	season	for	the	Heights	Tigers,	
whose	boys’	team	finished	the	state	
meet	ranked	eighth	out	of	68	teams	
throughout	Ohio.	Qualifying	in	five	
events,	 every	Heights	 competitor	
clocked	a	personal	best	to	close	out	
the	indoor	season.
	 Fr e s hm a n 	 J a n e 	 Mue l l e r	
competed	in	the	girls’	1,600-meters,	
k nock ing 	 se ven 	 seconds 	 of f	
her	 time,	 while	 senior	 Braedan	
Gallagher	finished	13th	in	the	state	
in	 the	 boys’	 1,600-meter,	 with	 a	
personal	best	time	of	4:24.

Your plumber, your neighbor
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

•  Experts in old  
homes

•   Water tanks &  
heating systems

•  Eco-friendly  
updates

•  Fully trained, licensed,  
bonded & insured

• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300
herbsplumbingandheating.com

Marcus Coleman won first place in the 400- 
meter dash.
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Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, a longtime 
resident of Cleveland Heights, is a 
freelance writer under contract with 
the CH-UH City School District. She 
is Braedan Gallagher’s mother.

ISSUE 9 cont. from page 1

BUILD CLM cont. from page 4

forums	 the	LWV	has	presented	 in	
the	past,	with	opening	 and	 closing	
statements	from	each	side,	and	writ-
ten	questions	 from	 the	 audience—
both	 those	 in	 the	 room	and	 those	
watching	the	live-stream.
			 	Opposing	viewpoints	on	Issue	9	
can	be	found	on	these	websites:
•		Friends	of	Build	CLM:	www.build-

clm.com
•		Friends	of	Meadowbrook-Lee	Pub-
lic	 Square:	 https://clevelandheight-
spublicsquare.com

				The	forum	is	being	presented	by	
The	League	 of	Women	Voters	 of	

Cedar	Lee	district.	Park	proponents	
did	not	 submit	 a	complete	 response	
to	the	city’s	RFP.
	 	 	 	 “Over	 15-plus	 years,	 the	city	has	
made	 significant	 investments	with	
both	money	and	time	in	bringing	new	
development	to	our	community	and	
this	district	in	particular,”	said	Cath-
erine	Osborn,	 another	of	 the	PAC’s	
organizers.	 “If	 this	 initiative	 is	 suc-
cessful,	it	will	all	have	been	wasted.”
	 In	April	 2021,	 the	city	 awarded	
the	development	to	Flaherty	&	Collins	
(F&C),	 partnered	with	City	Archi-
tecture.	In	June,	the	parties	signed	a	
memorandum	of	understanding.	On	
Nov.	22,	resolution	number	154-2021,	
authorizing	the	city	manager	to	enter	
into	 a	development	 agreement	with	
F&C,	had	its	first	reading;	the	second	
reading	was	Nov.	 29;	 the	 legislation	
passed	unanimously	on	Dec.	6.	The	
city	and	F&C	signed	the	formal	de-
velopment	agreement	on	Dec.	9.
	 	 	 	People	 for	 the	Parks	 submitted	
its	 petition	 to	 the	 county	board	of	
elections	(BOE)	on	Nov.	29,	after	the	
agreement’s	first	 reading.	The	BOE	
determined	the	petitioners	didn’t	have	
enough	 [valid]	 signatures.	 It	wasn’t	
until	Dec.	 24,	 after	 three	 readings	
and	the	signing	of	the	agreement,	that	
park	proponents	submitted	their	offi-
cial	ballot	initiative.	Their	submission	
of	petitions	after	the	legally	binding	

Greater	Cleveland	-	Heights	Chapter	
and	Heights	Libraries.
				The	LWV	does	not	endorse	candi-
dates	or	support	political	parties.	It	
encourages	the	informed	and	active	
participation	of	 citizens	 in	 govern-
ment,	works	to	increase	understand-
ing	of	major	public	policy	issues,	and	
inf luences	 public	 policy	 through	
education	and	advocacy.	The	LWV	
is	not	taking	a	position	on	this	issue.

Blanche Valancy, a member of the 
LW VGC - Heights Chapter, is co-
cordinator of the April 6 Issue 9 forum.

contract	was	 signed	has	 called	 into	
question	whether	the	initiative	can	be	
legally	enforced.
				Rather	than	take	a	chance	that	Is-
sue	9	could	pass	and	potentially	lead	
to	 costly	 litigation,	we	 are	working	
overtime	 to	ensure	 it	 is	 voted	down	
by	 residents	who	 support	progress,	
economic	development,	 and	 the	 lo-
cal	merchants	who	give	back	 to	our	
community.
	 Over	the	last	year,	the	project	has	
been	presented	at	over	 10	meetings,	
for	public	comment	and	input.	It	won	
full	approval	of	the	various	boards	and	
commissions,	as	required	by	the	city.	
The	approved	plans	include	two	new	
buildings	and	over	2	acres	of	open	space	
that	will	be	open	to	the	community,	
all	 paid	 for	 and	maintained	by	 the	
developer,	without	cost	to	the	city	or	
residents.	The	developer	will	also	man-
age	and	maintain	the	parking	garage,	
reducing	the	city’s	costs	further.
	 The	city’s	plans	are	funded,	com-
plete,	and	well-thought	out,	unlike	the	
oppositions’.	Vote	No	on	9	to	ensure	
this	much-needed,	 long-anticipated	
development	goes	forward.	For	more	
information,	 visit	www.buildclm.com, 
or	Facebook	@buildCLM.

Gayle Lewin is one of the three PAC or-
ganizers, along with Jeanne Gordon and 
Catherine Osborn. All are residents who 
live near Cedar Lee.

#1 

Roofing
Residential
Commercial 

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work 

Metal Roofs Installed 
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  

216-319-0430

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us
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FEBRUARY 15, 2022
Board members present were President Malia 
Lewis, Dan Heintz, James Posch, Jodi Sourini, 
and Beverly Wright. Also present were 
Superintendent Elizabeth Kirby and Treasurer 
Scott Gainer. 

