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New signs are finally coming to UH

continued on page 12

FH names Pagsuyoin executive director 

Mayor returns Boyd 
to CH City Council
Kim Sergio Inglis 

On Feb. 10, Cleveland Heights 
Mayor Kahlil Seren announced his 
appointment of former CH coun-
cil member and former state Rep. 
Janine Boyd to city council. She 
will serve out the unexpired term 
of Josie Moore, who resigned from 
council on Dec. 16. That term ends 
on Dec. 31, 2023; the seat will be on 
the ballot this November.
 The mayor’s announcement 
came after the six Cleveland 
Heights City Council members 
failed to appoint a seventh.
 The city charter stipulates that 
council has 45 days in which to fill 
a council vacancy, once it has voted 
to accept a council member’s res-
ignation. Council voted to accept 
Moore’s resignation on Dec. 21, 
giving council members until Feb. 
4 to appoint someone.
 In his e-mail announcing that 
Boyd would be returning to CH 
City Council, Seren wrote, “Ms. 
Boyd was the only candidate that 
received a motion to appoint from 

Janine Boyd

Noble library preps for May renovation
Sheryl Banks 

Heights Libraries will soon be signifi-
cantly expanding its Noble Neighbor-
hood branch. The planned renovation 
will double the size of the heavily used 
building, allowing the library to expand 
and broaden the services it provides 
to residents of the Noble neighbor-
hood and surrounding communities in 
the northeastern section of Cleveland 
Heights.
 The branch will be closed begin-
ning Sunday, April 16. The renovation is 
expected to last roughly a year (through 

Julie Sabroff 

After an extensive search process, 
the FutureHeights Board of Direc-
tors is pleased to announce that it 
has named Kristine Pagsuyoin its 
new executive director.
 In assuming the role, on Feb. 
6, Pagsuyoin will now manage 

all day-to-day operations for 
FutureHeights, leading staff and 
programming, as well as marketing 
and fundraising efforts.
 Pagsuyoin’s leadership and 
housing background, combined 
with a passion for community en-
gagement and community build-
ing, will further advance the mis-
sion of FutureHeights. She brings 
a breadth of experience to her new 
leadership role.
 “I have lived in the county 
since the late ’90s and have always 
loved and admired Cleveland 
Heights for its beautiful houses, 
culture and especially its residents 
who are dedicated to making 
Cleveland Heights a great place 
to live,” said Pagsuyoin.
 She is passionate about public 
service, especially as it relates to 
access to affordable housing and 
preservation, and community 
development and engagement.
 “I believe local organizations 

continued on page 8

Kristine Pagsuyoin

Mike Cook 

After implementing a new brand 
and logo back in 2018, University 
Heights will finally see the corre-
sponding signs installed across the 
city this year.
 “It’s been a long time coming,” 
Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan 
said. “But the prototypes look 
amazing, and I’m confident resi-
dents will feel the signs were worth 
the wait.”
 Partial prototypes of the signs 
were delivered to UH City Hall last 
month. The signs for the city’s ma-
jor gateways will feature the four-
color University Heights logo, built 
with transparent colored acrylic. 
The stained glass and mosaic ef-
fect will make the signs unique 
compared to any other municipal 
signs in Northeast Ohio.
 Phase I of the sign program will 
include 20 signs to be installed at 

A Noble library branch expansion design image. 

May 2024), with a groundbreaking ten-
tatively scheduled for May 2023.
 The expansion’s design, created by 
architectural design company Bostwick 

Design Partnership and landscape de-
sign company McKnight & Sergeant, 
was approved by the Cleveland Heights 

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

u
N

iV
er

si
ty

 h
ei

g
h

ts
 c

it
y 

h
a

ll
c

o
u

rt
es

y 
c

it
y 

o
f 

c
le

Ve
la

N
d

 h
ei

g
h

ts

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

Kr
is

ti
N

e 
pa

g
su

yo
iN

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

h
ei

g
h

ts
 l

ib
ra

ri
es

Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan shows off a University Heights gateway sign prototype.

