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The house that sings on Guilford Road

Jacqueline Taylor

At a home on Guilford Road in Cleve-
land Heights, a unique type of spring 
cleaning is taking place. The piano 
is being tuned, music stands are be-
ing dusted off and repaired, and the 
screened-in porch is being converted 
to a musicians’ “green room.”

 The home’s owners, Franklin 
Cohen, principal clarinet emeritus 
of The Cleveland Orchestra, and 
his wife, Marcia Kodish Cohen, are 
readying for the annual arrival of the 
30-plus musicians who fly in from all 
parts of the globe and comprise the 
world-class roster of performers at 
ChamberFest Cleveland.

 This annual festival of chamber 
music was co-founded by Franklin and 
his daughter, Diana, who grew up in 
the Heights and is today the concert-
master of the Calgary Philharmonic.
 The Cohen family includes Di-
ana’s brother Alex, principal per-
cussionist in Calgary; and Diana’s 

Seed banks are open at all Heights libraries

Sheryl Banks

In collaboration with the Cleveland 
Seed Bank, Heights Libraries is host-
ing seed libraries at all four branches 
throughout the summer.
 After filling out a short participa-

Youth Services Associate Maggie Lawrence helps oversee the seed bank at the Noble Neighbor-
hood branch of Heights Libraries.

tion form, customers can check out 
up to five packets of heirloom seeds 
each month, then grow vegetables and 
flowers at home.
 The Cleveland Seed Bank acts as 
an independent and accessible source 

CH rolls out refuse 
and recycling bins

continued on page 4

continued on page 2

Collette Clinkscale and Mike Thomas

Cleveland Heights launched its new, 
automated refuse and recycling col-
lection program in mid-April, distrib-
uting thousands of new refuse and 
recycling carts to every residence in 
the city. By now, all residents should 
have received their carts, and begun 
using them.
 The program’s benefits go beyond 
making the city’s streets cleaner and 
more attractive. Automated collec-
tion is a single-sort recycling system, 
in which one must only determine 
whether an item is recyclable and 
place it in the appropriate cart—no 
extra sorting is necessary.
 Automated collection is faster, 
more efficient, and safer for city em-
ployees, too, and should help reduce 
the environmental impact of Cleve-
land Heights’ waste.
 The green cart is for garbage go-
ing to the landfill. EVERYTHING 
that goes in the green cart should be 
in a trash bag.
 The blue cart is for recyclables. 
Recyclables should NEVER be put 
in bags. Plastic bags can obstruct the 
recycling machinery and may cause 
the city to be fined. Instead, rinse off 
all plastic, glass and metal containers, 
and cut and flatten cardboard. Then, 
place the recyclable items loosely in 
the blue cart.
 Cleveland Heights’ recycling pro-
gram can only accept plastic bottles 
and jugs with necks that narrow to-
ward their openings. One way to keep 
track of what types of plastic contain-
ers are recyclable is to remember this 

June 28 conversation will explore housing and neighborhoods

Participants in Crowdsourced Conversations #1: Sustainability, on April 27. 
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Sarah Wolf

Crowdsourced Conversations is 
gearing up for its next discussion-
based forum, which will focus on 
housing and neighborhood pres-
ervation. Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights residents are 
invited to attend this free com-
munity event on Tuesday, June 28, 
7–8:30 p.m., at Forest Hill Church, 
3031 Monticello Blvd.
 This forum series utilizes re-
sponses from Heightswide surveys 

The Cohen home, were ChamberFest Cleveland was born, was the backdrop for this June 2021 concert, with Itamar Zorman on violin and Zlatomir 
Fung on cello. 
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HEIGHTS OBSERVER

LeTTeRS/OPINION

About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not a conven-
tional newspaper; it is a nonprofit 
publication for residents of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights.
 The Heights Observer has no writ-
ing staff; it is written by you—the 
readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want 
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights 
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to 
contribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Observ-
er? If so, please write it on your own, or 
with friends, neighbors or colleagues. 
Our volunteer editors will make sure 
it’s ready to publish, and contact you 
with any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click on 
“Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered for the July 
issue must be submitted by June 13. We 
publish some articles online only. We also 
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

Celebrate Susanna 
Niermann O’Neil

To the Editor:

The celebration that was held at 
Cleveland Heights City Hall on May 
2 honored Susanna Niermann O’Neil 
for her 45 years of service to Cleve-
land Heights. 
 The atrium at City Hall now 
bears her name. Over the years, 
Susanna worked with and supported 
many citizens, city employees and 
city councils.  She was always present 
at council meetings, and made sure all 
the details were well planned. 
 One word describes her through-
out all of those relationships with so 
many in Cleveland Heights—that 
word is grace.
 Susanna headed off to a well-
deserved retirement on May 2. I wish 
her all the best as she starts her next 
adventure in Cleveland Heights.

Gail Larson (CH Council Member)
Cleveland Heights
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of open-pollinated, non-GMO seeds, 
and aims to develop a regional alliance 
of seed savers dedicated to the creation 
of a locally adapted seed supply. This 
helps to preserve biodiversity and pro-
mote local, heirloom varieties of plants.
 Supplies and varieties will vary 
from branch to branch, so customers 
are encouraged to stop by each, to 
explore the available seeds.
 Heights Libraries is one of seven 
library systems in Cuyahoga, Lorain 
and Lake counties to host seed banks; 
others include Cleveland, Rocky River, 
Shaker Heights and Willoughby public 
libraries.
 “One in five Ohioans is food inse-
cure, meaning they do not know where 
their next meal will come from and lack 
access to enough food for an active and 
healthy lifestyle, as measured by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture,” reads a state-
ment on the Cleveland Seed Bank’s web-
site. “Seed libraries offer opportunities to 
access healthy and affordable food.”
 Customers can access the seed 
banks anytime Heights Libraries 
branches are open. More information 
is available online at heightslibrary.org.

Sheryl Banks is the communications man-
ager for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System.

seed banks continued from page 1

ballot Issue 9 provides 
a lesson about petitions
Robert Shwab 

There is a lesson to be learned 
from the fiasco of the Issue 9 vote, 
which created much gratuitous 
expense and effort to defeat a 
dubious referendum. 
 Fortunately, voters steered 
clear of the reputational harm a 
“yes” vote would have caused.
 Next time, as you are walking 
to your car and approached by 
an earnest petitioner with a clip-
board, do not sign it—at least, not 
without asking some questions.
 Let’s not make a habit of gov-
ernment by referendum. Petitions 
and referendums have saddled 
Cleveland Heights with such time-
wasting and misguided resolutions 
as a day devoted to anti-business 
speeches (deceptively named 
“Democracy Day”), and the [des-
ignation of the city as a] “Nuclear-
Free” zone.
 Our republic has moved be-
yond the ancient Greek-style of 
democracy by referendum. We 
elect representatives—a mayor 
and city council—and they hire 
professional staff and outside ex-
perts, as needed, to study issues. 
Impacted or interested commu-

nity members have a chance to 
weigh in. Our elected officials then 
reach a decision. When their terms 
expire, we can judge the results.
 This system has its faults and 
failures through cronyism, vested 
interests, and back-door deals, but 
it is better than the alternative 
chaos of petition-signing activ-
ism.
 So, challenge the petitioner 
to address both sides of the issue. 
Ask if they have discussed the mat-
ter with City Hall staff or elected 
officials. Find out why no officials 
support the initiative. Ask who 
might be adversely affected or op-
pose this petition. 
 Do your own research, and 
speak with someone in govern-
ment, local business, or with 
knowledge of the issue. Post the 
idea on social media for feedback. 
Then, when you are convinced that 
you have uncovered some con-
spiracy against progress or justice, 
and not one official will listen, sign 
the petition.

Robert Shwab is an arbitrator for 
FINRA and a business consultant. He 
has lived in Cleveland Heights since 
2000.

on the various discussion topics to 
inform the small-group conversa-
tions. This type of crowdsourcing 
introduces a wide spectrum of 
perspectives into each forum.
 While many traditional forums 
feature a panel discussion that al-
lows for audience questions, the 
organizers of this series wanted to 
give Heights residents a chance to 
learn from one another and build 
community, while focusing on what 
is actionable by participants and 
other residents.  
 The first session in the con-
versation series, in which partici-
pants discussed sustainability and 
earth-friendly practices, took place 
on April 27. The June 28 event 
is the second of four; the next 
two Crowdsourced Conversation 
forums will explore community 

crowdsourced continued from page 1

safety and civic engagement.
 This forum series is planned 
through a partnership of Heights 
organizations, including the Fu-
tureHeights Community & Civ-
ic Engagement Committee, the 
Cleveland Heights Green Team, 
the Home Repair Resource Center, 
the City of Cleveland Heights Ra-
cial Justice Task Force, the Racial 
Inequity Repair Committee of 
Forest Hill Church, and represen-
tatives of Cleveland Heights City 
Council.
 Pre-registration is encouraged 
for each forum in the series. To 
learn more about Crowdsourced 
Conversations #2: Housing & 
Neighborhood Preservation, and 
to register, visit futureheights.org/
crowdsourced-conversations-2-hous-
ing/.

Sarah Wolf is the community-build-
ing programs manager at Future-
Heights.

Advertise 
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Pride is insistence in the 
face of intense resistance
Kahlil Seren

Pride is not a month. Pride is 
the insistence that the LG-
BTQ+ community deserves real 
respect and substantive access 
to the rights that we all expect 
to enjoy. 
 The United States of America 
is still a place where the simple act 
of outwardly expressing who you 
are inside can be, and has been, a 
death sentence—where choosing 
not to hide who you love can lead 
to a violent response. It is for that 
reason that Pride is, and has to be, 
every day of our lives.
 I was raised by two moms, 
out lesbians, who have been un-
ashamed of who they are for as long 
as I’ve known them. 
 They taught me that our si-
lence will not protect us (thank you 
Audre Lorde). 
 In fact, if you are shamed or 
scared into silence, it won’t just 
hurt you. It will harm everyone 
who may otherwise have relied on 
your bravery and used your Pride 
as an example to follow. 
 I saw firsthand how my moth-
ers’ Pride inspired others who were 
able to find the strength to come 
out and live authentic lives.
 I also saw how their Pride 
inspired people to grow from big-
otry, fear, and rejection—beyond 
tolerance—to acceptance, respect, 
and love. In that way, Pride is a 
service to our community, opening 
people’s eyes and making the world 
safer and more understanding.
 But despite the service of my 
parents (both as activists and as 
people just living their lives in the 
open), and all of the brave humans 
who put themselves on the line in 
riots, parades, advocacy campaigns, 
and legal battles, there is still a co-
ordinated attack on the humanity 

of the LGBTQ+ community.
 Those who oppose full equality 
and respect are passing laws across 
the country to force LGBTQ+ chil-
dren into closets, endanger their 
lives, and punish the people who 
would seek to support and care for 
them. 
 They will not stop there. All of 
our rights are intertwined, which 
means any one person’s fight for 
justice is everyone’s fight. 
 The U.S. Supreme Court, a 
body we’ve entrusted with the 
power to protect our rights, is 
instead working right now to deny 
our right to an abortion. In itself 
that is enough for rage and riot, but 
they will not stop there.
 Along with abortion, they 
would take our rights to privacy 
and bodily autonomy. After all, 
what claim to “settled law” status 
can Lawrence v. Texas or Oberge-
fell v. Hodges have if Roe v. Wade 
and Casey v. Planned Parenthood 
fall? 
 The disingenuous would try 
to convince you that we are not 
all put at risk; but as Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. taught us, injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere. And this persistent 
coalition of bigots, misogynists, 
and theocrats have made their 
intentions clear for decades.
 During this Pride Month, and 
every month after, I hope that 
you remember that silence isn’t a 
shield, it only steals the strength of 
community and encourages greater 
trespass. 
 Show up as who you are and 
speak out for what you believe. 
Join us who fight for freedom and 
equality. They will not stop here, 
until we stop them.

The Honorable Kahlil Seren is the first 
elected mayor of Cleveland Heights.
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“Expanding my curiosity about life 
 is what it’s all about.”

Joe Coyle

Judson Park  Cleveland Heights  |  Judson Manor  University Circle  |  South Franklin Circle  Chagrin Falls

 Learn more about how Judson can bring your retirement years to life! 
judsonsmartliving.org   |  216.350.0326

Completely engaged. That’s how Joe Coyle  

feels about his life at Judson Manor.  

