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‘Friends’ donates $100,000 to PEACE Park redesign

Nancy Levin (fifth from left), library director, with Heights Libraries and FOHL board members.

Rick Brown 

Friends of the Heights Libraries 
(FOHL)  ce lebrated  i t s  60th 
anniversary by presenting Heights 
Libraries’ Director Nancy Levin with 
a check for $100,000 on Oct. 23, at 
its 60th annual meeting.
 The donation will be used to help 
redesign and redevelop Coventry 
PEACE Park and its playground (part 
of Coventry PEACE Campus, owned 
by Heights Libraries).Details about 
the plan can be found on the Heights 
Libraries website, www.heightslibrary.
org.
 Ketti Finneran, FOHL board 
president, said, “I am proud that 
our mighty group of volunteers 
has successfully raised significant 
funds through our used-book sales 
and members’ contributions. The 
libraries in Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights act as gathering 
places for the community. Helping 
to fund the refurbishment of the 
Coventry PEACE Park at the 
corner of Coventry Road and Euclid 
Heights Boulevard represents a huge 

opportunity to add to, and improve 
upon, a huge community asset.”
 FOHL, a 501(c)3 organization, 
was established in 1962. Its mission 
is to help Heights Libraries enhance 
programming and develop special 
projects by raising money through used-
book sales, membership dues, and gifts.
 Also at the annual meeting, in 

addition to announcing its donation 
for the park’s redevelopment, FOHL 
highlighted other projects that it 
helped fund during its 2021-22 fiscal 
year, totaling more than $42,000.
 They included:
• $3,200 toward library staff support,
•  $7,635 toward the Noble Outreach 

continued on page 8

Coventry Holiday Fest is Dec. 10

The Grinch will visit Coventry on Dec. 10.

Rachel Hunt 

The holiday season just doesn’t 
feel the same without some “Big 
Fun” on Coventry—so, as part of 
Coventry Village’s 8th Annual Jingle 
Bell Holiday Shop, Steve Presser, 
the impresario behind the beloved 
Cleveland toy shop, will be back for 
the event with retro gifts, knick-
knacks, collectibles, vintage neon 
letters and more for sale.
 The Holiday Shop will take place 
on Saturday, Dec. 10, from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m., at Grog Shop and BSide Lounge 
(2785 Euclid Heights Blvd.).
 It’s part of the Dec. 10, 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Holiday Festival in Coventry 
Village.
 Coventry Road will be aglow 
with decorative lights and festive 
characters walking about and taking 
photos with festival visitors, including 
the Grinch and Olaf. Santa will also be 
on the move, taking in the live music 

hosted at various venues along the 
street.
 Made Cleveland (1807 Coventry 
Road), a brick-and-mortar and online 
hub for more than 100 local makers, 
will be open, and will offer cookie-
decorating and make-your-own 
stocking activities. 

continued on page 10

Apply now for 2023 
Neighborhood Leader-
ship Workshop Series
Sarah Wolf 

Fu t u r e He i g h t s  i s  a c c e p t i n g 
applications for its 2023 Neighborhood 
Leadership Workshop Series (NLWS). 
The program teaches strengths-based 
community-building skills in a cohort 
model that allows participants to 
connect with other engaged residents 
and stakeholders in Cleveland Heights.
 The majority of program graduates 
go on to serve in leadership capacities 
in their neighborhood groups and 
other organizations across the city.
 The deadline to apply for the 2023 
cohort is Jan. 13. (The 2022 cohort 
filled up ahead of the application 
deadline, so don’t delay in applying if 
you are interested.)
 The workshops will take place 
on Sundays, Jan. 22, Feb. 5, Feb. 
26, March 12, and March 26, 3–6 
p.m., at Coventry PEACE Campus. 
Participants are expected to commit 
to all five sessions, both to get the 
most out of the program, and to build 
a strong cohort with their fellow 
participants.
 For Cleveland Heights community 
members who are interested in learning 
more about NLWS, information 
sessions will be held, via Zoom, 
on Dec. 14 and Jan. 4, at 4 p.m.  
Prospective applicants will have an 
opportunity to converse with the 
program manager about NLWS, and 
what they can expect to get out of this 
year’s cohort, should they apply and be 
selected.  
 Since the program began in 

Student musicians rise to challenge of the ‘pit’
Eve McPherson 

When we think about musicals, 
probably the first thing that comes to 
mind is the singers who take center 
stage. But there are many more 
people involved in creating a musical. 
Among the significant contributors 
are the musicians in the pit orchestra.
 In Heights High’s November 
production of “Sister Act,” 26 
student instrumentalists took on 
the challenge of the pit.
 According to Dan Heim, Heights 
High’s director of orchestras, playing 

The Heights High musical pit orchestra in rehearsal. 

eV
e 

M
c

ph
er

so
N

continued on page 8
in the pit requires a level of skill 
beyond what is needed in regular 

school ensembles. Heim should 
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not a conventional 
newspaper; it is a nonprofit publication 
for residents of Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights.
 The Heights Observer has no writing 
staff; it is written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the 
community decide what stories they 
want to write, then submit them for 
publication. Anyone in University 
Heights or Cleveland Heights is 
welcome to contribute regularly, 
occasionally or even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights 
Observer? If so, please write it on your 
own, or with friends, neighbors or 
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will 
make sure it’s ready to publish, and 
contact you with any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click on 
“Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered for the 
January issue must be submitted by 
Dec. 12. We publish some articles online 
only. We also publish an e-newsletter 
each Tuesday.

thewinespotonline.com
2271 Lee Road • Cleveland Heights

Celebrate 
 the holidays with 
The Wine Spot 

- Gift Baskets

- Private Events

- Wine Accessories

- Case Discounts

- Wine of the Month Club

- Craft Beer on Tap

- Wine, Beer & Spirits 
by the Glass

- Charcuterie Boards

Melt away your winter blues at the  

STORE.FUNNYTIMES.COM
FUNNY TIMES is a Cleveland Heights-based

newspaper of humor, politics and fun.
Subscribe today – only $28 for a whole year. 

Call 216.371.8600 or go to FUNNYTIMES.COM

Scan the code below or visit 

GIFT SHOP
Featuring t-shirts, 

mugs, totes & more with 
BRAND NEW DESIGNS by 
FUNNY TIMES cartoonists

Zagara’s Marketplace was a CH citizen
Dean Sieck 

With Dave’s Market now open on 
Lee Road, it occurred to me that 
a Cleveland Heights tradition like 
Zagara’s Marketplace should not 
just fade into the past without 
notice.
 Zagara’s was a sort of citizen of 
the city, and should be recognized 
as such.
 My son started working at 
Zagara’s when he was still in high 
school and the store was located 
at Lee and Yorkshire roads. I have 
learned that [his employment] was 
by no means unique.
 In fact, John Zagara prioritized 
hiring Heights High students 
because he thought that it was 
important for them to gain work 
experience. My son’s work at 
Zagara’s prepared him for a 30-plus-
year career in the grocery business. 
No doubt many other employees 
trained first at Zagara’s have gone 
on to successful careers.
 John Zagara also hired many 
employees with mental illness, 
working closely with Magnolia 
Clubhouse to f ind potential 
employees who may not have found 
jobs elsewhere.
 One thing that always struck 
me about Zagara’s was the wide 
variety of inventory they carried—
items like mustards or oils or rice 
or pasta. The store didn’t just carry 
one brand, but many.
 I thought Zagara’s had the 
best party trays, and their specialty 
baked goods were exceptional. 
When my wife was preparing 
holiday meals, she knew she could 
work with the meat department 
to get just the right lamb leg or 
standing rib roast.
 I haven’t a clue about John 
Zagara’s politics, but I do know that 
he supports democracy. This, because 
John frequently allowed signature 
gathering for non-partisan political 
issues in the store’s lobby. I myself 
petitioned at Zagara’s for Move to 
Amend’s Issue 32, various Greater 
Cleveland Congregations’ petitioning 
campaigns, and others. And our local 
League of Women Voters regularly 
registered voters there.
 Zagara’s Marketplace was 
one more aspect of our city’s 
uniqueness, like Cain Park. Try to 
find another city that had its own 
local independent supermarket—
not part of a chain.
 Zagara’s advertised in many 
local publications, supporting local 
organizations and events.
 Of course, the company made 
a considerable investment in 
Cleveland Heights a couple decades 
ago, in moving to the new building 
that carried Zagara’s name until the 
recent sale.
 When I was vacationing in 
southern Italy, a few years back, 
I saw more than one store or 
restaurant that displayed a Zagara’s 
sign, which of course I took pictures 
of. I never showed those to John, 
but to me they were a measure of my 
connection to a local business that 

was more than just a supermarket 
in the city where I live.
 When my wife’s dementia 
caused her to pick up items in 
the store and walk out without 
paying, I knew I could discuss 
the situation with John without 
censure or legal proceedings.
 None of this is a knock on 
Dave’s, also a local family-run 
supermarket. They may maintain 
some of these same valued policies, 
though I doubt Dave’s will be 
a Cleveland Heights citizen in 
quite the same way. I just don’t 
know because I don’t have much 
experience with the store. But 
I guess I will, now that John 

Zagara has sought a well-deserved 
retirement.
 Sure, Zagara’s was a business 
with a profit motive, but let’s not 
have a community institution ride 
off into the sunset without a word. 
We need to express our gratitude. 
Say “Thank you. We noticed. We 
appreciated you.”

Dean Sieck has been a CH resident for 
47 years. A former board member and 
president of HRRC (then FHC Housing), 
and a former member of Forest Hill 
Homeowners Executive Committee and 
Standards Comittee, he is a member of 
Forest Hill Church. Sieck enjoys gardening, 
canning, and writing poems.
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Our digital collection is 
here for you, wherever 

you are, 24/7.
Heights Libraries offers a large collection of digital 
media, including books, magazines, comics, music, 
movies, and television shows. 