2026 Strategic Plan update
Superintendent Kirby, assisted by Assistant 
Superintendent of Educational Services 
Felisha Gould, Director of Data Research 
and Assessment Allison Byrd, and Director of 
Curriculum and Instruction Robert Swaggard, 
updated the board on the strategic plan and 
mid-year academics. Most of the year-one 
action plans are in progress or have been 
completed. The next steps are to share the 
update at the State of the Schools address on 
March 16 and to take it on a “roadshow” for 
community stakeholders.

Academic update 
The group presented comparative data for 
academic years 2019–20 and 2020–21, and 
mid-year data for 2021–22. Achievement 
gaps are continuing for minority and special-
needs students. The overall average for literacy 
achievement has remained constant during the 
pandemic, but math achievement has declined 
across all demographic groups. 
 Attendance dropped from 2019–20 to 
2020–21. Student and staff absenteeism due 
to COVID infection and quarantine periods 
has been a challenge, as has an increase in 
chronic absenteeism (defined as excused and 
unexcused absences exceeding 10 percent of 
assigned classes). All students were counted 
as attending when only remote instruction was 
provided because of the pandemic (from March 
16, 2020, to the end of the 2019–20 academic 
year), which would artificially increase 
documented attendance for that year. 

Board discussion of the update 
Board members generally expressed concern 
about the gaps between minority and 
nonminority students, and between students 
with and without disabilities. They asked for 
comparative data on these gaps, as well as 
transiency, attendance, and math achievement 
for other inner-ring suburban schools, if 
available. Several stressed the importance of 
summer camp, tutoring, and success coaches 
to help students recover from pandemic-related 
learning loss.

LWV Observer: Katherine Petrey.

MARCH 1, 2022
All board members were present, as were the 
superintendent and treasurer.

District calendars
Paul Lombardo, assistant superintendent for 
human resources and operations, presented the 
district calendars for the 2022–23 and 2023–
24 school years. They are posted on the district 
website with a link inviting community comment. 
After a one-month review period, the final 
calendars will be voted on in April. The teachers’ 
union and PTA members participated with 

school personnel in composing the calendars. 
Superintendent Kirby has been in discussion 
with five local school districts, so the calendars 
have similar dates for spring break and the 
school year start and end. Collaborating on 
these schedules is important for transportation 
planning.

Equity training plans
Superintendent Kirby said that districtwide 
equity training is being planned for March. She 
is vetting partners to assist with planning school 
board equity training and operationalizing the 
equity policy.

New COVID protocols
The district has adopted the new CDC guidance 
regarding quarantining and isolation. It has not 
changed contact-tracing procedures. The case 
reporting dashboard and summary reports will 
be updated daily.
 New guidance regarding masks will be 
discussed at the Reopening Advisory Committee 
meeting after receipt of guidance from the 
Ohio Department of Health and the Cuyahoga 
County Board of Health.
 Malia Lewis questioned how districts that 
use CH-UH transportation are complying 
with mask regulations, and asked that CH-UH 
decisions regarding COVID policies be widely 
disseminated. She also stated that individual 
families have the right to make masking decisions 
that meet their comfort and needs. Students who 
want to wear a mask must be respected.

Fair School Funding Plan report
Scott Gainer participated in the Fair School 
Funding Plan regional workshop. He said there 
was discussion of concerns for moving forward, 
especially in light of HB 290 (the “Backpack” 
bill). At the workshop, he discussed how the CH-
UH district, in contrast to neighboring districts, 
is beginning with a deficit due to the previous 
voucher system. He also reported that, for each 
new biannual budget, the Fair School Funding 
Plan group will request advocacy for fair 
funding.
 Dan Heintz applauded the Heights 
Coalition for Public Education for its advocacy 
and recent public forum on the “Vouchers 
Hurt Ohio” lawsuit that was filed Jan. 4. Held 
remotely, the forum attracted 165 school board 
members statewide.

Ohio House Bill 327
The Ohio House will be calling for testimony 
on March 9 regarding HB 327. Those who 
wish to submit testimony can find information 
at Honesty for Ohio Education, https://www.
honestyforohioeducation.info. (Information on 
the bill, which prohibits “teaching, advocating, 
or promoting divisive concepts,” can be found at 
https://ohiohouse.gov/legislation/134/hb327.

LWV Observer: Rosemarie Fairman.

Documents for all board meetings can be 
accessed at www.chuh.org/BoardofEducation.
aspx. Board meetings are livestreamed on the 
district’s YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/
CHUHSchools) and recorded for later viewing.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Board of Education 
Meeting highlights

Students allege district mishandling of sexual assaults
tration.	She	wrote	that	she	was	told	it	
was	a	“he	said/she	said”	situation;	she	
was	not	offered	supportive	resources,	
nor	was	she	informed	of	her	Title	IX	
rights.	 (The	Title	IX	 law	ensures	a	
public	 school	 environment	 free	 of	
sexual	harassment.)
	 Among	those	who	read	about	her	
experience	was	a	2020	Heights	High	
graduate,	who	said	that	she,	too,	had	
been	sexually	assaulted	at	the	school,	
and	received	a	similar	response	from	
the	school	administration	when	she	
reported	it.

