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FutureHeights celebrates 20 years on Aug. 20

Noble Cigar Box Guitar Project returns 
with free workshop for kids Aug. 8–11

Don mcBride 

The Noble Cigar Box Guitar Project is 
back this summer, offering a free cigar 
box guitar workshop for middle schoolers.
 The workshop consists of four 
sessions, Aug. 8–11, 1:30–3 p.m., at 
Disciples Church, 3663 Mayfield 
Road, in Cleveland Heights.
 Workshop participants will 
build their own three-string box 
guitars from a kit that the organizers 
provide. They will also learn how 
a guitar makes music, the basics of 
playing the guitar, and where cigar 
box guitars originated. At the end of 

Participants in the summer 2021 guitar-making workshop. 
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the workshop, participants will take 
home the guitars they each built.
 In the hands of creative people, 
cigar box guitars demonstrate how 
commonplace, throwaway objects 
can be re-purposed into impressive 
musical instruments.   
 Many practitioners say that the 
first rule of cigar box guitars is that 
there are no rules. Cigar box guitars are 
versatile. They incorporate a range of 
materials—cigar boxes or cookie tins as 
bodies, and paint can lids or pie plates 
as resonators. They suit a range of 
musical styles—rock, jazz, folk, blues.

continued on page 12

FH presents 2022 
Heights music Hop 
Sept. 9 and 10

Cleveland Heights’ Heyer is a 65-year OSU ticket-holder
Lisa manzari 

Friends of Cain Park Board Member 
Judy Heyer is serious about Ohio 
State (OSU) football. She’s so serious 
that she told her students during her 
32 years on the faculty of Cleveland 
State University that they could call 
her anytime day or night, unless it 
was during an OSU game; that would 
mean instantly failing the class.
 “I encouraged all my students to 
call me, up to midnight, but game day 
was non-negotiable,” said 88-year-old 
Heyer.
 Not only were her students 

Cleveland Heights’ Judy Heyer has been an 
OSU football fan for 65 years and counting.

warned, one football Saturday a 
friend needed to tell her something 
important. “She knew better than to 
call me during a game, so she sent me 
a telegram,” laughed Heyer.
 OSU football fever started for 
Heyer 65 years ago, when she was 
an undergraduate at The Ohio State 
University.
   “For four years I loved every 
minute of my time there,” recalled 
Heyer, “but most of all football 
Saturdays. You couldn’t help getting 
caught up in the hysteria. When 
I graduated my father said that I 

Robert Brown

FutureHeights will celebrate 20 years 
of service to the Heights community at 
its 2022 benefit party, “Swinging at the 
Rockefeller,” on Aug. 20, 6–9:30 p.m.
 The event will take place at the 
Heights Rockefeller Building, 3099 
Mayfield Road, and its Proximity Golf 
Lounge. Guests will have the opportu-
nity to enjoy music and dancing in the 
building’s outdoor garden and courtyard, 
and partake of appetizers, desserts and 
drinks from some of the Heights’ fin-
est culinary establishments. Proximity 
Golf ’s simulators will also be available 
to guests, enabling them to tee off, albeit 
virtually, at championship golf courses.
 To purchase tickets to the Aug. 20 
benefit, and for additional information, 
visit www.futureheights.org.
 “We are proud of all that Fu-
tureHeights has done to strengthen 
the Cleveland Heights and Univer-
sity Heights communities,’’ said Future-
Heights Board President Julie Sabroff, 
“and we look forward to even greater 

accomplishments in the coming years.”
 This year’s honoree will be Brendan 
Ring, whom FutureHeights is recogniz-
ing for his decades of contributions to 

the community through his ownership 
of the iconic Nighttown music club, in 
Cleveland Heights’ Cedar Fairmount 
district.
 The annual benefit will also highlight 
FutureHeights’ 20 years of working to 
strengthen the Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights communities. Among 
its endeavors are the following:
 Supporting racial equity: Fu-
tureHeights has made the advancement 
of racial equity an over-riding goal and 
underlying principle of its work. That 
includes the hiring of Black contractors, 
connecting Black residents with employ-
ment, and increasing participation by 
Black residents on its board and com-
mittees.
 Housing rehab: FutureHeights 
partners with local contractors to reno-
vate—so far 20—houses that have been 
abandoned due to foreclosures. To date, 
FutureHeights’ FutureHomes Rehab 
Program has sought to maximize the 
impact of its housing work by targeting 
rehabilitation in the Noble neighbor-

continued on page 9

FutureHeights will honor Brendan Ring at the 
nonprofit’s annual benefit on Aug. 20.

micah Kirman and Eric Simna

Music fans will want to mark their 
calendars for the 2022 Heights 
Music Hop, Sept. 9 and 10, show-
casing musical talent from around 
the region.
 The free music festival, now in 
its ninth year, will feature perfor-
mances in three Cleveland Heights 
n e i g h b o r -
hoods.
 S h o w s 
are planned 
f o r  Fr i d a y 
e v e n i n g , 
Sept .  9 ,  in 
t h e  C e d a r 
Fairmount Business District, and 
Saturday evening, Sept. 10, in the 
Cedar Lee Business District. This 
year, performances will also take 
place in the Noble neighborhood, 
at the Noble Gardeners’ Market at 
the mini-park at Noble and Roa-
noke roads, on Saturday morning, 
10 a.m. to noon.
 FutureHeights,  Cleveland 
Heights’ nonprofit community 
development corporation, founded 
and presents the Heights Music 
Hop to encourage visitors to ex-
perience new, local music in the 
vibrant, walkable business districts 
of Cleveland Heights.
 This year’s performances will 
take place both inside neighbor-
hood businesses and on outdoor 
stages throughout the participating 
business districts. 
 FutureHeights and the Heights 
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not a conventional 
newspaper; it is a nonprofit publication 
for residents of Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights.
 The Heights Observer has no writing 
staff; it is written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the 
community decide what stories they 
want to write, then submit them for 
publication. Anyone in University 
Heights or Cleveland Heights is 
welcome to contribute regularly, 
occasionally or even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights 
Observer? If so, please write it on your 
own, or with friends, neighbors or 
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will 
make sure it’s ready to publish, and 
contact you with any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click on 
“Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered for the 
September issue must be submitted by 
Aug. 15. We publish some articles online 
only. We also publish an e-newsletter 
each Tuesday.

A correction to the July MetroHealth article
Due to an editing error, the July article “Behavioral Health Hospital plans October opening” misstated the first 
name of Bev Lozar, MetroHealth’s executive director of behavioral hospital operations.

OSU continued from page 1

should get alumni tickets so he could 
use them for business.” 
 When the Friends of Cain Park 
board members were brainstorming 
raffle prizes for their summer 2022 
fundraiser, Heyer thought, “What 
better grand prize than two tickets 
to an Ohio State game?” 
 Until Aug. 20, the $25 raffle 
tickets can be purchased at www.
friendsofcainpark.org/raffle. The 
winning ticket holder will get two 
30-yard-line tickets to the OSU 
v. Rutgers game on Oct. 1,  and a 
$200 Visa gift card. “I thought it 
would be nice to add that in for 
a snack or for a tank of gas!” ex-
claimed Heyer.
 “One of my favorite places in 
Cleveland Heights has always been 
Cain Park,” said Heyer. “We taught 
our girls to ride their bikes there. We 

A correction to the July ‘The Victorian’ condo 
article—and the hint of a possible future story
Kim Sergio Inglis 

In the July Heights Observer article 
abut The Victorian, “Owners seek 
landmark status for CH’s first 
condo,” this editor got a few things 
wrong. (And, in looking into things, 
I learned much more!)
 The article stated, “The Vic-
torian was the first building in 
Cleveland Heights to be con-
structed as condominiums.” It 
should have clarified that it was 
the first to be constructed as a 
single building housing condo-
miniums.
 Further, in condensing the in-
formation into a short, single-line 
headline, even more words were 
dropped that might have clarified 
that The Victorian was Cleveland 
Heights’ first condo in a particular 
category of condo development.
 Sara Stashower, a resident of 
one of the multi-unit condos on 
Mornington Lane—who grew up in 

a different condo there—wrote to 
let the Heights Observer know that 
that development predated The 
Victorian by about six years. 
 The Mornington Lane condo-
miniums were built in 1965, while 
The Victorian was built in 1971.
 So—they’re both firsts, but 
Mornington Lane was more first, 
one could say. The Victorian was 
the first single-building condo, but 
Mornington Lane’s were the first-
built condo units (and, arguably, 
one of those units, of four condos 
each, would also have been the first 
condo building).
 Wanting to get it right this 
time, the Heights Observer ran the 
whole puzzle by Mazie Adams, 
chair  of  Cleveland Heights ’ 
Landmark Commission, who had 
this to say:
 “The Victorian was the first 
condominium building construct-
ed as a single structure in which all 
the units are contiguous and under 

Music Hop are proud to work 
with sponsor-partners, including 
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture, the 
Ohio Arts Council, Arts Midwest, 
Flaherty & Collins Properties, 
the city of Cleveland Heights, 
Cedar Fairmount Special Improve-
ment District, Cedar Lee Special 
Improvement District, and the 
Heights Observer.
 Visit the Heights Music Hop’s 
website, www.heightsmusichop.
com, for updates and a full list of 
participating artists and venues. 
(Full festival information is still to 
come.)

Micah Kirman is the interim execu-
tive director of FutureHeights and a 
lifelong Cleveland Heights resident. 
Eric Simna, principal of A440Sound, 
is manager of the 2022 Heights Music 
Hop.

mUSic hOp continued from page 1

the same roof.  
 “Mornington Lane Condos 
do pre-date the Victorian, but 
are in groups of four condos per 
structure/under one roof for a total 
of [16] units in four buildings.
 “We will make the distinction 
very clear in the official designation 
of The Victorian.”
 Stashower is working on a 
book about the Mornington 
Lane condos—I hope she’ll share 
some of their history (and maybe 
some photos!) with the Heights 
Observer, whenever she is ready 
to do so.
 Sometimes it takes a village—
or more editors—to notice an er-
ror, and clarify a very interesting 
part of Cleveland Heights’ housing 
history.   

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief 
of the Heights Observer, and is a 
Cuyahoga County master gardener 
volunteer.

had family picnics and often took 
the kids to the kiddie pool. What a 
treasure.”
 Heyer said she and her late 
husband, Jim, moved to Cleveland 
Heights in the late 1950s because “we 
knew it was a place that reflected our 
values for raising a family.”
 She remembers the day three 
years ago when she ran into an old 
friend who asked if she wanted to join 
the board of the Friends of Cain Park.
 “I jumped at the chance,” Heyer 
said. “I can’t wait for the Arts Festival 
and all the great performances. I will 
continue to help Cain Park in any way 
I can.”
 That includes donating her 
beloved Buckeye tickets. 

Lisa Manzari is a 16-year resident of 
Cleveland Heights.
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OpINION

Helping buyers and sellers in Greater  
Cleveland’s unique neighborhoods

Lillian Zingales
Realtor
(216) 217-8547
lillzingales@gmail.com
homesintheland.com

Homes   landin
The

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

 1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolutions.com
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Communication

Visit our website
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service online

Did mayor Seren excuse rioting?
Robert Shwab 

Mayor Kahlil Seren’s opinion in the 
June issue of the Heights Observer 
(“Pride is insistence in the face of 
intense resistance”) issues an over-
wrought clarion call for fight, protest 
and action against an enemy coalition 
of bigots, theocrats and others who 
might kill you if you are gay or lesbian.
 He describes the United States as 
if it were Iran, or some other dozen 
Islamic territories, where speaking 
about LGBT rights does bring a death 
sentence.
 Because the U.S. Supreme Court 
has tossed the abortion issue back to 
the people and their representatives, 
he then includes the Supreme Court 
in the enemy category and seems to 
excuse or expect “rage and riot” against 
our most vulnerable democratic 
institution, which would put him 
somewhere on par rhetorically with 
the Jan. 6 rioters. He also mentions 
the earlier “brave humans who put 
themselves on the line in riots, parades 
. . . and legal battles.”