Visit heightslibraries.org/digital-collection  
and start exploring!

NOW OPEN! 24619 Chagrin Blvd
Beachwood, OH
Phone: 216-364-1067
New gathering space for 
the community!
•Local rotating food trucks
•Local Beer
•Wine
•Speciality Cocktails
•Milkshakes

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 

A century ago, municipal parks 
featured velvety lawns flanked by tidy 
groupings of trees, shrubs and annual 
blooms, often imported from Europe 
or Asia. Today, scientists and landscape 
designers advocate “re-wilding”—using 
native plants to recreate lost habitats, 
as insect and bird populations decline. 
These small, endangered creatures 
are the pollinators we depend on to 
fertilize the plants that underpin our 
food system and, indeed, all of life 
on earth. It is time to transform our 
beloved city parks.
 Most spring, summer and fall 
mornings, Cleveland Heights retirees 
Stu and Kathleen Greenberg can be 
found in Forest Hill Park behind 
the Recreation Center, tending a 
few square feet of ground at a time. 
They remove thickets of invasive, 
non-native plants (Amur honeysuckle 
and multiflora rose are two major 
culprits), uncovering native trees 
and shrubs—and the occasional park 
bench. In newly opened spaces they 
plant black-eyed Susan and varieties 
of coneflower. Along a feeder stream 
of the east branch of Dugway Brook 
they are introducing black willows to 
stabilize the banks. They have built a 
series of weirs to slow stormwater and 
minimize erosion.
 The Greenbergs might have 
taken on a different retirement 
project if not for landscape architect 
and East Cleveland Parks Association 
board member Elsa Johnson. 
Recognizing that Forest Hill Park 
needs stewardship beyond what 
the cities of East Cleveland and 
Cleveland Heights can provide, 
Johnson has been clearing trails and 
removing invasive species for well 
over a decade.
 Eight years ago, she invited the 
Greenbergs to a tree-planting event, 
sparking their desire do more for the 
park. Johnson trained and mentored 
them until they had the confidence 
to work on their own. She still offers 
guidance and has raised funds for 
them to purchase plants and other 
materials.
 At the opposite end of town, 
on Sunday mornings from April to 
November, Peggy Spaeth and John 
Barber lead Friends of Lower Lake, 
a crew of up to 20 volunteers who 
care for the parkland surrounding 
the westernmost of the Shaker Lakes. 
They clear European buckthorn, 
Japanese knotweed, English ivy and 
other invasives, and plant a wide 
variety of native trees, shrubs, ferns 
and grasses.
 Spaeth and Barber started this 
project in 2014, and the results 
of the Friends’ patient, tenacious 
stewardship are evident to those who 
frequent the area.
 Since then, several more groups 
have formed under the umbrella of 

HeiGHTs OF 
DemOCRaCy

Friends of Heights Parks. At www.
ecologicalheights.com, you can find 
groups active in nearby parks, learn 
why pollinators are important, and 
discover simple actions to make your 
own neighborhood and yard more 
pollinator friendly.
 For those who want to help, 
but may not be ready for an ongoing 
commitment, the Cleveland Heights 
Green Team (CHGT) organizes 
cleanups in various parks several 
times a year. Most recently CHGT 
col laborated  with  Bluestone 
Heights and Doan Brook Watershed 
Partnership to pick up litter in 
Denison Park’s Nine Mile Creek 
gulch.
 Founded in 2021 by Natalie Elwell, 
Alex Sitarek and Catalina Wagers, 
CHGT sponsors more programs and 
activities than we have space to detail. 
Their website, www.chgreenteam.org, 
offers an impressive calendar plus 
loads of practical information.
 As we write, the 27th United 
Nations climate summit (COP 27) 
is convened in Egypt, with 100 

Tending our collective backyard
countries represented. If past COPs 
are any indication, the outcome of 
this one will fall short of the urgent 
commitment needed to respond to 
the climate crisis.
 Faced with official foot-dragging, 
our dedicated park volunteers tell us 
that their work helps to ease anxiety, 
restoring a sense of control and inner 
peace. And it makes a difference. The 
phrase “Think globally, act locally” has 
never been more apt.

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 
are writers, editors and longtime residents 
of Cleveland Heights. Contact them at 
heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.
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For healthy, beautiful trees next spring, the time 
to care for them is now. Let our Certified Arborists 
assess your valuable canopy. Call today.

440-463-7379
RipleyTreeService.com

Pruning 
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems
Disease Identification

Immunization 
Stump Grinding 
Tree Removal 
Yard Expansion & more ...

24/7 Emergency Services | Free Estimates | Full Residential Services

ISA Certified
Arborist

#OH-6536A

since 2001

Winter is  
 Pruning Season

Lead-safe law overlooks inspector shortage
Alan Rapoport 

A well-intentioned “lead safe” law 
recently was enacted by Cleveland 
Heights City Council. Mayor 
Seren calls it a “housing-based 
solution” to protect children in 
rental units. It is not a solution 
that makes sense.
 Lead in paint has been banned 
since 1978. Many houses and 
rental units contain old lead paint. 
It usually is safely overpainted 
and encapsulated. Children are 
not busily eating paint chips. 
Problems occur  when dust 
is created by negligent paint 
removal, or unreasonable wear 
and tear. Such dust then can be 
tracked into households. It can 
harm small children crawling on 
rugs who put their hands in their 
mouths. Otherwise, old lead paint 
is not hazardous.
 Nobody  c la ims  a l l  l ead 
paint must be removed from 
all surfaces. There should [be] 
public education given to all 
residents about potential hazards 
and remedies. Instead, city council 
has chosen to single out and 
demonize landlords.
 Cleveland Heights has 5,470 
rental units in 367 apartment 
buildings. It has 1,255 doubles and 
duplexes, most with rental units. 
Many single-family houses are 
rented. That is a lot of rental units. 
And this law will require each to 
obtain “lead-safe certification” 

before the city will issue a certificate 
of occupancy.
 To get lead-safe certification, 
this law requires that every landlord 
hire a “state licensed inspector.” 
That will be expensive. And there 
only are a few hundred licensed 
inspectors in the entire state of Ohio 
according to the Ohio Department 
of Health. That is not nearly enough 
for the large number of inspections 
now being required in Cleveland 
Heights alone.
 Many landlords will not be able 
to find available inspectors for hire. 
They then will have two bad options: 
They will rent without obtaining 
certificates of occupancy and risk 
punishment; or, they will not rent 
their units at all and risk financial 
disaster. 
 The new law is unfair. It punishes 
landlords even if no children live in 
their rental units. It declares them 
guilty as a group until they each prove 
their innocence. And it requires 
new proof of innocence every two 
years before their certificates of 
occupancy are renewed, regardless of 
any actions they may have taken to 
prevent potential problems caused 
by old lead paint.
 This regulatory scheme is not 
well designed, and it will create 
serious problems.

Alan Rapoport, a longtime resident 
of Cleveland Heights, served on CH 
City Council (1980–87) and as council 
president/mayor (1982–87).
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Have you lost a family member with
Alzheimer's or dementia in the past year?
If so, you may be interested in participating in our research study, 

which is looking at caregiver stress and health in people who 
have recently lost their family member.  Study participants will be 

compensated for their time.
To find out more about the Dementia Caregiver Study, please call 

us at 216.368.8848 or email caregiver@case.edu.

Susie Kaeser 

On Nov. 1, I attended a meeting of 
the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Board of Education with 
Randi Weingarten, president 
of the American Federation of 
Teachers (AFT).
 Weingarten leads a union of 
1.7 million professionals working 
in 3,000 organizations, including 
the Cleveland Heights Teachers 
Union AFT Local 795.
 I didn’t know what to expect, 
but I was happy to attend. It isn’t 
often that a person with as much 
power, status and responsibility 
as Weingarten invites you to 
spend time with her and treats 
you as a valued and wise partner, 
but that is exactly what she did.
 In our gerrymandered state 
it is very easy to feel powerless 
to affect policy. The AFT is one 
of the few organizations that has 
the wherewithal to challenge the 
well-funded extremists, in the 
state and across the nation, who 
are effectively dismantling public 
education, the institution that is 
my passion.
 My time at the meeting, 
which was a stop on Weingarten’s 
21-day tour of 13 states, was well 
spent. The meeting focused 
on getting out the vote and 
promoting AFT’s priorities, 
which are summed up as “what 
kids and communities need.”
 Other participants were 
Heights High students, district 
parents and teachers, school 
board members, pro-public 
school citizen activists like me, 
and representatives from a nice 
assemblage of issue-oriented 
groups,  l ike the League of 
Women Voters of Ohio, Honesty 
for Ohio Education, and Red 
Wine and Blue.
 Many who were in  the 
room have actively fought state 
policy proposals designed to 
privatize education, promote 
division and mistrust, censor the 
truth, diminish the autonomy 
of teachers and the r ights 
of students, and undermine 
public confidence in education 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  p u b l i c 
institutions. These attacks on the 
common good intensified going 
into the election season; they are 
not good for kids, communities, 
or a free society.