the city’s gateway locations, as well 
as at Walter Stinson Community 
Park.
 “The focus of the sign program 

in this phase is on brand expression 
and identification of the city’s foot-
print,” said Gina Gerken of Guide 
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not a conven-
tional newspaper; it is a nonprofit 
publication for residents of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights.
 The Heights Observer has no writing 
staff; it is written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want 
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights 
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to 
contribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Ob-
server? If so, please write it on your own, 
or with friends, neighbors or colleagues. 
Our volunteer editors will make sure it’s 
ready to publish, and contact you with 
any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click on 
“Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered for the 
April issue must be submitted by March 
13. We publish some articles online only. 
We also publish an e-newsletter each 
Tuesday.

Bob Rosenbaum

Assembling a publication like 
the Heights Observer is a puzzle. 
An average 20-page issue con-
tains about 23–28 articles of 
varying subjects, length and 
immediacy; 60 ads in a dozen 
configurations; and a number 
of standing components that all 
need to be meshed into a neat 
and readable package.
 Our deadlines are set up to 
allow a small, remote, part-time 
staff to follow a smooth and 
thoughtful production process.
 Still, it’s reasonable to won-
der what goes on in the typical 
two and a half weeks between 
our article deadline and the day 
the issue gets distributed.
 Here’s an outline of how 
an issue of the Observer comes 
together.
 The first deadline for each 
issue is the article deadline. 
It’s always on a Monday, and is 
available for all to see at www.
heightsobserver.org > submission 
instructions.
 As soon as that deadline ar-
rives, Editor Kim Sergio Inglis 
begins to review all the articles, 
letters, opinions and columns 
that have come in through our 
online submission system. She 
categorizes them by topic, con-
siders the immediacy and im-
pact of each—and its relevance 
to the Heights. She notes the 
length, and begins organizing 
where each contribution belongs 
in the upcoming issue—front 
page, opinion section, com-
munity news, schools, etc. She 
also begins contacting some of 
the writers for clarification, ad-
ditional information—whatever 
is needed.
 At the same time, she assigns 
some of the articles to a small 
group of volunteer editors, who 
have a few days to go over their 
assigned articles for inconsisten-
cies, unanswered questions and 
other concerns.  
 On Thursday, four days after 
the article deadline, we close ad-
vertising sales. By 10 a.m. Friday, 
we’ll set the size of the issue and 
jump into production.
 Issue size is mostly a finan-
cial decision. We aim to publish 
a paper that’s 60 percent edito-
rial and 40 percent advertising 
(for-profit publications typically 
reverse this ratio). If we’ve sold 
the equivalent of 10 pages of 
advertising, that indicates a 24-
page issue.
 If we have a lot of timely 
articles or some big community 
debate going on, we may add 
pages to accommodate more 
voices in the paper. It happens 
most often around elections. 

The nuts and bolts of producing the Observer

OpeNiNg 
THe OBseRveR

 Four pages is the smallest 
increment we can add due to 
the way printing presses work. It 
increases our cost, but more im-
portant, with a press run of 8,000 
copies, it adds 32,000 pages to 
the eventual waste stream. 
 With the page count set, our 
two-person layout team creates 
a blank template for the paper 
using InDesign publishing soft-
ware. They place all the ads first, 
while the editor maps where in 
the layout each article will begin 
and end.
 Over the next two weeks, the 
puzzle takes shape. Things move 
around a lot for a lot of reasons: 
Ads arrive in a different size than 
expected, revisions change the 
length of articles or the size of 
photos, some anticipated articles 
fail to come through, and late 
news arrives that we need to ac-
commodate.
 Each article is an individual 
project—fitted into its assigned 
spot, with byline, photo credits, 
and writer bio added, and head-
lines crafted to fit the space avail-
able. 
 There may still be holes 
throughout the paper at this 
point. Articles that arrive after 
deadline are still considered for 
publication right up until the last 
space has been filled. In the case 
of a too-full issue, worthy articles 
might unexpectedly need to be 
cut from the paper.
 Proofs of the paper are gen-
erated three times throughout 
the production process—10 days 
after the article deadline, two 
days later, and then once more 
in the final week of the month. 
After the third proof has been 
reviewed, the digital file is imme-
diately uploaded to the printer.
 Twenty-four hours later, a van 
shows up at FutureHeights with 
the new issue for our delivery vol-
unteers to distribute throughout 
the community.