 The great middle swath of mod-
erates wants to see political com-
promises in all these “rights” issues. 
Prominent liberal legal scholars 
criticized the Roe decision but sup-
port the pro-choice policy. Moderates 
are seeking ethical, moral and social 
arguments toward a political solu-
tion, somewhere in that great range 
between a ban at conception and 
allowing abortion of viable babies.
 We want more listening and 
dialogue with people who do not 
share or understand [one’s] point of 
view, and less fight and protests. No 
one is being persuaded by a scream-
ing megaphone, protest sign, or the 
clenched fist. Protests these days 
often threaten or cause violence; their 
purpose is to enrage supporters with 
crusader vehemence.
 Mr. Mayor, we want more civil 
debate and reasoning, and far less 
“rage and riot.”

An arbitrator for FINRA, Robert 
Shwab has lived in Cleveland Heights 
since 2000.

There’s a culture war in Cleveland Heights
Alan Rapoport 

A culture war has been declared in 
Cleveland Heights by the mayor and city 
council, as evidenced in an [ordinance] 
passed as an “emergency” measure.
 Ordinance No. 75-2022 prohibits 
any treatment by a mental health 
professional the purpose of which is 
“an attempt to change an individual’s 
sexual orientation.” It is called a 
protection of minors. Its main target 
is so-called “conversion therapy.” 
[The ordinance states] engaging in 
such therapy with a minor [is] “an 
Unlawful Discriminatory Practice.” 
It could result in a substantial 
penalty.
 Protecting minors is a worthy goal. 
But this ordinance clearly is aimed at 
those considered as political enemies. 
It pertains to “efforts to change 
behaviors or gender expressions 
or to eliminate or reduce sexual or 
romantic attractions or feelings toward 
individuals of the same gender.” It 
would not [for example,] sanction 
school counselors who [might] advise 
minors to adopt a homosexual lifestyle. 
Nor does it address such treatments 
as puberty blockers or transgender 
surgery that also may harm minors. It 
is one sided in its approach, and real 
goals are selective. Enforcement also 
will be selective.
 Sexuality is a private matter. 
Highly personal decisions about 
it should be left to families after 
consultation with their trusted 
professional care providers. 

 Possible  harms caused by 
conversion therapy can be addressed 
in other ways. Laws already on the 
books create criminal sanctions and 
civil remedies that protect minors. 
And any regulation of professional 
practices is a proper matter of state 
law, not local law.
 The mayor and city council have 
invented a problem. This is their 
obvious effort to show solidarity 
with a political constituency. But that 
constituency does not include many 
sincere members of our community. 
They particularly exclude those with 
certain strong convictions, whether 
religious or otherwise. Although their 
ordinance does not mention these 
members, its radical approach shows 
they have them in mind.
 All apparently are not welcome 
in Cleveland Heights.
 Local government obviously 
should protect public health, safety, 
and welfare. But merely declaring a 
health “emergency” does not mean 
there is one. Perhaps city council next 
will outlaw sugar because it may cause 
diabetes. We should worry about 
what limits city council will place on 
its virtue signaling approach to the 
exercise of political power.
 Tyranny begins with small steps 
toward altruistic goals. Ordinance 
No. 75-2022 shows how this could 
occur even in Cleveland Heights.

Alan Rapoport, a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights, served on CH City 
Council (1980–87) and as mayor (1982–87).

1820 Coventry Rd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118   •   216.321.2665   •   www.macsbacks.com 

Pekar Park Comic 
Book Festival
Saturday, August 20th

Join us 
at the
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OpINION

Susie Kaeser 

June 18 was magic. When the 
Heights Summer Music Camp 
Orchestra performed its final piece 
on the stage at Heights High that 
evening, the audience—family 
and friends, district leaders, music 
advocates and longtime supporters 
of the Heights music program—
erupted with a standing ovation. 
People were blown away by the 
music and by the young people 
taking their bows.
 After a two-year hiatus due 
to COVID-19, this was a restart 
for the camp. We were starting 
from scratch. Only eight people 
who attended the camp as fifth-
graders a few years ago were eligible 
to attend when we reopened. 
Everyone else was new to the 
experience. We were thrilled to 
enroll 71 campers. 
 This is the 16th year that I 
have been the camp director, and 
it was my 16th finale concert. This 
one felt different. It felt more 
important.
 Each year, our music director, 
Dan Heim, sets the tone for 
the week when he shares the 
camp philosophy with our staff: 
“Everyone is a learner, and everyone 
is a teacher.”
 An exceptional teacher, Heim 
articulated the expectations that 
shape our efforts: Every camper 
can learn something new, will make 
progress, should feel support, can 
teach us something about learning, 
and should have fun. It’s a perfect 
climate for everyone to work hard, 
excel, and open themselves to new 
perceptions of themselves.
 In a short week, the daily camp 
routine, led by amazing music 
professionals and enthusiastic 
high school mentors, transformed 
our gaggle of slightly wary fifth- 
through eighth-grade campers 
into a tight-knit community of 
musicians. Part of each day was 
spent preparing for the concert. 
Musicians are lucky. They can hear 
their own progress and share it with 
others. A concert provides a great 
opportunity to do both.
 During the concert, substantial 

Kids give us what we need
learning was audible and so was the 
joy! I was struck by the interplay 
between the audience and the 
orchestra. After two years of COVID, 
the audience seemed to need this 
wonderful performance—at least I 
did.
 For many of us who have been 
living in isolation, the concert was an 
awakening. This shared experience 
among audience members, among 
the performers,  and between 
the audience and the orchestra 
was comforting and electric. It’s 
something everyone carried with 
them as they returned to life after 
camp.
 I’m certain the performance 
raised awareness among parents that 
music teaches important lessons, and 
that their children are capable of 
tremendous growth. With sufficient 
support, they can and will stretch 
themselves.
 The campers had the new 
experience of playing for a large 
audience. The immediate feedback 
rewarded their effort. It lifted 
them. I am hopeful it solidified 
parent, camper and school district 
commitment to music.
 Music is social. While individuals 
practice alone, we need to be around 
each other to experience the full 
benefits of music-making. Camp 
could not work via Zoom. But for 
the better part of three years, our 
school district tried its best to serve 
our children during a pandemic. For 
the music program, concerts were 
not an option, and instruction was 
from afar. A lot got lost.
 As our community and schools 
continue to reclaim normalcy and 
overcome the stress, fatigue and 
loss inflicted by COVID, I believe 
the music camp helped everyone 
it touched. We know our young 
people can develop new skills 
and knowledge, self-confidence, 
satisfying relationships, and the 
motivation needed to reach beyond 
what we imagine they can achieve. 
 If you attended the concert, 
you know it is worth it to provide 
children with what they need. They 
respond by giving us what we need.

Susie Kaeser moved to Cleveland Heights 
in 1979. She is the former director of 
Reaching Heights, and is active with the 
Heights Coalition for Public Education and 
the League of Women Voters. A community 
booster, she is the author of a book about 
local activism, Resisting Segregation.

THE COMMON 
gOOD

Funny Times is a Cleveland Heights based periodical 
with over 100 cartoons per issue.  

$28 for a whole year of laughs.  
Call 216.371.8600  or go to FUNNYTIMES.COM

CARTOON BY FLASH ROSENBERG  |  REPRINTED FROM FUNNY TIMES
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Your plumber, your neighbor
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

Serving the 
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•  Experts in old  
homes

•   Water tanks &  
heating systems
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updates
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Dan Heim conducts the Heights Summer Music Camp Orchestra in its end-of-camp concert.
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“Expanding my curiosity about life 
 is what it’s all about.”

Joe Coyle

Judson Park  Cleveland Heights  |  Judson Manor  University Circle  |  South Franklin Circle  Chagrin Falls

 Learn more about how Judson can bring your retirement years to life! 
judsonsmartliving.org   |  216.350.0326

Completely engaged. That’s how Joe Coyle  

feels about his life at Judson Manor.  

An award-winning journalist who has lived in  

Paris, Santa Fe, and New York City, he arrived in 

July 2020 via the suggestion of a fellow resident. 

He’s been delighted ever since. 

“As a writer, I enjoy spending time alone, and 

these surroundings are perfect: my apartment is 

quiet, and the views overlooking the Cleveland 

Museum of Art are lovely. But by far the best  

part of Judson is the people. Everyone is so  

knowledgeable about art and  

culture. I wanted to have 

stimulating company to spend  

my time with, and I’ve found  

that here. These are wonderful,  

interesting people,” says Joe. 

Read the full story at 
judsonsmartliving.org/blog

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 

We hope nobody thought that 
transforming government in a 
city of 44,000 would be fast or 
easy. By the time you read this, 
Cleveland Heights’ new mayor/
council government will have had 
a seven-month test drive over a 
course littered with potholes. As 
citizen observers, we note some 
progress, along with problems that 
needed attention yesterday.
 First, some wins. One thing 
voters sought in an elected mayor 
was high visibility. Mayor Kahlil 
Seren has been visiting schools 
and attending public events locally 
and regionally. In June, he held a 
ceremony to mark Pride Month 
by raising the Pride flag at City 
Hall, and spoke at the Juneteenth 
festival on Coventry.
 In conjunction with Pride 
Month, Seren introduced, and city 
council voted to adopt, an updated 
parental leave policy, reflecting the 
diverse composition and needs of 
today’s families. We are glad that 
the mayor also picked a very low-
hanging piece of fruit by giving our 
city the domain name and Web ad-
dress it should have had all along: 
www.clevelandheights.gov. (The 
.com address still works.) Finally, 
congratulations to both Mayor 
Seren and University Heights 
Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan on 
being chosen for the 2023 Class of 
Leadership Cleveland.
 With five of the seven coun-
cil members brand new to city 
council, and the other two having 
notched only two years’ experi-
ence each, we appreciate that our 
council members are negotiat-
ing a very steep learning curve. 
We commend their efforts to 
remain collegial, courteous and 
inquisitive, particularly with a 
new executive branch that has so 
far been less than forthcoming or 
collaborative.

HEIgHTS Of 
DeMOCRACy

 Unfortunately, a choice for 
the first full-time clerk of council 
was announced before the em-
ployment contract was signed. 
When council’s chosen candidate 
told her current employer she was 
leaving, that city persuaded her to 
stay. Something similar happened 
in 2011, when Cleveland Heights 
council announced the hiring of a 
new city manager from the Toledo 
area. After his acceptance was an-
nounced to the media, he withdrew 
before signing a contract. Council’s 
lack of institutional memory can 
sting.
 Seven months is nowhere near 
enough time to reverse a decade-
and-a-half or more of decline; for 
example, we never expected the 
Severance Center debacle to be re-
solved in a few months. But we are 
waiting for the mayor to show that 
he is beginning to follow through 
on some important campaign 
pledges.