	 In	the	aftermath,	other	students	
came	forward,	and	additional	reports	
emerged	of	sexual	violence	at	Heights	
High	and	other	school	buildings	in	
the	district.
	 Students,	 alumni,	 parents	 and	
concerned	residents	formed	Enough	
is	Enough!—a	coalition	 that	meets	
weekly,	 via	Zoom,	 to	 support	 stu-
dents,	protect	survivors,	and	work	to	
prevent	future	assaults.	The	coalition	
also	connects	students	to	resources,	
such	 as	 the	Cleveland	Rape	Crisis	
Center.
	 The	group	planned	a	December	
walkout,	 to	 protest	 the	 district’s	
handling	of	 the	 alleged	 assaults,	 as	
well	 as	what	 students	 describe	 as	
Heights	High’s	 “rape	 culture,”	 in	
which	 students	 experience	hallway	
harassment,	and	the	alleged	offend-
ers	 continue	 to	 attend	 the	 school,	
rather	 than	being	moved	 to	online	
learning.	(In	one	case,	for	example,	
in	 summer	 2019,	 a	perpetrator	was	
found	 guilty	 in	 county	 court;	 the	
convicted	 juvenile	sex	offender	was	
allowed	to	continue	his	education	in	
the	same	building	as	the	person	he	
was	convicted	of	assaulting.)	Another	
walkout	was	held	on	March	8,	with	
protestors	noting	 that	perpetrators	

have	full	privileges	attending	in-per-
son	school,	while	survivors	become	
isolated	due	to	trauma	and	fear.	
	 Enough	 is	Enough!	 also	 devel-
oped	 a	 list	 of	 demands	 for	district	
action.	The	list	was	read	aloud	at	the	
March	8	protest;	distributed	outside	
Heights	High	 on	March	 16	 at	 the	
time	of	 the	 superintendent’s	 State	
of	 the	Schools	 address;	 and	 can	be	
viewed	online	at	www.bit.ly/enough-
CHUH.	The	demands	are:
 Districtwide sex education: 
An	immediate	districtwide	commit-
ment	 to	 comprehensive,	 develop-
mentally	 appropriate,	 and	ongoing	
sex	education	and	consent	curricula	
for	all	students	pre-K	to	12th	grade,	
taught	 by	 a	 specialist	 such	 as	 the	
Cleveland	Rape	Crisis	Center.
 Transparency and action: 
Clear	partnership	and	transparency	
among	 students,	 staff,	 administra-
tion,	and	community	partners	to	en-
sure	that	all	victims	of	sexual	assault/
harassment	have	the	ability	to	report	
incidents	and	receive	trauma-respon-
sive	support,	including	unbiased	and	
accurate	information	about	policies,	
procedures,	 supportive	 community	
services,	and	their	rights.	
 A modern dress code: A 
revised,	 gender-neutral,	 anti-racist	
dress	code	that	 is	consistent	across	
buildings.	
 Accountability and conse-
quences:	Accountability	for	trusted	
adults	 (coaches,	 administrators,	
Miramar	 staff )	 who	 failed	 to	 be	
trustworthy;	who	minimize	 sexual	
violence	 and	 protect	 perpetrators;	
who	 undermine	 safety	 plans	 for	
victims;	who	fail	to	protect	victims	
when	they	violate	mandated	report-
ing	and	Title	IX	laws.

Kate Kikel has lived in Cleveland Heights 
for over 15 years and has loved raising 
three children here. She is a concerned 
community member who has a focus on 
uplifting the voices of people who are 
harmed by systemic injustice. She is not a 
member of Enough is Enough!

Kate Kikel

Since	December	 2021,	 hundreds	of	
CH-UH	students	have	organized	to	
protest	 the	 school	 district	 admin-
istration’s	 response	 to	 reports	 of	
incidents	of	sexual	violence.	
	 The	impetus	for	student	action	
coalesced	 in	December,	when	a	 fe-
male	Heights	High	 student	posted	
on	social	media	her	account	of	being	
sexually	assaulted	at	the	high	school,	
and	what	happened	when	she	report-
ed	the	assault	to	the	school’s	adminis-

Students rallying on the steps of Heights High on Thursday, March 8.
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Going shopping?  
 
Here are 4 reasons to buy 
from local small businesses: 
 

1. They’re part of the 
community’s character 

2. They recirculate more of 
your money locally 

3. They support local causes 
and institutions 

4. If you don’t support them 
now, they may not be 
around later 
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HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor  
of the  

Lee Road Branch 

Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books,     
DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale     

Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!    
www.friendsheightslibraries.org 

All proceeds  
support the library 

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC. 
For all your electrical needs 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

(440) 840-8941 
Ask for Steve               License #48370 

“Reliable electrical service and repair”  

When you think green…
think Kent’s Lawncare!

Heights-based
Put a stop to weeds

and add color to your lawn 
this spring

Professional lawncare
at an affordable price
216-780-0540

kwise2000@yahoo.com

  
 

 

MJM  Window
Restoration 

Keep your historic windows 
and save thousands! 

Sticky windows Weather Stripping 
Broken ropes Cracked Glass 

We’ll make them work like new! 

(216) 321-7729
mjmwindowrestoration.com 
✴ 35+ years in the Heights  ✴

CLASSIFIEDS

 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round 
Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal 

Feeding • Oak Wilt Treatment 

(216) 486-5551 
We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

Member:  
National Arborist Assn. • TCIA • ISA 

 Free Estimates Fully Insured 

Personal & Business Taxes 
Life Insurance

Call:  216.382.9647 
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com 

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA 
  Insurance Company Representative 

 2121 South Green Road 
 South Euclid, Ohio 44121 

*************************************** 

* Raymond J. Wohl, Licensed Insurance Agent
* Primerica Insurance Company 

*************************************** 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Iyengar Yoga
Transforming Body, Breath and Mind

Online and In-Studio Classes

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & 
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting




Housing code violations

Wallpaper removal 
Plaster repairs

*** 10% off interior projects
 December through March!

We are bonded, insured, and maintain 
an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

7 Days 9 a.m.– 8 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS 

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

 Gold / Sterling Silver 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Bronze Figures
 Men’s Wristwatches 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month

 
 

 

JOIN US! 

We’re looking a couple of great people to join 
our team. If you care deeply about the 

Heights and want to help our community 
thrive, you might be just the person we are 

looking for! 