Cleveland Heights resident Bob 
Rosenbaum is co-chair of the Heights 
Observer Advisory Committee, and 
is responsible for its advertising sales 
and market development.

Boyd continued from page 1

Helping display and 
preserve your art and 
memories since 1973

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
By appointment only

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-397-7671 woodtraderframing.com
Get $25 off on framing over $100

MOLA! 
MOLA! 
MOLA!

Stop in and learn about these fabulous 
works of art! Many to choose from, or 

bring yours to frame.

City Council during their appoint-
ment process. When we truly 
believe in someone, we speak up 
and endorse them unequivocally. 
My decision to appoint Represen-
tative Boyd to the seat vacated by 
my colleague Josie Moore included 
thoughtful consideration of what 
we lost with her exit and what we 
stand to gain in a new member.” 
(Three council members sup-
ported Boyd’s bid to be appointed; 
three did not.)
 Boyd previously served on CH 
City Council (2012–2014) before 
being elected in November 2014 
to represent District 9 in the Ohio 
State House (2015–2022). 
 In the House, she replaced her 
mother, Rep. Barbara Boyd, who 
did not seek re-election due to 
term limits.
 Janine Boyd was first ap-
pointed to city council in October 
2012, and, in 2013, ran unopposed 
to serve out the remainder of the 
unexpired two-year term. 
 In February 2015, city council 
appointed now-Mayor Seren to 
serve out Boyd’s unexpired council 
term.
 Boyd was one of 26 applicants 
for the council seat; six withdrew 
during the process, leaving a field 
of 20.
 In her application, Boyd cited 
the continuing influence of her 
mother, who also served on CH 
City Council: “I understand this 
application might surprise some. 
It honestly surprises me. My mom, 
the Honorable Barbara H. Boyd, 
departed from this earthly plane 
November 5th, 2022. She gave so 
much to this city, and this city 
gave her a lot back. I cannot walk 
or drive down a street without 
seeing her warm face, or hearing 
her wise and unforgettable words. 
She taught me everything I know 
about serving others through pol-
icy and practice, and leading with 
strength and humility. I believe 
this unforeseen opportunity, if it 
is meant for me, might give me 
a chance to honor and celebrate 
her life by continuing to serve 
Cleveland Heights and all of our 
neighbors, even as I continue to 
grieve her passing.”

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of 
the Heights Observer.



Heights Observer March 1, 2023     www.heightsobserver.org3

OpiNiON

Your plumber, your neighbor
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

•  Experts in old  
homes

•   Water tanks &  
heating systems

•  Eco-friendly  
updates

•  Fully trained, licensed,  
bonded & insured

• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300
herbsplumbingandheating.com

Tree Service Year Round
Pruning•Removals•Cabling & Bracing 
•Fertilization & Spraying• Air Spading

Proper Pruning of Fruit and  
Ornamental Trees

We sell and properly plant 
trees and shrubs

Fully Insured•Certified Arborist on staff

ISA TCIA NAA•ISA Certified #OH-6736

ARDMORE TREE SERVICE
Serving Tree Care Needs in the Heights 

for over 40 years

Free Estimates & Consultations
ardmoretreeservice@gmail.com•216-486-5551

Cleveland Heights City Council 
should make council appointments
Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, and Davida Russell

As we welcome our new [city council] 
colleague, the recent appointment of 
Janine Boyd has brought some ques-
tions to the minds of residents, who 
would like to know why the mayor, 
and not city council, made this deci-
sion.
 The three of us would like to be 
very clear about this:
•  First and foremost, [we,] Council 

Members Larson, Russell and Cuda, 
believe council vacancies should 
always be filled by city council.