On the road to a new government
 First, we had hoped to see early 
signs of reform in the city’s housing 
department. Diana Woodbridge, a 
leader of the recently disbanded 
Greater Cleveland Congregations 
Cleveland Heights Housing Team, 
points out that Seren has not, as 
he promised, engaged Thriving 
Communities for a citywide vacant 
property inventory, nor is it in the 
recently approved budget. If any-
thing is being done about chronic 
problem properties, it is a well-kept 
secret.
 Additional concerns: Foreclo-
sure bonds require banks to put up 
money for the upkeep of vacant and 
neglected properties, but, according 
to state law, must be issued within 
two years. The city is not meet-
ing these deadlines. Point-of-sale 
inspections continue to be out-
sourced to SafeBuilt. The housing  
department remains understaffed, 
with ineffective leadership still in 
place.

 Another area where action is 
desperately needed is the handling 
of phone calls from residents. 
While certain staff (some now 
retired) have consistently returned 
calls, this has not been the norm. 
During the first two years of the 
pandemic, the situation became 
even worse.
 The mayor stated frequently 
during his campaign that he would 
institute a call-management sys-
tem to ensure timely responses 
and accountability. From the num-
ber of complaints we hear, it would 
appear this has not yet occurred.
 Because of space limitations, 
we can highlight only a few issues 
this month. If you know of oth-
ers, please share them with us at 
heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rauten-
berg are writers, editors and longtime 
CH residents. Contact them at heights-
democracy@gmail.com.
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You’ll miss ‘em
when they’re gone
We’re great at removing trees—and even 
better at keeping them healthy & beautiful 

since 2001

Pruning 
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems
Disease Identification

Immunization 
Stump Grinding 
Tree Removal 
Yard Expansion & more ...

440-463-7379
RipleyTreeService.com

24/7 Emergency Services | Free Estimates | Full Residential Services

ISA Certified
Arborist

#OH-6536A

University Heights undertakes city charter review

mike Cook 

Recognizing there’s always room 
for improvement, a new University 
Heights Charter Commission will 
spend the rest of 2022 and the first 
three months of 2023 studying, 

13410 Cedar Rd. ▪ 216-932-0039 ▪ www.bremec.com 

August Hours 
Monday-Saturday  9am-6pm 

Sunday 10am-5pm 

1 Gallon  2 Gallon  

Save  $24.99 

1 Gallon  
Premium  

Save  $14.95 Save  $9.98 

5 for $50 3 for $45 2 for $40 

reviewing, and eventually proposing 
changes to, the city charter. 
 University Heights voters will be 
given the opportunity to vote on any 
proposed changes in the 2023 General 
Election.
 The 11-member commission 
comprises the following University 
Heights residents: Tyler Bobes, Rick 
Brown, H. Lee Crumrine, David 
Farkas, Margaret Friedman, Jacquelyn 
Gould, James Hux, Wesley Kretch, 
Chris Myrick, Alicia Sloan, and 
Stephen Wertheim.
 They were sworn-in at the 
commission’s first meeting on July 27.
 The commission will meet twice 
per month, until it submits a final 
report and recommendations to 
University Heights City Council, for 
submission to the electorate.
 The deadline for the commission 
to submit recommendations to city 
council is March 31, 2023.
 All meetings of the UH Charter 
Review Commission will be held at 
Wiley Middle School, and will be 
open to the public.
 The Charter of the City of 
University Heights originally was 
adopted at a special election on 
June 3, 1941. A review of the original 
charter took place in 1979, and a 
second review was conducted in 2008 
and 2009.

Mike Cook is the communications 
and civic engagement coordinator for 
University Heights.
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While supplies
last

G R A C E
C O M M U N I O N
C L E V E LA N D

Sponsored by

S t o p  b y  f o r  H o t  D o g    C h i p s    D r i n k

Sunday August 14 1:00 to 4pm
Coventry PEACE Campus ( inside)

2843 Washington Blvd,  Cleveland Hts

Free School  Suppl ies

2026 Murray Hill Road, No. 104, Cleveland
boltandspool.com  Follow @boltandspool

A Cloth Merchant

JUNE 21, 2022 - regular meeting

Present were Mayor Kahlil Seren, Council 
President Melody Joy Hart, Council Vice 
President Craig Cobb, and council members 
Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., 
Josie Moore, and davida Russell. Also present 
was Law director William Hanna. 

Public comments - agenda items
A resident spoke in support of the legislation 
establishing a ban on conversion therapy, 
pointing out that people in the LGBTQ 
community do not have an illness or disability, 
and noting the powerful message of support 
this action sends to young residents.

Public comments - general
A representative of Friends of Horseshoe Lake 
stated that the majority of residents seem to 
support the alternate plan to preserve the lake, 
and said the plan is safe, controls stormwater, 
and costs less than the sewer district’s plan.
 A resident expressed concern that council 
and the mayor were not communicating well 
under the new legislative council and strong 
mayor governing structure, and that citizens 
are confused about who is doing what. Another 
resident claimed that residents do not know 
whom to contact with concerns under the new 
form of government.

Mayor’s report
Mayor Seren praised the weekend events 
for Pride and Juneteenth. He thanked council 
for the passage this evening of legislation 
banning conversion therapy, providing anti-
discrimination in city contracts, and expanding 
the parental-leave policy.

Council actions
On second reading, council approved the 
following legislation:
• The 2023 tax budget.
•  An ordinance prohibiting fireworks at all times 

and dates, including dates allowed by Ohio 
law. The penalty would be a first-degree 
misdemeanor. It was acknowledged that this 
will not be easy to enforce, but the city will 
do its best for the safety of its neighborhoods.

•  An ordinance to prohibit any psychiatric 
treatment, including conversion therapy, to 
[attempt to] change an individual’s sexual 
orientation.

•  The appointment of a clerk of council, 
enumeration of the clerk’s duties, and the 
salary schedule, position classification, and 
other benefits.

•  A new section of the city code, “Non-
discrimination in City Contracts,” prohibiting 
discrimination against any person for a long 
list of reasons.

•  The replacement of maternity leave sections 
in the city code with “paid parental and 
childbirth leave” sections.

•  The removal of city staff from the Trans-
portation and Environmental Sustainability 
Committee. This citizen committee provides 
recommendations to council and therefore 
it would be a conflict of interest for staff to 
sit on it. Council Member Cuda wants the 
residents serving on committees and boards 

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

to know that council hears them, and will 
be discussing the committee structure and 
application process soon.

 On first reading, council approved 
amendments to appropriations and expendi-
tures for the 2022 fiscal year; amendments to 
the 2022 fiscal year budget to provide for hir-
ing a clerk of council; and approval of meetings 
and hearings to be held remotely using virtual 
technology until July 1, due to the COVId-19 
pandemic.

Community block grants
Council approved a consent agenda covering 
appropriations from the year 48 Community 
development Block Grant Funds to fund 10 
community grants.

Committee of the Whole
Four representatives of the Coventry PEACE 
Campus tenants made a presentation. They 
acknowledged council’s reluctance to get 
involved, and laid out their difficulties dealing 
with Heights Libraries, the owner of the 
Coventry PEACE Campus building.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

JUNE 27, 2022 - special meeting 

Council President Melody Joy Hart and Council 
Member Tony Cuda joined the meeting re-
motely. The mayor, the other council members, 
and the law director attended in person.

Mayor’s report
Mayor Seren spoke about the U.S. Supreme 
Court Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization decision that reversed Roe v. 
Wade. Seren asserted his belief that abortion 
is health care, and the right to an abortion is a 
matter of bodily autonomy and a fundamental 
human right. He called on city council to pro-
vide substantive assistance via funding to assist 
those who must travel to have an abortion. 
He also asked that reproductive health deci-
sions be added to the city’s anti-discrimination 
ordinance.

Staff presentations
directors Anna Smith, Ryan Prosser, Amy 
Himmelein, William Hanna, Mike Thomas, 
and Eric Zamft presented “Department 101,” 
providing overviews of their departments: 
human resources, information technology, 
finance, law, community services, and planning 
and development.

Council actions
On first reading, council authorized an 
agreement with the Ohio department of 
Transportation for federal funding for the 
Lee Road Resurfacing Project. Council 
acknowledged receipt of a plan for public 
services and improvements from the Cedar 
Fairmount Special Improvement district, which 
was returned without comment or changes.

LWV Observer: Jill Tatem.

Expanded reports are 
available online at 

www.heightsobserver.org.

 Now open 
Tuesdays!
Time to celebrate - 
our Cleveland Heights location 
is once again open on Tuesdays!

CH: M-F 7a-3p, S-S 8a-3p
MH: T-F 7a-3p, S-S 8a-3p 

LUNABAKERYCAFE.COM
Cleveland Hts  • 216.231.8585 • 2482 Fairmount
Moreland Hills • 216.672.3600 • 34105 Chagrin
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SATURDAY • AUGUST 20 • NOON–5 PM

PEKAR PARKPEKAR PARKPEKAR PARK

COMIC BOOK FESTCOMIC BOOK FEST

Family movie in  
the Park at 8:30 p.m.  

“Spiderman:  
No Way Home”

PANELS ABOUT CURRENT TRENDS IN COMICS 
1-2 PM Ron Hill on political cartoons  
2:30-3:30 PM Derf: The creation of Kent State  
4-5 PM Brad Ricca, Courtney Sieh, and Jake  
 Kelly on nonfiction & graphic novels  

Comic, art, and 
graphic novel vendors

This free festival honors the 
late graphic novel writer 
and Cleveland Heights 
resident Harvey Pekar 
with a wide array of fun, 
engaging activities for 
comics fans of all ages! 

Face painting, bounce 
house, crafts, and Gamer 
Haven video games for kids.  

At Pekar Park, the PEACE Park, and Heights Libraries Coventry 
Branch in Coventry Village in Cleveland Heights

And take in the Artful 
Chalk Festival, also at the 

PEACE Park, going on  
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.! 

• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

 www.ustonroof.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA

Aug. 31 Crowdsourced Conversation tackles community safety

Sarah Wolf 

Crowdsourced Conversations 
continues on Wednesday, Aug. 

HRRC executive Director Keesha Allen offers opening remarks at Crowdsourced Conversations #2: 
Housing & neighborhood Preservation.

sa
ra

h
 W

o
lf

31, 6–7:30 p.m., with the third in 
a series of four discussion-based 
forums. The focus for the Aug. 31 
session will be community safety.
 C l e v e l a n d  He i g h t s  a n d 
University Heights residents are 
invited to attend the in-person 
event at Denison Park’s picnic 
pavilion (1015 Quarry Drive).  
 The  conversat ion  ser ies 
utilizes responses from Heights-
wide surveys on the discussion 
topics to inform the small group 
conversations. Crowdsourcing in 
this way enables a wide spectrum 

of perspectives to be considered 
during each forum.
 While traditionally forums 
feature a panel discussion that 
allows for audience questions, the 
organizers of this series wanted to 
give Heights residents a chance 
to learn from one another and 
community-build while focusing 
on what is actionable by everyday 
citizens.  
 The first conversation took 
place on April 27, at Coventry 
PEACE Campus, where partici-
pants discussed sustainability and 
earth-friendly practices; the sec-
ond, on the topic of housing and 
neighborhood preservation, took 
place on June 28 at Forest Hill 
Church.
 The final 2022 Crowdsourced 
Conversation, on the topic of civic 
engagement, will be scheduled for 
the end of October.
 The forum series is planned 
as a partnership of FutureHeights’ 
Community & Civic Engagement 
Committee, the Cleveland Heights 
Green Team, Home Repair Re-
source Center, the City of Cleveland 
Heights Racial Justice Task Force, 
the Racial Inequity Repair Com-
mittee of Forest Hill Church, rep-
resentatives of Cleveland Heights 
City Council, and others. 
 This event series is free to 
attend; pre-registration is recom-
mended. To learn more about 
Crowdsourced Conversations #3: 
Community Safety, and to register, 
visit futureheights.org/community-
safety-forum/.