National leader urges collaboration
 A f t e r  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Elizabeth Kirby and Local 795 
president Karen Rego welcomed 
people, Weingarten shared her 
concerns and reminded us that 
what we have in common is much 
more than what divides us. 
 I was pleased that she framed 
the threats we face as extremism. 
That’s an accurate description of 
the politics and antics that are 
undermining public education, 
democracy, freedom, and the 
well-being of communities and 
families. She also reminded us 
that public education is a resource 
for unity and compassion, which 
promote equality. It is these 
features that extremists are 
trying to thwart.
 Each person in the room had 
a chance to speak. One by one 
we shared our dreams and our 
disappointments, our values and 
passions, our appreciation for our 
public schools and our students 
and educators, and our shared 
commitment to high-quality 
public education for every child 
and community.
 As  we spoke,  the soft-
spoken and attentive Weingarten 
listened. She offered a few closing 
remarks, which included an 
invitation to work together—the 
only way to assemble the power 
needed to tame extremism, 
protect democracy, strengthen 
our civic institutions and, in the 
end, provide people with a better 
life.
 On the ride home I realized 
the purpose of the meeting was 
to build the relationships and 
trust that form the foundation 
on which people can work 
together in pursuit of complex 
and difficult goals. By listening to 
us, she allowed us to listen to, and 
know and value, each other, and 
encounter our shared values—
all of which is fundamental to 
successful collaboration.
 The wise leader predicted 
hard times ahead, regardless of the 
outcome of the election. We must 
unite if we are going to achieve 
what would be impossible to do 
alone. Like the organizer she is, 
Weingarten was inviting us and 
preparing us to stay in the fight.

Susie Kaeser moved to Cleveland 
Heights in 1979. She is the former 
director of Reaching Heights and is 
active with the Heights Coalition 
for Public Education and the League 
of Women Voters. A community 
booster, she is the author of Resisting 
Segregation, a book about local 
activism.

THe COmmON 
GOOD

13410 Cedar Road Cleveland Hts - 216-932-0039 

Any Store Purchase of 
$100 or More 

  

 15HODEC22 - EXP DEC 25th 

Any Store Purchase of 
$30 or More 

5HODEC22 - EXP DEC 25th 
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CLeveLaND HeiGHTs NeWs

12504 Cedar Road · Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 · 216-371-3600

  Short term rehabilitation unit with private suites, flat-screen televisions 
satellite cable and complimentary Wi-Fi

  Physical, occupational and speech therapies
  Resident-centered dining experience    Certified wound care nurse
  Full-time nurse practitioners    Serenity garden    Smoking facility

Our Family Caring for Yours

8000 Square f�t of supervised play

OCTOBER 17, 2022 - regular meeting

Present were Mayor Kahlil Seren, Council 
President Melody Joy Hart, Council Vice 
President Craig Cobb, and council members 
Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox 
Jr., Josie Moore, and davida Russell. Also 
present was William Hanna, law director.

Mayor’s report
Mayor Seren announced that Joe McRae has 
resigned as director of parks and recreation to 
accept a position as chief administrative officer 
of the Cuyahoga County Board of Health. The 
mayor praised McRae’s many contributions 
to the city, and explained that McRae had 
declined a public recognition ceremony. 
 The mayor described the ordinance 
related to f inancing the Cedar-Lee-
Meadowbrook development, which is on the 
agenda for first reading only, as the final step 
before construction. The city worked with the 
school district to develop the agreement and 
council action on the ordinance [will come] 
after the school board votes to approve. 

Lead safe ordinance
Council approved an amended ordinance 
requiring rental units constructed before 
1978 to be certified lead safe as a condition 
for obtaining a rental occupancy permit. 
Craig Cobb recused himself due to his wife’s 
business as a lead-clearance technician.
 Amendments included permission of 
lead-safe certificate transfers to a new property 
owner during the certificate’s two-year period, 
and clarification of the compliance role of 
realtors. Other council actions included:
•  Changing the 2022 fiscal year budget. 

The changes were transfers with no 
impact on the overall budget.

•  Appointing Andrew Unetic as director of 
finance, beginning Oct. 24. (Josie Moore 
voted no, without explanation.)

•  Adopting the 2022–2027 update of 
the All-Hazards Mitigation Plan for 
Cuyahoga County. 

•  Amending the Impounding Vehicles 
sections of the city code to be consistent 
with current s tate and local law. 
Specifically, front license plates are no 
longer required in Ohio.

Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook
Legislation for the Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook 
development was presented on second 
reading. Final approval awaits negotiations 
with the school district. 

Committee of the Whole
Counc i l  members  d i scussed t he i r 
experiences requesting information from 
the administration, using the procedures 
implemented by the recently adopted 
memorandum of understanding. 
 Council decided that the Committee 
of the Whole would take over the 
responsibilities of the Finance Committee 
and the members of the Finance Committee 
would be re-assigned to other committees.

LWV Observer: Jill Tatem.

NOVEMBER 7, 2022 - regular meeting

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

The mayor and all council members were 
present, as were the clerk of council and law 
director.

Public comments
Two speakers urged approval of the final 
TIF agreement to move the Cedar-Lee-
Meadowbrook project forward.
 Three speakers advocated restoration of 
Horseshoe Lake, commenting that NEORSd 
(Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer district) had 
been much less transparent than it claims to be.

Mayor’s report
Mayor Seren rode along with Cleveland 
Heights Police department officers last Friday 
to re-launch the ride-along program suspended 
due to COVId. Council members will be able 
to schedule this informative activity, followed by 
members of the Racial Justice Task Force, and 
then members of the public. 

Barbara Boyd
The mayor announced the death of Barbara 
Boyd, and spoke of her many contributions to 
Cleveland Heights and the region. 

Sharing facilities
On first reading, council authorized and directed 
the mayor to negotiate with the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School district 
for a mutually beneficial agreement for sharing 
each other’s meeting and recreational facilities. 
Currently sharing facilities is in the pending TIF 
agreement; a new agreement would remove 
that to a separate ordinance. The mayor and 
council are committed to this agreement. They 
spoke of their support and belief that it would 
be fair, collaborative, and mutually beneficial.

Other council actions
On second reading council:
•  Authorized transfer of 2124 Rossmoor Road 

and 901 Englewood Road to FutureHeights 
for redevelopment.

•  Authorized two grant agreements of $619,300 
and $498,700, with NEORSD, under the 
Member Community Infrastructure Grant 
program, to partially fund the Cedar Glen 
Parkway Rehabilitation and Redevelopment 
Project, which will replace a seriously 
deteriorated, century-old sewer pipe that 
carries wastewater for a significant portion of 
the southwestern part of Cleveland Heights.

•  Amended Chapter 767 of the city code, 
Tenant’s Right to Pay to Stay, to eliminate 
the sunset date and make the ordinance 
permanent.

Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook 
Council amended and presented on fourth 
reading the ordinance to exempt the Cedar-
Lee-Meadowbrook development from property 
taxation for up to 30 years, provide for the 
collection of service payments in lieu of taxes, 
establish an urban redevelopment tax increment 
equivalent fund (TIF) for the deposit of these 
service payments, and authorize a compensation 
agreement with the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School district. There was no vote, 
and there will be one more reading after the 
school board responds to the agreement. 

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy. 

My Soul Doth
Magnify the Lord

Gather with us for worship
Christmas Eve, December 24th

4pm, 7pm, 10pm

Fairmount Presbyerian Church
2757 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
www.fpccle.org 
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Gifts for the Holidays.

Make entertaining simple with 
Luna. Follow us on Instagram 
 to view our holiday 
    menus.

Think Luna for the Holidays
Cleveland Hts: 2482 Fairmount Blvd • 216.231.8585           @lunabakerycafe
Moreland Hills: 34105 Chagrin Blvd • 216.672.3600      lunabakerycafe.com

Seniors enjoy ‘Writing in the Gardens’

Mike McGraw 

With lifetimes of stories to tell, and 
the opportunity to gather with the 
guidance of a professional writing 
teacher, eight seniors let their tales 
unfold during a Literary Cleveland 
class held in the library of the Council 
Gardens apartment complex in 
Cleveland Heights.
 The topics they chose to address 
could be timely or timeless. One 
writer, who attended the class 
session the day after the funeral 
of Queen Elizabeth II, chose 
to explore how the reign of the 
UK’s longest-serving monarch 
paralleled much of the lifespans 
of the generation represented in 
these classes. The Council Gardens 
residents enjoyed the subsequent 
conversation, sparked by the piece 
about the Queen, that revealed 
various perspectives about the 
future of the British monarchy and 
its role in society.
 Another senior writer used the 
opportunity to explain how one could 
write about nothing, since after all 
“nothing is something.”
 Last year, Council Gardens 
and Literary Cleveland published a 
colorful book of the writers’ poems, 
personal essays, memoirs, and short 
stories. The book, Writing in the 
Gardens, also features beautiful, all-
season photographs of the campus 
taken by Igor Vorotilkin, the 
maintenance technician for Council 
Gardens.
 The Council Gardens writing 
program, which began in 2019, is 
organized by Literary Cleveland, 
the nonprofit that coordinates the 
annual Inkubator conference, as 
well as numerous classes on the 
craft of writing. The facilitator 
for the Council Gardens classes is 
Christopher Johnston, a veteran 
journalist and playwright who 
has done other teaching for Lit 
Cleveland. 

 Johnston noted the camaraderie 
that has developed amongst the 
classmates during the years he has 
been leading the group. “They just 
enjoy each other’s company,” he 
said. “For Labor Day, they had a 
cookout together on one of the 
patios.”
 The writers’ group is planning its 
own holiday party on Dec. 13.
 “Our writing class is easily the 
highlight of my week. A closeness has 
evolved in the group,” Bonnie Kramer 
noted. “I turned 75 last summer and 
enjoy the long view of my life. Writing 
about it is perfect.”
 That camaraderie helps foster an 
atmosphere of free expression that 
allows the writers to experiment with 
topics and approaches, and to feel 
comfortable sharing their work with 
the group.
 “Already being a visual artist, I 
never took the opportunity to write 
prose or poetry—the writing club 
at Council Gardens has given me a 
chance to do both,” said Judith Brice. 
“A whole new world of creativity has 
opened up to me!”
 Counci l  Gardens,  located 
near the intersection of Mayfield 
and Taylor roads, is a complex of 
122 efficiency, one-bedroom and 
two-bedroom subsidized units for 
active senior residents. It opened in 
November 1963. Today, the facility 
operates as a partnership between 
the Jewish Family Service Association 
and HUD.
 With Council Gardens’ support, 
the workshop members and other 
residents will be publishing a small 
book to celebrate the facility’s 60th 
anniversary. There are also plans to 
publish a second volume of Writing 
in the Gardens sometime in the next 
year or two.