An award-winning journalist who has lived in  

Paris, Santa Fe, and New York City, he arrived in 

July 2020 via the suggestion of a fellow resident. 

He’s been delighted ever since. 

“As a writer, I enjoy spending time alone, and 

these surroundings are perfect: my apartment is 

quiet, and the views overlooking the Cleveland 

Museum of Art are lovely. But by far the best  

part of Judson is the people. Everyone is so  

knowledgeable about art and  

culture. I wanted to have 

stimulating company to spend  

my time with, and I’ve found  

that here. These are wonderful,  

interesting people,” says Joe. 

Read the full story at 
judsonsmartliving.org/blog

 

Focused Tattoo welcomes all 

1846 Coventry Road, #400 
Upstairs from Guys Pizza 

 

CH should not invest in broadband Internet
Alan Rapoport

You may remember Betamax. It was 
fine for recording and playing videos. 
But then along came VHS, and Beta-
max went the way of the dinosaurs. 
Then the DVD effectively replaced 
VHS. Now streaming video is making 
the DVD obsolete.
 All this brings to mind a recent pre-
sentation before the Municipal Services 

Committee of Cleveland Heights City 
Council by the Citizens for Heights 
Municipal Broadband. As it states on 
its website [https://heightsbroadband.com], 
this group wishes the city to pay for “a 
new utility, a publicly owned Internet 
Service Provider (ISP) connecting fiber 
Internet to 100% of Cleveland Heights 
residents, businesses, and municipal 
services.” It wants the city to make a 
major financial commitment to an old 
technology at taxpayer expense.
 No council member at that initial 
presentation pushed back against 
this ridiculous proposal. To be fair, 
discussion then was only preliminary. 
Hopefully, council members will be 
skeptical in the future. But at that 
initial meeting, no one expressed any 
of three obvious concerns:
 First, our city does not have spare 
cash to spend. At a time when taxes 
are high and inflation is raging, local 
government should be doing less and 
not more. This project will involve 
consultant fees, construction costs, 
and the use of a lot of staff time. It 
will be extremely expensive. A new 
publicly owned utility should be 
considered an unaffordable luxury.
 Second, our city should not invest 
in a technology that soon will be obso-

lete. True, many residents are not well 
connected to the Internet. Some are 
unable or unwilling to pay connection 
costs. Others have problems with poor 
offerings of current Internet providers. 
But all that most certainly will change: 
5G is becoming more available, and 6G 
is on the near horizon. Elon Musk re-
cently demonstrated an alternative to 
fiber optic cable by providing satellite 
Internet access in Ukraine. Cleveland 
Heights should not adopt something 
trendy today that almost certainly will 
be irrelevant tomorrow.
 Third, our city should not go into 
competition with private companies. 
It is being asked to use a frankly 
socialist approach to the provision 
of Internet access. Council instead 
should take actions to encourage 
current Internet service providers to 
increase and improve their offerings.
 This proposal for government 
Internet service is awful, and should 
not be allowed by council members 
to distract them from a pursuit of 
more important projects.

Alan Rapoport, a longtime resident 
of Cleveland Heights, served on CH 
City Council (1980–87) and as mayor 
(1982–87).

husband, the noted pianist and visual 
artist Roman Rabinovich, who, along-
side his wife and father-in-law, is an 
artistic director of ChamberFest.
 Nicknamed the “Chamberhood,” 
ChamberFest Cleveland will celebrate 
its 10th anniversary June 16 to July 3, 
and the house on Guilford Road—
dubbed “The House that Sings” by a 
documentary filmmaker—will once 
again serve as its hub.
 Rehearsals, meetings, meals and 
musical conviviality will fill the Tudor 
home. And the “hood” will help make 
the festival happen.
 Nearly all of the musicians, some 
of whom come from as far away as 
Israel and the Netherlands, are hosted 
by local families in their homes.
 “My wife Anne Unversagt and I 
have been hosting musicians in our 
home for years in support of chamber 
music in Greater Cleveland,” said 
Cleveland Heights resident Richard P. 
Goddard. “These hosting experiences 
have led to real friendships with amaz-
ing artists who enrich the culture scene 
in Cleveland Heights, and whose pres-
ence benefits our entire community.”
 Neighbors also pitch in to help 
keep the back porch “green room” 
stocked with fruit and healthy snacks, 
as well as freshly brewed coffee, com-
pliments of Phoenix Coffee on Lee 
Road, a favorite stop for the musicians 
during their stays.
 The generosity and arts-loving 
spirit of the Cleveland Heights com-
munity has nurtured ChamberFest 
Cleveland from day one. Welcome 
bags for the artists are prepared by 
neighborhood volunteers and include 
a treat from Mitchell’s Fine Choco-
lates, another place where musicians 
can be found in a free moment, some-
times after a meal at Anatolia Cafe. 
Late night post-rehearsal and post-
concert hangs at the house invariably 
include a few choice bottles of wine 
from The Wine Spot. 
 In its 10th season, ChamberFest 
has planned 12 concerts throughout 
Greater Cleveland. For more infor-
mation about the dates, times and 
locations of the concerts, visit cham-
berfestcleveland.com.

Jacqueline Taylor lived on Coleridge Road 
in Cleveland Heights for 10 years, and 
is the executive director of ChamberFest 
Cleveland.

guilford road continued from page 1
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In Our 
Loft 

Susie Kaeser 

Denial is the act of declaring some-
thing to be untrue. Sadly, we have 
lawmakers who want to deny the 
existence of racism. This kind of 
denial amounts to lying. It inflicts 
pain on those whose lives are be-
ing denied, and makes the denier 
untrustworthy. 
 Denial also has a psychological 
definition: self-protection from un-
comfortable truths. For many of us 
living with painful experiences and 
loss, denial is useful. It allows us to 
go about our lives with a semblance 
of normalcy. On the other hand, 
explicit recognition of painful 
emotions can produce healing and 
a chance to move forward—an affir-
mation of our agency and humanity. 
 I find it outrageous that state 
Reps. Mike Loychick (R-Bazetta) 
and Jean Schmidt (R-Loveland) have 
introduced legislation that would 
supposedly protect us from the 
painful historical and current reality 
that racism, sexism, homophobia, 
hate and structural inequality exist. 
Their solution: bury these topics 
from view. Their legislation, H.B. 
616, would make it illegal to discuss 
the truth in Ohio’s public schools. 
Teachers accused of telling the truth 
by encouraging an open exchange 
about difficult issues could lose their 
teaching licenses, and any school 
where this takes places could lose 
state funding. 
 Apparently, these legislators 
find the truth to be so upsetting 
that they must protect themselves 
and everyone else by prohibiting 
discussion of these realities. In-
stead of encouraging understand-
ing, reducing conflict and fear, or 
promoting unity through open 
discussion, they prefer denial. 
 Their legislation censors the 
content of classroom discussion 
in favor of indoctrinating youth 
with the history and cultural values 
that make the authors comfort-
able. This is an overreach of their 
authority. 
 They are using the law to 
impose a kind of psychological 
defense of denial for all of us. Leg-
islators have no right to require 
denial. Do they really think one can 
prohibit, by mandate, discussion 
of things that students see every 
day? These two cultural warriors 
are degrading public office and 
public trust by selecting the truth 
they like, enforcing silence, and 
encouraging people to lie. The bill 
rejects the essence of education, 
and does not fit in a democracy. 
 Fortunately, the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Board 
of Education (BOE) will not stand 
for this nonsense. At its May 
3 meeting, BOE Member Dan 
Heintz introduced a resolution 

Legislating denial won’t change reality
to oppose H.B. 616. Said Heintz, 
“There is so much wrong with this 
bill that it is genuinely hard to 
know where to begin.” He listed 
the lawmakers’ desire to deny the 
existence of institutional racism, 
the hypocrisy of protecting stu-
dents from indoctrination, and the 
efforts of small-government advo-
cates trying to micromanage local 
schools. The resolution received 
unanimous support. 
 Our community has acknowl-
edged that discrimination, op-
pression, injustice and structural 
inequality are real and harmful. 
We try to dismantle the barriers 
to equality and validate our shared 
humanity by confronting our own 
behavior through public policy and 
practice. 
 Cleveland Heights is a national 
model of integrated living because 
we put the issues at the center of 
community activism, city govern-
ment and public education. We 
are state leaders in the search 
for equity in education outcomes 
because we put success for all chil-
dren at the center of our education 
policy. Now, two Ohio lawmakers 
who know nothing about our com-
munity and its values want to tell 
us what is good for us. They want 
us to hide the truth, retreat from 
our values, and abandon our kids. 
Really? 
 The BOE resolution rejects 
H.B. 616, and we should all do the 
same. It urges the legislators to “re-
turn to their traditional home-rule 
stance by not imposing their cul-
tural agenda onto our community.” 
 The schoolhouse has become 
the battlefield for a culture war 
promoting fear and chaos. I am 
grateful that our local elected lead-
ers stepped up to challenge the 
most recent legislation designed 
to take us backward. We need to 
stand with them. 

Susie Kaeser moved to Cleveland 
Heights in 1979. She is the former direc-
tor of Reaching Heights, and is active 
with the Heights Coalition for Public 
Education and the League of Women 
Voters. A community booster, she is the 
author of a book about local activism, 
Resisting Segregation.

THe COMMON 
gOOd

• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

 www.ustonroof.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA

2026 Murray Hill Road, No. 104, Cleveland
boltandspool.com  Follow @boltandspool

A Cloth Merchant

8000 Square f�t of supervised play
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Locally & organically grown Funny Times. 
Your family will love it.

Call 216.371.8600 to give a year of laughter  
to all those you love to laugh with. 

CARTOON BY MEG BIDDLE  |  REPRINTED FROM FUNNY TIMES  |  P0 BOX 18530  |  CLEVELAND HTS OH 44118  |  FUNNYTIMES.COM

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 

This column begins our seventh year 
of collaborating on Heights of De-
mocracy. We are grateful to the Heights 
Observer staff, readers who respond 
to us in writing and face-to-face, city 
officials and personnel, and everyone 
else who puts up with us—critics and 
supporters alike. It is a pleasure and 
a privilege to have this outlet for our 
opinions on the workings of, and chal-
lenges to, democracy at the local level.
 In our first Heights of Democracy 
column, “How ‘public’ is public educa-
tion?” we wrote about some terrific 
testimony presented by two Cleve-
land Heights High School seniors, 
at the January 2016 Democracy Day 
public hearing in front of Cleveland 
Heights City Council. Since Elijah 
Snow-Rackley and Emma Schubert 
recounted their experiences with the 
privatization of public education, 
things have only gotten worse—in the 
schools and in most other American 
public institutions.
 What is Democracy Day? In 2013, 
with 77 percent of the vote, Cleveland 
Heights voters passed a citizens’ initia-
tive calling for a 28th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution, to establish that 
human beings, not corporate entities, 
have constitutional rights, and that 
money is not speech. The initiative 
also created, by city ordinance, an an-
nual public hearing on these topics. 
Ours is one of 12 Ohio cities to have 
passed such an initiative. This is not 
a partisan issue, and the supporting 
organization, Move to Amend, is non-
partisan.
 The city’s ninth annual Democ-
racy Day event will take place on 
Thursday, June 9, at 7 p.m., at Cleve-
land Heights City Hall, in council 
chambers. With our governor and 
other members of the state redistrict-
ing commission thumbing their noses 
at Ohio Supreme Court orders to draw 
the fair district maps that Ohioans 
deserve; with FirstEnergy getting 
away with only fines for creating the 
biggest bribery scandal in Ohio his-
tory; with unregulated, unaccountable 

HeIgHTS OF 
deMOCRACY

political action committees bankroll-
ing candidates; and with the General 
Assembly still gaming school funding 
to the detriment of public education, 
we will have plenty to talk about.
 In a 2017 column, “Corporate per-
sonhood and Ohio,” we wrote about 
the radical document that was Ohio’s 
original Constitution, signed by Presi-
dent Thomas Jefferson in 1802. We 
pointed out that “tension between 
corporate interests and the public 
good has been a feature of civic life in 
Ohio for a long time,” and that “[c]or-
porations could only be created one at 
a time, by petitioning the legislature, 
and were subject to strict rules.” Those 
rules included limits on the duration 
of a corporate charter, the amount 
of land a corporation could own, and 
capitalization or owners’ total invest-
ment. Critically, in addition, the state 
was required to issue each corporate 
charter for a specific purpose, and was 
allowed to revoke it.
 Ohio’s Constitution has seen 
several revisions, most notably and 
democratically in 1912; but despite 
the many ways that corporations have 
usurped government powers since 
then, the state still has the power to 
revoke corporate charters. We must 
ask, then, why is FirstEnergy still in 
existence?
 A lawsuit recently filed by First-
Energy shareholders notes, “The 
public and investors have suffered 
enough from FirstEnergy’s above-the-
law attitude. It is a confessed criminal 
enterprise, based not on one isolated 
crime, but rather a years-long crime 
spree targeting the public and its 
investors.” (Ohio Capital Journal, April 
25, 2022.) So what will it take to put 
FirstEnergy out of business?
 Are you fired up about abuses of 
corporate power and the gazillions of 
dollars distorting our politics beyond 
recognition? Share what you know by 
testifying at, or listen and learn from 
your fellow citizens on, Democracy 
Day 2022, June 9, 7 p.m., at CH City 
Hall. See you there!