Learn more at 
www.futureheights.org/about/careers-at-futureheights/ 

METROHEALTH cont. from page 1

PUBLIC SHOULD CONTROL DEVELOPMENT cont. from page 5

eliminate	 health	 disparities—that	
is,	 the	higher	 incidences	of	disease	
and	poorer	health	outcomes	among	
different	groups	of	people,”	said	Mod-
lin,	medical	director	of	the	Office	of	
Equity,	 Inclusion	 and	Diversity	 at	
MetroHealth.	
				“As	a	urologist	and	kidney	trans-
plant	surgeon,”	he	noted,	“I’ve	seen	
first-hand	 the	 devastating	 effects	
that	happen	when	Black	 and	other	
minority	men	don’t	have	early	access	
to	health	care.”
	 	 	 	Modlin	 founded	 the	Minority	
Men’s	Health	 Fair	 while	 working	
at	Cleveland	Clinic.	After	working	
there	almost	28	years,	Modlin	left	to	
join	MetroHealth	in	September	2021.	
He	 sees	 patients	 at	MetroHealth’s	
Cleveland	Heights	Medical	Center	
and	Lyndhurst	Health	Center.
				“My	role	allows	me	to	take	an	active	
part	in	MetroHealth’s	recruitment	of	
diverse	medical	staff	and	in	helping	
to	shape	MetroHealth’s	first	Minor-
ity	Men’s	Health	Fair,”	Modlin	said.	
“During	my	career	as	a	physician,	I’ve	
been	honored	to	play	a	part	in	helping	
men	take	charge	of	their	own	health	

after	 city	 council	 has	 already	 de-
cided	on	a	development	plan,	then	
you	 can	 learn	 how	 concerned	 the	
developer	 is	 with	 traffic	 patterns	
and	brick	colors,	and	you	can	write	
your	thoughts	about	those	subjects	
on	a	sticky	note	and	share	them	on	
an	“idea	board.”
	 Even	during	these	circumscribed	
moments	 of	 public	 engagement,	
when	 city	 council	 invites	 the	 pub-
lic	 onstage,	 it	 is	 listening	 to	 other	
voices.	If	you	own	a	business—espe-
cially	if	you’ve	organized	with	other	
businesses,	as	Special	Improvement	
District	members	 have—then	 city	
council	 gives	 you	 its	 attention.	 If	
you	run	a	nonprofit—especially	one	
with	demonstrated	expertise	in	city	
planning	and	real	estate—then	city	
council	seeks	your	advice.	If	you’re	
a	 developer—especially	 if	 you’ve	
gained	the	approval	of	residents	with	
close	ties	to	economic	and	political	
power—then	 city	 council	 trusts	
that	 your	 narrow	 interest	 in	mak-
ing	money	 aligns	with	 the	 public’s	
general	interest	in	living	well.
	 In	this	way,	a	tiny	choir	of	voices	
drowns	out	the	rest.
	 You	know	best	what	you	need.	

care.	Never	has	 the	need	 for	acces-
sible	preventive	screenings	and	other	
health	services	been	more	critically	
important	than	they	are	today.”
				“Our	work	doesn’t	stop	when	the	
health	 fair	 is	 over,”	Modlin	 added.	
“Our	 goal	 is	 to	make	 it	 easier	 for	
patients	and	their	families	to	access	
quality	 and	 culturally	 competent	
health	care.	
				“Black	and	Hispanic	individuals	are	
among	the	minority	groups	who	are	
most	often	afflicted	and	burdened	by	
a	multitude	of	health	disparities.	But	
it	doesn’t	have	to	be	that	way.	Early	
detection	and	prevention	of	many	of	
these	conditions	is	the	key	to	saving	
lives	and	improving	the	quality	of	life	
for	those	most	commonly	impacted	
by	health	disparities.”
	 	 	 	 A	 concurrent	Minority	Men’s	
Health	Fair	will	be	held	at	the	Me-
troHealth	Broadway	Health	Center	
and	 its	Main	Campus	Outpatient	
Pavilion.

Angela Townsend is a senior writer in the 
department of marketing and communica-
tions at The MetroHealth System.

Is	 your	 life	 missing	 a	 fenced-in	
private	pool	that	you	can’t	access?	
Will	a	few	extra	shops	on	Lee	Road	
lower	the	barriers	between	you	and	
your	 goals?	Will	 206	 apartment	
units	that	you	can’t	afford	improve	
your	 quality	 of	 life?	We	 could	 be	
excited	about	this	project	if	it	were	
designed	 to	meet	 our	 needs,	 but	
instead	 it	was	 designed	 to	 extract	
profit	 from	consumers	and—as	an	
externality—send	a	bit	of	 revenue	
to	city	hall	and	the	school	district.
	 I	 will	 vote	 for	 a	 park	 in	May	
[Issue	9]	because	the	public	should	
control	 public	 development.	Next	
time,	 let’s	 do	what	 other	 commu-
nities	 have	 done,	 and,	 through	 a	
deliberative	 democratic	 process	
that	represents	all	of	us	equally,	let’s	
make	a	decision	together.
 
Gavin Andersen is an ordinary CH 
resident who has an education in inter-
national trade and development policy, 
survives by working for money, and 
believes all people should have equal 
access to what they need to live flour-
ishing lives, and be equally empowered 
to contribute to the collective control of 
their common fate.
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Our digital collection is 
here for you, wherever 

you are, 24/7.
Heights Libraries offers a large collection of digital 
media, including books, magazines, comics, music, 
movies, and television shows. 