Mike McGraw has lived near Coventry 
since 1999. His writing on local issues of 
poverty and homelessness has appeared in 
the Cleveland Street Chronicle.

a gathering of writers at Council Gardens.

2026 Murray Hill Road, Cleveland
boltandspool.com
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Roofing
Residential
Commercial 

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work 

Metal Roofs Installed 
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  

216-319-0430

Ice & Snow Removal
Gutter De-Icing Cables Installed

Nobody Under Bids Us
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MADE CLEVELAND
+ 

LITTLE SPARK REFILL SHOP

winter is
here...

SHOP LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS THIS YEAR
OVER 120 LOCAL VENDORS

 
ART • ACCESSORIES • APPAREL • HOME GOODS • JEWELRY • MUSIC 

 PAPER & BOOKS • PANTRY • REFILL SHOP • SELF-CARE
 

HOLIDAY EVENT LINE UP LIVE ON OUR WEBSITE!

1807 COVENTRY RD
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118

@MADE.CLEVELAND MADECLEVELAND.COM

Helping buyers and sellers in Greater  
Cleveland’s unique neighborhoods. 

Lillian Zingales
REALTOR®
(216) 217-8547
lillzingales@gmail.com
homesintheland.com

Homes   landin
The

Born and raised and currently residing  
in the Heights. I’m invested in our area.

friends continued from page 1

and English for Speakers of Other 
Languages programs,

•  $4,000 to the Youth Service Garden, 
•  $4,000 to the Teen Tech Ambassador 

program,
•  $6,750 in college scholarship grants 

to library science students.
 In addition, longtime FOHL 
members and library advocates 
John Janssen and the late Susan 
Janssen were honored at the annual 
meeting. They were recognized for 
their contributions of time, books, 
and financial donations. In their 
honor, Matriarch—a vibrant collage 
constructed of pages from books 
by local artist Gene Epstein—will 
be hung in the Harvey & Friends 
Bookshop on the second floor 
of Heights Libraries’ Lee Road 
branch.
 As is typical at an annual 
meeting of FOHL, a special 
guest speaker was part of the 
program. Local businesswoman 
Lynn Quintrell, the owner of 
Appletree Books, led a lively, 
interactive talk enlightening 
the attendees on “The Joys and 
Challenges of an ‘Independent’ 
Bookstore.” Quintrell has owned 
Appletree Books since 2014, when 

she purchased the business from 
former owner Jane Kessler.
 FOHL is an all-volunteer citizen 
organization supporting interest 
in, appreciation of, and use of the 
Coventry Village, Lee Road, Noble 
Neighborhood, and University 
Heights branches of the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public 
Library System.
 Me m b e r s h i p  i s  o p e n  t o 
anyone who has an interest in 
Heights Libraries. Volunteers are 
always welcome and needed. For 
information, send an e-mail to info@
friendsheightslibraries.org.
 FOHL’s much-anticipated, twice-
yearly Mega Book sales, featuring 
more than 10,000 books, CDs, 
DVDs and audio books, are held at 
the Lee Road Branch. The next sale 
will be held Dec. 1–4.
 For more information, and 
to donate  books,  v is i t  www.
friendsheightslibraries.org. 

Rick Brown is a lifelong resident of the 
Heights, the former owner/president of 
SEO firm NetTrack Marketing, and a 
FOHL member. He is currently producing 
the musical “8.1.81,” based on the startup 
of the MTV network in 1981.

Pit continued from page 1

know; an accomplished professional 
violist, Heim was for several years 
a full-time orchestra member at 
Germany’s Theatre Lübeck, where, 
he said, “Probably two-thirds of the 
services were in the pit. We’d do 
operas, operettas, and musicals.”
 Heights senior and violinist 
Derek Korane agreed that playing 
in the pit is challenging: “Pit music 
is much longer than my concert 
music. My book for the musical 
has around 100 pages, and is also 
stylistically different and more 
technically demanding—we have 
faster tempos, more key changes, 
and more gimmicky techniques, like 
glissandos and runs.” 
 Heim also noted that students 
have less time to rehearse and learn 
the material. The students practice 
independently and are expected 
to come prepared to after-school 
rehearsals.
 But, student pit musicians are 
also often assisted by professional 
players. For “Sister Act,” eight 
“ringers” played alongside students 
and served as mentors.
 Is it common for high schools 

to employ student pit musicians? 
Heim said that schools with strong 
music programs sometimes can do 
that. Even within strong programs, 
however, there must be enough 
advanced players to make up a pit 
orchestra. Heights is known to have 
both a strong music program and 
advanced instrumentalists.
 For “Sister Act,” the orchestra 
did not play from a pit area. When 
the high school auditorium was 
renovated, a pit was not built into 
the space and an alternative orchestra 
location needed to be considered. 
One solution would have been to 
accompany the singers from a remote 
location, via monitors. But, at the 
suggestion of Jesse Lange, Heights 
vocal music director, the pit orchestra 
was placed on the stage.
 Thus, the students remained 
in the room with the singers, and 
could feel what Heim describes as 
the “dynamic interaction between 
performers and audience.” When a 
player is in a separate room, Heim 
noted, “You feel like you’re sending 
[your music] somewhere and you 

F I R S T  S E R V I C E :  5  P M  ( T R A D I T I O N A L
F O R  A L L  A G E S )

S E C O N D  S E R V I C E :  1 1  P M  ( M U S I C  B Y
E L É G I E - C O M M U N I T Y  C A N D L E  L I G H T )

C O O K I E S  A N D  M I L K  S E R V E D  A F T E R
T H E  1 1  P M  S E R V I C E !

Join us on Christmas Eve! 
We will have two services!

Everyone is welcome!

W O R S H I P  W I T H  F O R E S T  H I L L  C H U R C H ,  P R E S B Y T E R I A N
3 0 3 1  M O N T I C E L L O  B L V D .  C L E V E L A N D  H T S . ,  O H  4 4 1 1 8

continued on page 19
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  Judson Park  Cleveland Heights          Judson Manor  University Circle          South Franklin Circle  Chagrin Falls

At 90, Nina’s passion for arts and culture still thrives today. After decades of advocating for and  
celebrating Cleveland’s treasures, landmarks and communities, Nina is still winning lifetime  

achievement awards and experiencing the joys of her hometown as a Judson assisted living resident.

Bringing Assisted Living to Life.
Judson Assisted Living residents have the independence they like with as much or as little  

support as they need. Our highly trained, caring team can assist with daily activities, medications and  
housekeeping. Our three beautiful and inviting communities offer open gathering areas,  

art studios, libraries, pools, fitness centers, along with around-the-clock healthcare to support,  
engage and inspire the mind and body. 

(216) 350-0326   judsonsmartliving.org

 C O N T I N U I N G

Passions
 Life’s

Lantern Festival will light up the night on Dec. 10

Robin VanLear 

For some, the cloak of darkness 
on winter nights offers the perfect 
opportunity to paint the world with 
light, inspiring the annual Coventry 
PEACE Campus Lantern Festival 
and Procession. 
 This year’s festival is planned for 
Saturday, Dec. 10, at the Coventry 
PEACE Campus, 2843 Washington 
Blvd., as part of Coventry Village’s 
Holiday Festival.
 At the PEACE Campus, lantern 
festival activities begin at 3:30 
p.m., with free lantern-making 
workshops. Lake Erie Ink will offer 
haiku lanterns, and ARTFUL artists 
Adam Brumma and Jacqui Brown 
will be making origami and paper 
and twig lanterns.
 Lantern workshop participants 
and community members who have 
lanterns of their own are invited to 
join the procession, which will start 
at 5 p.m., at the PEACE Campus 
flagpole. 
 Members of the Coventry 
Drum Circle, led by Donald Davis, 
will lead the ensemble of illuminated 
costumed dancers and giant puppets 
through the Coventry PEACE 
Arch, along Coventry Road, and 
back.
 At the conclusion of  the 
procession, everyone is invited 
back to Coventry PEACE Campus, 
where members of the Singers 
Club of Cleveland will lead the 
singing of Christmas carols. Cocoa, 
cider, cookies and popcorn will 

be provided by PEACE Campus 
nonprofits FutureHeights and 
Reaching Heights, and Grace 
Communion Church.
 The lantern  fest iva l  wi l l 
conclude by 7 p.m., after which 
all attendees are encouraged to 
continue their evening at the many 
restaurants and night spots in 
Coventry Village. 

Last year’s lantern procession, as it passed in front of  Tommy’s restaurant.

• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

 www.ustonroof.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA

 In  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e 
lantern festival, on Saturday, Dec. 
3, 2:30–5 p.m., Art Acts Studio 
and Neal Martin Ceramic Studio 
will offer simultaneous lantern-
making workshops. Geared to 
both individuals and families, 
these workshops offer attendees 
the option of glazing a pre-made 
candlestick-style ceramic lantern, 

or using tissue paper, ribbons and 
bells to decorate a globe-style 
paper lantern. It takes an average 
of 30 minutes to one hour to make 
a lantern; participants can choose 
to make one style of lantern, or 
both. Space is limited, so advance 
registration is suggested. 
 To sign up for the Dec. 3 
workshops, and to learn more 
about the lantern festival, visit 
the Coventry PEACE Campus 
Facebook page.
 The Coventry PEACE Campus 
Lantern Festival is supported by a 
FutureHeights Neighborhood Mini-
Grant, with additional support from 
the Studio Institute. 