Sarah Wolf is the community-building 
programs manager at FutureHeights.

millikin playground 
offers fun August 
programs for all

Robin Koslen 

Free summer-fun activities at 
Millikin playground continue 
throughout the month of August.
 They include an environmental 
afternoon with a woods walk and 
art activities on Aug. 7 at 2 p.m.; 
theater games on Aug. 8 at 7 p.m., 
activities with Lake Erie Ink on 
Aug. 14 at 1:30 p.m., a concert 
with Cory Michael on Aug. 15 at 7 
p.m.; Wiz Bang Circus on Aug. 21 
at 1:30 p.m., and 10K Movement 
demonstrating and teaching hip-
hop dance on Aug. 29 at 7 p.m. (All 
activities have rain dates.)
 For additional information on 
these August activities, and a look 
ahead to September’s, send an e-
mail to cpankhurst@ameritech.net 
or robinkoslen@gmail.com.
 Millikin playground is located 
at 1700 Crest Road, and all are 
welcome.

Robin Koslen is a mom, grandma, 
Heights resident, retired teacher, part-
time activist, and full-time rebel.

NOW OPEN! 24619 Chagrin Blvd
Beachwood, OH
Phone: 216-364-1067
New gathering space for 
the community!
•Local rotating food trucks
•Local Beer
•Wine
•Speciality Cocktails
•Milkshakes
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Green Team hosts speaker series on community climate action
Natalie Elwell 

The Cleveland Heights Green Team 
(CHGT) believes that individuals and 
local governments have a responsibility 
to address climate change by developing 
and implementing a plan tailored to the 
specific needs of their communities.
 At a May 28 brainstorming event on 
climate action, hosted by the Cleveland 
Heights Green Team, Heights residents 
concluded that the path to a climate-
resilient community starts with the 
identification of a common set of data 
points and language as the foundation 
for any potential course of action.
 According to Cleveland Heights 
resident Andrew Linebarger, “The most 
important outcome of the brainstorming 
session was highlighting the need for a 
more inclusive approach to determining 
what matters most to our community in 
the face of climate impact.”
 “We felt that the process should 
be transparent and inclusive, which 
starts with equal and ample access to 
information in a manner that is easy to 
understand and relate for everyone,” 
noted Clair Bruch, who also participated 
in the May 28 session. “Understanding 
how climate change is affecting Northeast 
Ohio, learning from the successes and 
failures of cities who have already 

embarked on the development and 
implementation of their own Climate 
Action Plan, and identifying readily 
available resources that can inform and 
shape a targeted course of action are the 
first steps in developing a framework for 
climate action.”
 According to Catalina Wagers, co-
founder of CHGT, “As a first step, the 
group proposed to organize a series of 
forums intended to inform and educate 
Heights residents on climate action and 
climate advocacy topics. The idea is 
that through relatable content, Heights 
residents can develop a more informed 
and cohesive understanding of the 
specific challenges of climate change 
on our community leading to collective 
prioritization and support.”
 The next forum in the series will 
take place on Aug. 17, at Heights High 
auditorium. It will explore the partnership 
of Cleveland Heights, Shaker Heights, 
and University Heights with Power a 
Clean Future Ohio, including Cleveland 
Heights’ commitment to reducing 30% 
of its carbon emissions by 2030.
 Future forums will explore the 
link between environmental justice and 
social justice, how to become a more 
effective local climate advocate, and how 
to transition one’s home to renewable 
energy.

fUtUreheightS continued from page 1

The Noble Gardeners’ 
market opens Aug. 6
Brenda H. may 

Noble Gardeners’ Market 2022 
(NGM) will open on Aug. 6 for the 
first of eight consecutive Saturday 
mornings at the mini-park at Noble 
and Roanoke roads. Open from 
10 a.m. to noon on each market 
day, NGM provides a hyper-local 
opportunity to sell fresh flowers, 
fruits and vegetables to neighbors 
and other market-goers. The date 
of this year’s final market will be 
Sept. 24.
 Anyone who grows fruits or 
vegetables in their backyard or in 
a community garden is welcome to 
sell, for a couple of weeks or for the 
entire eight-week season. 
 Cut flowers and potted plants 
can be sold at the market, but pro-
cessed foods cannot be sold. 
 Sellers, who are not required to 
live in Cleveland Heights, provide 
their own tables or ground cloths, 
and must be able to make change 
for their customers. Buyers should 
bring small bills and coins to help 
support their neighbor-sellers.
 Most sellers harvest that morn-
ing for the market, so buyers will 
find the freshest produce outside 
of their own backyards.
 Parking is free at the meters on 
the street and in the city parking 
lot across Noble Road. There are 
no utilities or restroom facilities 
on site.
 NGM is staffed by volunteers, 
and vendors are not charged for 
table space. 
 The primary goal of the market 
is to foster community by bring-
ing together people with common 
interests. Folks share growing and 
cooking tips, stories about grand-
parents who grew their own food, 
and dreams of future gardens. The 
community is made richer through 
these growing friendships, and 
healthier from eating this home-
grown produce.
 NGM follows Ohio’s current 
ma sk  and  soc i a l  d i s t anc ing 
guidelines regarding COVID-19. 
As of July 1, Cuyahoga County was 
experiencing medium transmission 
levels (yellow in the state’s rating 
system). Participants should gauge 
their own needs for infection 
protection and mask accordingly.
 For additional information, 
visit www.nobleneighbors.com, or 
send an e-mail to nobleneighbors@
gmail.com.

Brenda H. May is one of the leaders of 
Noble Neighbors.

hood and the neighborhood surrounding 
Cleveland Heights High School.
 Community forums: Future-
Heights has always sought to engage and 
empower Heights residents by hosting or 
co-hosting public forums on various top-
ics of community interest and concern. 
Recent forums have included “Shared 
Space: What Makes a Neighborhood?,” 
“A Conversation About Severance” and 
“Electing Our First Mayor: Moving Cleve-
land Heights Forward.”
 Heights Observer: FutureHeights 
founded and publishes this monthly, 
hyper-local print publication that is 
focused exclusively on news about Cleve-
land Heights and University Heights. 
In the four years that it has entered the 
Press Club of Cleveland’s annual All Ohio 
Excellence in Journalism Awards, it has 
consistently been named one of Ohio’s 
best community newspapers.
 N o b l e  n e i g h b o r h o o d : 
FutureHeights works with Noble 
Neighbors, the cities of Cleveland Heights 
and East Cleveland, and the Northeast 
Ohio Alliance for Hope on projects to 
enhance Noble Road and strengthen the 
surrounding neighborhood.
 H e i g h t s  M u s i c  H o p : 
FutureHeights founded and produces 
this annual free music event. In 2021, 
it adapted to COVID by hosting a 
pandemic-friendly event on three 
outdoor stages in Cleveland Heights’ 
Cedar Lee Business District.
 Mini-grants: This ongoing grant-
making program supports community 
projects in the Heights, helping many 
to get off the ground. In 2021, the 
FutureHeights Neighborhood Mini-
Grants Program awarded $10,452 
to 14 projects in several Heights 
neighborhoods, supporting public 
art, community gardens, creative 
placemaking initiatives, youth activities, 
and sustainability education.
 Sponsorship opportunities are still 

available for businesses and organi-
zations interested in sponsoring the 
2022 FutureHeights Annual Benefit.
 For information, contact Fu-
tureHeights Interim Director 
Micah Kirman at mekirman@

 The first forum, What is a Climate 
Action Plan, took place on July 20. 
Representatives from Oberlin, Shaker 
Heights, and Cleveland outlined their 
strategies to mitigate the impact of 
climate change and build climate 
resiliency in their communities through 
the development and implementation 
of their own climate action plans. In a 
candid and relatable manner, they shared 
their reasons for developing a climate 
action plan, the lessons they learned 
from its implementation, and the impact 
it has had on their communities. The 
forum was recorded and can be viewed 
on CHGT’s website.
 “Our ultimate goal is to provide a 
space for the community to engage in 
healthy, productive, and inclusive dialog 
that can provide valuable insights in the 
framing of climate action policy,” said 
Wagers. “We look forward to seeing a 
wide and diverse representation of our 
community at these events.”
 For more information, visit www.
chgreenteam.org.

Natalie Elwell is director of gender equity 
practice at World Resources Institute in 
Washington, D.C. She is co-founder of the 
Cleveland Heights Green Team. She works 
remotely, and dedicates her free time to advocate 
for environmental protection and activism.

futureheights.org.

Robert Brown is a city planner with 45 years 
of experience; for nine years, he was Cleveland’s 
planning director. A resident of Cleveland 
Heights, Brown is a FutureHeights board member.

Advertise 
in the

Heights 
Observer

 

A collaboration between  

If you sell art, crafts and handmade goods, this is for you: 

Creative Marketplace 
Low-cost advertising for 
members of the creative community  
 
Available only for the holidays – October-December issues 
 
• Creative Marketplace provides shared ad space in the Heights 

Observer – just for artists and artisans.  

• Subsidized by HeightsArts and the Heights Observer, you 
won’t find a more affordable way to reach the community.  

8,500 copies • As low as $20 per issue 

Details at HeightsObserver.org > Advertise > Display 
Deadlines: 9/15 for October; 10/13 for November; 11/10 for December 
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2747 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106
www.stpauls-church.org

Bluegrass Eucharist
9 a.m. | August 7, and 
September 4

Summer Worship
7:45 a.m. | Holy Eucharist 
Spoken service

9 a.m. | Holy Eucharist (ASL) 
Outdoor Service

10:30 a.m. | Holy Eucharist 
(livestreamed)

Need affordable Medicare 
that’s in step with your life?

This is an advertisement. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and 
product availability varies by state. 

Choosing the right Medicare coverage can 
be confusing.
I can help you find a plan 
that’s right for YOU  
and YOUR BUDGET.

Call today for personalized service!
(216) 375-5902

Kathy Carvin
Licensed Insurance Agent 

Kathy Carvin 
Licensed Insurance Agent

This is an advertisement. 

Not all agents are licensed 

to sell all products. Service 

and product availability 

varies by state.  

46275-HM-0920

8000 Square f�t of supervised play

GardenWalk CH 2022 featured a riot of blooms
Kim Sergio Inglis 

GardenWalk CH 2022 (July 16 and 
17) provided Heights residents 
and visitors with the opportunity 
to tour, for free, more than 40 
gardens and yards in Cleveland 
Heights.
 Some of the stops along the tour 
showcased flowers at their peak 
bloom time. 
 Among them were the fleeting 
but spectacular daylilies, echinacea 
(coneflowers), and even a water lily, 
at a garden on Englewood Road, 
which also featured a raised-bed 
vegetable garden, espalied apple 

trees, and a giant bird aviary. Sharp-
eyed visitors might also have spied 
the baby praying mantis, perched on 
a daylily bloom.
 At a double-yard garden on 
Cambridge Road, perennials and an-
nuals were everywhere, in pots and 
in the ground, leading the eye—and 
feet—along numerous pathways full 
of color, attracting garden visitors 
and pollinators, including a hum-
mingbird that the homeowner said 
returns every year.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of 
the Heights Observer, and is a Cuyahoga 
County master gardener volunteer.