•  When no applicant appeared to have 
the support of at least four members 
of council, the three of us were will-
ing to compromise and give up our 
first pick to consider several other 
qualified applicants.   

•  When we left executive session on 
Feb. 2, we expected Council Presi-
dent Hart to announce that we had 
not reached a consensus. Instead, 
a motion was made to take a vote 
on Ms. Boyd. That vote failed to 
produce a majority for Ms. Boyd. 
From our perspective, we saw no 

point in bringing forward another 
candidate’s name, knowing that they 
also would not be supported by a 
majority of our members.

•  With more than 48 hours left to 
make a decision, the three of us were 
willing to continue to discuss other 
applicants and come to a consensus 
by compromising.

•  Bottom line: Council must be 
a strong, independent, co-equal 
branch of government, fully empow-
ered to do its job.

 The fact that council failed to 
compromise and make an appoint-
ment does not in any way diminish 
our new colleague. The charter is 
clear; if council fails to make an ap-
pointment, the mayor gets to choose.
 The three of us would like to 
congratulate and welcome Ms. Boyd 
to city council. We are looking for-
ward to working with her and expect 
to have a productive, collaborative 
relationship.

Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, and Davida 
Russell currently serve on Cleveland 
Heights City Council.

CH City Charter appointment process works
Melody Joy Hart 

Councils and boards typically have 
an odd number of members so that 
stalemates can be avoided. When 
there are an even number, stalemates 
are not uncommon.
 This was the case several years 
ago in Cleveland Heights, where 
the appointment of a new council 
member took close to a year to be 
resolved.
 After that, a charter amend-
ment was put in place to require an 
appointment within 45 days. If the 
council has a stalemate, after 45 days 
the mayor appoints a new council 
member. This is common in most 
cities.
 In the most recent resignation, 
by Josie Moore [close to] Christmas 
holidays, the six-member council 
was unable to reach an appointment 
within the designated time.
 On day 43, there was a motion 
for the Honorable former [state] 
Representative Janine Boyd, who 

had been on council previously and 
also spent eight years in the state 
legislature. Although there were 
many good candidates, no one else 
came close to her relevant experi-
ence. Nevertheless, the vote was a 
3-3 split. In that meeting, no one else 
put forward a motion for any of the 
other candidates.
 On days 43 and 44, no two 
council members exercised their 
right to demand another meeting. 
So, ultimately the mayor appointed 
within his 10-day requirement.
 Ideally, it is preferable that coun-
cil appoints. But sometimes, even 
when people vote their conscience, 
they may not reach a consensus. But, 
the good news is that the charter 
amendment did what it was sup-
posed to do. It ensured a timely 
appointment to CH City Council.

Melody Joy Hart is the Cleveland 
Heights City Council president. She has 
35 years of experience in finance as an 
executive.
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 M A K E 2023 T H E Y E A R 
OF YOUR YARD!

Contact us today and 

REQUEST AN ESTIMATE
216-371-1935 or www.lawnlad.com

Let’s help you love your landscape!

What Does YOUR Ideal Yard Look Like?
Whether it’s a beautiful space to spend time 

with family and friends, or a lush haven 
to escape the daily stresses of life, 
make 2023 the year of your yard!

OPEN 7 DAYS - 11 AM TO 7PM
1807 COVENTRY RD, CLEVELAND HEIGHTS

MADECLEVELAND.COM

CHECK ONLINE 
FOR A FULL LIST
QR CODE 
BELOW

OVER 100 
CREATORS 
FROM NEO

ART
PROVISIONS 

APPAREL
MUSIC

SELF-CARE
JEWELRY

HOME GOODS
PAPER & BOOKS

ACCESSORIES

EVENTS
OPEN MIC NIGHTS
MON 6-8:30 PM

CLASSES & DEMOS
ADDED OFTEN!