Robin VanLear is the former director 
of community arts at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art and creator of Parade 
the Circle. Her studio is in the Coventry 
PEACE Campus. She is an ARTFUL 
board member, and creator of the annual 
Coventry PEACE Lantern Festival, 
which debuted in December 2021. 
VanLear and her artist husband, Jesse 
Rhinehart, are 33-year residents of 
Cleveland Heights.
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Need affordable Medicare 
that’s in step with your life?

This is an advertisement. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and 
product availability varies by state. 

Choosing the right Medicare coverage can 
be confusing.
I can help you find a plan 
that’s right for YOU  
and YOUR BUDGET.

Call today for personalized service!
(216) 375-5902

Kathy Carvin
Licensed Insurance Agent 

Kathy Carvin 
Licensed Insurance Agent

This is an advertisement. 

Not all agents are licensed 

to sell all products. Service 

and product availability 

varies by state.  

46275-HM-0920

 At 2 p.m., the Coventry Village 
Library (1925 Coventry Road) will 
feature author Tricia Springstubb. 
She’ll present her new book, Looking 
For True, a story about two unlikely 
friends who bond over their shared 
compassion for a dog. 
 The Holiday Shop will feature a 
curated assortment of products from 
more than 50 artisans and vendors, 
spanning two floors. Vendors will 
include Mac’s Back’s-Books on 
Coventry, Breadheads Breadery, My 
Turquoise Kitten, Little Babet, Elle 
Sky Ceramics, Space Cadet, Puff 
N Stuff, Dark Lantern Studios, Li’l 
Boîte Pâtisserie, Everarbor, Brooke’s 
Bath Shop, and CCSatchelKnits. 
 p r o d u c t s  w i l l  f e a t u r e 
homewares, clothing, jewelry, 
toys, holiday foods and pastries, 
glassware, fine art, ceramics, and 
bath and skincare items.
 Artist and philanthropist Debbie 
Apple-Presser will also be at the 
Holiday Shop, representing Planet 
Joy, a collaborative art studio for those 
with developmental disabilities. She 
will have tea towels, umbrellas and 
more from these talented individuals, 

available for purchase.
 At 3 p.m., a Lantern Festival, 
an event for all ages, hosted by 
the Coventry Village merchants 
association, will take place at the 
Coventry PEACE Park campus. 
Lantern making will begin at 3 
p.m., then an early-evening lantern 
procession will stroll through the 
park and down Coventry Road. A 
holiday sing-along and free hot cocoa 
will wrap up the event.
 That evening, at the Grog Shop, 
Lea Marra & The Dream Catchers 
will perform a special concert 
dedicated to their holiday EP release. 
The concert will also feature local 
musicians Sugar Mules and Morning 
Bird. Doors open at 7 p.m., with live 
music beginning at 8 p.m. Concerts 
at Grog Shop are all ages. Tickets for 
this concert are $8.

Rachel Hunt is the marketing director of 
Grog Shop, and has spent years working on 
Coventry, and at Tommy’s, then in retail 
at Vintage Apparel and Made Cleveland 
pop-up shops. She is continually amazed 
by the vibrancy and culture found within 
Cleveland Heights.

Holiday fest continued from page 1

santa will be greeting naughty and nice dogs, and other Coventry visitors.

WorksHoP continued from page 1

2015, more than 90 Cleveland 
Heights community members have 
completed the workshop series. 
In the last three years alone, the 
program has had 32 graduates.
 Participants represent, on 
average, eight different Cleveland 
Heights  ne ighborhoods  per 
cohort, ranging from col lege 
students to retirees, providing a 
representative balance in cultural 
and ethnic identities, and a wide 
variety of professional or activism-
based backgrounds. This level of 
participant diversity yields cohorts 

that can learn together, and learn 
from one another.  
 No  p r e v i o u s  l e a d e r s h i p 
experience is required to participate 
in NLWS. 
 For more information about 
NLWS, including how to apply and 
and how to register for an upcoming 
information session, send an e-mail 
to swolf@futureheights.org, or visit 
www.futureheights.org/programs/
community-building-programs/nlws/.

Sarah Wolf is the community-building 
programs manager at FutureHeights.

Saturday, December 24
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sale this December.
 The sale, featuring ceramic art 
and objects made by co-op mem-
bers—mugs, bowls, planters and 
more—will take place on Friday, 
Dec, 2, 7–9 p.m.; and on Dec. 3 and 
4, and Dec. 10 and 11, from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
 The potters invite the public to 
their studio during sale hours, to 
partake of light refreshments while 
shopping for holiday gifts. Visitors 
will also have an opportunity to 
meet co-op artists and learn about 
the classes they teach.
 The Cleveland Potters’ Co-op 
is a group of area potters who share 
the expenses of operating a ceram-
ics studio and offer classes for the 
community.
 The co-op is located at 3175 
Kensington Ave. in Cleveland 
Heights.
 To learn more about the co-op, 
visit www.facebook.com/clevepotters.

Danielle Fortin is a Cleveland Potters’ 
Co-op member.

Danielle Fortin

After a two-year pandemic hiatus, 
the Cleveland Potters’ Co-op is 
again hosting a holiday pottery 

Cleveland Potters’ Co-op hosts holiday sale

Cedar Lee businesses host holiday drives

Shop Local, Shop Small!  
Over 30 Local Artists and Small Businesses 

9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Student Entrepreneur Shop, 12 p.m.-4 p.m. 

St. Ann Church 
2175 Coventry Rd., Cleveland Heights 44118  

Light Breakfast and Lunch available, provided by New Heights Grill, Phoenix 
Coffee, and other local establishments  
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Vases, bowls and other items are on display 
in the windows of the Potters’ Co-op on Kens-
ington Road

Rudy’s Pub, at 2191 Lee Road, is hosting its annual sock drive through Dec. 
18. The business is accepting donations of new socks for children and adults.

Across the street, at 2180 Lee 
Road, CLE Urban Winery is 
a 2022 drop-off location for 
Toys for Tots. New, unwrapped 
toys can be donated at CLE 
through Dec. 14. That evening, 
4–8 p.m., the toy drive will 
culminate in a free-to-attend 
event featuring holiday cheer, 
raffle prizes, live music, and 
complimentary refreshments.
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OCTOBER 18, 2022 — work session
Board members present were President Malia 
Lewis, Dan Heintz, James Posch, Jodi Sourini, 
and Beverly Wright. Also present were Super-
intendent Elizabeth Kirby and Treasurer Scott 
Gainer. 

Advanced Placement program update
The superintendent and members of the admin-
istrative and teaching staff presented informa-
tion on the Heights High Advanced Placement 
(AP) program. Four teachers presented cur-
riculum for the AP classes they teach: Biology, 
Spanish, Computer Science, and Studio Art.
 Students are encouraged to take AP cours-
es, which expose students to college-level ma-
terial with greater rigor. No placement grade 
is needed for enrolling in an AP class. At the 
end of the course, students take an exam and 
receive a weighted grade. Students who do 
not take the exam do not receive the weighted 
grade for the course. Many colleges offer col-
lege credit for those attaining a score of at least 
3 on a 5-point scale. Teachers feel that even 
those students who do not achieve a score of 3 
or better on the exam benefit from the rigor in 
the courses.
 The district offers 19 AP courses. Some of 
the courses are offered each year; others are 
not. The district pays the fees for the AP exam. 
Students are supported with additional help to 
ensure their success in AP classes.
 In the 2019–20 school year, 59 percent 
of students scored a 3 or better, which is the 
highest percentage in the last seven years. In 
the 2020–21 school year, when the COVID-19 
pandemic affected education overall, the per-
centage achieving a score of at least 3 fell to 
30 percent. In 2021–22, scores started to re-
cover, with 42 percent achieving a score of at 
least 3.
 Board members commented that, by pay-
ing for the exam and encouraging participa-
tion in AP classes, the district is supporting its 
equity plan. A board member suggested that 
students taking AP classes be afforded the op-
portunity to have a scheduled study hall during 
the day. Many students are balancing demand-
ing schedules while also filling scheduling 
holes with courses unneeded for graduation 
and of little personal interest.

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.

NOVEMBER 1, 2022 — regular meeting
All board members were present, as were the 
superintendent and treasurer.

Public comments
A student from Roxboro Middle School ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with the ninth-period 
WIN (Whatever I Need) class that requires 
students to spend 45 minutes using the com-
puter program Edmentum. She said the man-

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Board of Education 
Meeting highlights

datory class does not provide enrichment or 
intervention, and that she would prefer to work 
independently during that period. A Roxboro 
Middle School parent also criticized the unpro-
ductive nature of using a 45-minute computer 
program at the end of the school day. She com-
plimented the student presenter. 

Progress in health instruction
Superintendent Kirby explained that the pro-
gress made in instruction for all students en-
rolled in health classes was supported by a 
partnership with LifeAct and the Cleveland 
Rape Crisis Center. LifeAct provided lessons on 
stress management and suicide prevention. The 
Cleveland Rape Crisis Center focused on by-
stander intervention, healthy relationships, and 
consent, coercion, and assault. 
 In October, 12 Heights High students at-
tended and participated in workshops at the 
Mental Health and Safety Summit hosted by 
the Kevin Love Fund.
 Malia Lewis stressed the importance of so-
cial and emotional learning to assist students 
and families, as evidenced by the programs 
Kirby discussed.

Purchase orders
The board approved purchase orders that had 
not been filed appropriately. Scott Gainer 
clarified that the board vote was necessary be-
cause the orders were out of compliance, and 
each order exceeded $3,000. He explained 
that 1) any request for funds must go through 
the correct approval process or it will be out of 
compliance; 2) a purchase order that does not 
follow the approval process is not an obliga-
tion of the district and is out of compliance with 
the state auditor’s regulations, and 3) special 
board approval is required to approve any 
funds above $3,000 that did not follow the 
correct approval process. 