This pond was one of the many varied features in a multi-purpose garden on englewood Road.

ki
m

 s
er

g
io

 iN
g

li
s

ki
m

 s
er

g
io

 iN
g

li
s

Plants of all shapes and sizes led visitors through a double-yard garden on Cambridge Road.
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Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

Tree Service Year Round
Pruning•Removals•Cabling & Bracing 
•Fertilization & Spraying• Air Spading

Proper Pruning of Fruit and  
Ornamental Trees

We sell and properly plant 
trees and shrubs

Fully Insured•Certified Arborist on staff

ISA TCIA NAA•ISA Certified #OH-6736

ARDMORE TREE SERVICE
Serving Tree Care Needs in the Heights 

for over 40 years

Free Estimates & Consultations
ardmoretreeservice@gmail.com•216-486-5551

The Class of 2022 will be attending the following 
colleges, universities, and more:

Allegheny College
Bowling Green State     
  University
Capital University
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve      
  University
Central State University
Clark Atlanta University
Cleveland State University
College of Wooster 
Columbia College Chicago
Cuyahoga Community  
  College
Defiance College
DePaul University
Drexel University
Eastern Michigan     
  University
Erie Community College
Fashion Institute of   
  Technology
Florida Memorial University
Garden City Community  
  College
Hampton University
Hondros College of     
  Nursing
Howard University

Independence Community  
  College
Indiana State University
Indiana University   
  Bloomington
John Carroll University
Kent State University
Kentucky State University
Lake Forest College
Lakeland Community  
  College
Lorenzo de’Medici Institute
Loyola University Chicago
Mercyhurst University
Michigan State University
Morehouse College
Morgan State University
Niagara University
Norfolk State University
Notre Dame College
Occidental College
Ohio Dominican University
Ohio Media School - Valley  
  View
Ohio University
Ohio Wesleyan University
Purdue University
School of the Art Institute of  
  Chicago

South Carolina State     
  University
Southern University   
  Shreveport
Tennessee State University
The College of William &  
  Mary
The Ohio State University
Tiffin University
Tuskegee University
United States Army
United States Navy
University of Akron
University of Cincinnati
University of Detroit Mercy
University of Mount Union
University of Rochester
University of Southern  
  California
University of Toledo
Ursuline College
Vassar College
Washington University in  
  St. Louis 
Wayne State University
Wells College
West Virginia University
Wilberforce University
Wright State University
Youngstown State University

CONGRATULATIONS

Class of 2022
Heights High

The Class of 2022 combined to receive more than 

$17.3 MILLION in college scholarship offers.

CH-UH and Tri-C partnership supports adult learners

Shari Nacson

In addition to educating Heights 
students from pre-K through grade 
12, the CH-UH school district also 
supports adult learners through a 
partnership with Cuyahoga Com-
munity College’s (Tri-C) Aspire/
Options program, which houses its 
hub in the district’s Delisle building. 
 Salome Harris is the coordi-
nator of Tri-C’s eastside Aspire 
sites. The program provides non-
collegiate community-based adult 
learning, free of charge. 
 Courses include literacy and 
math skills, field training, high 
school equivalency diplomas, and 
English language for new learners. 
From that hub at Delisle, Harris co-
ordinates services from East Cleve-
land to Willowick, and in between. 
 Cleveland Heights program 
locations have included Heights 
High, Delisle itself, and the Noble 
Neighborhood Library. The Lee 
Road Library is in the process of 
becoming an English class site, as 
well.
 “We have over 30 years of part-
nership with the CH-UH school 
district and the Heights Libraries,” 
said Harris. 
 That partnership is essential to 
students such as Albertine Layele, 
who immigrated to the United 
States from Benin in 2017. 
 While living with her daugh-

ter in University Heights, Layele 
started classes with instructor Alisa 
Warshay, who has been teaching 
in the program since 2018. Layele 
attended classes, which meet for 
2.5 hours twice a week, for about 
one year. As her English improved, 
she was able to secure a better 
job—which ironically made it hard 
to get to class. Warshay helped her 
match to an online class, which was 
a big help. 
 Realizing that her students 
needed English practice outside 
of the classroom, Warshay created 
an English Conversation Partners 
program, wherein she matches stu-
dents with community volunteers 
for twice monthly conversational 
practice. 
 Layele was matched with Louise 
Abrams. The pair would sometimes 
undertake intentional lessons; other 
times they would go into the com-
munity and talk about what’s around 
them.
 “We focus on problem-solving,” 
said Abrams, “going to concerts, 
the library, and the botanic garden 
together. We have pleasant con-
versations while doing something 
enjoyable.”
 The “work” quickly became 
friendship and moral support, and 
included going to the bank together 
to sort out an issue. Abrams’s hus-
band was recruited to help Layele 
learn to drive. The relationship is 
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English Conversation Partners Albertine Layele  (foreground) and Louise Abrams use everyday tasks, 
such as banking, as an opportunity to practice Layele’s language skills.

mutually gratifying, because it is 
anchored in friendship.
 Layele encourages people from 
other countries to take a class 
through this program. “It helps a lot 
with work,” Layele explained. “And 
work has helped a lot with learning 
English.” 
 Entering her third year of 
studies, Layele now will be taking 
courses directly at Tri-C, and is 
excited about moving from a high 
school to a college campus.
 Harris explains that communi-
ty-embedded programming helps 
people get connected. 
 For example, when an immi-
grant family enrolls its children in 
CH-UH schools, Tri-C’s offerings 
are accessible for the parents, too. 
 Bu i ld ing communit y rela-
tionships is helpful to someone 
who is settl ing into American 
life. There is a sense of safety and 
familiarity being in schools and 
 libraries. 
 In a typical year, said Harris, 

the Heights-based hub serves more 
than 1,000 students on Cleveland’s 
east side.
 “It was easy to find the classes,” 
said Layele. “I looked on my phone, 
and I made an appointment to at-
tend an orientation.” 
 Those interested in high school 
equivalency or English language 
classes can book an August orienta-
tion date to register for fall classes, 
which begin Aug. 29. 
 Visit www.tri-c.edu/ohiooptions 
and click on the orange button that 
says “Register Here.” 
 Anyone interested in becoming 
an English Conversation Partner 
volunteer should contact Alisa War-
shay at awarshay@gmail.com.  

Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, is a 
mother, freelance editor, social worker, 
and nonprofit consultant who has lived 
in Cleveland Heights for 22 years. More 
than anything, Nacson is inspired by kids 
and adults who build connection through 
kindness.
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

JUNE 28, 2022 — work session
Board members present were Malia Lewis 
(president), Dan Heintz, James Posch, Jodi 
Sourini, and Beverly Wright. Also present were 
Superintendent Elizabeth Kirby and Treasurer 
Scott Gainer. 

Presentations
Felisha Gould, assistant superintendent, and 
Allison Byrd, director of data, research, and 
assessment, reviewed the strategic plan goals 
and Key Performance Indicators. They pre-
sented data collected on attendance and early 
literacy. Attendance for school year 2019–20 
was 92.3 percent. In 2020–21, because of CO-
VID, students moved to remote instruction and 
attendance dropped to 88.3 percent. Daily at-
tendance for 2021–22 increased after the first 
semester. The school year ended with the dis-
trict’s overall attendance rate at 90.21 percent.
 The percentage of students with chronic ab-
senteeism for 2021 –22 is 45.5 percent. Chronic 
absenteeism is defined as students missing 10 
percent or more of scheduled school time, and 
includes both unexcused and excused absences.
 “Quarantine at home” code was used for 
1,600 students. Both students and staff have 
been impacted by COVID, and incentives are 
being used to recognize and reward student at-
tendance.
 Early literacy (K–2) has been impacted. 
Skill gaps need to be filled while teaching 
grade-level standards to maintain consistency 
of literacy instruction. Re-engaging students and 
families will help attain the district’s strategic 
plan goal of 100-percent grade-three literacy 
by 2026.
 Middle school and high school grades in 
English/language arts (ELA) and mathematics 
increased when students returned to in-person 
instruction. Building Level Action Plans for 
2022–23 have been written to address math 
and ELA focus areas. 
 Kirby said that there will be additional data 
sessions in the fall as more of the data is assem-
bled and analyzed.
 Board members Posch, Heintz, and Lewis 
stated [that math is critical] for post-high school 
success, and asked about plans to improve math 
scores. The board discussed the need to assist 
individual students who have difficulty with ab-
stract reasoning.
 Kirby stressed a need for tutors. The tutors 
would work across all schools in ELA and, par-
ticularly, math. This is a paid position.

Treasurer’s report 
Treasurer Gainer noted that the majority of the 
budget is allocated for salaries and has already 
been approved. He presented budget items for 
non-salaried items. An “appropriation” is the 
legal approval to spend money that has been 
allocated. Budget units are broken down by 
departments, operational units, and other des-
ignations. Principals and project managers are 
managers of their departments’ budgets.
 Posch said there continues to be difficulty in 

setting a budget without confirmation of money 
from the state.
 The board approved the budget.

LWV Observer: Rosemarie Fairman.

JULY 5, 2022 — regular meeting
All board members were present, as were the 
superintendent and treasurer.

Public comments
Concerned about the process of enrolling for-
eign exchange students, residents proposed us-
ing an organization other than AFS.
 A resident asked about the status of the 
committee charged with overseeing district poli-
cies and procedures related to sexual assault 
and harassment. This resident also expressed 
concern about the state of Ohio’s change in who 
is eligible for food assistance, and the district’s 
response.

Board comments 
The board discussed the flying of a rainbow flag 
and a Black pride flag, and whether the district 
should develop policies and make logistical de-
cisions about such displays.
 The board also discussed venues for future 
graduation ceremonies—outdoor versus indoor 
locations, and use of the high school versus 
rental of off-site venues.

Superintendent’s comments 
The Sex Based Advisory Committee had its first 
meeting June 23. Information about its work will 
be posted on the district’s website. Each school 
has a threat-assessment training plan. 
 The district is looking for academic success 
tutors. 

Treasurer’s report
Treasurer Gainer continued his “three things 
about school finance” series, noting:
 There is a difference between cash basis 
accounting and GAAP (generally accepted ac-
counting principles). At the end of the year, the 
cash basis accounting must be reconciled into 
GAAP accounting. 
 The county auditor’s office charged $1.6 mil-
lion last year for the collection of property taxes.
 The CH-UH City School District received 
the state’s highest distinction for its financial re-
port, and the status of Financial Audit of Distinc-
tion in 2021 for having no audit issues.
 Dan Heintz reminded everyone that schools 
accepting vouchers do not have to undergo any 
sort of audit process. He also reported that 20 
percent of Ohio’s public school districts are now 
participating in the voucher lawsuit.

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.

Documents for all board meetings can be ac-
cessed at www.chuh.org/BoardofEducation.
aspx. Board meetings are livestreamed at www.
youtube.com/CHUHSchools, and recorded for 
later viewing.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Board of Education 
Meeting highlights

has some of the most supportive 
parents I’ve ever experienced, and 
great students,” she said.
 Starting a new school year is 
never without its bumps. Becom-
ing principal during the coronavi-
rus pandemic brought that chal-
lenge to another level. Pilla’s focus 
was meeting students where they 
were academically, then bridging 
the gaps that occurred during 
the f irst year of the pandemic. 
Schedu les were t wea ked,  a nd 
educational aides and volunteers 
were added, providing targeted 
learning at every level. In addi-
tion, lessons in social-emotional 
learning were implemented. 
 In-school enrichment was ex-
panded, and the new student news-
paper, The Sabre Scoop, was launched. 
 Entrepreneurial opportunities 
were created, from student partici-
pation in the COS Holiday Pop-Up 
Shop to the Alpha Jump program. 
Band and drama programs returned. 
 To balance the intensity of aca-
demics, Pilla brought events to the 
school, including Alpaca Day, Turkey 
Game Day before Thanksgiving, 
guest speakers, field trips, and a tal-
ent show.
 With her first year under her 
belt, Pilla is excited about the future 
of COS, and preparing its students 
for success.