Visit heightslibraries.org/digital-collection  
and start exploring!

yummy

fun

voted safest joint in town

“inda heights”

2196 lee road
cleveland heights

216.932.9000 mojocle.com

d i n i n g  room now open

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

BEST OF HEIGHTS cont. from page 1

	 On	the	Rise	Artisan	Breads	won	
the	 category	of	Best	Made-It-Easy	
Online	Ordering.	Employee	Emma	
Schubert	 said,	 “We’re	 thrilled	 and	
so	happy	 to	be	 a	part	of	 this	 com-
munity.”
	 Winners	Steve	and	Adam	Grace	
of	Fairmount	Cleaners	said,	“We	are	
especially	 pleased	 to	win	 the	Best	
Save-the-Planet	Business	Practices	
category!	Representing	 an	 industry	
that	was	 once	 considered	 toxic	 to	
people,	 animals	 and	 the	 Earth	 is	
challenging.	To	be	recognized	for	our	
efforts	in	promoting	environmentally	
sound	and	safe	practices	is	both	hum-
bling	and	gratifying!	To	our	faithful	
clientele	we	say,	‘Thank	you,	you	are	
appreciated,	 and	we	will	 strive	 to	
maintain	and	further	our	efforts	to	
help	the	environment.’”
	 Green	Tara	Yoga	 and	Healing	
Arts	was	a	finalist	in	several	catego-
ries	 and	winner	 of	Best	Cleveland	
Heights	 Business.	 A	 customer	 of	
Green	Tara	Yoga	and	Healing	Arts	
commented,	“I	have	been	fortunate	
enough	 to	 continue	 studying	 yoga	
with	Green	Tara	Yoga	 throughout	
the	pandemic	due	to	their	efforts	to	
make	their	teaching	available	online	
as	well	 as	 in	 class.”	Owner	Karen	
Allgire	 said	 that	 she	 is	 grateful	 to	
the	students	who	have	supported	her	
for	more	 than	 20	 years	 and	 to	her	
team	of	teachers.	“I’m	also	grateful	
to	my	personal	 teachers,	who	have	
guided	me	so	that	I	have	something	

BEST OF HEIGHTS cont. on page 24

Adam and Stever Grace of Fairmount Cleaners, Best Save-the-Planet Business Practices winner, and 
Best University Heights Business finalist.

Owner Douglas Katz of Chimi, winner of Best In-
novative Product or Service During a Pandemic.

Nancy Chen and Susan Chen of Koko Bakery, 
Opened-Our-Doors-During-the-Pandemic 
finalist.
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© 2021 University Hospitals

Researchers at University Hospitals are seeking participants 
for a research project designed to help African-American 
men learn about stroke risk factors and how to best take 
care of their health after a stroke.

If you are an African-American man 18 years of age or 
older, and you’ve suffered a stroke or mini-stroke within 
the last five years, you may be eligible for this study.

Participants will be compensated, and virtual intervention 
sessions will be available.

Call 440-656-2267 to learn more.

Have you had a stroke 
or mini-stroke?

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

continued on page 19

Peter David, Elizabeth Fox, and Emma Baegren of Phoenix Coffee, winner of Best Care for the Com-
munity During a Pandemic. 
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Brandon Pirl, Julia Corcoron, owner Tommy Fello, and Karla Zagari of Tommy’s restaurant, Best Upbeat 
Spirit During a Pandemic winner, and finalist in the categories of Best Made-It-Easy Online Ordering, 
Best Pandemic-Safe Dining, and Best Cleveland Heights Business. 

worthwhile	 to	 offer	 to	 those	who	
come	to	work	with	us.	I	am	grateful	
to	FutureHeights	for	their	fabulous	
work	in	promoting	vitality	and	suc-
cess	in	our	Heights	communities.”
		 FutureHeights	purchased	$1,000	
in	gift	certificates	from	a	variety	of	
Heights	businesses,	and	entered	each	
unique	voter	into	a	raffle,	for	a	chance	
to	win	 one	 of	 four	 gift-certificate	
packages	worth	$250	each.	Winners	
Sharece	Miller,	 Em	 Ezell,	 Amy	
Yakubowskk,	and	Minnie	Mannster	
were	drawn	on	March	1.
	 In	 its	 ballot,	 FutureHeights	
also	 asked	Heights	 residents	what	
they	missed	most	about	shopping	in	
pre-pandemic	times.	Here	is	a	small	
sample	of	responses:
				“I	miss	seeing	people’s	faces!	Let’s	
dance!”
				“I	miss	going	to	the	Grog	Shop.”
				“I	miss	classes	at	the	senior	center	
without	a	mask.”
				“I	miss	being	able	to	eat	safely	in	
restaurants	 and	enjoy	 the	 company	
of	the	community.”
				“I	miss	dining	indoors—I	love	the	
atmosphere,	seeing	what	others	are	
enjoying	 on	 their	 plates,	 the	 com-
munity	of	it.”
	 	 	 	“I	miss	wandering	from	shop	to	
shop	 and	 stopping	 in	 for	 snacks	 at	
little	cafes	along	the	way.	During	the	
pandemic,	every	excursion	out	of	the	
house	is	a	calculated	risk.	I	look	for-
ward	to	being	out	in	the	community	
again	after	the	pandemic.”
	 In	 addition,	 FutureHeights	

asked	 residents	what	 new	business	
they	would	like	to	see	in	the	Heights.	
Responses	included	a	donut	shop,	an	
independent	art	store,	more	second-
hand	shops,	and	food	trucks.
	 Here	is	a	list	of	the	2022	Best	of	
the	Heights	winners	and	finalists:
 
Best Opened-Our-Doors-
During-a-Pandemic Business
Winner:	Marchant	Manor	Cheese
Finalists:	Koko	Bakery	and	S’il	
Vous	Play

Best Made-It-Easy Online 
Ordering
Winner:	On	the	Rise	Artisan	
Breads
Finalist:	Tommy’s	restaurant

Best Care for the Community 
During a Pandemic
Winner:	Phoenix	Coffee
Finalist:	Green	Tara	Yoga	and	 
Healing	Arts

Best Save-the-Planet 
Business Practices
Winner:	Fairmount	Cleaners
Finalist:	Foodhisattva

Best Innovative Product or  
Service During a Pandemic
Winner:	Chimi
Finalist:	Green	Tara	Yoga	and	 
Healing	Arts

BE
LL

E 
ES

PI
N

A
L.

BEST OF HEIGHTS cont. from page 23

BEST OF HEIGHTS cont. on page 25
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Cartoon by Hajo de Reijger | Reprinted from Funny Times. 

ph: 216.371.8600 » WWW.FUNNYTIMES.COM 24 pages of humor, politics and fun »

She’s your hero, and ours.