GROCERY EXPANSION
ANNOUNCED SOON!

Politics shouldn’t interfere with CHPD
Alan Rapoport

I once asked former Cleveland 
Heights Police Chief Martin Lentz 
why his officers did not exercise dis-
cretion when issuing parking tickets. 
He asked if I really thought a large 
group of armed, uniformed officers 
should have such discretion. I got his 
point. The potential for abuse would 
be enormous. Our police are trained 
to enforce laws, period.
 Chief Lentz further expressed 
to me his belief in strict traffic law 
enforcement. He mentioned what 
he called the “felon community.” He 
thought people who break big laws 
frequently break small ones. He said 
drivers stopped sometimes were leav-
ing the scene of a crime or had out-
standing felony warrants. They could 
be armed. Traffic stops are unpredict-
able and potentially dangerous. They 
are not occasions for social work.
 I remembered these conversa-
tions while thinking about a traffic 
stop on Sept. 22 that resulted in a 
complaint filed against Sergeant 
Naftali Wolf.
 I watched the video. Demetrius 
Kern [the motorist] was angry and 
uncooperative. He loudly yelled at the 
officers. He refused requests to pro-
vide identification. The officers might 
reasonably have been concerned that 
Mr. Kern would become violent. Mr. 
Kern did not act appropriately.
 But Sergeant Wolf was not a 
model of good behavior either. He 

got angry. The situation was stressful. 
He could have handled it better. He 
let it get too nasty.
 The prosecutor exercised discretion. 
He dismissed charges against Mr. Kern. 
Police Chief Britton ordered Sergeant 
Wolf to attend a “de-escalation training 
session.” Too bad Mr. Kern could not be 
ordered to attend one himself. I believe 
the prosecutor and the chief appropri-
ately handled the situation.
 Unfortunately, the mayor is using 
this incident as his excuse to propose 
a brand new Bureau of Professional 
Standards. Chief Britton can admin-
ister reasonable discipline without 
one. Such a bureau will interfere with 
civil service procedures. And it will 
make personnel decisions unreason-
ably subject to political interference. 
This is an inappropriate power grab. 
It resembles an earlier bad proposal of 
the mayor to remove the police chief 
from civil service protection.
 In the same video, the next driver 
stopped by a police officer was polite. 
He presented identification when 
asked. He volunteered that he was car-
rying a licensed firearm. Even so, he was 
treated with courtesy. Traffic offenders 
usually are treated well when they coop-
erate. The police in Cleveland Heights 
are that professional. They deserve our 
sympathy and our respect.

Alan Rapoport, a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights, served on CH City 
Council (1980–87) and as council presi-
dent/mayor (1982–87).

SAG continues planning and placemaking 
for the Severance Town Center property
Paul Volpe and Robert N. Brown

In 2020, a small group of Cleveland 
Heights residents began volunteer-
ing together and collaborating to 
examine ideas that might initiate the 
revitalization of the long-struggling 
Severance Town Center property.
 The Severance Action Group 
(SAG) formed, and has invested con-
siderable time, talent, and experience 
in this effort. In December 2022, we 
recognized the need to share our work 
with the Cleveland Heights mayor, city 
council, and the public.
 Looking closely at the property’s 
deteriorated condition, extensive 
vacancies, and lack of investment, we 
quickly concluded a complete transfor-
mation and bold action are necessary. 
This commenced with a challenge to 
craft a vision that would build on and 
enhance the unique character of Cleve-
land Heights, and that acknowledges 
its social and economic diversity. 
 As planners we recognize that 
form generally follows function, so a 
program of viable uses needed to be 
conceived.
 As a first-ring suburb, Cleveland 
Heights was conceived as a city of 
neighborhoods, and a diversity of 
housing was the priority. As the com-
munity and its residents are aging, this 
preliminary planning for Severance 
recognizes the critical need for the de-
velopment of accessible and affordably 
priced housing, with first-floor master 
bedrooms that will serve the unmet 
needs of the growing population of 