Eileen Ryan Ewen is a children’s book il-
lustrator and volunteer librarian at Com-
munion of Saints School. Her children 
attend COS.

Eileen Ryan Ewen

Loretta Pilla knows something about 
being the new kid in school. The 
Communion of Saints School (COS) 
principal, who recently wrapped up 
her first year at the school, fell in 
love with education when she was in 
third grade.
 Pilla and her family had emi-
grated from Italy to Boston when she 
was 8. Despite the culture shock of 
moving to a new country and learn-
ing English, she thrived. She earned 
a degree in education at Boston 
College, where she met her husband. 
They moved to Cleveland, which 
Pilla said is “the perfect place to 
raise a family.” The couple has three 
children.
 Fluent in both Italian and Span-
ish, Pilla taught Spanish at Notre 
Dame Elementary School. She served 
as assistant principal at St. Mary’s 
in Chardon, and, in 2010, became 
principal at Mater Dei Academy. 
 Pilla came to Communion of 
Saints School in 2021. While taking 
her leadership role in stride, she said 
she’s “always happy to be a student.” 
 As she led the school this past 
year, she learned much about the stu-
dents, their families, the parish, and 
the Cleveland Heights neighborhood 
she calls home five days a week.
 The 100-year-old campus re-
minds Pilla of Rome. “Walking the 
grounds, the history of the school 
comes alive.” Beyond architecture 
and history, Pilla found a strong com-
munity of welcoming families. “COS 

COS principal concludes first 
year, looks ahead to year two

EM
ILY

 V
EL

IC
H

KA

CIGAR BOX continued from page 1

Principal Loretta Pilla with second-grade students on Field Day.  
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No need to wait a month for more community news. 

get the 

Heights Observer  

e-news in your inbox every Tuesday.
 

sign up for free at  
bit.ly/Ho-enews

(No spam; you can unsubscribe with  
a single click at any time) 

 While the workshop is free, 
space is limited, and registration is 
required. 
 To learn more, or to register, 
send an e-mail to noblecigarbox-
guitarproject@gmail.com.
    Additional information about 
this year’s program, and photos of 
last summer’s workshop, can be 
found online at www.noblecigarbox-
guitarproject.com.

Shop  
Local

    The Noble Cigar Box Guitar 
Project is a collaboration between 
Hum & Strum (Cleveland Heights 
Senior Center) and Noble Neigh-
bors, and is partially funded by 
a FutureHeights Neighborhood 
Mini-Grant.

Don McBride is part of the Noble Cigar 
Box Guitar Project and a member of 
Hum & Strum and Noble Neighbors.
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is growing as well,” said Heather 
Howiler, continuing education 
manager. “This internship offers a 
taste of the field for young people 
who are interested in pursuing it in 
college or after.”
 The library also has offered young 
people public service practicum 
experiences through its unpaid 
Library Experience program, which 
sets up a customized experience for 

students that fulfills more formal 
high school or college requirements, 
such as senior projects, or college and 
graduate school apprenticeships. 
 The program, which started in 
2017, hosted two Library Experience 
students this summer, both of 
whom worked in the Lee Road 
Youth Services department: Trinity 
Kimbro, a rising senior at Heights 
High, and Maddie Hellwig, a junior at 
Ohio University majoring in English 
literature and writing and pursuing 
a certificate in deaf resources. Both 
students hope to pursue Master of 
Library and Information Science 
(MLIS) degrees when they finish 

HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

JUNE 21, 2022
Board members present were President Gabe 
Crenshaw, Patti Carlyle, and Dana Fluellen. 
Not present were Annette Iwamoto, Tyler Mc-
Tigue, Vikas Turakhia and Vice President Max 
Gerboc. Because there was no quorum, no 
board action could be taken.

Public comments
Continuing Education Manager Heather How-
iler gave a presentation on how the computer 
labs at the Heights Knowledge and Innovation 
Center are becoming innovation labs. Howiler 
showed examples of patrons’ products created 
with 3-D printers. 
 Coventry PEACE Campus (CPC) Board 
President Krista Hawthorne made several re-
quests of the board: copies of bills for 2020–
21, a public records request for a copy of 
the Allegro report, and the total income and 
expenses for the Coventry PEACE building 
since the library acquired it. A CPC tenant art-
ist asked the board how common space in the 
PEACE building will be handled.

Director’s report
Because there was no quorum, the board 
could not vote, as planned, on the letter of in-
tent (LOI) form which lists the terms and condi-
tions for individual lease negotiations with the 
tenants at the building at 2843 Washington 
Blvd. (Coventry PEACE Campus). Heights Li-
braries Director Nancy Levin stated that some 
wording in the LOI had been changed based 
on feedback from tenants. The option-to-renew 
portion is now clearly stated, including a 3 
percent annual increase. Levin stated tenants 
would have first choice on use of common 
space, and there would be a fee schedule for 
using common spaces for events. Levin stated 
that in May and June many hours were spent 
on continuing correspondence between CPC 
and the library. Attorneys are working on 

terms for both parties to enter [into] negotia-
tions. Levin stated that $84,603.68 has been 
spent on repairs, including the HVAC repairs, 
and that an additional amount of $47,358.79 
was pending action. Levin took notes on ques-
tions posed at this meeting, and stated answers 
would be provided.
 Levin updated the board on repairs and 
computer upgrades made at several of the 
branch libraries.
 A new partnership is developing with the 
Farrell Foundation which would provide for 
enrichment classes along with the Dementia 
Friendly Community Initiative.
 Levin reported that HB 327, the “divisive 
concepts” bill, did not move forward in the leg-
islative process. [She said] it is still important 
to keep in touch with representatives, because 
when the lame-duck session returns in the fall, 
anything could still be on the table, including 
HB 327.

Personnel report
The library is recommending an across-the-
board 2 percent increase in staff salaries. A 
special meeting will be held in early July to 
vote on this. 

Public service report highlights
Heights Libraries Deputy Director Kim DeNe-
ro-Ackroyd reported on the summer reading-
themed activities that have been held. The num-
ber of visitors to the libraries has not returned 
to pre-pandemic levels; however, circulation 
remains high.

LWV Observer: Elizabeth M. Tracy. 

Information about the board, meeting minutes 
and audio recordings of board meetings can 
be found at https://heightslibrary.org/loca-
tions/heights-libraries-board.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Public Library Board  
Meeting highlights

convergence-continuum presents:

For Tickets & Info:
www.convergence-continuum.org
or call 216-687-0074
LIMINIS THEATER | 2438 Scranton Rd. 
Cleveland OH 44113

August 26 - September 17
Thursday - Saturday

In a suburban subdivision with identical houses, parents 
find their teenagers addicted to an online horror video 
game. The game setting? A subdivision with identical hous-
es. The goal? Smash through an army of zombies to escape 
the neighborhood for good. But as the line blurs between 
virtual and reality, both parents and players realize that 
fear has a life of its own.

Tickets $18-$23 | Student & Senior Discounts Available

Neighborhood 3:
Requisition of Doom 
by Jennifer Haley

Free	books	mailed		
to	your	young	child!	

If	your	child	is		
4	years	old	or	younger	

and	lives	in	Cuyahoga	County	
Please	register	online	at:	

Imagina5onLibrary.com	

 

Pavers & Remodelers 
Honest & Fair 

Free 

estimates 

WWEE  WWIILLLL  NNOOTT  BBEE  UUNNDDEERRSSOOLLDD  
 

216.397.6349 
class1pavers.com 

ROOFS: House & Garage 
                Flats, Repairs 
Kitchens & Baths 

Daisha Spicer showed kids how to make ori-
gami at Heights Libraries’ Noble Neighborhood 
branch.
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Heights Libraries expands its summer internships
Sheryl Banks 

As part of its commitment to 
workforce development, Heights 
Libraries expanded its internship 
opportunities for young people this 
summer. Starting in June, the library 
has hosted six interns across its four 
branches—five high school students 
and one college student.
 Since 2016, Heights Libraries has 
offered the Teen Tech Ambassador 
program, a paid internship that 
gives two students a chance to learn 
about customer service, technology, 
and tech teaching by working in 
the library’s Continuing Education 
Department. This summer’s Teen 
Tech Ambassadors were Henry 
Turner, a rising senior at Cleveland 
Heights High School, and Reid 
Autero, a rising sophomore at Villa 
Angela-St. Joseph High School. 
 “Tech l iteracy is becoming 
increasingly important as more 
and more aspects of our lives move 
online, so the field of tech training 

 continued on page 19
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Library welcomes strategic projects manager

Sheryl Banks 

Kaela Sweeney has joined Heights 
Libraries’ management team as the 
new strategic projects manager. She 
replaces Maggie Kinney, who moved 
to the Coventry Village branch man-
ager position in 2021.

 Sweeney, who grew up in Georgia 
and attended college in Ohio, has a 
background in public education and 
curriculum development. She taught 
English, journalism, creative writ-
ing and public speaking at both the 
middle- and high-school level, and said 
that experience is a big part of what 

HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

 continued on page 19

     The 43rd 
Heights Heritage  
        Home & Garden Tour 
        presented by: Heights Community Congress

Sunday, 
September 18, 2022 

12:00 pm to 6:00 pm 
For more information or to order tickets on-line visit: 

www.HeightsCongress.org 
All proceeds to benefit Heights Community Congress

Tickets: $20.00 
After Labor Day 
all tickets are $25.00 

  TheTouris 
Back inTown!

Tickets also go on sale August 1st at these Tour Sponsor locations: 
Appletree Books - Cedar-Fairmount   •   Bremec Garden Center - Cedar-Taylor 

Heinen’s - South Green   •   The Stone Oven - Lee Road  
Tommy’s Restaurant - Coventry Village   •   Zagara’s Marketplace - Lee Road

Supporting seniors in need and those who serve them

McGregor believes seniors 
should be safe, happy and 

independent in a home they love!

• Assisted & Independent Living
• Long Term Nursing
• Rehabilitation
• Hospice & Palliative Care
• PACE
• The McGregor Foundation

14900 Private Drive  
Cleveland, OH 44112  |  216.851.8200

www.mcgregoramasa.org

What’s going on at your library?
Coventry Village Branch
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Saturday, Aug. 20, noon to 10 p.m.
Annual Pekar Park Comic Book Fest. 
The Pekar Park Comic Book Fest 
is back, with fun for all ages. It will 
feature crafts, vendors, panel discus-
sions, art, refreshments, and so many 
comics—plus, a family-friendly movie 
in Coventry PEACE Park at 8 p.m.

Lee Road Branch
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Thursday, Aug. 4, 6 p.m.
Intro to Seed Saving. Learn the skills 
needed to start saving your own 
seeds at this family-friendly work-
shop. Learn about open-pollinated 
and heirloom varieties, and what 
kinds of seeds can help preserve bio-
logical diversity. Our speaker, from 
the Cleveland Seed Bank, will dis-
cuss how to harvest and store seeds 
so they are ready to plant next year. 
Resources will be provided for the 
seed-starting techniques that will be 

discussed. Registration is required.

Noble Neighborhood Branch
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Tuesday, Aug. 23, 7 p.m.
Live Trivia at the Library. Tired of 
virtual trivia? How about doing this 
in-person again? Come to the library, 
team up with friends, and prove 
your smarts. Questions will cover a 
wide range of topics, and be family-
friendly. Registration is required.