Deborah Van Kleef  and Carla 
Rautenberg are writers, editors and 
longtime residents of Cleveland 
Heights. Contact them at heightsde-
mocracy@gmail.com.

Join us for Democracy Day

Clevelan� Heights 

Tigers 
Youth football & chee� 

Dl'"ive-up Reg ist�'ltion 
Saturd<1y, June 4, 11 & 18, 2022 

2:00-4:00 PM 

Denison Park parking lot
 1015 Quarry Road

Cleveland Hts, OH 44118 

or register online:
www.heightstiget"Syouthsports.oi-g 

(04ch P4yt1e for footbqll: 216.906.4992; mcp4yt1e74@gm4il.com 
Coqeh Nellie for cheer: 216.571 .0000; coqehnellie@gm4il.com 

Grades K-6

$150 for cheer

$175 for football

$25 due at registration

AAU Track & Field

Grades K-12:

Learn more online

The OFFICIAL feeder program
 for Heights schools

2747 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106
www.stpauls-church.org

Bluegrass Eucharist
9 a.m. | June 26, July 17, 
August 7, & September 4

Summer Worship
7:45 a.m. | Holy Eucharist 
Spoken service

9 a.m. | Holy Eucharist (ASL) 
Outdoor Service

10:30 a.m. | Holy Eucharist 
(livestreamed)
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You’ll miss ‘em
when they’re gone
We’re great at removing trees—and even 
better at keeping them healthy & beautiful 

since 2001

Pruning 
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems
Disease Identification

Immunization 
Stump Grinding 
Tree Removal 
Yard Expansion & more ...

440-463-7379
RipleyTreeService.com

24/7 Emergency Services | Free Estimates | Full Residential Services

ISA Certified
Arborist

#OH-6536A

UH will celebrate city’s first Juneteenth at The Walt
Mike Cook

The inaugural University Heights 
Juneteenth Celebration will take 
place on Sunday, June 19, 1:30–8:30 
p.m., at Walter Stinson Commu-
nity Park.
 Juneteenth is the holiday com-
memorating the end of slavery by 
marking the day enslaved people 
in Texas learned they were free.
 Last year, after Juneteenth 
became a national holiday, Mayor 
Michael Dylan Brennan called for 
the establishment of a Citizens 
Committee to plan for an annual 
celebration. Geoff Englebrecht 
swerved out of his lane as the city’s 
director of Housing and Commu-
nity Development to help organize 
the city’s celebration.
 “For both visitors and resi-
dents, I am hoping they are both 
educated and entertained during 
the event,” Englebrecht said. “I 
believe the Juneteenth celebra-
tion will help showcase the city as 
a great place to visit, and will give 
residents something they will be 
able to enjoy and look forward to 
every year.”
 Performers at UH’s Juneteenth 
celebration will include the All 
City Choir; DJ Marcus Alan Ward; 
local poets, including Raja Belle 
Freeman; dancers; and a concert by 
Forecast. Local Black fraternities 
and sororities will participate. The 
emcee for the event will be Kierra 

Cotton from WKYC-TV.
 Food trucks will be on site at 
The Walt, including The Dawg 
Bowl Cajun Cuisine.
 Forecast will headline the 
event. A quintet from Cleveland, 
Forecast plays a musical blend of 
jazz, funk, rock, reggae and pop. 
The group has served as the house 
band for the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
and the stage band for the regional 

Emmy Awards.
 Cotton, the event’s emcee, 
shares with WKYC-TV’s audience 
the top-trending stories in enter-
tainment during her daily segment, 
“Pop Break.” She covers additional 
stories, with a focus on local busi-
nesses, the Black community, and 
unique characters across Northeast 
Ohio.
 Members of the city’s planning 

Forecast will headline UH’s Juneteenth Celebration at Walter Stinson Community Park.

Kierra Cotton, digital reporter for WKYC, will be 
the emcee for the inaugural University Heights 
Juneteenth Celebration.

committee, who helped make the 
event possible, are Alicia Sloan, 
Lauwanna Anderson, Faye Benson, 
Saundra Berry, and UH Council 
Member Justin Gould.
 This year, Juneteenth falls on 
Father’s Day—an overlap that 
Englebrecht considers perfect. “In-
stead of just grilling out at home, 
bring your dad to Juneteenth,” 
Englebrecht said. “It’s a family-
friendly event that everyone will 
enjoy.”

Mike Cook is the communications and 
civic engagement coordinator for Uni-
versity Heights.
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Cleveland Heights honors Susanna 
Niermann O’Neil on her retirement

On May 2, Mayor Kahlil Seren and Cleveland Heights City Council members honored Susanna Niermann O’Neil on 
her last day of work for the city, and thanked her for her 46 years of service. Niermann O’Neill began working at CH 
City Hall in 1976; the building’s atrium has now been renamed in her honor. From left to right: CH Council Member 
Tony Cuda, Council Member Josie Moore, Council vice President Craig Cobb, Council President Melody Joy Hart, 
retired CH City Manager Susanna Niermann O’Neil, CH Mayor Kahlil Seren, Council Member Anthony Mattox Jr., 
Council Member gail Larson, and Council Member davida Russell.

Free	books	mailed		
to	your	young	child!	

If	your	child	is		
4	years	old	or	younger	

and	lives	in	Cuyahoga	County	
Please	register	online	at:	

Imagina5onLibrary.com	

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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APRIL 18, 2022

Present were Mayor Kahlil Seren, 
Council President Melody Joy Hart, 
and council members Tony Cuda, 
Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Josie 
Moore, and davida Russell. Also pres-
ent were Susanna Niermann O’Neil, 
city manager; Amy Himmelein, clerk of 
council and finance director; and Wil-
liam Hanna, law director. Council Vice 
President Craig Cobb was not present.

Public comments
Robin Van Lear, representing Coventry 
PEACE Inc., announced the desire [of 
the building’s tenants] to purchase 
the former Coventry School building. 
She voiced dissatisfaction with recent 
Cleveland Heights - University Heights 
Public Library Board decisions regard-
ing property management, leases and 
rents, and urged city council to support 
the group’s efforts.

Denison Park splash pad RFP
Mayor Seren notified council that a 
request for proposal (RFP) would be 
issued for the creation of a splash pad 
at denison Park.

First readings
On first reading, council approved:
•���Extension�of� the�admissions� tax� sus-

pension.
•��Authorization� for� participation� in�

the OdOT Cooperative Purchasing 
Program for road salt for winter 
2022–23.

•��Authorization� for� the� mayor� to� con-
tract with Glaus, Pyle, Schomer, Burns, 
and deHaven Inc., for engineering 
services to design traffic signal system 
upgrades on Monticello Boulevard.

•��Authorization� for�ODOT� to� improve�
sidewalks and pedestrian crossings.

Street assessments
Council renewed special assessments for 
2023 and 2024, at the current rate, to 
fund a portion of street lighting expen-
ses, and a portion of street improvements 
and snow removal.

Executive session permission
Council amended Chapter 107 of the 
city code to permit executive sessions for 
purposes [referenced] in Section 107.01, 
or for any purposes allowed under the 
Ohio Revised Code.

LWV Observer: Jill Tatem.

MAy 2, 2022

The mayor and all council members 
were present, as were the city manager 
(acting as clerk of council) and law 
director.

Public comments
Penny Allen, an officer of Friends of 
Horseshoe Lake, announced that [the 
group] will be presenting an alternative 
plan from its engineers and experts for 
the future design of Horseshoe Lake. 
Another resident noted the amendment 
to the Horseshoe Lake ordinance that 
encourages openness to alternative 
plans, thus obligating council to consider 
such proposals.

Actions passed on first reading
Council passed several items on first 
reading including:
•��Authorizing� a� contract� with� Janus�

Small Associates for council retreat 
facilitation services, in the amount 
of $2,700.

Cleveland Heights City Council 

meeting highlights

•��Appointing�Josie�Moore�to�the�Doan�
Brook Watershed Partnership board.

•��Recognizing�City�Manager�Susanna�
Niermann O’Neil’s 46 years of ser-
vice to the city, and naming the city 
hall atrium in her honor. (A ceremony 
and reception took place after the 
meeting.)

Actions passed on second reading 
Council authorized participation in 
the NOPEC Green Community Choice 
Program for residents, businesses, and 
other electric consumers for the city’s 
electric aggregation program starting 
January 2023. 
 Council authorized agreements with 
Wade Trim Inc. for professional engineer-
ing services for the Sanitary Sewer Over-
flow Control Project. Each [agreement] is 
for different [parts] of the project; one is 
not to exceed $294,118, and the second 
[is] not to exceed $738,000. 

Taylor Tudor Plaza
Also on second reading, council autho-
rized the mayor to negotiate a memo-
randum of understanding with WXZ de-
velopment Inc. for the redevelopment of 
Taylor Tudor Plaza. WXZ was considered 
to be the most qualified respondent with 
the most comprehensive vision.

Committee reports and council 
member comments
Community Relations and Recreation 
Committee: Council Member Russell 
announced a VERGE summer youth em-
ployment program for about 200 young 
people, 18 to 24 years old, in partner-
ship with local businesses. The positions 
will pay $15 per hour.
 Housing and Building Committee: 
Council Member Cuda mentioned a 
meeting [held] earlier [in the] evening 
to discuss foreclosed and tax-delinquent 
properties, on which $18 million is owed.
 Municipal Services Committee: 
Council Member Moore reported that 
the committee has discussed increasing 
sidewalk shoveling and tree canopy. 
Every Sunday at 10 a.m. there is an in-
vasive species cleanup at Lower Shaker 
Lake. 
 Planning and development Com-
mittee: Council Member Mattox Jr. said 
the committee discussed the Taylor-Tudor 
project last week. He urged residents to 
submit ideas for the renovation project. 
 Public Safety and Health Commit-
tee: Council Member Larson {said she] 
had discussed the lead certification 
project with the law director. This will 
be the topic of the committee’s June 21 
meeting.

Susanna Niermann O’Neil retires
Throughout the meeting, council mem-
bers made comments praising Niermann 
O’Neil and her service to the city. She 
spoke at the end of the meeting, thanking 
council for naming the atrium in her hon-
or. She said the [46] years [she worked 
for the city] went fast, and thanked the 
city’s law directors for helping her get 
things right.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

Meeting packets, legislation, and other 
information can be found at www.cleve-
landheights.com/1142/2021-Agendas-
and-Minutes.
 Videos of council meetings can 
be viewed at www.youtube.com/user/
ClevelandHeightsOH.

phrase: “If it has a neck, you don’t 
have to check. But when in doubt, 
throw it out.”
 Be sure to keep non-recyclables 
out of the blue cart. Mixing recy-
clables and non-recyclables can 
cause an entire load of materials to 
be redirected to a landfill, which will 
increase the city’s costs, and is bad for 
the environment.
 City employees are driving new 
trucks that allow a single driver/op-
erator to use a robotic arm to pick up 
and empty refuse and recycling carts 
along their routes. To get to the carts, 
the operator needs to pull the truck 
as close as possible to the curb; leave 
at least 10 feet between the carts and 
any vehicles parked on the street.
 The truck’s robotic arm needs 
to reach the carts, so they need to be 
within 3 feet of the curb and can’t be 
behind any obstructions. 
 The robotic arm needs room to 
maneuver, so be sure to leave at least 
3 feet between the carts.
 Make sure the carts’ lids open 
toward the street. Make sure to 
close the carts’ lids, and don’t leave 
anything sitting on them.
 The adjacent list (at right) out-
lines what materials can and cannot  
be recycled. If you have questions 
about materials that aren’t listed, 
many answers can be found online at 
www.cuyahogarecycles.org.
 You can download a copy of 
the city’s 2022 Residents’ Refuse 
and Recycling Guide at www.cleve-
landheights.gov/DocumentCenter/
View/10823/Residents-Refuse-Recycling-
Guide-2022.
 The new program has had an 
immediate impact: Carts now line 
Cleveland Heights’ tree lawns on 
collection days instead of bags, and 
yards are cleaner because animals 
have fewer opportunities to tear open 
bags.
 If you have questions or con-
cerns about your carts and the au-
tomated collection program, fill out 
the form available at www.cleveland-
heights.gov/1430/Refuse-and-Recycling-
Cart-Homepage, and a Public Works 
Department employee will contact 
you. 
 The city of Cleveland Heights is 
committed to helping everyone make 
this transition successfully

Collette Clinkscale is the director of public 
works for the city of Cleveland Heights. 
Mike Thomas is the city’s director of com-
munications and public engagement.

recycling continued from page 1

Recyclables and non- 
recyclables in CH
The following is a list of items that are, and are 
not, recyclable in Cleveland Heights. To search 
additional items, visit www.cuyahogarecycles.org.