Happy Mother’s Day!

Co-owner Rachel Gross of Bialy’s Bagels, winner of Best University Heights Business.

Shane Kearns and Parker Bosley of Marchant Manor Cheese, Best Opened-Our-Doors-During-a-
Pandemic Business finalist, and Best Welcoming Storefront or Window Display finalist.
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Dog Act
by

Liz Duffy 

ADAms

convergence-continuum presents:

For Tickets & Info:
www.convergence-continuum.org
or call 216-687-0074
LIMINIS THEATER | 2438 Scranton Rd. 
Cleveland OH 44113

MARCH 25 - APRIL 16
Thursday - Saturday

convergence-continuum, Clevelands’ up-close and OUT 
there theatre presents a post-apocalyptic vaudevillian 
comedy. A theatrical, darkly comic variation on the classic 
doomsday genre, with five original songs.
Content note: Adult Language

Tickets $18-$23 | Student & Senior Discounts Available

Best Pandemic-Safe Dining
Winner:	MOJO	world	eats	and	drink
Finalist:	Tommy’s	restaurant

Best Welcoming Storefront or 
Window Display
Winner:	Appletree	Books
Finalist:	Marchant	Manor	Cheese

Best Upbeat Spirit During a 
Pandemic
Winner:	Tommy’s	restaurant
Finalist:	Green	Tara	Yoga	and	Heal-
ing	Arts

Best University Heights Busi-
ness
Winner:	Bialy’s	Bagels
Finalist:	Fairmount	Cleaners

Best Cleveland Heights Business
Winner:	Green	Tara	Yoga	and 
Healing	Arts
Finalist:	Tommy’s	restaurant

Belle Espinal is the business outreach 
manager for FutureHeights. Her work 
focuses on women- and minority-owned 
businesses.

BEST OF HEIGHTS cont. from page 24

Owner Karen Allgire of Green Tara Yoga and Healing Arts, Best Cleveland Heights Business winner, 
and finalist in the categories of Best Upbeat Spirit During a Pandemic, Best Care for the Community 
During a Pandemic, and Best Innovative Product or Service During a Pandemic.
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•		scheduling	meetings	 and	 public	
city	council	events	among	council	
members,	 the	mayor,	 and	depart-
ment	directors;

•		attending	 council	 and	 committee	
meetings	as	a	recording	secretary;

•		recording,	transcribing,	and	prepar-
ing	meeting	minutes	 and	 council	
decisions;

•		preparing	memos,	 letters,	 spread-
sheets,	and	reports;

•		performing	post-meeting	work,	in-
cluding	finalizing	and	distributing	
approved	ordinances;	and

•		certifying	and	posting	agenda,	min-
utes,	and	records	in	accordance	with	
Ohio’s	Sunshine	Law.

				A	full-time	clerk	of	council	will	go	
a	 long	way	toward	making	our	city	
council	more	organized,	 responsive	
and	 productive.	Our	 city	 council	
wants	 to	 be	more	 communicative	
and	effective,	and	a	dedicated	clerk	
of	 council	who	 reports	 directly	 to	
council	will	help	us	get	there.
	 	 	 	On	May	 3,	 please	 vote	YES	on	
Issue	10	for	a	more	productive	CH	
City	Council!

This opinion was submitted by CH Coun-
cil Member Tony Cuda, and signed by him 
and five other council members: Melody 
Joy Hart, Craig Cobb, Davida Russell, 
Josie Moore, and Gail Larson.

HEIGHTS ARTS

Heights Arts celebrates National Poetry Month

Dobama wraps up season 
with award-winning comedy

Anthony Zicari

Dobama	Theatre	will	end	its	2021–22	
season	with	the	award-winning	com-
edy	 “Life	Sucks,”	by	Aaron	Posner.	
This	 contemporary	 reworking	 of	
Chekhov’s	classic	“Uncle	Vanya”	won	
the	Off-Broadway	Alliance’s	 Best	
New	Play	of	2020.	Dobama	audiences	
may	remember	Posner’s	adaptation	of	
Chekhov’s	 “The	 Seagull”—“Stupid	
F*cking	Bird”—which	came	to	roost	
at	Dobama	in	2019.	
	 Chekhov’s	themes	of	love,	long-
ing,	and	ennui	are	at	the	heart	of	this	
story,	but	Posner	also	highlights	the	
humor	and	wit	of	his	characters.	In	
the	play,	Sonia	and	her	Uncle	Vanya	
are	 visited	by	her	 estranged	 father,	
and	his	third	wife,	Ella.	Their	large	
house	 is	 also	 home	 to	 Babs	 and	
Pickles,	 and	 frequented	by	Vanya’s	
longtime	friend,	Dr.	Aster.	Rivalries	
and	 love	 triangles	 simmer	 among	
these	passionate	people,	and	tensions	
brew	as	personalities	clash.
	 The	frustrations	of	being	cooped	
up	with	strong	personalities	will	be	
familiar	to	today’s	audiences.	“‘Life	
Sucks’	feels	very	pandemic-y,”	Posner	
said.	 “Chekhov	 has	 a	 great	 quote	
about	how	any	idiot	can	withstand	a	
crisis.	It’s	the	day-to-day	living	that	
wears	us	out.	Maybe	that’s	never	felt	
truer	than	these	last	couple	years.”
	 Critics	have	lauded	the	play,	with	