University Heights Branch
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Wednesday, Aug. 10, 6 p.m.
Readers Roller Rink. Lace up your 
skates and snap on your helmet! 
We’re turning the University 
Heights Library’s parking lot into 
an after-hours roller disco party! 
Join us for music, snacks, and fun! 
Note: Patrons are responsible for 
bringing their own skates and safety 
equipment.
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intensive outpatient program being 
developed,” Hammond said. Those 
two programs are for people who no 
longer need inpatient services.
 It was the opportunity to help 
build the program at the county 
jail, to increase mental and medical 
services there, that initially drew 
Hammond to MetroHealth.
 Delivering those services be-
came even more challenging in the 
spring of 2020.
 “The jail was in the process of 
shifting counseling services from 
individual to group sessions,” Ham-
mond recalled. “We were seeing 
some great results, and we were able 
to help a lot more people.”
 Then came the start of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.
 The staff quickly reverted group 
sessions to individual sessions, and 
did so with no change in staffing 
levels.
 “Providing those services to the 
inmates turned out to be a major 
factor in helping to quell some of 
the initial fears there surrounding 
COVID-19,” said Hammond.
 Before joining MetroHealth, 
Hammond was a clinical psycholo-
gist at the Louis Stokes Cleveland 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center. He also worked at 
the Ohio Department of Rehabilita-
tion and Corrections, where he was 
eventually appointed chief of mental 
health.
 “I’ve worked in environments 
with intense conditions,” said Ham-
mond, who also has served as a mili-
tary psychologist for more than 20 
years, including his current tenure 
with the Army National Guard, 
which included a year-long deploy-
ment to Iraq in 2007.
 According to Hammond, the 
key to effective patient care is 
putting in place strong quality-im-
provement processes and following 
evidence-based practices. “I want to 
take what I’ve learned and apply it 
to the most underserved members 
of our community,” said Hammond.

Angela Townsend is a senior writer in 
the department of marketing and com-
munications at The MetroHealth System.

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Hammond to oversee clinical services 
at MetroHealth’s new CH hospital

Angela Townsend

Robert Hammond, PsyD, will over-
see the social workers, psychologists 
and behavioral health specialists on 
staff when the MetroHealth Cleve-
land Heights Behavioral Health 
Hospital opens on Oct. 8.
 Hammond, the new director of 
clinical services, is leading a team 
that is developing programing and 
building a curriculum for the various 
patient treatment units.
 The inpatient curriculum for 
the 112-bed hospital is based on 
non-drug interventions that in-
clude therapy, support groups and 
classes—activities that promote 
interaction, engagement and learn-
ing skills.
 “Instead of an individual hav-
ing to undergo years and years of 
therapy,” said Hammond, “we look 
for how we can have measurable 
change in the shortest time possible. 
We want to give clinicians the tools 
they need to be able to manage their 
cases more effectively and move 
their patients to improved health.”
 Hammond joined The Metro-
Health System in December 2019 as 
a staff psychologist at the Cuyahoga 
County Jail, two months after Me-
troHealth assumed responsibility 
for all medical care at the jail.
 “Part of my role is to connect 
the dots across a l l treatments, 
whether it’s at the jail, the Behav-
ioral Health Hospital, or the par-
tial hospitalization program and 

Robert Hammond, PsyD.
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GLASS 
BLOWIN 
CLASSES! 

NOW 
OPEN 

DAILY 
SHOP OVER 

100 CREATORS 
FROMNEO 

CHECK OUR 
CALENDAR 

FOR DEMOS 
& TASTINGS! 

@MADE.CLEVELAND 

SCOTT HAIGH
Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email:   ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Just sold!  
23638 Wimbledon Rd, Shaker Heights

Helping display and 
preserve your art and 
memories since 1973

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
By appointment only

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-397-7671 woodtraderframing.com
Get $25 off on framing over $100

MOLA! 
MOLA! 
MOLA!

Stop in and learn about these fabulous 
works of art! Many to choose from, or 

bring yours to frame.

Marchant Manor CheeseMarchant Manor Cheese

2211 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio         (216) 860-18622211 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio         (216) 860-1862
  marchantmanor.com                 marchantmanor.com               

Handmade artisan cheese • Cheese accoutrementsHandmade artisan cheese • Cheese accoutrements

C H E E S E  H A P P Y  H O U RC H E E S E  H A P P Y  H O U R
W E D N E S D A Y - F R I D A YW E D N E S D A Y - F R I D A Y

4 P - 6 P4 P - 6 P
2 5 %  o f f  e a t - i n  c h e e s e2 5 %  o f f  e a t - i n  c h e e s e

2  g l a s s e s  o f  w i n e  f o r  t h e2  g l a s s e s  o f  w i n e  f o r  t h e
p r i c e  o f  o n ep r i c e  o f  o n e
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HEIGHTS ARTS

55
  
Plumbing        Plumbing        
AssessmentAssessment

216-932-9755 VEHbrothers.com     

Limited to 45 minutes. Parts and labor for repairs 
additional. Excludes HVAC systems. Valid during 
normal workday hours. One discount per visit. 

Expires 8/31/22

Generations 
of Hann 
Family 

Experience. 

Bill 
Hann

Chris 
Hann

Heating | Cooling | Plumbing 

Bonded • Insured
OH LIC #24462 

7878$$
Small plumbing leaks can quickly 
lead to BIG problems...
   Mold & unpleasant odors
   Damage to plumbing fixtures
   Compromised floors, ceilings, & walls
   Excessive water usage & high water bills  

Only     Only     

Books are art in upcoming group show

exploring here those times when we 
arrive in the middle (or the muddle) 
of a story without knowledge of 
what preceded or eventually ensued. 
Can we suspend our proclivity to 
imagine a context without the facts, 
or is the pressure to make sense 
of the momentarily nonsensical 
ultimately overpowering?”
 T h e s e  t w o  e x h i b i t i o n s 
reverberate with meaning as pages 
pluck strings of symbols linked 
along chains of stories. The shared 
experience of the human condition 
is a burgeoning book, and Heights 
Arts presents new volumes for 
visitors to explore.  
 For  more  i n for mat ion on 
Heights Arts’ community programs 
a nd  e vents ,  i nc lud i n g  house 
concerts, gallery performances and 
outreach, visit www.heightsarts.org. 

Tom Ma saveg  i s  a  p u blic  a r ti s t 
specializing in augmented reality 
installation and graphite works on 
paper. He’s also the programs manager 
at  Heights  Ar ts.  Contact  him at 
programs@heightsarts.org.

by the Heights Arts Exhibition 
Community Team after an open 
call for applicants this past spring, 
are Melissa Bloom, Phyllis Brody, 
Yiyun Chen, Julianne Edberg, Gene 
Epstein, Michael Gill, Jeanetta 
Ho, Amy Jacobs, Karen Koykka 
O’Neal, Rachel Morris, Wendy 
Partridge, Zoe Taylor, and Emanuel 
Wallace.  
 Ho described her process for 
blending the pages of a book with 
imagination: “Capitalizing on the 
ethereal qualities of handmade 
mi lkweed paper,  these books 
weave the seemingly ephemeral, 
mystical sheets into objects that 
can be opened to catch the light 
and release its spirit.” The patterns 
of the milkweed fibers pressed 
into Ho’s pages tell stories that 
otherwise drift away in dreams of 
growth, f lowering, dying back and 
then f lying again.
 In a simultaneous Spotlight 
Ga l ler y exhibition at Heights 
Arts, ceramic artist Jackie Miller 
identi f ies patterns that form 
a long the th reshold bet ween 
nonsense and poignant clarity. In 
presenting her porcelain body of 
work, Miller asks, “What happens 
when predator, prey, consumer of 
carrion (with keen eyesight), and an 
inanimate object animated only in 
the mind of a human encounter one 
another? What if we only observe 
a split second of their story? I am 

Tom Masaveg 

Visual  artists  have long been 
fascinated by books, often because 
books provide a way to distribute 
reproductions of original works. 
  Im p a g i n a t i o n ,  a  g r o u p 
exhibition at Heights Arts that 
will open Friday, Aug. 19, and run 
through Sunday, Oct. 16, is not 
about reproductions; in this show, 
books themselves are one-of-a-kind 
works of art, designed to be held in 
the hands and leafed through in a 
narrative sequence.   
 The 13 featured artists, selected 

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Spirit Book by Jeanetta Ho.

At Sea by Jackie Miller.
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yummy

fun

voted safest joint in town

“inda heights”

2196 lee road
cleveland heights

216.932.9000 mojocle.com

d i n i n g  room now open
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Soul brothers: Antoine Dunn (and his brother; and me and mine)

David Budin

Here’s a story I didn’t tell Antoine 
Dunn when I talked to him on the 
phone recently:
 When I was about 8, there was a 
kid, Mike, who was a year older, liv-
ing a few houses from mine, in Cleve-
land Heights. I already knew I want-
ed to be a musician and performer. 
He already knew that he wanted to 
be a disc jockey and announcer. His 
house had a screened-in first-floor 
back porch. He would be up there on 
the porch, playing Elvis Presley and 
Ricky Nelson records on his little 
portable turntable, and I’d be on the 
lawn just below, lip-synching the 
records and mimicking each singer’s 
movements. After every song, Mike 
would pick up a toy microphone and 
back-announce the record, and give 
other relevant information, like the 
typical AM DJs of the day. We did 
that all one summer.
 Then, when I was about 21, I 
went to Columbus, Ohio, from New 
York City, to work on an act with 
a new singing partner. One day I 

was walking around The Ohio State 
University campus, and I ran into my 
childhood friend Mike. We talked 
for a few minutes, and then he asked 
me what I’d been doing. I said, “I 
just recorded my first album for Sire 
Records in New York. I’m waiting for 
it to come out. What have you been 
doing?” Mike said, “I’m in school 
here, and I’m a DJ on the OSU radio 
station and I’m an announcer on one 
of the TV stations in town.”
 So, there you go.
 I didn’t mention that to Antoine 
Dunn, but I flashed on it when he 
told me something about his youth, 
from when he was still living in 
Cleveland Heights: “I used to be 
down in the basement, and I’d finish 
writing a song,” he said. “I’d play it 
over a loudspeaker, and at the end I 
would turn the volume down, fade 
it out. And I’d talk over it, and say, 
‘Ninety-three-point-one. That was 
Antoine Dunn with . . .’ ”
 And now he hears his records 
on the radio for real—all around the 
country, when he’s touring, perform-
ing on bills with artists including 
some of his idols, like D’Angelo, and 
others.
 Antoine, who now lives in Los 
Angeles, owns his own record com-
pany, Harvey Marie Records, which 
he named after his grandparents. His 
debut single, “Can’t Forget,” and the 

follow-up single/video, “Miss My 
Love,” both landed in the Top 20 on 
the Billboard chart. He produced 
his latest album,  Everything , with 
Grammy Award-winning producer/
engineer  Scott Jacoby   (who has also 
worked with John Legend, Jason 
Mraz, Coldplay).  He was named the 
2020 Artist of The Year and Vocalist 
of the Year in the R&B/Soul category 
of the Josie Music Awards, a national 
independent all-genre music awards 
program.
 Antoine and I were about 50 
years apart, as Heights High student 
musicians, and were working in vastly 
different musical styles, but we had 
similar dreams and drive. I’m old 
enough to be Antoine’s father. How 
do I know? Because he was in the 
Heights Choir with my daughter. I 
was in the Heights Choir. My brother 
Noah was in the Heights Choir. He 
was its student conductor. His third 
album of all-original songs should 
be out by the time you read this. I 
produced and arranged it. 
 Antoine’s brother, Adrian, was 
also in the Heights Choir. In fact, 
shortly before Adrian graduated, in 
2003, I presented him with a Friends 
of Cain Park Excellence in the Arts 
Scholarship. We gave $1,000 awards 
to students who we thought showed 
the most promise in their artistic 
fields. Adrian Dunn is now a nation-

ally known singer of classical and 
gospel music, and a composer and 
producer. Antoine, besides being a 
singer and composer of R&B songs, 
is also a producer, arranger and multi-
instrumentalist.
 Antoine’s music br ings to 
mind—my mind, at least—the 
sounds of classic 1970s’ soul, like that 
of the Chi-Lites, Stylistics, and oth-
ers. “Oh—I listened to a lot of that 
growing up,” he told me. “My parents 
had this very extensive collection of 
vinyl records. I didn’t realize till I 
was older that I had been learning 
how to write and arrange music be-
fore I was aware of that. I’ve always 
had a young spirit, but an old soul.”
 Besides being professional musi-
cians, with brothers who are profes-
sional musicians, who were all in the 
Heights Choir, Antoine and I—and 
almost every songwriter—have 
something else in common. “I started 

Antoine Dunn
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 M A K E 2022 T H E Y E A R 
OF YOUR YARD!