RECYCLaBLES
Plastic bottles and jugs
Aluminum cans
Steel/tin cans
Newspapers
Cardboard
Mixed office paper and junk mail
glass bottles and jars 

non-RECYCLaBLES
Butter/margarine containers
Clamshells
Cottage cheese containers
Flowerpots and planters
Fruit and pudding cups
Plastic coffee pods
Prescription medication bottles
Produce containers
Whipped topping containers
Yogurt cups and tubs

non-Recyclable Plastic, Vinyl, and Rubber
durable plastic
Hoses
Outside plastic furniture
Plastic bags (Some grocery stores accept 
these for recycling.)
Plastic buckets
Plastic cups
Plastic cutlery
Plastic hangers
Plastic plates
Plastic toys
Polyvinyl chloride (PvC) pipes
Rigid vinyl
Spray nozzles and pumps
vinyl siding

non-Recyclable Paper
Carbon paper
Facial tissues
Napkins
Paper towels
Plastic laminated paper
Sanitary products
Stickers/laminated paper
Thermal fax/receipt paper
Wax paper

non-Recyclable Packaging
Cat litter containers
Cereal box liners
Compact disc jackets
empty motor oil and antifreeze jugs
Pet food bags
Pizza boxes
Plastic six-pack rings
Plastic packaging
Styrofoam
Takeout containers

non-Recyclable Glass
drinking glasses
light bulbs
Mirrors
Window glass

non-Recyclable Metal
batteries and electronics
Chains
Cords
e-waste/technology trash (Take e-waste to 
the Cleveland Heights Transfer Station, 2593 
Mayfield Road.)
Metal cookware
Metal hangers
Scrap metal
wires

other non-Recyclable Materials
Clothes (Place clothes that cannot be donated 
in your refuse cart.)
Food and liquids
Yard waste (dispose of yard waste in kraft 
paper bags or in tied bundles.)Advertise in the Heights Observer
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The city of Cleveland Heights distributed blue recycling bins and green refuse bins in April.
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Celebrate growing, gardening, going green with us by signing up for our Summer Reading 
Program! Preschoolers through Teens select a prize book at sign up and after reading 
for 30 days, all the while earning raffle tickets for a chance to win some awesome grand 
prizes! Parents: don’t forget to sign up your babies and toddlers for our preschool 
program! 

Adults shouldn’t feel left out. They’ll have their own summer reading program, with 
garden-focused prizes like a two-person yearlong membership to the Cleveland Botanical 
Garden and Holden Arboretum, a gardening prize package including a $50 Bremec 
Garden Center gift card and gardening books, and an indoor herb garden grow kit. 

www.heightslibrary.orgRegister at any branch starting June 6. 

SUMMER READING  
JUNE 6 - AUGUST 31

Mark Souther

Grant Wilson Deming, a native of 
Sarnia, Ontario, moved to Cleve-
land with his brothers in the 1890s. 
They quickly became fixtures in 
local real-estate development. 
 The Demings built upper-
middle-class residential districts 
in Cleveland’s Glenville area to 
the north of University Circle in 
the 1900s. Grant’s brother Barton 
set out on his own to redevelop 
Rockefeller’s old Euclid Golf Club 
in the “Heights” to the east, as a 
fashionable destination for Mil-
lionaires Row families seeking a 
more sylvan setting away from the 
city.  
 Grant Deming built his own 

ClEvElAND 
HEIgHTS 
LANdMARK 

home in 1909 at 3154 Redwood 
Road, just behind the present-day 
Zagara’s Marketplace.  Designated a 
Cleveland Heights landmark in 2003, 
it is an unusual design for Cleveland 
Heights because it reflects a late-
Victorian idiom more commonly 
found in older urban neighborhoods 
with homes constructed around the 
turn of the 20th century.
 Although the plan for Forest Hill 
would include its own grand boule-
vard, Washington Boulevard, as a 
fork off of Euclid Heights Boulevard, 
the earliest marked entrances to the 
allotment were on its north side, at 
the fork of Lincoln Boulevard and 
Woodward Avenue, and on its east 
side, where Redwood Road once met 
Lee Road (before it became part of 
Zagara’s Marketplace’s rear drive).
 Obelisk-shaped stone piers with 
pyramidal bases and decorative iron 
street signs flanked the Redwood en-
trance, which led directly to the site 
where Grant Deming built his family 

The Grant Deming House was unusual for its time

homestead in 1909. His choice of 
a homesite, at the farthest point 
from Cleveland’s eastward growth 
rather than on the Euclid Heights 

allotment side to the west, may 
have reflected a desire to live closer 
to the open countryside, if only for 
a short time.
 Deming’s homestead origi-
nally consisted of three lots, each 
50 feet by 202 feet, with the house 
occupying the center lot. The 
cross-gabled wood shingle home 
almost precisely replicated one 
built for the Deming Company’s 
secretary, Albert C. Newton, still 
standing at 10607 Drexel Ave. 
in the Grantwood allotment off 
East 105th Street in Cleveland’s 
Glenville neighborhood. Both 
houses reflect elements of the 
Queen Anne and Shingle styles, 
with cedar-shingle siding, half 
timbering in the side gables, ir-
regular massing, simple detailing, 
bay windows, and large porches. 
A matching carriage house with a 
front-gabled gambrel roof stands 
to the rear of the Deming house.
 In 1914 Deming added a cas-
tellated porte-cochere with a sec-
ond-story bedroom on the house’s 
east side. Deming employed two 
maids, a chauffeur, and full-time 
gardeners to tend his estate. Later, 
after World War II, the lot to the 
right of his house was sold for a 
new Cape Cod bungalow—as un-
usual in its 1910s to 1920s setting 
as Deming’s house.
 Since 1999, Mike Madorsky, 
Elizabeth Stern, and their children 
have called Deming’s house their 
home. Madorsky recalls meeting 
Grant Deming’s grandson late in 
his life.  Deming shared old photos 
and stories that add to the historic 
appeal of this Cleveland Heights 
landmark.

This article is adapted from Mark 
Souther’s National Register of His-
toric Places nomination for the Grant 
Deming House. Souther is a member 
of the CH Landmark Commission, 
which preserves and protects build-
ings, works of art and other objects 
of historical or architectural value 
to the community. The commission’s 
seven members are appointed to three-
year terms by CH City Council.

The grant deming House as it appeared in 2009. 
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Students join forces with Noble Litter Busters

Susan Sanders

Students, family and staff from CH-
UH district schools in the Noble 
neighborhood joined Noble Litter 
Busters to clean up school grounds 
in late April.
 Susan Clement, leader of the 
Litter Busters and organizer of the 
school grounds pickups, met with 
students to encourage their partici-
pation and share the importance of 
keeping neighborhoods litter free.  
 The principals of Noble El-
ementary, Oxford Elementary and 
Monticel lo Middle schools are 
enthusiastic about promoting litter 
awareness among their students.
 Noble Litter Busters began in 
2018 with the support of a Future-
Heights mini grant.

 Approximately 15 on-the-move 
neighborhood residents combine 
litter pickup with their regular 
exercise walks. They often can 
be spotted along Noble Road and 
throughout the neighborhood, in 
blue Noble Litter Buster vests. A 
sign encouraging and recognizing 
their efforts can be seen at the in-
tersection of Noble and Bluestone 
roads.
 New members are always wel-
come. If you’d like more informa-
tion on joining, or perhaps start-
ing a litter-busting group in your 
neighborhood, contact Clement at 
susan_clement48@yahoo.com.

Susan Sanders is a participant in Noble 
Neighbors, a community group working 
to make the neighborhoods along Noble 
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Student volunteers clean up the fence line at 
Monticello Middle School.

Helping display and 
preserve your art and 
memories since 1973

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
By appointment only

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-397-7671 woodtraderframing.com
Get $25 off on framing over $100

MOLA! 
MOLA! 
MOLA!

Stop in and learn about these fabulous 
works of art! Many to choose from, or 

bring yours to frame.

Monticello residents undertake a  
neighborhood curb-appeal project

Jan Milic

Residents of Monticello Boulevard have 
been working together to enhance the 
“curb appeal” of the 70 properties along 
the busy corridor from Lee Boulevard 
to N. Taylor Road. Extending through 
the east-west borders of Forest Hill, 
the corridor is a prominent showcase 
for Cleveland Heights.
 The project is simple: edging along 
both sides of the sidewalk, removing 
weeds from sidewalk cracks and along 
the curb, and removing debris from 
street gutters. 
 The project’s success ref lects 
residents’ interest in improving the 
appearance of this busy street. It also 
serves as an example to build aware-
ness of this simple process, to enhance 
curb appeal on other streets, in Forest 
Hill or elsewhere.
 The project was the idea of Nate 
Wright, a Forest Hill Home Owners 
trustee, who has lived on Monticello 
Boulevard for 36 years. The project’s 

co-leader, Clyde Henry, said that the 
beautiful impression the boulevard 
made on him 42 years ago was what 
made him decide to move to the 
neighborhood.
 The project’s first step was the 
distribution of flyers showing the 
difference edging can make, through 
before and after photographs. Edg-
ing and curb cleansing enhances the 
appearance of lawns as well as the 
entire street.
 Wright and Henry have achieved 
great success with their “simple” pro-
cess. Drivers on Monticello should 
notice a marked improvement in the 
street’s appearance, and residents 
can be happy with the work they 
did. Working together, residents also 
made new friends and met neighbors 
they did not previously know.

Jan Milic is a 46-year resident of Forest Hill. 
She is currently a trustee of Forest Hill Home 
Owners Inc., and has served as its president.
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A Monticello Boulevard sidewalk, before and after edging and weeding.

Your plumber, your neighbor
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

•  Experts in old  
homes

•   Water tanks &  
heating systems

•  Eco-friendly  
updates

•  Fully trained, licensed,  
bonded & insured

• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300
herbsplumbingandheating.com

yummy

fun

voted safest joint in town

“inda heights”

2196 lee road
cleveland heights

216.932.9000 mojocle.com

d i n i n g  room now open

Road friendly, safe, attractive and wel-
coming for everyone.
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Some of the Noble Litter Busters at work.
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

APRIL 19, 2022 - work session

Present, in person, were board members Dan 
Heintz, James Posch, Jodi Sourini, and Bev-
erly Wright. Board President Malia Lewis at-
tended virtually. Also present were Superin-
tendent Elizabeth Kirby and Treasurer Scott 
Gainer. 

Sexual harassment - root cause 
analysis
Karen Liddell-Anderson, director of student 
services, facilitated a committee convened in 
response to student complaints [about], and 
dissatisfaction with, the response of school 
leaders to reports of sexual harassment 
among the high school students. She present-
ed and defined the root cause analysis pro-
cess, designed to understand the root causes 
of a problem in order to effectively solve it. 
Once the root cause is identified, along with 
factors that can be controlled, solutions can 
be developed to eliminate, mitigate, or pre-
vent the identified problems. The committee 
of students, parents, and school staff (which 
included Title IX coordinators) identified con-
tributing issues and organized them into five 
groups by commonality: training needs, com-
munity partners, safe place or person, super-
vision and unsecured areas, and behavioral 
expectations. The committee did not find the 
dress code an issue, but it will be addressed. 