Expansion of Title IX protections
On Oct. 31, Malia Lewis attended an executive 
committee meeting of the State Board of Edu-
cation to discuss State Board Member Brendan 
Shea’s resolution that opposes federal expan-
sion of Title IX’s protections to include gender 
identity and sexual orientation. Lewis said that 
the resolution’s language contains misleading 
statements about parental rights and does 
not benefit children in any way. The executive 
committee will continue to discuss proposed 
amendments and new versions on Nov. 14. 

LWV Observer: Rosemarie Fairman.

Documents for all board meetings can be ac-
cessed at www.chuh.org/BoardofEducation.
aspx. Board meetings are livestreamed at 
www.youtube.com/CHUHSchools and record-
ed for later viewing.

convergence-continuum presents:

For Tickets & Info:
www.convergence-continuum.org
or call 216-687-0074
LIMINIS THEATER | 2438 Scranton Rd. 
Cleveland OH 44113

December 2 - December 17
Thursday - Sunday

In the beginning, the Stage Manager said “Creation of the world, 
go” and, lo, it was good. Then she created Adam and Steve. And 
Jane and Mabel. This hilarious, touching, and irreverent show 
follows the first two couples through the centuries: from the 
creation of appetizers, to Noah’s Ark, to a Christmas party in 
a Manhattan loft. Along the way, they meet a slew of fabulous 
characters, including a sexy rhino, a flamboyant Pharaoh, a go-
go boy, and a lesbian paraplegic rabbi. The whole time they con-
tinue to ask: Can two gay couples find God?

Tickets $18-$23 | Student & Senior Discounts Available

T H E  M O S T 
FABULOUS 

S T O R Y  E V E R  T O L D
by Paul Rudnick

Marchant Manor CheeseMarchant Manor Cheese
Makers • Mongers • MentorsMakers • Mongers • Mentors

Handmade artisan cheese • Cheese accoutrementsHandmade artisan cheese • Cheese accoutrements

H o l i d a y  g i f t s ?H o l i d a y  g i f t s ?
D O N E !D O N E !

2211 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio2211 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio  
(216) 860-1862                             (216) 860-1862                             marchantmanor.commarchantmanor.com                              

 

  

 SSUUSSAANN  DDEELLAANNEEYY  
   

  

SUSAN DELANEY ABR®,RRS,CNE®          

  

 P E A C E  

Shop the neighborhoodShop the neighborhood
    for the holiday    for the holidays!s!

1820 Coventry Rd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118     216.321.2665 

Books | Calendars | Journals | Cards | Puzzles
w w w .m a c s b a c k s . c o m

“Books curated by people, 
not algorithms”
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 Loebl served on the board of the 
Anti-Defamation League, and volun-
teered with Junior League Houston 
and Holocaust Museum Houston. 
Currently, she is the auction chair of 
University Hospitals’ Five-Star Gala.
 “Laura’s wealth of experience 
makes her perfect for this position, 
and I am looking forward to seeing 
how her leadership advances our sup-
port of students through scholarships, 
classroom enrichment, and more,” 
said Liz Kirby, CH-UH schools  
superintendent.
 “The foundation is in a strong 
position for continued growth,” said 
Susan D. Carver, president of the 
HSF Board of Trustees. “Our board 
is thrilled to welcome Laura and 
assist her in taking the foundation 
to its next level of fundraising, com-
munity and alumni engagement, and 
CH-UH district support.”
 Loebl attended Stephens Col-
lege in Columbia, Mo., is married 
to Bryan, and is mom to 17-year-old 
twins, Bex and Charlie. In her spare 
time, she raises chickens and enjoys 
reading and travel.
 HSF was created in 2016, building 
upon decades of alumni work, fund-
raising, and programming. Its mis-
sion is to “engage alumni and commu-
nity members to celebrate our past, 
embrace our present and support our  
future.”
 The foundation’s first execu-
tive director, Julianna Johnston 

Cathan Cavanaugh

The Heights Schools Founda-
tion (HSF), the nonprofit fund-
ra ising a rm of the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City 
School District, has named Laura 
Schwartz Loebl its new executive  
director.
 A 1987 graduate of Cleveland 
Heights High School, Loebl has built 
a 30-plus-year career in nonprofit de-
velopment and marketing, corporate 
communications, and sales. Prior to 
joining HSF, she was the develop-
ment director at Mandel Jewish Day 
School in Beachwood.
 “As a proud alumna and cham-
pion of Tiger Nation, I’m thrilled to 
take on this important role of leading 
the Heights Schools Foundation,” 
said Loebl. “It’s a tremendous honor 
to be able to serve the schools and 
the community that have done so 
much for me.”
 After living in Houston for more 
than 20 years, Loebl returned home 
to Cleveland in 2016. During her 
career, Loebl worked in development 
and project management for various 
nonprofit agencies, eventually open-
ing a marketing and fundraising firm 
that was recognized in the top 15 in 
the Houston market. She has worked 
in the oil and gas industry, was a 
commodities trader for seven years 
and, prior to moving to Cleveland, 
served as director of advancement 
at an independent school. 

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

HSF names Heights alumna new director
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Laura Loebl has been named executive director 
of the Heights Schools Foundation.

Your plumber, your neighbor
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

•  Experts in old  
homes

•   Water tanks &  
heating systems

•  Eco-friendly  
updates

•  Fully trained, licensed,  
bonded & insured

• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300
herbsplumbingandheating.com

G R A C E
C O M M U N I O N
C L E V E LA N D

Free	books	mailed		
to	your	young	child!	

If	your	child	is		
4	years	old	or	younger	

and	lives	in	Cuyahoga	County	
Please	register	online	at:	

Imagina5onLibrary.com	

continued on page 19
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OCTOBER 17, 2022
Board members present were President Gabe 
Crenshaw, Vice President Max Gerboc, Patti 
Carlyle, Dana Fluellen, Annette Iwamoto, Tyler 
McTigue, and Secretary Vika Turakhia.

Board resolutions
The board:
•  Authorized an agreement with Indepen-

dence Construction for pre-construction ser-
vices for the Noble Neighborhood Branch 
Project. 

•  Authorized an agreement with MacMillan 
and Co. for peer services for the mechani-
cal, HVAC, plumbing, and fire protection 
services for the Noble Neighborhood 
Branch Project. 

•  Approved changes to three service and 
administration policies: Photography, Use 
of Credit Cards by Staff, and Support of 
People Experiencing Homelessness.

•  Granted permission to the fiscal officer to pur-
chase a storage area network (SAN) device 
(live back-up for current computer system).

Personnel report
The library is back to normal turnover and staff-
ing, having recently hired two persons. The 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Taskforce 
and Plan are well underway. Initiatives include 
reviewing employee demographics and the 
Employee Resource Council member poll for 
DEI initiatives in the workplace, as compared 
with Heights Libraries’ progress. Having sub-
scribed to Collection HQ, library collection 
management software, the staff are able to run 
diversity audits of the holdings by subject mat-
ter, library branch, title, etc. After reviewing the 
DEI collections report, it was discovered that 
approximately 20 percent of the fiction and 
nonfiction books contain diverse characters 
or subject matter. The Collection HQ software 
also can provide a trend view of how the cur-
rent month compares to numbers and percent-
ages for January over the last three years. 
There has been a steady growth in the number 
of DEI books in Heights Libraries’ collection, in-
creasing by 14,000 since January 2020.

Director’s report
Heights Libraries Director Nancy Levin thanked 
the staff and community members who partici-
pated in the Library Homecoming event.
 More than 35 attendees participated in 
the public meeting regarding the latest plans 

for the interior and exterior of the planned 
Noble Neighborhood Branch project.
 An engineer has been hired to pinpoint 
the source of the water leak at the University 
Heights Branch. Camera reports found no 
leaks. Rebuilding will be delayed until the 
source of the leak can be found. The branch 
reopened Oct. 3 with reduced youth services 
space. Many accolades were given to the staff 
for their work in moving the collections from the 
basement, decreasing the amount of damage.
 A new partnership with Centers for Fami-
lies and Children was made to provide a com-
munity resource specialist at the Lee Road 
Branch at least one day a month to serve the 
community and help in accessing available 
services. Promotion will be done to alert the 
community to this new service.
 Community fundraising activities will be-
gin soon for the Coventry PEACE Park play-
ground project. Signage will be posted at the 
park regarding the project, to alert the commu-
nity to the upcoming repairs and improvements 
that will increase safety in the park.
 Friends of the Heights Libraries will be do-
nating $100,000 over the next three years to 
the PEACE Park playground project.

Communications
A new online comic service, ComicPlus, is now 
available to the community and is being pro-
moted.
 The redesign of the staff Intranet has be-
gun, to better serve staff needs and ease com-
munications.

Public service highlights
Peter Potamus’ Birthday Party was a big suc-
cess. Children dropped off their stuffed ani-
mals to enjoy an after-hours party with Peter. 
Pictures are on the library website showing the 
fun that the stuffed animals and Peter had at 
the party.
 Circulation has increased by 1,876 and 
visitors by 2,744 since September 2021.

LWV Observers: Judith Beeler and Elizabeth 
Tracy. 

Information about the board, board meeting 
minutes and audio recordings of board meet-
ings can be found at https://heightslibrary.org/
locations/heights-libraries-board.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Public Library Board  
Meeting highlights

Noble Neighborhood Branch
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Thursday, Dec. 15
Resolutions Solutions. New Year’s 
resolutions are easy to make, 
but easier to break. Change that 
habit with a simple take-and-make 
activity that will help you craft a 
meaningful goal and then stick 
to it. 

University Heights Branch
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Thursday, Dec. 8
Gingerbread House Challenge Kit. 
Join us for a sticky sweet construc-
tion challenge. Kosher ingredient 
kits are available. For ages 7 and 
up. Registration required.

Coventry Village Branch
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Thursday, Dec. 8, 7 p.m.
Let’s Head to Coventry! A Journey 
Back in Time with David Budin. 
Local writer/journalist David Bu-
din will speak on the unique and 
colorful history of the Coventry 
Road business district. 