the	Chicago Sun Times	writing,	“‘Life	
Sucks’	is	altogether	wise,	profoundly	
humane,	hilarious,	quirky,	endearing	
and,	 in	 countless	 clever	ways,	 bril-
liantly	faithful	to	its	source	.	.	.	Posner	
has	managed	to	find	his	own	voice	in	
the	process,	 bringing	 a	playful,	 far	
from	 cynical,	 fourth-wall-piercing	
originality	to	the	story.”	Jesse	Green	
of The New York Times	wrote,	“Aaron	
Posner’s	bitingly	funny	and	unexpect-
edly	touching	play	.	.	.	[has]	no	date	
stamp	on	 feeling	 stranded	between	
regrets	 and	 hopes,	 between	 fancy	
dreams	and	the	banality	of	existence.”
	 Posner	 is	 a	Helen	Hayes	 and	
Barrymore	Award-winning	director,	
former	artistic	director	of	New	Jer-
sey’s	Two	River	Theatre,	and	found-
ing	artistic	director	of	Philadelphia’s	
Arden	Theatre.	He	has	directed	more	
than	150	productions	at	major	regional	
theaters	 throughout	 the	 country,	
including	in	the	D.C.	area,	where	he	
teaches	at	American	University.
	 Dobama’s	 production	 of	 “Life	
Sucks”	is	directed	by	Nathan	Motta,	
and	features	Jourdan	Lewanda,	Chris-
topher	Bohan,	Steve	Marvel,	Nicole	
Sumlin,	Anne	McEvoy,	Chennelle	
Bryant-Harris,	and	Andrew	Gorrell.	
Its	runs	April	22	through	May	22.
	 For	 tickets	 and	 additional	 in-
formation,	 visit	www.dobama.org/
life-sucks.

Anthony Zicari is a local stage manager 
and current production intern at Dobama 
Theatre. He studied music at Oberlin 
College, and previously worked with 
Mercury Theatre Company.

Tom Masaveg 

Heights	Arts	has	decided	to	extend	
the	two-year	term	of	current	Cleve-
land	Heights	 Poet	 Laureate	 Ray	
McNiece	for	an	additional	year.
	 Rachel	Bernstein,	Heights	Arts	
executive	director,	said,	“Ray’s	origi-
nal	appointment	unfortunately	cor-
responded	directly	with	the	onset	of	
the	pandemic.	He,	and	therefore	the	
community	members,	were	deprived	
of	his	being	able	to	fully	participate	
in	the	position.	We	are	very	pleased	
that	 he	 has	 accepted	 our	 offer	 to	
serve	for	an	additional	year,	and	very	
much	look	forward	to	his	contribu-
tions	in	the	coming	year.”
	 McNiece	 is	 eager	 to	make	 the	
most	of	his	last	year	as	poet	laureate,	
and	said,	“I’m	looking	forward	for	the	
opportunity	 to	 resume	community	
programming	in	person	that	we	were	
unable	to	fully	implement	during	the	
pandemic.	Spring	is	a	great	time	of	
renewal.	There	 is	much	good	work	
left	to	be	done.”
	 Heights	Arts	will	offer	two	po-
etry	events	in	celebration	of	poetry	
month:	 the	 popular	 program	 “Ek-
phrastacy–Artists	Talk	 and	Poets	
Respond,”	 on	Thursday,	April	 21;	
and	 the	final	 of	 four	Haiku	Hikes	
in	celebration	of	Cleveland	Heights’	
centennial,	on	Saturday,	April	23.
	 The	 Ekphrastacy	 evening	 on	
April	 21,	 at	 7	 p.m.,	 is	 inspired	 by	
the	 current	 exhibition,	Figurative/
Abstract,	along	with	the	accompany-

ing	 spotlight	 exhibition	 featuring	
photographs	by	Jane	Alexander.	
 Figurative/Abstract	 explores	 the	
story	 told	by	 the	 interplay	between	
figurative	and	abstract	artistic	modes,	
while	Alexander’s	depictions	of	Lake	
Erie	from	her	balcony	evoke	the	psy-
chological	states	experienced	by	one	
woman	beholding	 the	vast	presence	
of	nature	during	uncertain	times.	
	 The	event	invites	poets	Shelley	
Chernin,	 Amy	Hughes,	Michael	
Loderstedt,	 and	McNiece	 to	 raise	
their	literary	voices	in	response	to	the	
work	on	display,	in	a	public	conversa-
tion.	
	 Hughes	stated,	“I	find	it	energiz-
ing	and	 inspiring	 to	hear	 from	and	
work	with	other	 artists	who	 are	 as	

passionate	about	their	work	as	I	am	
about	mine,	even	though	we	may	not	
share	the	same	medium.”
		 How	will	poets	perceive	the	itera-
tions	of	a	lake	landscape	that	deeply	
moved	Alexander,	 or	 interpret	 the	
work	of	the	Figurative/Abstract artists?	
The	audience	and	artists	alike	can	find	
out	on	April	21	at	Heights	Arts.
	 For	more	information	on	Heights	
Arts	programs	and	events,	including	
the	April	23	Haiku	Hike,	visit www.
heightsarts.org.

Tom Masaveg is a local public artist spe-
cializing in augmented reality installation 
and graphite works on paper. He’s also the 
programs manager at Heights Arts. Con-
tact him at programs@heightsarts.org.

Poets John Burroughs and Molly Fuller reading ekphrastic poetry at Heights Arts.

Helping display and 
preserve your art and 
memories since 1973

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
By appointment only

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-397-7671 woodtraderframing.com
Get $25 off on framing over $100

MOLA! 
MOLA! 
MOLA!

Stop in and learn about these fabulous 
works of art! Many to choose from, or 

bring yours to frame.