Contact us today and 

REQUEST AN ESTIMATE
216-371-1935 or www.lawnlad.com

Let’s help you love your landscape!

What Does YOUR Ideal Yard Look Like?
Whether it’s a beautiful space to spend time 

with family and friends, or a lush haven 
to escape the daily stresses of life, 
make 2022 the year of your yard!

             It’s Your Home. 
                        Design It. 

3451 Fairmount Blvd.      Cleveland Heights, OH  44118       216-303-9862 
  www.eastwoodfurniture.com              facebook.com/EastwoodFurniture 

Thinking of a new kitchen,  
bathroom vanity or media cabinet? 

 
 

EASTWOOD FURNITURE  
CAN CUSTOM SIZE PIECES  

TO FIT YOUR UNIQUE HOME 

We also build custom wall units & kitchen cabinets. 

continued on page 18
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UH wraps up Summer Concert 
Series with three August shows

is a true multicultural ensemble—not 
just in the music. The group’s con-
scious lyrics and message are backed 
by the racial and cultural diversity 
of the individual members, as well.
 One World Tribe has performed 
for more than 30 years. This Aug. 
11 show at The Walt will mark the 
group’s first-ever performance in 
University Heights.
 Aug. 18 – Yiddishe Cup: Sum-
mer in University Heights doesn’t 
end until Yiddishe Cup says it does. 
The band wraps up the city’s summer 
concert season with its annual show 
at The Walt.
 Yiddishe Cup has been playing 
throughout the United States—at 
festivals, colleges and Jewish gather-
ings—since it formed in 1988. The 
Klezmer music it performs is a hybrid 
of Eastern European Jewish folk mu-
sic, American swing, Yiddish theater 
tunes and Israeli horas. Yiddishe Cup 
also mixes in Motown music, includ-
ing a mashup of “Ball of Confusion” 
by The Temptations and “Tradition” 
from Fiddler on the Roof.
 Planning for the 2023 Summer 
Concert Series will begin this No-
vember.

Mike Cook is the communications and 
civic engagement coordinator for Univer-
sity Heights.

Mike Cook 

A science-fiction concert and movie 
doubleheader, a renowned world mu-
sic band, and a mashup of Klezmer 
and Motown will wrap up the 2022 
University Heights Summer Concert 
Series this August.
 Aug. 4 – Oregon Space Trail 
of Doom / “It Came from Outer 
Space”: With a sound that can only 
be properly described as absolute 
psychedelic madness, Oregon Space 
Trail of Doom’s rock and jazz jams 
recall some of the most experimental 
of the genre.
 After the band’s 7 p.m. show at 
Walter Stinson Community Park, 
concertgoers are in invited to stick 
around for a showing of the science-
fiction classic movie, “It Came from 
Outer Space.”
 The evening will be hosted by 
Leopold and Lenora from WUAB’s 
“Big Bad B-Movie Show.”
 Aug. 11 – One World Tribe: 
Considered by many critics to be 
North America’s premier world mu-
sic group, One World Tribe offers a 
musical feast to delight all audiences. 
The band’s musicianship often draws 
comparisons to artists such as San-
tana, and Earth, Wind & Fire.
 This Afro-beat, funk, Latin, 
soul and world music extravaganza 

HEIGHTS ARTS

Leopold and Lenora from WUAB’s “Big Bad B-Movie Show” will host a concert and movie double-
header at The Walt on Aug. 4.
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$30 to $40, are available at 216-523-
2583 or www.harveymarierecords.com/
tour.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the for-
mer editor of Cleveland Magazine and 
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a 
professional musician and comedian. His 
writing focuses on the arts and, especially, 
pop-music history.

falling in love with girls when I was 
younger, probably in middle school, 
and getting my little heart broken,” 
he told me. “That’s when I started 
writing songs.”
 Some things never change.
 You can hear Antoine Dunn in 
person, soon, when he performs at 
the House of Blues (308 Euclid Ave.) 
on Sunday, Sept. 4, at 7 p.m. Tickets, 

FREE
WEDNESDAYS

THROUGH AUGUST 17 • 5:30 - 8:30 P.M.UNIVERSITYCIRCLE.ORG/WOW

SUSAN DELANEY ABR®,RRS,CNE®          

President’s Circle ~ “The Best of the Best” 
EEmmaaiill::  susandelaney@howardhanna.com 
WWeebb::  susandelaney.howardhanna.com  

 

 

 What do these homes, in four very   
different neighborhoods, have in common?  

SHAKER HEIGHTS 

 All had offers..First day on market...With multiple offers… 
Over asking price...Appraised for purchase price, and...  

SOLD and Transferred on Time!!! 

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS SHAKER HEIGHTS UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 

Are your older windows drafty, painted shut, 
or otherwise inoperable? 

Don’t replace them - restore them!
Restoring wood or steel windows is the sustainable choice to achieve 
energy efficiency while maintaining architectural character.

• Weatherstripping
• Repairs & Re-roping
• Full Restoration
•  Custom Replacement of 

Sashes & Storms

(440) 444-3434 • info@clevelandwr.com

#1 

Roofing
Residential
Commercial 

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work 

Metal Roofs Installed 
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  

216-319-0430

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us

SOUL BROTHERS continued from page 17
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HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor  
of the  

Lee Road Branch 

Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books,     
DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale     

Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!    
www.friendsheightslibraries.org 

All proceeds  
support the library 

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC. 
For all your electrical needs 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

(440) 840-8941 
Ask for Steve               License #48370 

“Reliable electrical service and repair”  

MJM  Window
Restoration 

Keep your historic windows 
and save thousands! 

Sticky windows Weather Stripping 
Broken ropes Cracked Glass 

We’ll make them work like new! 

(216) 321-7729
mjmwindowrestoration.com 
✴ 35+ years in the Heights  ✴

CLASSIFIEDS

 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round 
Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal 

Feeding • Oak Wilt Treatment 

(216) 486-5551 
We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

Member:  
National Arborist Assn. • TCIA • ISA 

 Free Estimates Fully Insured 

 

RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA 
Insurance Company Representative 

2121 S. Green Road 
South Euclid, Ohio 44121 

************************* 
Personal & Business Taxes 

IRS Tax Resolution 
Life Insurance 

************************* 
Call: 216.382.9647 

raywohlcpa@yahoo.com 
 

*Raymond J. Wohl, Licensed Insurance Agent 
*Primerica Insurance Company 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Iyengar Yoga
Transforming Body, Breath and Mind

Online and In-Studio Classes

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & Eve’s Painting & 
Home RepairHome RepairHome RepairHome Repair    

 Interior and exterior painting




Housing code violations

Wallpaper removal 
Plaster repairs

*** 10% off interior projects
 December through March!

We are bonded, insured, and maintain 
an “A” rating on Angie’s List. 

216216216216----387387387387----0525052505250525    
llebles1@hotmail.com 

7 Days 9 a.m.– 8 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS 

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

 Gold / Sterling Silver 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Bronze Figures
 Men’s Wristwatches 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures

opportunity to work with so many stu-
dents, and they impressed and inspired 
me daily,” said Sweeney. “I also worked 
as a writing consultant and curriculum 
writer, and had the opportunity to 
present my work alongside students at 
conferences and in academic publica-
tions. Most recently, I wrote a chapter 
for a textbook for new teachers about 
using young adult climate fiction to 
teach students about climate change 
and community action.”
 Sweeney’s other areas of responsi-
bility include ensuring public program-
ming is aligned with the library’s stra-
tegic plan, and representing the library 
at meetings with outside partners.
 “I am looking forward to sup-
porting Heights Libraries through 
research, grant-writing and strong 
partnerships that will get me involved 
in the community,” said Sweeney.

Sheryl Banks is the communications man-
ager for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System.

attracted her 
to Heights Li-
braries.
  “As an edu-
cator, I saw 
f i r s t h a n d 
what libraries 
mean to com-
m u n i t i e s , ” 
said Sweeney. 

“Many of my students relied on li-
braries as a center for resources, and 
I am excited to be in a position where 
I can be more involved in this aspect 
of communities.”
 Sweeney will explore and research 
potential services, projects and pro-
grams that will help Heights Libraries 
continue to meet the needs of its com-
munity, and will support those new 
initiatives with grants that support and 
sustain the growth of the library. She 
will also work closely with other public 
service managers and staff to support 
their work on a departmental level.
 “When I was a teacher, I had the 

HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Kaela Sweeney
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STRATEGIC continued from page 14

their undergraduate degrees.
 A relatively new source of 
interns for the library is Youth 
Opportunities Unlimited (YOU). A 
Northeast Ohio-based workforce- 
development nonprofit, YOU seeks 
to help young residents, including 
teens, become economically self-
sufficient through paid internships 
in workplaces throughout the region. 
 The library began its relationship 
with YOU in 2020 with an intern at 
its administration office.
 “I was so impressed by the 
support YOU gave to her as a 
student, and to me as a mentor, that 
I knew the library could benefit 
from hosting other students in a 
variety of capacities,” said Nancy 
Levin, Heights Libraries director. 
“We welcomed another student at 
the Coventry branch in 2021, and 
this year we have two students: one 
at Noble and one in adult services at 
Lee Road.”
 YOU student Dylan Roche, a 
16-year-old student at Shaker Heights 
High School, worked in the Lee 
Road Adult Services Department, 
helping to shelve books, and learning 
about the duties of reference staff 
by shadowing employees. Daisha 
Spicer, the YOU student at the Noble 
Neighborhood branch, is 17 years old 
and attends Cleveland High School 
for Digital Arts. She worked with 
the library’s youth services staff to 
prep craft projects, make displays, 
and engage children in pop-up 
programming.
 “Our internship opportunities 
are a great way to introduce young 
people to the world of work, and 
specifically library work, to encourage 
them to consider a library career,” 
said Howiler. “You don’t have to have 
an MLIS degree to work at a library, 
and our programs show kids that 

libraries offer plenty of opportunities 
for people with all kinds of skills and 
interests.”

Sheryl Banks is the communications man-
ager for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System.

Maddie Hellwig helped out in the Lee Road 
branch’s Youth Services Department.

Intern Dylan Roche learned book shelving in the 
Lee Road Library’s Adult Services Department.

Henry Turner (at left) and Reid Autero learned 
how to assist customers with tech-related issues.
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INTERNSHIPS continued from page 13

Cleveland Congress 
Bridge Club 

Seeking individuals that play 
Duplicate Bridge 

or would like to learn Bridge 

Mon & Fri at 12:00 pm. 
St. Andrews Church 

2555 Euclid Hts. Blvd. 
Cleve. Hts. OH 44106 

Contact: K Valentine 
216-215-1995
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