Lee Road Branch
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 6 p.m.
Maker Workshop: 3D Printing and 
Modeling Basics. This hands-on, 
introductory workshop covers the 
basics of simple modeling in Tin-
kerCAD and preparing designs to 
be sent to a 3D printer. 

What’s going on at your library?

Helping display and 
preserve your art and 
memories since 1973

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
By appointment only

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-397-7671 woodtraderframing.com
Get $25 off on framing over $100

MOLA! 
MOLA! 
MOLA!

Stop in and learn about these fabulous 
works of art! Many to choose from, or 

bring yours to frame.

Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com



Heights Observer December 1, 2022     www.heightsobserver.org15

HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

 Crenshaw began her tenure on 
the board just as the COVID-19 
pandemic struck the country, turn-
ing the public library service model 
on its head as buildings shut down 
and the board and staff worked 
to find ways to continue to serve 
the community safely. Crenshaw’s 
term as president began during the 
library’s third shutdown in roughly 
two years, in January 2022, as rising 
COVID-19 rates required a quick 
return to building restrictions and 
curbside services.
 A lso during this time, the 
country was experiencing a racial 
reckoning following the deaths of 
George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, 
Breonna Taylor, Tony McDade 
and Rayshard Brooks during the 
spring and summer of 2020. The 
library wanted to respond to this 
national struggle, so Crenshaw used 
her community connections to fa-
cilitate the installation of a “Black 
Excellence” mural in the Coventry 
PEACE parking lot, funded by the 
Friends of Heights Libraries and 
created by local artists Wayne Pol-
lard and Jimmy Hayden.
 “Of all the things I’ve accom-
plished on the Heights Libraries 
board, I am most proud of having 
had the opportunity to cultivate 
the Black Excellence mural,” said 
Crenshaw. “I was able to convene 
a group of local artists, many of 
whom are from Cleveland Heights, 
to create a mural that represented 
historic contributions from Black 

Sheryl Banks

Heights Libraries Board President 
Gabe Crenshaw will complete her 
term on the library board at the end 
of December. Crenshaw served a 
three-year term, replacing outgoing 
board member Suzann Moskovitz, 
who left after serving four years of 
a seven-year term.
 Crenshaw’s three years on the 
board have been marked by consid-
erable changes and challenges for 
the four-building library system, 
ranging from COVID-19 shut-
downs to preparation for a major 
renovation of the Noble Neighbor-
hood branch.
 “Gabe has been with us through 
a very challenging and exciting 
per iod of t ime,” sa id Heights 
Libraries Director Nancy Levin. 
“And during this past year serving 
as board president, she guided the 
board with confidence and grace.”

Crenshaw served library during tumultuous time
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Heights Libraries Board President Gabe 
Crenshaw.

Join Us This Holiday Season
CHRISTMAS EVE

4pm Traditional service with nativity pageant
7pm Modern worship

9pm Traditional service with nativity pageant

CHRISTMAS DAY
10am Informal worship

www.cotsumc.org
2537 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights

Admissions Open House 

Saturday, January 21 

12:00 to 2:00 PM 

18 months to 8th grade

Register today: Visit ruffingmontessori.net

Meet Ruffing’s exceptional faculty, talk with our Head of School, explore our beautiful and spacious 

classrooms, and discover for yourself why so many of your friends, neighbors and colleagues have 

fallen in love with Ruffing and made it the school of choice for their children.

Ohioans.”
 Crenshaw, who works for the 
Urban League of Greater Cleveland 
as manager of education and career 
pathways, credits her experience on 
the board with helping her focus 
more on her passion.
 “Serving on the board has in-
spired me to strengthen my work 
in education equity,” said Cren-
shaw. “In addition to my work with 
the Urban League, I am also an 
advocate for Black families with 
students enrol led in Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights public 
schools, where I serve as Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion chair for the 

continued on page 19
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Heights Arts seeks next CH poet laureate

has provided me with the oppor-
tunity not only to refocus on my 
poetry, but more so on my role as a 
community poet. Writing is often a 
solitary art, but the laureateship by 
its very nature engages my art, par-
ticularly through the Ekphrastacy 
series, which provides me and other 
poets in the community with an 
opportunity to work with a wider 
audience.”

Tom Masaveg is a public artist special-
izing in augmented reality installation 
and graphite works on paper. He’s also the 
programs manager at Heights Arts. Con-
tact him at programs@heightsarts.org. 

tion’s Heights Writes Community 
Team selects a poet to serve in 
this post. The team is made up of 
volunteers with expertise in the 
literary arts, supported by Heights 
Arts staff. 
 Current Cleveland Heights 
Poet Laureate Ray McNiece, one 
of 22 poets laureate in the country, 
was recently awarded a fellowship 
through the Academy of American 
Poets thanks to his laureateship at 
Heights Arts.
 Commenting on his experi-
ence as the 10th CH poet laureate, 
McNiece said, “Serving as the 
Cleveland Heights Poet Laureate 

Ray McNiece performing live at Ekphrastacy: Artists Talk and Poets Respond.
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Tom Masaveg 

Heights Arts initiated the Cleve-
land Heights poet laureate program 
more than 20 years ago. It is now 
seeking the city’s 11th poet laure-
ate, to serve a  two-year term, April 
2023 through March 2025—Heights 
Arts’ 25th anniversary. The Cleve-
land Heights poet laureate receives 
a yearly stipend, participates in 
civic and community events, and 
manages Heights Arts’ popular Ek-
phrastacy—Artists Talk and Poets 
Respond series.
 Heights Arts is accepting ap-
plications for the position through 
Dec. 31. Anyone applying for the 
laureateship must commit to serve 
the full 24-month term of service if 
selected, and be either a resident of 
Cleveland Heights or have a signifi-
cant relationship to the Cleveland 
Heights community. 
 Detailed information, along 
with the application, can be found 
at heightsarts.org/poet-laureate.
 The Cleveland Heights Poet 
Laureateship is the first and lon-
gest-running laureateship in the 
state of Ohio. With the endorse-
ment of the city of Cleveland 
Heights, Heights Arts established 
the post in 2000, to celebrate and 
elevate poetry as an art form for 
the benefit of the community’s 
residents.
 Every two years, the organiza-

yummy

fun

small plates

potent potables

2196 lee road
cleveland heights

216.932.9000 mojocle.com

O p e n  F o r  S u n d a y  B r u n c h

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Therefore the                 Himself will give you a sign! 

Behold! The virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and

shall call His name            I m m a n u e l

L o r d

3630 Fa i rmount  B lvd.  Shaker  Heights ,  OH 44118
www.f i rs tbapt is tc leve land.org

(216)  932-7480

COME WORSHIP 
WITH US!

Contemporary worship 9:00 AM
Traditional worship 11:00 am

Two services every Sunday

WWW.COVENANTWEB.ORG

11205 Euclid Ave.
Cleveland, 44106

for Details and Live Streams, please visit

All are Welcome
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AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

 1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolutions.com

 VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE

Since 1982

Honesty, Value and 
Communication

Visit our website
to schedule your

service online

continued on page 19
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A leading provider for elders, McGregor 
is meeting the changing needs 
of Cleveland’s seniors throughout 
Northeast Ohio and Cuyahoga County 
through our residential care services, 
community-based PACE program 
that keeps people connected in the 
community, and our grant-making 
foundation that supports innovations, 
workforce development and quality of 
care in all settings; each are providing 
ways to age well and improve lives!

A non-profit Senior Living Community, 
McGregor offers its residents a 
longstanding reputation of excellence. 
For over a century, McGregor has been 
servicing the needs of seniors in the 
greater Cleveland area, offering endless 
ways to enjoy what life has to offer!

mcgregoramasa.org • 216.851.8200
14900 Private Drive, Cleveland, Ohio 44112

Some Missions  
Say it All!

David Budin

I tend to write about Coventry Vil-
lage fairly often in these columns. I 
guess that’s why the Heights Librar-
ies’ Coventry Village Branch has 
invited me to speak on that topic on 
Thursday, Dec. 8, at 7 p.m. It’s free 
and open to the public.
 When I was first asked to do 
that, my immediate thought was: 
I’m not a Coventry expert. But then 
I thought: Well, actually, I grew up 
there. And so did my parents. And I 
have always spent time there, my en-
tire life (so far). My family and I have 
spanned most of Coventry’s history. 
Plus, I’ve written about it and, in the 
process, researched its history. So, if 
I’m not an expert, who is?
 My family and I can check 
most of the significant boxes: Jews 
migrated there from the 1920s to 
the 1950s. That’s my parents, whose 
families moved to the neighborhood 
in the early ’20s (my father) and mid 
’30s (my mother). I was there through 
the ’50s. Then it became a counter-
culture haven in the middle and late 
’60s. I was right there, right then, 
and just the right age. And I’ve lived 

nearby ever since.
 A few weeks ago, I was on Mt. Etna 
in Sicily. During a part of the guided 
tour of that volcano that stopped in a 
forest, a young apprentice guide asked 
me, in halting English, where I was 
from in the U.S. I said Cleveland. He 
thought for a few seconds and asked, 
“Is it desert?” Gesturing to the trees 
around us, I said, “No. It’s like this.” 
He said, “Are there bears?” 
 I told him that Cleveland was a 
city, but there were lots of trees in and 
around it, and that at one time, it was 
all trees. And that when I was a kid, 
the area was known as the Forest City.
 When it was all trees, there were 
bears, right here, in what is now Cleve-
land Heights. And that wasn’t long 
before it became Cleveland Heights. 
The first white settlers in this area 
came in the early 1800s. They built log 
cabins and protected themselves from 
bears, wolves and snakes. 
 There were also wild turkeys, 
especially along the ridge that is now 
called Overlook (the section that over-
looks Little Italy and the city of Cleve-
land, looking west and north), which is 
why the area was called Turkey Ridge 
for a while (and why we see that name 
pop up occasionally—like the sand-
wich with that name at Grum’s Sub 
Shoppe on Coventry Road, and the 
former name of another restaurant on 
Coventry).
 Mayfield was the first road here, 
in about 1828, but it was only six feet 

wide and a dirt road. In a few years, it 
became a plank road and you had to 
pay a toll to use it. If you wanted to 
travel east, you didn’t have many other 
options. A little later Superior Road 
was built, connecting Euclid Avenue 

to Mayfield.
 By the end of the 1800s, this area 
had grown to 10,000 people. With the 
advent of trolley cars—to get people 
up to the Heights, which had been 

Coventry Road, from Euclid Heights Boulevard, looking toward Mayfield Road, in 1940. That house 
in the center is still there, as are many of these buildings.
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I’m talking about Coventry — Dec. 8
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

55 932-975521
6Generations 

of Hann Family 
Experience. 