VOTE YES cont. from page 3

Shop Local
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HEIGHTS ARTS

I see a brown door and I want to paint it red

SONGS AND 
STORIES

kids—pushing	them	in	strollers	and,	
later,	walking	 them	 to	playgrounds,	
restaurants,	 and	other	places.	 I	 saw	
very	few	painted	doors.	And	the	ones	I	
did	see	usually	had	nutty	looking	older	
women	 tending	 front-yard	 f lower	
gardens—also	not	nearly	as	plentiful	
then—with	a	bunch	of	cats	walking,	
running,	pouncing,	sleeping	and	roll-
ing	around.
	 I	stopped	walking	for	many	years,	
until	the	pandemic	started,	two	years	
ago.	Then,	that	spring,	I	started	walking	
every	day	(until	the	following	winter—
then	the	same	pattern	this	year).	One	
thing	that	kept	me	walking	was	being	
able	 to	 take	pictures	while	walking.	
That	became	my	main	motivation—
taking	pictures	 and	posting	 the	best	
ones	on	Facebook.
	 It	 started	with	 f lowers,	 which	
are	now	in	the	majority	of	Cleveland	
Heights	 yards,	 in	various	 forms,	 and	
myriad	varieties.	Then	I	noticed	how	
many	stone	houses	there	are,	especially	
in	my	part—the	southwest	corner—of	
the	city;	between	North	Park	Boule-
vard	to	the	south	and	Mayfield	Road	
to	 the	north,	 and	Overlook	Road	 to	
the	west	 to	 around	Coventry	 to	 the	
east,	plus	the	Ambler	Heights	neigh-
borhood	at	the	extreme	western	edge.	
I	looked	up	the	history	of	this	section	
of	the	city,	which	was	the	original	part	
of	what	became	Cleveland	Heights,	to	
understand	all	that	stone.
	 Then	I	noticed	how	many	public	
benches	there	are	in	Cleveland	Heights.	
I	 ran	 into	 former	Cleveland	Heights	
City	Manager	Bob	Downey	on	one	of	

my	walks	 (well,	maybe	I	 should	 say	
I	walked	 into	him,	because	I	make	
a	point	of	not	 running,	ever),	 and	I	
mentioned	to	him	about	the	benches.	
He	explained	to	me	that	this	was	no	
accident;	 that	 the	city	placed	 them	
in	 as	many	 locations	 as	 it	 could.	 I	
explained	to	him	that	my	new	slogan	
had	become:	“I	shall	 leave	no	bench	
un-sat-in.”
	 And	I	noticed	how	many	 stone	
walls,	 high	 and	 low,	 exist	 all	 over	
Cleveland	Heights.	And	the	variety	of	
architectural	styles	of	the	houses	and	
buildings	here.	And	the	streams	that	
run	through	Cleveland	Heights.	And	
how	some	little	areas—sometimes	just	
a	couple	of	buildings	and	a	courtyard	
in	between—remind	me	of	New	York	
City.	And	then	I	started	seeing	all	the	
doors,	painted	in	many	colors.
	 I	took	pictures	of	all	those	things.	
I	posted	many	of	them.	But	I	started	
amassing	so	many	that	I	decided	to	
sort	them	and	post	pictures	of	flowers	
one	day,	walls	another,	benches	a	few	
times,	sidewalk	art,	and	so	on.	And	in	
those	first	two	years,	I	posted,	maybe,	
five	groups	of	15	painted-door	pictures	
each.	I	have	a	growing	list	of	new	ones	
to	photograph	when	the	weather	gets	
nicer	and	when	there	is	grass	on	the	
ground	and	leaves	on	the	trees	again.
	 But	how	and	when	and	why	did	
that	happen—the	colorful	door	thing?
	 The	stone	houses	and	walls,	and	
the	architecture,	and	the	streams	and	
other	 things	all	have	 their	histories.	
And	gardening	has	 really	 grown	 in	
popularity	over	the	past	two	or	three	

decades,	so	that’s	no	surprise.	But	what	
about	all	the	painted	doors?
	 Did	my	wife	and	I	 start	 that?	I	
doubt	it;	no	one	even	liked	it	when	we	
did	it.	And,	ironically,	we	got	a	new	door	
a	few	years	ago,	and	didn’t	paint	it.
	 I	 guess	 it’s	 just	 another	natural	
byproduct	of	Cleveland	Heights	be-
coming	 “Home	to	 the	Arts.”	That’s	
been	the	city’s	slogan	for	a	while.	This	
is	a	community	with	a	super-high	con-
centration	of	visual	artists	and	crafts-
people,	musicians,	writers,	actors	and	
other	 theater	professionals,	dancers	
and	choreographers,	and	other	artists	
and	many	arts	organizations.	Maybe	
it’s	just	as	simple	as	that.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the former 
editor of Cleveland Magazine and Northern 
Ohio Live, an author, and a professional 
musician and comedian. His writing focuses 
on the arts and, especially, pop-music history.

Some of Cleveland Heights’ colorful doors.
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David Budin

Cleveland	Heights	has	more	colorful	
painted	doors	than	anywhere	else	in	
this	region.
	 That’s	not	a	scientific	fact.	And	
I	don’t	know	if	it’s	really	true.	But	
I’m	 sure	 it	 is.	 I	mean,	 I	 drive	 all	
around	everywhere	and	I	don’t	see	
anywhere	near	the	number,	or	per-
centage,	 of	houses	 and	 apartment	
buildings	with	colorful	front	and/or	
side	and/or	back	doors	as	I	do	here	
in	Cleveland	Heights.
	 When	I	was	growing	up	here,	I	
didn’t	see	quite	as	many.	I	think	the	
number	was	actually	zero.	When	my	
wife	and	I	moved	into	the	house	we	
live	in	now,	in	1986,	we	painted	our	
front	door	purple.	I	think	most	of	our	
neighbors	didn’t	like	it.	Most	of	them	
refused	to	acknowledge	it	at	all.	Only	
a	few	people	complimented	us	on	it.
	 When	we’d	talk	to	neighbors	at	
our	annual	block	party,	and	they’d	
ask	 which	 house	 was	 ours,	 we’d	
tell	them	the	address,	which	rarely	
registers	 with	 anyone,	 and	 then	
we’d	say,	“The	one	with	the	purple	
door	and	shutters,”	and	they’d	say,	
“Ohhhh	–	that	house,”	but	not	in	a	
particularly	happy	way.
	 I	was	 still	walking	quite	 a	bit	
back	in	those	days,	mainly	with	our	

Every Day is Earth Day!
Be a friend of the Earth~
Join a local group of volunteers 
improving green space!

Friends of Heights Parks・Friends of Lower Lake 
Friends of the Walt ・Friends of the Bradford 
Cinder Path ・Heights Native Pollinator Pathway

www.EcologicalHeights.com
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