Action plan
In response to the committee’s recommenda-
tions, Superintendent Kirby proposed ongo-
ing training in sex-based harassment across 
stakeholder groups, which include staff, stu-
dents, and parents or guardians. She empha-
sized that this is a process that needs con-
tinued review, refinement, and adjustment. 
The district will continue to capitalize on 
community partnerships with the Cleveland 
Rape Crisis Center, MetroHealth, and others, 
to access resources and support for students.
 Communication is being expanded and 
signage revised in response to student re-
quests for simple directions on how to report 
feeling unsafe in school. 
 Bob Swaggard, director of curriculum 
and instruction, said the current curriculum 
is being audited in preparation for curricu-
lum writing during the summer. Inclusion of 
instruction in sex education and consent must 
align with Ohio policy. 
 The superintendent’s presentation is 
available online.

Board member comments 
Dan Heintz asked for clarification on how 
student complaints are handled, and by 
whom, because there are three different ju-
risdictions: the district code of conduct, Title 
IX, and law enforcement. Toia Robinson, 
coordinator of student services, responded: 
If Title IX receives the complaint and deter-
mines it is a Title IX concern, they handle the 
investigation. If it is not, then the district may 
[become involved]. 

LWV Observer: Rosemarie Fairman.

MAY 3, 2022 - regular meeting

All board members were present, as were 
the superintendent and the treasurer.

Public comments
A community member [expressed] concern 
about the district’s policy on fighting. She 
said it appeared that a victim in a fight is 
given the same punishment as the perpetra-
tor. She asked the district for clarification as 
to what a victim is supposed to do if there are 
no adults in the vicinity.

Bus depot bids
George Petkac, director of business and 
operations, reported that bids for the bus 
depot at Wiley have come in substantially 
higher than expected due to the increased 
cost of materials. The district chose to build 
a concrete base, rather than asphalt, for 
greater longevity. All board members were 
shocked at the price (nearly $2.8 million] 
but [indicated they] felt that, because the 
increase was due to increased material 
costs, little could be done. Board members 
enumerated many reasons why the district 
should continue to run the busing opera-
tions rather than contracting them out. They 
also discussed how busing improves student 
attendance and reduces tardiness. The 
board voted to accept the award for the bus 
depot contract.

Academic goals
Superintendent Kirby discussed academic 
goals one through four, and activities the 
district is engaged in to support those goals. 
This information is available online, in her 
PowerPoint report.

Resolution opposing Ohio HB 616
Dan Heintz introduced a resolution oppos-
ing Ohio House Bill 616. The bill is a con-
glomeration of Florida’s “Don’t Say Gay” 
bill and an anti-critical race theory bill. The 
board unanimously passed the resolution af-
ter lengthy discussion on the damage this bill 
would do to children’s education.

Treasurer’s report
Treasurer Gainer introduced a new tool he 
developed, Three Things. It offers a means 
of explaining the district finances in smaller 
chunks. His first “Thing” was that school fi-
nances will still be a shared responsibility 
between the state and the local community. 
Thing two is that residents pay 83 percent of 
property taxes in the district, as there is no 
significant manufacturing or business contri-
bution. Thing three is that property taxes are 
paid on 35 percent of the market value of 
the home.

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.

Documents for all board meetings can be 
accessed at www.chuh.org/BoardofEduca-
tion.aspx. Board meetings are livestreamed 
at www.youtube.com/CHUHSchools, and 
recorded for later viewing.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Board of Education 
Meeting highlights

COS scavenger hunt strengthens community connections
them to places such as the Preyer 
House, Roxboro tennis courts, 
The Alcazar, the Coventry Village 
and Lee Road libraries, Noble Fire 
Station, William Quilliam’s house, 
Lakeview Cemetery, and other 
landmarks.
 K id s  a nd  adu lt s  h ad  f u n 
discovering little-known facts about 
their neighborhoods. Karen Secor, 
a COS parent and Heights resident, 
said, “Completing last year’s and this 
year’s scavenger hunts has brought a 
renewed appreciation for the many 
hidden treasures our city has to 
offer.”
 As a way to support loca l 
businesses that had supported COS 
in the past, the school prepaid for 
items at Mitchell’s Chocolates and 
On the Rise Bakery, and then led 
participants to those locations for 
complimentary treats. Similarly, 
families were encouraged to stop 
by certain restaurants for dine-in or 
take-out meals, earning their teams 
points when they did. 
 Prizes were awarded to the 

write essays and build confidence 
in writing about themselves.
 Erin Horan, lead teacher of 
some of the workshops, said, “I 
want participants of all ages to gain 
confidence. I think that’s a big part 
of writing the college essay—feel-
ing confident in your voice, your 
identity, and yourself.”
 In addition to writing and 
editing college essays, workshop 
participants will engage in exer-
cises intended to teach them the 
social, emotional, and writing skills 
needed to work on personal narra-
tives in a larger context.
 Virtual workshops are sched-
uled for June 15, June 29, and July 
13, 6–7:30 p.m.
 For information on cost, and to 
register, visit https://lakeerieink.org/
college-essay.

Eli Millette works as the communications 
and outreach director at Lake Erie Ink. He 
lives in Cleveland Heights. 

winning teams—baskets filled with 
items and gift cards from additional 
local businesses. “We wanted to find 
a way to support our neighborhood 
businesses. They’re always so good 
to us, and we wanted to say ‘Thank 
you, we support you too,’ ” said co-
organizer Tara Pesta.
 This year’s scavenger hunt, 
which began at 3 p.m. on April 29 
and finished at noon on May 1, 
sent participants to On the Rise, 
Tommy’s, Mitchell’s Chocolates, 
Voodoo Brewery, Cilantro Taqueria, 

Eileen Ryan Ewen

For the second consecutive year, 
Communion of Saints (COS) school 
families hit the streets of Cleveland 
Heights for a scavenger hunt, 
solving clues about their city while 
supporting local businesses.
 In 2021, following numerous 
pandemic cancel lations, COS’s 
parent-teacher organization looked 
for a way to bring families together 
safely, and help local businesses that 
had struggled due to the pandemic. 
 Using the app GooseChase, 
f a m i l y  tea ms fol lowed c lues 
compiled by the scavenger hunt’s 
organizers. While some clues were 
local-trivia questions, solved by 
plugging the correct answer into 
the app, most of the riddles could 
only be solved by scavenger-hunt 
missions: lacing up running shoes, 
hopping on bicycles, or driving 
to different locations around the 
Heights. 
 Tapping into the city ’s rich 
history, teams solved clues that led 

Eli Millette

In January 2012, Lake Erie Ink 
(LEI), a writing space for youth 
based in Cleveland Heights, set 
out to help high school juniors and 
seniors prepare to write their col-
lege-application essays. Ten years 
after that inaugural workshop, LEI 
continues to offer students essay-
writing support.
 Starting in June, LEI will offer 
“What’s Your Story? College Essay 
Workshops” to help young people 

BottleHouse Brewery, Sophie la 
Gourmande, S’il Vous Play, and 
Koko Bakery. 
 Gif t ca rds and more were 
purchased from The Wine Spot, 
Anatolia Cafe, Marotta’s, The Stone 
Oven, CLE Urban Winery, Rising 
Star Coffee, and Appletree Books.

Eileen Ryan Ewen is an artist and 
children’s book illustrator who lives in 
Cleveland Heights. She’s also a volunteer 
librarian at Communion of Saints 
School, which her children attend.

LEI workshops offer college-essay prep
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Erin Horan is an instructor for LEI’s essay work-
shops.
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Heights Observer  

e-news in your inbox every Tuesday.
 

sign up for free at  
bit.ly/Ho-enews

(No spam; you can unsubscribe with  
a single click at any time) 
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Heights voters say no on  
Issue 9, yes on 10 and 20

 In University Heights, voters 
passed Issue 20, a charter amendment 
that expands “the number of permit-
ted eligible candidates for open posi-
tions in the police and fire service.”
 The BOE’s unofficial results for 
each of the local ballot issues are:
•  CH Issue 9: 2,358 (27.17%) voted 

Yes; 6,320 (72.83%) voted No.
•  CH Issue 10: 6,031 (73%) voted 

Yes; 2,231 (27%) voted No.
•  UH Issue 20: 1,277 (71.30%) voted 

Yes; 514 (28.70%) voted No.
 Complete May 3 primary elec-
tion results, and updates, can be 
viewed on the BOE website, boe.
cuyahogacounty.gov.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of 
the Heights Observer, and is a Cuyahoga 
County master gardener volunteer.

water tanks, can also be recycled. 
Once the box is full, I take it to the 
scrap-metal yard. Not only do I feel 
good about diverting waste from the 
landfill, but I also make a couple of 
bucks from the effort, since most 
scrap yards pay for the metal.” Elwell 
recommends All City Recycling, at 
17149 St. Clair Ave.
 Heights’ residents can recycle 
computers and electronics at the 
Cleveland Heights Service Garage, 
at 14200 Superior Road, and at Best 
Buy, Staples, and the county Solid 
Waste District. 
 “Before you decide to drop 
off computers and electronics at a 
recycling center,” advised Miller, 
“think about alternatives, such as 
donating, gifting, or fixing.”
 “Where can I recycle batteries 
is the most asked question we hear 
from residents,” said Elwell. Alkaline 
batteries and other primary batteries, 
such as 9V and D-cel l, are not 
hazardous and can be put in the 
regular trash. 
 Rechargeable batteries can 
be recycled for free through local 
Call2Recycle drop boxes found in 
retail stores, such as the Apple Store, 
Best Buy, Home Depot, and Lowe’s.
 “We realize that navigating 
though information about recycling 
alternatives seems daunting and 
time consuming,” noted Elwell, “but 
recycling beyond the blue bin is 
easier than you think. 
 “Our go-to resource is the search 
feature on Cuyahoga County ’s 
Sol id Waste District ’s website  
(cuyahogarecycles.org): What Do I 
Do With? It provides concise and 
clear answers and resources for most 
household items.”
 The Sol id Waste Distr ict 
produced a book to help county 
residents donate items for reuse, in 
which it lists community service 
organizations that need and use 
donated items. Residents can 
download the book, or request a copy, 
by visiting www.cuyahogarecycles.org.
 “Ideally, recycling should be 
a last-resort choice,” said Miller. 
“Simple changes, like using a reusable 
bag for groceries; joining groups such 
as Buy Nothing; buying gently used 
rather than new; and repairing and 
repurposing can go a long way in 
reducing waste.”

Catalina Wagers lives in Cleveland 
Heights’ Fairfax neighborhood, and is 
a co-founder of the Cleveland Heights 
Green Team.

Kim Sergio Inglis

In the May 3 primary election, Cleve-
land Heights voters passed Issue 10, 
approving an amendment to the city 
charter that shifts the clerk of coun-
cil role to the legislative, from the 
executive, branch. They voted down 
Issue 9, an ordinance which called 
for the city to build a “public activity 
park” in Cedar Lee, on a 1.07-acre 
plot that is part of a development 
agreement between the city and 
Flaherty & Colllins, the developer.
 According to unofficial results 
reported by the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Elections (BOE), 73% of 
voters said yes on Issue 10. They 
opposed Issue 9 by approximately 
the same percentage, with 72.83% 
voting no on that issue.