Bonded • Insured
OH LIC #24462 

  
BREAKINGBREAKING
NEWS!NEWS!

Coupon must be presented to technician at  
the time of service. Labor for repairs & materials 

additional. Discount valid on traditional style 
systems only. Additional charges may apply 

for hydronic or commercial-sized equipment. Limit 
One Discount per visit. Exp: 12/31/22  

Heating 
Tune-Up 
& Safety 
Inspection

104104$$
( Normally $124 ) 

Now 
Only

932-975521
6VEHbrothers.com     

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Hts

Chris Hann

Bill 
Hann

Record Lows....

Heating | Cooling | Plumbing | Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems 

Sophie La Gourmande and Heights 
Arts collaborate to exhibit art

with so much spunk and zeal for 
everyday adventures. Sophie made 
you feel happy, loved and embraced. 
She lived to be 18! I named the 
patisserie-café in honor of Sophie’s 
exuberance and joy, as a constant 
reminder to enjoy a happy, healthy 
life.
 “We are here to bring a joyful 
taste experience; thus, ‘your daily 
dose of joie de vivre’ is our tagline.”

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of 
the Heights Observer, and is a Cuyahoga 
County master gardener volunteer.

Kim Sergio Inglis 

This year’s Heights Arts Holiday 
Shop has overflowed the nonprofit 
art space at 2175 Lee Road, extend-
ing down the block to 2277 Lee 
Road—home of Sophie La Gour-
mande.
 “I am all about collaboration,” 
said Bob Sferra, Sophie’s owner. 
“This marks our third sort of large 
collab in the past six years. The 
energy and mission of Heights Arts 
has always been a favorite of mine!  
Plus, Rachel Bernstein and her 
team are so great to work with.”
 The art installation at Sophie 
La Gourmande will be on view 
through the beginning of the new 
year, until Jan. 17. 
 Each piece on the gourmet 
shop’s wall is accompanied by a 
QR code that describes the piece 
and provides an opportunity to 
purchase it.
 Sophie La Gourmande opened 
on June 1, in the space formerly oc-
cupied by Verne & Ellsworth Hann 
Inc. 
 “The building was purchased in 
2019,” said Sferra, “Build out plans, 
engineering and architectural work 
were completed in mid-2020 with 
a great deal of labor and input 
from my culinary team, and finally 
construction began in February 
2021.”
 Sferra’s prior collaborations 
with Heights Arts pre-date the 
opening of Sophie, and involved 
his catering business, Culinary 
Occasions, which has provided full-
service catering for 15 years.
 “The plan for the business 
evolved when I decided to place 
greater emphasis on the baking and 
pastry program, and to increase our 
catering business opportunities 
with a larger kitchen, while also 
introducing a new and unique café 
setting,” Sferra explained.
 And Sophie, the shop’s name-
sake? “Sophie was the name of the 
yellow Labrador retriever puppy my 
husband gave me as a Valentine’s 
Day gift,” Sferra said. “She was a 
beautiful, elegant and athletic pup 

Art—on the walls, and in the pastry case— 
surrounds diners at Sophie La Gourmande.

Each piece, like this watercolor by Karin Dijkstra, 
is accompanied by a QR code and description.
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Tree Service Year Round
Pruning•Removals•Cabling & Bracing 
•Fertilization & Spraying• Air Spading

Proper Pruning of Fruit and  
Ornamental Trees

We sell and properly plant 
trees and shrubs

Fully Insured•Certified Arborist on staff

ISA TCIA NAA•ISA Certified #OH-6736

ARDMORE TREE SERVICE
Serving Tree Care Needs in the Heights 

for over 40 years

Free Estimates & Consultations
ardmoretreeservice@gmail.com•216-486-5551
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Parent Teacher Student Associa-
tion.”
 As Crenshaw steps down, she 
leaves the library prepared to take 
on one of its most significant projects 
in the new decade, the expansion of 
the Noble Neighborhood branch. “I 
will no longer be on the board once 
the project is complete, but the plan-
ning of this renovation is the most 
important work I’ve participated in,” 
said Crenshaw. “It is a truly inclusive 
project that will bring new develop-
ment to the neighborhood and allow 
the branch to continue to serve as a 
pillar to the community.”

 Crenshaw had this to say when 
asked to sum up her years of services: 
“Serving on the Heights Libraries 
board has been a wonderful expe-
rience. I have learned a myriad of 
things in so many different areas. I 
don’t believe I would have had the 
opportunity to gain such knowledge 
had I not been on the board. Finally, 
I have formed many relationships 
that I hope to continue even when I 
am no longer a trustee.”

Sheryl Banks is the communications 
manager for the Cleveland Heights-Uni-
versity Heights Public Library System.

CRENSHAW continued from page 15

Senturia, left in July 2022 to become 
the executive director of Fairmount 
Temple in Beachwood. Deanna 
Bremer Fisher, the former executive 
director of FutureHeights, served as 
the foundation’s interim administra-

tor from July through October.

Cathan Cavanaugh is the supervisor 
of communications for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District.

HSF continued from page 13

have no idea what’s happening. The 
connection is lost.” Moreover, Heim 
wanted the orchestra to remain in 
the same room, so that students 
would be recognized for their signifi-
cant contribution to the show.
    Playing on the stage has its draw-
backs, however. There is less space 
for staging, and the orchestra is be-
hind the singers, which can make it 
hard for the singers to hear it. 
 This is one of the reasons that 
composer Richard Wagner invented 
the pit area for his opera orchestra: 
to maintain audibility while remov-
ing visual distractions from the 
stage action. The job of the orches-
tra is to unobtrusively support the 
singers.

 A 2016 Australian study of pit 
musicians suggests that these musi-
cians experience more stress than 
those in stage orchestras. 
 Still, both Heim and Korane 
said they enjoy the experience. Heim 
describes the unpredictable nature of 
every performance as “exciting.” 
 Korane added, “It’s very ener-
getic. Once we start playing, we just 
go for it. That kind of excitement is 
palpable onstage.”

Eve McPherson is a CH-UH schools 
alumna and parent. An ethnomusicologist 
on the faculty at Kent State University 
- Trumbull, she currently serves as co-
president of the Heights High Band and 
Orchestra Parent Organization.

PIT continued from page 8

Shop  
Local

HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor  
of the  

Lee Road Branch 

Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books,     
DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale     

Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!    
www.friendsheightslibraries.org 

All proceeds  
support the library 

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC. 
For all your electrical needs 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

(440) 840-8941 
Ask for Steve               License #48370 

“Reliable electrical service and repair”  

CLASSIFIEDS

 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round 
Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal 

Feeding • Oak Wilt Treatment 

(216) 486-5551 
We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

Member:  
National Arborist Assn. • TCIA • ISA 

 Free Estimates Fully Insured 

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Iyengar Yoga
Transforming Body, Breath and Mind

Online and In-Studio Classes

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

7 Days 9 a.m.– 8 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS 

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

 Gold / Sterling Silver 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Bronze Figures
 Men’s Wristwatches 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures

a major impediment to its growth, 
and to get people around within the 
area—by the 1930s, the population 
had quintupled, to about 50,000.
 My father’s family moved from 
Cleveland (off East 105th Street) to 
Washington Boulevard, a few houses 
behind where the library now stands, 
in the early 1920s, right after Cleve-
land Heights became a city. My fa-
ther’s uncle owned a deli on Coventry.
 My mother’s family moved to 
Coventry Road, to an apartment 
above what is now Hunan Coventry, 
at the corner of Coventry and Hamp-
shire roads, in the mid-1930s, during 
the Great Depression. My mother 
worked, during my childhood, at the 
Coventry library, so I spent a great 
deal of time there.
 My brothers and I grew up in a 
house on Belmar Road, two blocks 
east of Coventry, right off of May-
field (which, fortunately, by then, 
had been widened and paved). For 
my entire youth, Coventry—the part 
we all shop on—was almost entirely 
old-world, Eastern European Jewish 
shops of all kinds.

SONGS & STORIES continued from page 17

 In 1964, a couple named Leeds—
Sandra and Morrie—opened an an-
tiques store at 1864 Coventry, and 
called it, simply, 1864, which, actually 
said a lot. At some point, they put in 
an antique counter and soda fountain, 
and started serving egg creams. They 
began hosting hootenannies on Sunday 
afternoons, which attracted a more 
counter-culture clientele, including 
teens like me. And that’s what started 
“Coventry,” which happened to coin-
cide with the hippie movement, which 
planted itself right there.
 The rest, as they say, is history. 
And that’s what I’ll be talking about 
at the Coventry Village Library on 
Dec. 8.
 (Register online at www.heightsli-
brary.org, or call any of the Heights 
Libraries branches.)

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the for-
mer editor of Cleveland Magazine and 
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a 
professional musician and comedian. His 
writing focuses on the arts and, especially, 
pop-music history.
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