Catalina Wagers

Cleveland Heights’ new recycling 
and waste bins have residents talking 
trash, literally, and Carin Miller, 
education specialist at the Cuyahoga 
County Sol id Waste Distr ict, 
couldn’t be happier.
 “With Cleveland Heights’ 
transition to automated waste 
collection, recycling dos and don’ts, 
as well as other guidelines for proper 
trash disposal, are receiving a whole 
lot of attention,” said the recycling  
expert. 
 “Most residents have been 
comfortably following the same 
patterns and choices when it comes 
to how they manage their everyday 
waste, separating their recyclables in 
blue bags and going the extra mile 
by choosing to compost. But the 
new blue bins came with guidelines, 
and the guidelines shed new light 
on well-intentioned, yet misguided, 
wish-cycling habits.”
 For Miller, this is a watershed 
moment for re-establishing and 
re-enforcing what is and is not 
recyclable by Kimble, Cleveland 
Heights’ recycling processor.
 Natalie Elwell, co-founder of 
the Cleveland Heights Green Team 
and Cuyahoga County Recycling 
Ambassador, wants to make sure 
that residents understand that just 
because an item cannot go in the blue 
bin, it often can still be upcycled, or 
recycled elsewhere.
 According to Elwell and Miller, 
the most common recycling questions 
are related to plastic bags, computers 
and electronics, scrap metal, and 
batteries.
 Plastic film, such as produce bags, 
dry cleaning bags, and packaging 
wrap for paper towels and diapers, 
can be recycled along with plastic 
bags at some retailers, including 
Giant Eagle, Dave’s Markets, Lowe’s, 
Marc’s, Zagara’s Marketplace, Target 
and Walmart stores. 
 Check with the store to confirm 
the types of plastic bags and film it 
will accept. 
 The Cuyahoga County Solid 
Waste District recommends the 
user-friendly www.plasticfilmrecycling.
org as a good source of information.
 When it comes to metal, said 
Elwell, “Most people do not realize 
that they are discarding a valuable 
resource that can be re-used, 
upcycled, and recycled into myriad 
products.” 
 “The only metals that belong in 
curbside recycling are aluminum and 
steel cans,” said Elwell. “I keep a large 
box in my basement designated for 
scrap metal. Once you become aware 
of all the products made of recyclable 
metal, the box tends to fill faster than 
what you’d imagine. 
 “This includes scrap metal like 
aluminum foil, trays and pans; tin 
cans and jars; nuts and bolts; license 
plates; and wire hangers. 
 “Many larger metal objects, such 
as car parts, appliances, and hot 
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Recyling beyond the blue bin

#1 

Roofing
Residential
Commercial 

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work 

Metal Roofs Installed 
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  

216-319-0430

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us

216-533-2936

Power Washing
Deck Staining

Driveway / Hardscape Cleaning & Sealing
Full Yard Cleanups

Mowing/Edging/Trimming
Exterior House Power Washing

Masonry Work
Handyman Repairs

 

   

 

SUSAN DELANEY ABR®,RRS,CNE®          

President’s Circle ~ “The Best of the Best” 
EEmmaaiill::  susandelaney@howardhanna.com 
WWeebb::  susandelaney.howardhanna.com  

 

 

Bradford Road ~ Cleveland Heights  Fabulous colonial that has been      
meticulously maintained and       

updated with a long list of            
improvements and                                            

enhancements and updates.  
Hardwood floors, architectural    

detail, and smart updates                    
define this home.  

       Updated kitchen with white 
cabinetry, granite counters,  

stainless appliances and 
 designer backsplash.  

Backyard is lushly landscaped and     
thoughtfully planted.  

  Five Bedrooms ~ Two Full Baths 

Computers and electronics can be taken to 
Cleveland Heights Service Garage for recyling.
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HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

What’s going on at your library?
Coventry Village Branch
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Saturday, June 4, 2 p.m.

Coventry Village Author Series: An 
Afternoon in the Park with Dan Chaon. 
Acclaimed novelist Chaon will pres-
ent his newest thriller, SleepWalk, a 
high-speed, darkly comic road trip 
through a near-future America with 
a big-hearted mercenary. The event, 
presented in partnership with Mac’s 
Backs - Books on Coventry, will take 
place outdoors in Coventry PEACE 
Park, weather permitting. A book 
signing will be part of the event.

University Heights Branch
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700

Wednesday, June 8

Monthly Murder Mystery Kit. Are you a 
true crime fan? Do you enjoy solving 
mysteries? If so, you are invited to 
solve a murder. Follow the clues and 
pay close attention to the evidence. 
See if you can solve the case before 
time runs out. Drop by the University 
Heights Library on June 8 to pick up 
a murder-mystery packet (available 
while supplies last). Solve the case by 
yourself, or with friends or family. For 
those 13 and older.

APRIL 18, 2022

Board members present were President Gabe 
Crenshaw, Patti Carlyle, Dana Fluellen, An-
nette Iwamoto, Tyler McTigue, and Vikas 
Turakhia. Vice President Max Gerboc was not 
present.

Public comments
Coventry PEACE Inc. (CPC) Board President 
Krista Hawthorne presented a letter of interest 
outlining CPC’s desire to purchase the Wash-
ington Boulevard building (the former Cov-
entry school). Hawthorne noted that “since 
the library took ownership of the building, 
the nonprofit businesses located there have 
paid more than $450,000 in utilities, rent, 
and upkeep, and have been responsible for 
all costs related to the building.” CPC does 
not want to purchase the parking lot or the 
park. Purchase of the building was [presented 
as a way] to resolve issues tenants face: a 
25-percent rent hike and the costs of private 
management of the facility. The letter stated, 
“CPC is willing to assume full responsibility 
for the building, including obtaining financ-
ing to make capital improvements. However, 
CPC is ineligible for such financing if it does 
not have legal, long-term control of the build-
ing. The library’s sale of the building to CPC 
would enable the library to devote its time 
and financial resources on its priorities and 
CPC to maintain and improve the building as 
an arts and community center with rents af-
fordable to members of that sector.” The pro-
posed purchase price would be $1, the same 
amount the library originally paid for the site. 
Hawthorne [said she] looked forward to ne-
gotiation for a “purchase and sale agreement 
between the library and CPC.” Two members 
of the community spoke in favor of CPC hav-
ing long-term control of the property, noting 
that the independence of CPC was always 
part of the plan, and there was no reason to 
hire a management company with its accom-
panying costs.

Summer reading programs
Tiffani Carter, adult services manager, and 
Sam Lapides, youth services manager, gave a 
summer reading program presentation to the 
board. Programs for preschools, day cares, 
and teens will offer prizes at multiple points 
throughout the summer, to keep the program 
fun and engaging.

Financial and investment report
Total cash balance across the operating ac-
counts, Bauer Fund accounts, and investment 
accounts was $23,750,742.78. Current inter-
est rates are benefitting the library financially. 
Expenditures are expected to go up as more 
vacancies are filled.

Board resolution highlights
The board approved the purchase of new 

computers and computer drives from the tech-
nology fund.
 The board amended the 2022 appropria-
tions to refund $16,186.97 to CPC tenants be-
cause the amount collected from the tenants 
exceeded payments made by the library for 
utilities.
 The board approved a number of change 
orders to the work at the Coventry Village 
branch, which were not initially planned as 
part of the renovation.

President’s report
Board President Crenshaw provided a sta-
tus update on the CPC building. A feasibility 
study team has met with CPC tenants and li-
brary staff. The property management team 
will meet with the CPC board and tenants. 
New leases will be issued by the end of June. 
Crenshaw stated that the library hoped the 
tenants would want to stay in the building un-
der the new rent structure, and that this will 
be sustainable for CPC and its member orga-
nizations.

Director’s report highlights
Meeting room reservations have reopened 
for rooms at the University Heights Branch 
and the Lee Road Branch, with changes to 
occupancy numbers in response to still-pre-
sent COVID precautions. However, no social 
events can be held at this time. Joint board 
meetings between government bodies serv-
ing Cleveland Heights and University Heights 
have returned after a three-year hiatus. Stra-
tegic planning starts for 2023–25. A review 
of the human resources manual is underway. 
Demolition of Noble Road Presbyterian 
Church is almost complete. A new Libcal web 
calendar/meeting room management system 
is being installed. Next month there will not 
be a director’s report. A May and June report 
will be presented at the June board meeting.

Public service report highlights
Adult Services Librarian John Piche was asked 
to moderate a four-person panel discussion  
on right-of-way in Cleveland Heights. This 
Zoom event was sponsored by FutureHeights.
 Youth Services Associate Steve Eigsti vis-
ited Hebrew Academy’s new Cleveland-Oak-
wood campus to celebrate the 100th day of 
kindergarten.
 The Little Free Food Pantry was relocated 
from the Noble Road churchyard to the front 
of the Noble Neighborhood Library.
 There is a continuing upward trend in li-
brary visitors. Fifteen to 20 percent of circula-
tion remains digital. 

LWV Observer: Elizabeth M. Tracy. 

Information about the board, meeting minutes 
and audio recordings of board meetings can 
be found at https://heightslibrary.org/loca-
tions/heights-libraries-board.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Public Library Board  
Meeting highlights

G R A C E
C O M M U N I O N
C L E V E LA N D

Coventry PEACE Park
Sunday June 26th 1:00-4:00p

In case of rain,
event will be
rescheduled

SCOTT HAIGH
Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email:   ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

3573 Strandhill Rd, Shaker Heights 
Under contract!

Lee Road Branch
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

Sunday, June 26, 2 p.m.

Tech for Kids Workshop: Artificial In-
telligence. This workshop will cover 
the basics of artificial intelligence, 
data, and ethics with easy-to-
understand, hands-on lessons and 
projects through Code.org’s AI for 
Oceans and Google’s Teachable 
Machine! Open to kids ages 8–12. 
Registration required.

Noble Neighborhood Branch
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Friday, June 24, 11:30 a.m.

Pollinator Parade. Bees, bats, and 
butterf lies—oh my! Pollinators 
support the ecosystem, helping 
food and f lowers grow. Let ’s 
celebrate them with a Pollinator 
Parade! Dress as your favorite 
pollinator and meet at the Noble 
Neighborhood Library garden 
for face-painting and a musical 
warmup, then get ready to pa-
rade at noon! Stop by the Noble 
Neighborhood Library during 
pollinator week (beginning June 
20) to get supplies to create cos-
tumes.
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Michael Weber kicks off UH summer concerts on June 16

Mike Cook

The word is out about the University 
Heights Summer Concert Series—it’s 
been getting bigger and better over 
the last few years. Larger crowds have 
piqued the interest of popular bands, 
and those bands have thus drawn even 
more fans from University Heights 
and surrounding areas.
 “University Heights has a nice 
vibe,” said Michael Weber, lead singer 
and guitar player of The Michael 
Weber Show. “The way University 
Heights supports the arts made me 
want to be a part of this.”
 The Michael Weber Show will 
open the 2022 University Heights 
Summer Concert Series on June 16 
at Walter Stinson Community Park 
(“The Walt”). The free show begins 
promptly at 7 p.m.
 While this will be Weber’s first-
ever concert in University Heights, 
residents may have seen him before 
from the comfort of their own living 
rooms. In 2018, Weber won MTV’s 
“Amazingness” talent and variety 
show.
 The rest of the season features an 
eclectic mix of performers. Concerts 
take place at The Walt, unless 
otherwise noted:
 June 23 – Flannel Planet. 
Paying tribute to the very best of 
1990s’ alternative, rock, pop, and 
hip-hop, Flannel Planet’s song list 
includes hits by The Foo Fighters, 
The Breeders, Will Smith, Snoop 
Dog, and the Red Hot Chili Peppers.
 Ju n e  3 0  a n d  Ju l y  2 8  – 
University Heights Symphonic 
Band at John Carroll University. 
The city’s symphonic band will again 

perform two concerts this summer. 
The first, on June 30, will be the 
annual patriotic show, while the 
concert on July 28 will feature classics, 
as well as selections from Broadway 
hits and movie soundtracks.
 July 7 – Old Skool. Back by 
popular demand this season is Old 
Skool, with its ever-evolving song 
list. Old Skool will play tribute to the 
1980s’ and ’90s’ golden age of hip-
hop, R&B, pop, rock, funk, and even 
classic disco, if the mood is right.
 July 14 – Rubi x Groove. 
A nine-member band based in 
Cleveland, Rubix Groove pushes the 
limits of new blue funk. The band 
has a rich, full sound, featuring a 
three-piece horn section, drums, 
bass, keyboards, electric guitar, and 
powerful lead vocals from Shannon 
Hogarth. The band’s self-titled EP, 
plus singles “Box of Wine” and “Get 
it Together,” are available online.
 July 21 – Back 2 The Future 
(concert + movie). Last seen at the 
2021 Fall Fest, 1980s’ dance band Back 
2 The Future returns to The Walt 
this summer. Stick around after the 
concert for a free showing of the 1985 
movie “Back to the Future,” starring 
Michael J. Fox and Christopher Lloyd.
 Aug. 4 – Oregon Space Trail of 
Doom (concert + movie). Exploratory 
rock-jazz band Oregon Space Trail of 
Doom will put on a concert like none 
seen before at The Walt. After the 
show, enjoy a screening of the science-
fiction classic “It Came from Outer 
Space.” The night will be hosted by 
Leopold and Lenora from WUAB’s 
“The Big Bad B-Movie Show.”
 Aug. 11 – One World Tribe. 

HEIGHTS ARTS

Heating | Cooling | Plumbing | Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems

Chris 
Hann

Bill 
Hann

55 Generations 
of Hann Family 
Experience. 

Call for yourCall for your
AC tune-up AC tune-up 

Today!Today!

Now          Now          
Only     Only     8989$$

932-9755 21
6

VEHbrothers.com     

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Hts
Bonded • Insured 
OH LIC #24462 

Allows for 45 minutes of Labor 
per system, Parts additional. 

One discount per visit. 
Coupon must be presented to 

technician at the time of service.
Excludes attic and air 

handler systems. Exp. 6/30/22

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

U
N

IV
ER

SI
TY

 H
EI

G
H

TS
 C

IT
Y 

H
A

LL

The Michael Weber Show will perform at Walter Stinson Community Park on June 16.

            
  

                                   

 

 

  

It’s �nally patio  
season again!

Cleveland Hts: 2482 Fairmount • 216.231.8585
Moreland Hills: 34105 Chagrin  •  216.672.3600     lunabakerycafe.com

Enjoy our fresh, locally sourced food and treats for dine-in, and patio dining. 
Take-out, curbside pick-up and delivery through the Toast app. 

Rubix Groove makes its University Heights debut on July 14.
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tradition, Yiddishe Cup (a.k.a. Funk-
a-Deli) is a local klezmer band with 
a Motown twist that’s been around 
as long as anyone can remember. 
Don’t miss Yiddishe Cup’s mashup 
of “Tradition” from “Fiddler on the 
Roof” and “Ball of Confusion” by The 
Temptations.

Mike Cook is the communications and civic 
engagement coordinator for University 
Heights.

Offering a musical feast to delight 
even the most well-traveled listener, 
One World Tribe is an Afro-beat, 
funk, Latin and world-beat orchestra 
with myriad musicians, dancers and 
extras. With members hailing from 
Africa, Jamaica and Puerto Rico, One 
World Tribe is a true multicultural 
ensemble.
 Aug. 18 – Yiddishe Cup. 
Summer isn’t over until Yiddishe Cup 
says it’s over. A University Heights 
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The 2nd, 3rd and 4th house on the left

David Budin

There are these three houses in a row 
on a street in Cleveland Heights. I 
drive past them all the time. I walk 
past them often. I always look at them.
 The first house, the one on the left 
when you’re facing them, my parents 
used to point out every time we drove 
past when I was a kid. They’d say, 
“That’s Dorothy Fuldheim’s house. You 
know who she is, don’t you?” I’d say yes, 
and then they’d tell me, anyway, that 
she was the first woman in the country 
to anchor a TV news broadcast—right 
here in Cleveland—and she was now 
a news commentator, and that she’d 
started as a newspaper and radio re-
porter who had interviewed Adolph 
Hitler in the 1930s, and that she was the 
co-host of “The One O’Clock Club” on 
Channel 5. Every time we went by. So, I 
thought the house was famous, and I 
was always proud to, well . . . pass it.
 When I got a little older, high 
school age, I became friends with 
three brothers who lived in the next 
house, the middle of the three. We at-
tended shows together at Cleveland’s 
main folk and rock music venue, La 
Cave, in University Circle. And some-
times we’d hang out in Lake View 
Cemetery, near their house.
 But most often, especially in the 
summer, we’d lounge around on the 
floor of their large, old house’s once-
formal parlor, listening to the latest 
Beatles, Rolling Stones, Kinks, Bob 
Dylan, Paul Butterfield Blues Band 
and other albums on their record 
player, chain-smoking packs of ciga-
rettes, and playing cards—games of 
500 Rummy, not to 500 points, but 
way past, up to a million one summer, 
because we had the time.
 These guys’ father had been a 
newspaper reporter and columnist 
since the mid-’30s, and now, in the 
mid-’60s, served as a writer for and 
the editor of a popular section of the 
Plain Dealer. He’d sometimes come 
home late and join us in the parlor 
(sitting in a comfortable chair, not on 
the floor). He would have been out in 
one or more of downtown Cleveland’s 
hot spots, like the Theatrical Restau-
rant, drinking and schmoozing with 
other newspaper people, and famous 
entertainers and sports figures, cops 
and criminals and their lawyers and 
judges. When he joined us, he’d have 
just mixed himself a fresh drink.

 One of his sons would say, “Hey, 
Pop. Tell us about the time you [what-
ever . . . ],” and their father, lit cigarette 
dangling from the left corner of his 
mouth, left eye closed to avoid the 
smoke, would light into a story in his 
gruff voice, as if he were banging it 
out on his loud manual typewriter. “It 
was the 1930s, the hideous Depression 
years,” he’d begin. And the five or six 
of us guys would sit there drinking in 
every booze-soaked word of his grip-
ping story, feeling like we were right 
there with him, back 30 years earlier. 
He’d finish and go off to bed, and we’d 
resume talking, smoking, listening and 
dealing, enduring deep into the night.
 A few years passed. High school 
was suddenly over—more suddenly for 
me than most of my friends, since I’d 
quit that year. When September came, 
most of my school friends left town for 
various colleges around the country, and 
a few just took off to do other things, or 
nothing. By then I was homeless, having 
been invited by my father to leave his 
house. But I had some new friends—
Cleveland’s music community; mostly 
folk, but also some rock musicians.
 And a new person entered the 
scene, a 26-year-old independently 
wealthy stranger, Pete, who loved music. 
He bought a house—the third of those 
three—and moved into this big place 
all by himself. Pete started frequenting 
the other folk venue, Farragher’s, in 
Cleveland Heights, on Taylor Road, just 
north of Cain Park. He asked a bunch 
of us musicians if we’d be interested in 
recording demos, if he were to build a 
recording studio in his basement. The 
answer, of course, was, “Of course.” 
 So, he put in a nice studio. And 
he filled the house with furniture and 
invited a bunch of us to hang out there. 
And make demo tapes. And sleep in the 
bedrooms. As a homeless musician, I 
thought this was pretty ideal. The bed-
rooms were usually taken, though, so I 
often ended up sleeping on the floor of 
the studio. But I still have unexpectedly 
fond feelings for that time.
 A few months later, I left for New 
York City, which is another story. 
But, I mean—three houses in a row, 
on a street other than my own, all 
with strong, positive memories from 
different eras of my life. I can’t say 
whether that’s unique or not. But it’s 
probably improbable. And I think it’s 
very Cleveland Heights.

David Budin is a freelance writer for na-
tional and local publications, the former editor 
of Cleveland Magazine and Northern Ohio 
Live, an author, and a professional musician 
and comedian. His writing focuses on the arts 
and, especially, pop-music history.

The three houses.

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

D
AV

ID
 B

U
D

IN

D O W N L O A D  O U R  F R E E 

BEAUTIFUL YARD
S E A S O N A L  C H E C K L I S T
Download at www.lawnlad.com

YOUR
BEAUTIFUL YARD

Landscape 
Maintenance Checklist

 2022 IS THE YEAR OF 
YOUR YARD!

216-371-1935  •  www.lawnlad.com  

Love Your Landscape!
Whether you enjoy a little yard work,

or are looking to take the weekends off,
Lawn Lad can provide the right level of service

for your budget and goals!

Let’s help you love your landscape.
Call us today for a free evaluation

SONGS AND 
STORIES
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Tree Service Year Round
Pruning•Removals•Cabling & Bracing 
•Fertilization & Spraying• Air Spading

Proper Pruning of Fruit and  
Ornamental Trees

We sell and properly plant 
trees and shrubs

Fully Insured•Certified Arborist on staff

ISA TCIA NAA•ISA Certified #OH-6736

ARDMORE TREE SERVICE
Serving Tree Care Needs in the Heights 

for over 40 years

Free Estimates & Consultations
ardmoretreeservice@gmail.com•216-486-5551

July 8–10: Cain Park Arts Festival 
[Free]
July 10: Sunday Concert Series,  
7 p.m. [Free]
 July 15–17: GroundWorks Dance-
Theater
 July 19: Tuesday Chamber Music 
Series, 7 p.m. [Free]
 July 21: “The Beat Goes On” starring 
Lisa McClowry as Cher, 8 p.m.
 July 22: Eric Benét, 8 p.m.
July 23: Brit Floyd, 8 p.m.
 July 24: Sunday Concert Series,  
7 p.m. [Free]
July 26: Tuesday Chamber Music 
Series, 7 p.m. [Free]
 July 29–30: Inlet Dance Theatre 
[Free]
 July 31: Sunday Concert Series, 7 p.m. 
[Free]
Aug. 4–14: “Sondheim on Sondheim”
Aug. 4: Melissa Etheridge, 8 p.m.
Aug. 6: Rennie Harris Puremove-
ment, 8 p.m.
Aug. 7: Apollo’s Fire, 7 p.m.
Aug. 9: Tuesday Chamber Music 
Series, 7 p.m. [Free]
Aug. 12: Marcella and Her Lovers, 
8 p.m.
Aug. 13: Under the Streetlamp, 8 p.m.
Aug. 14: Sunday Concert Series,  
7 p.m. [Free]
Aug. 16: Tuesday Chamber Music 
Series, 7 p.m. [Free]
Aug. 18: An Evening with Aoife 
O’Donovan and Hiss Golden Mes-
senger, 8 p.m.
Aug. 19: Livingston Taylor, 8 p.m.
Aug. 20: Jim Brickman, 8 p.m.
Aug. 21: Sunday Concert Series, 7 p.m.

Jorge Ramos Pantoja is an Emmy-nominat-
ed journalist with experience covering global 
affairs, culture, and breaking news. He now 
works as a public relations specialist for the 
city of Cleveland Heights.

Jorge Ramos Pantoja

This summer, Cleveland Heights’ Cain 
Park Arts Festival celebrates 45 years. 
Admission will be free on all three 
days of the juried event, July 8, 9 and 
10. In addition to the art exhibits, the 
festival will feature live entertainment, 
and food concessions will be available.
 Cain Park’s summer performance 
season will kick off on June 9, with 
“School of Rock the Musical,” and will 
close on Aug. 21, with a free concert in 
Cain Park’s Sunday Concert Series.
 Residents Day, when the Cain 
Park Ticket Office opens for Cleveland 
Heights residents only, is Saturday, 
May 28, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (To purchase 
tickets, residents must have photo ID 
and show proof of residency. For in-
formation, visit www.cainpark.com/316/
Residents-Day.)
 The full summer lineup of musi-
cals, dance, and concerts is below. For 
additional information, and tickets, 
visit www.cainpark.com.
 June 9–26: “School of Rock the 
Musical”
June 11: Laurie Berkner Band, 3 p.m.
June 12: Chris Botti, 7 p.m.
 June 14: Tuesday Chamber Music 
Series, 7 p.m. [Free]
June 18: Multi Music Fest: Legends 
of Jazz II, 5 p.m.
June 19: Sunday Concert Series,  
7 p.m. [Free]
June 21: Tuesday Chamber Music 
Series, 7 p.m. [Free]
 June 23: Ben Folds, 8 p.m.
June 25: Verb Ballets, 8 p.m. [Free]
June 26: 42nd Yiddish Concert in the 
Park, 7 p.m. [Free]
 June 29: Big Bad Voodoo Daddy,  
8 p.m.
 June 30: Pink Martini, featuring 
China Forbes, 8 p.m.
 July 1: Bela Fleck, Sam Bush, Jerry 
Douglas, 7:30 p.m.

Cain Park announces summer line-
up, and free arts festival admission

Are your older windows drafty, painted shut, 
or otherwise inoperable? 

Don’t replace them - restore them!
Restoring wood or steel windows is the sustainable choice to achieve 
energy efficiency while maintaining architectural character.

• Weatherstripping
• Repairs & Re-roping
• Full Restoration
•  Custom Replacement of 

Sashes & Storms

(440) 444-3434 • info@clevelandwr.com
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Admission to the three-day Cain Park Arts festival will be free this year.

Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

Care-A-Van June 11 at 10am.  Flea Market July 2 at 9am

Residential Food Scrap
Composting 

• Weekly service
• Bucket provided with full swap
• 24-hour member support
• Free Soil Yearly
• Workshop and Tilth Soil Discounts

$30/moCurbside Pick-Up ................

www.rustbeltriders.com 
216-800-4651 Ext. 2

 

 Save $40 with discount code
HEIGHTS*40
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A crowd enjoys a show at Cain Park’s Evans Amphitheater.
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Heights Arts presents a summer Member Show to remember

HEIGHTS ARTS

Klezmer supergroup takes the 
stage at Cain Park on June 26

peck at Madison Square Garden. 
Winograd has taught clarinet at 
klezmer conferences throughout the 
world and is esteemed for his virtu-
osity and authenticity, as well as his 
ability to go outside the boundaries 
of traditional klezmer. He recently 
released the album “Kosher Style,” 
and performs with his band, The 
Honorable Mentshn. Winograd’s 
first appearance at Cain Park was 
in 2010 with the New York-based 
National Yiddish Folk Theatre—
Folksbiene.
 Dolgin, from Montreal, is a 
moviemaker, puppeteer, magician, 
rapper, hip-hop and klezmer artist. 
He plays piano and accordion, and 
sings in English and Yiddish. He has 
toured extensively with clarinetist 
David Krakauer’s Klezmer Mad-
ness, as well as with Abraham Inc., 
a klezmer-funk group. Dolgin previ-
ously performed at Cain Park in 2004 
with Shtreiml, the Montreal klezmer 
band.
 The Yiddishe Pirat concert at 
Cain Park is free. Tickets are not 
necessary. Simply show up prior to 7 
p.m. on Sunday, June 26, for the show 
at the Evans Amphitheater in Cain 
Park.

Bert Stratton, of Cleveland Heights, is 
the leader of Yiddishe Cup, and is Jack 
Stratton’s father. He writes the blog 
“Klezmer Guy.”

Schweigert, Jane Small, Maureen 
Sylak, Jean Wendland Porter, Will 
Wilson, Mark Yasenchack, and 
Denise Ziganti. 
 Also opening at Heights Arts on 
June 17 is a powerful solo exhibition 
by local sculptor and mixed-media 
artist Wayne Neimi, also a Heights 
Arts member. 
 Neimi’s work represents a 
journey from the mind to the 
finished composition, on display 
for all to see and consider. After 
viewers have experienced his work, 
Neimi hopes that they walk away 
with the visual encounter deeply 
embedded into their memories, to 
be frequently recalled and revisited.  
 “When beginning a new work, 
I am not interested in color, form 
or anything else,” sa id Neimi. 
“I’m interested in expressing basic 
human emotions—fear, sorrow, 
doom, happiness ,  a nd so on . 
The mater ia ls I use are many 
and unlimited. Any material that 
contributes to the development of 
human emotion will do.” 
 These simultaneous exhibitions 
by Heights Arts members encourage 
viewers to consider the nuances of 
identity and expression. Heights 
Arts plans for the June 17 opening 
of the two shows to be a “normal” 
public opening, but advises those 
planning to attend to check its 
website, heightsarts.org, verify event 
details, and check for any new or 

Bert Stratton

Yiddishe Pirat (“Jewish Pirate” in 
Yiddish) is an all-star klezmer band, 
featuring Jack Stratton (of Vulfpeck) 
on drums; Josh “Socalled” Dolgin 
on piano, accordion and vocals; and 
Michael Winograd on clarinet. Yid-
dishe Pirat will perform on Sunday, 
June 26, 7 p.m., at the 42nd annual 
free Yiddish Concert at Cain Park.
 The concert is not a Vulfpeck 
show. (Vulfpeck is a funk-pop band 
that sold out Madison Square Gar-
den in 2019.) Yiddishe Pirat is a 
straight-ahead klezmer band. Strat-
ton, its bandleader, said, “Our show 
at Cain Park will be a klezmer-revival 
revival, meaning we will mostly play 
golden moldies from the 1990s 
klezmer revival.”
 The “klezmer revival” was the 
1970s–1990s renaissance of Eastern 
European Jewish instrumental music. 
The revival was, sort of, a Lower East 
Side pickle with baby-boomer spices. 
Yiddishe Pirat is the next step in the 
klezmer revival, generationally.
 Stratton, who lives in Los Ange-
les, grew up in Cleveland Heights and 
is an alumnus of the Cain Park Ten-
nis Camp. He first appeared at Cain 
Park with Yiddishe Cup in 2001, and 
then with the Josh “Socalled” Dolgin 
Sextet in 2014. 
 Clarinetist Winograd, from 
Brooklyn, N.Y., played with Vulf-

Tom Masaveg 

Heights Arts takes pride in the 
arts programs it offers, and in 
the exceptiona l community of 
volunteers, staff, board members, 
patrons and members—all of whom 
help keep the organization vital. 
Heights Arts presents a Members 
Show roughly every other year, to 
provide a showcase for the talents 
of its members. The 2022 Members 
Show opens Friday, June 17, 6–9 
p.m., and runs through Sunday, 
Aug 14.
 This year’s show features art by 
all of the 38 Heights Arts members 
who submitted work, offering a 
diverse exhibition that embodies 
a rich and persevering collective 
identity. 
 The work of the fol lowng 
artists will appear in the show: 
Cynthia Bearer, Sue Berry, Paula 
Blackman, Melissa Bloom, Stephen 
Calhoun, Micheal Costello, Leoma 
Eckles, Julianne Edberg, Marjorie 
Falk, Zac Gorell, James A. Hall, 
Thomas Hanger, Jean Hoffman, 
La r i  Jacobson, Renata Jel ito, 
Beverly Joyce, Amel ia Joynes, 
Tricia Kaman, Jerry Keller, Coretta 
Kutash, Jennifer Leach, Cherie 
L esn ick ,  Ja net  Lu ken ,  Ja net 
Mikolajczyk, Charles Mintz, Joyce 
Morrow-Jones, Roy Pekoc, Sam 
Pekoc, Gloria Plevin, Elizabeth 
Prindle, Betz Richards, Charles 

Willow, mixed media, by Joyce Morrow-Jones.
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LOG CABIN
by Jordan Harrison

convergence-continuum presents:

For Tickets & Info:
www.convergence-continuum.org
or call 216-687-0074
LIMINIS THEATER | 2438 Scranton Rd. 
Cleveland OH 44113

MAY 20 - JUNE 11
Thursday - Saturday

convergence-continuum, Clevelands’ up-close and OUT 
there theatre presents a pointed comedy that charts the 
breakdown of empathy that happens when we think our 
rights are secure, revealing conservative hearts where 
you’d least expect.

Tickets $18-$23 | Student & Senior Discounts Available

Urban Yards, by Tricia Kaman.

C
O

U
RT

ES
Y 

H
EI

G
H

TS
 A

RT
S

 

Pavers & Remodelers 
Honest & Fair 

Free 

estimates 

WWEE  WWIILLLL  NNOOTT  BBEE  UUNNDDEERRSSOOLLDD  
 

216.397.6349 
class1pavers.com 

ROOFS: House & Garage 
                Flats, Repairs 
Kitchens & Baths 

reinstated COVID protocols.

Tom Masaveg is a local public artist 
specializing in augmented reality 

installation and graphite works on 
paper. He’s also the programs manager at 
Heights Arts. Contact him at programs@
heightsarts.org.
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HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor  
of the  

Lee Road Branch 

Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books,     
DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale     

Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!    
www.friendsheightslibraries.org 

All proceeds  
support the library 

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC. 
For all your electrical needs 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

(440) 840-8941 
Ask for Steve               License #48370 

“Reliable electrical service and repair”  

 

Pink Party Vendor 
yyaarrdd  ssaallee  

9am-4pm Sat. June 11 
Live DJ | $20 Fish Fry 

 Raffle | Over 30 vendors 
4386 Mayfield Road 
South Euclid, OH 44121 

RRaaffffllee  wwiinnnneerr  aannnnoouunncceedd  aatt  44::1155  

For more info contact: 
pinkpartyretreatevent@gmail.com 

MJM  Window
Restoration 

Keep your historic windows 
and save thousands! 

Sticky windows Weather Stripping 
Broken ropes Cracked Glass 

We’ll make them work like new! 

(216) 321-7729
mjmwindowrestoration.com 
✴ 35+ years in the Heights  ✴

CLASSIFIEDS

 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round 
Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal 

Feeding • Oak Wilt Treatment 

(216) 486-5551 
We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

Member:  
National Arborist Assn. • TCIA • ISA 

 Free Estimates Fully Insured 

Personal & Business Taxes 
Life Insurance

Call:  216.382.9647 
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com 

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA 
  Insurance Company Representative 

 2121 South Green Road 
 South Euclid, Ohio 44121 

*************************************** 

* Raymond J. Wohl, Licensed Insurance Agent
* Primerica Insurance Company 

*************************************** 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Iyengar Yoga
Transforming Body, Breath and Mind

Online and In-Studio Classes

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & 
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting




Housing code violations

Wallpaper removal 
Plaster repairs

*** 10% off interior projects
 December through March!

We are bonded, insured, and maintain 
an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

7 Days 9 a.m.– 8 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS 

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

 Gold / Sterling Silver 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Bronze Figures
 Men’s Wristwatches 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month

 
 

 

JOIN US! 

We’re looking a couple of great people to join 
our team. If you care deeply about the 

Heights and want to help our community 
thrive, you might be just the person we are 

looking for! 

Learn more at 
www.futureheights.org/about/careers-at-futureheights/ 

Shop  
Local

Rachel Gross and Libby Stineman.
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

 “This cookie was next level!” said 
Gross. “Mish Mosh Mix goes well 
on anything, so why not all mixed 
up in a cookie? Libby’s excitement 
to work on developing a Mish Mosh 
Cookie was all the confirmation we 
needed. When she returned with two 
renditions of the cookie, we couldn’t 
believe how well they both turned out! 
The cookies have been flying off our 
shelves.”  
 The cookie base is slathered with 
a sweet cream-cheese frosting, and 
sprinkled with a light dusting of Mish 
Mosh Mix.
 Stineman is thrilled to team up 
with the award-winning bagel shop. “I 
grew up eating Bialy’s Bagels, and to 
be able to collaborate with a beloved 
University Heights, female-owned 
business is beyond exciting,” she said. 
“Rachel and Sarah inspire me with 
their determination, work ethic, and 
dedication to the community. The 
values they embody are ones I work 
to instill in my business, and also my 
daughters.”
 City Hall staffer Ben Schaefer 
is a convert. “Being a big fan of both 
Bialy’s mish mosh bagels and Milk 
and Cookies’s treats, I was both ex-
cited and a bit skeptical about this 
crossover,” Schaefer said. “But wow! 
Salty, sweet, and the unique, but not 
unwelcome, blast of garlic is an excel-
lent combination. I may have bought 
a few already.”
 For now, the Mish Mosh Mix 
cookie is available exclusively at Bi-
aly’s. The bagel shop is open Wednes-
day through Sunday.

Mike Cook is the communications and civic 
engagement coordinator for University 
Heights.

Mike Cook

If you’re old enough, you certainly 
remember the Reese’s commercial. A 
young guy is dancing down the street 
eating chocolate, while around the 
corner, a young lady is eating from 
an open jar of peanut butter with her 
fingers. (It was the 1970s, and things 
were weirder then.)
 The two collide. She protests that 
he got his chocolate in her peanut 
butter, while he expresses the inverse 
concern about her peanut butter being 
on his chocolate. But they soon are 
delighted that, while perhaps unex-
pected, these are two great tastes that 
go great together. One can assume 
they got married and lived happily 
ever after.
 Like our clumsy and hungry 
pedestrians from a generation ago, 
two female-owned businesses in Uni-
versity Heights have discovered their 
own taste sensation—the Mish Mosh 
Mix Cookie.
 Rachel and Sarah Gross of Bialy’s 
Bagels have teamed up with Libby 
Stineman of Milk and Cookies on the 
new taste sensation.
 “When Rachel and Sarah sug-
gested creating a Mish Mosh cookie 
collaboration, I couldn’t wait to get 
into the kitchen,” Stineman said. “It’s 
the perfect balance of sweet from my 
cookie and the salty and savory from 
Bialy’s famous Mish Mosh seasoning.”
 Persistence pays off, said Rachel 
Gross. “After sending us a few messag-
es, Libby offered to bring us samples 
of her cookies in hopes of partnering 
up to collaborate on a cookie. Well, 
that was all it took! Sarah and I 
each took one bite of Libby’s Simply 
Chocolate Chip and knew instantly 
we wanted to work with her,” she said.

Two UH tastes go great together
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