older adults that wish to remain in our 
city. 
 Recognizing, as well, the continuing 
appeal of Cleveland Heights to younger 
households, the plan sees a considerable 
market at Severance for new rental and 
owner-occupied housing designed to 
meet the needs of these young house-
holds, including families with children.
 Its proximity to University Circle, 
the largest employment district in the 
state, makes Cleveland Heights both 
a convenient and attractive place [in 
which] to live.
 Cleveland Heights is a city of walk-
able commercial districts; we [see] the 
opportunity to activate Severance with 
both new and revitalized retail shop-
ping and services. This would include 
the importance of retaining current key 
assets at Severance, including Dave’s 
Market and Home Depot, as well as 
such businesses as Office Max and Mar-
shall’s. These businesses and others will 
serve [future] residents at Severance, as 
well as the surrounding community. 
 As an inherent objective, we recog-
nize that true urban communities are 
both mixed-use and mixed-income.
 Specific to Severance, we believe 
that an ideal development scenario 
would be one that capitalizes on the 
recent expansion of the MetroHealth 
Medical Center. The potential addition 
of a non-traditional regionally focused 
medical, education, training, and re-
lated facilities anchor, would round out 
the ideal community balance of homes, 
stores, and jobs. 

continued on page 11
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Best Cleveland Heights Restaurant or Bar
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Best Cleveland Heights Business (other)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Best New Cleveland Heights Restaurant or Bar
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Best New Cleveland Heights Business (other)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Best University Heights Business (overall)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Yummiest Delectables (candy, pastries, artisanal eats)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Best Place to Define Your Style (clothing, shoes, tattoos, etc.) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Best Atmosphere:
     

     Coziest 
     _______________________________________________________________________________________     

     Coolest 
     _______________________________________________________________________________________

Best Place to Take Kids
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Best Place to Work Out
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Best Place to Get Pampered: 
 
     Hair
     _______________________________________________________________________________________
 
     Nails
     _______________________________________________________________________________________

     Other spa services
     _______________________________________________________________________________________

Best Place to Recharge
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Best Place to Get Your Car Serviced (fixed or detailed)
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Best Business to Call for House/Apartment Services: 
     
     Plumber 
     ___________________________________________________________________________________________
     
     Electrician 
     ___________________________________________________________________________________________
    
     Carpenter
     ___________________________________________________________________________________________
     
     HVAC 
     ___________________________________________________________________________________________
     
     Snow removal/landscaper 
     ___________________________________________________________________________________________     

     Painter 
     ___________________________________________________________________________________________
     
     Home Reno/Contractor 
     ___________________________________________________________________________________________

To vote, detach the ballot, write in the names of your favorite Heights businesses, and mail to
FutureHeights, 2843 Washington Blvd., Ste. 105, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118; or scan and   
 e-mail the ballot to jschantz@futureheights.org.

Rather vote online? Click on the QR code above, or visit www.futureheights.org/programs/best-
of-the-heights, to access the virtual ballot. 

Please note that all nominated businesses must be locally owned and located in Cleveland
Heights unless otherwise specified. One ballot per person. Deadline for submission is March 15.

2023 FUTUREHEIGHTS 
BEST of the heights ballot

HeigHTs Of 
DeMOCRACy

has hammered some areas of the city.
 Mayor Kahlil Seren recently 
moved the city’s housing and build-
ing programs from the Public Safety 
Department to Planning and Develop-
ment, headed by Eric Zamft. We hope 
this change amounts to more than just 
moving problems around.
 One of us has recent experience 
with Inspectional Services. Deborah 
and her husband are owner-occupants 
of a side-by-side duplex. Following a 
Feb. 1, 2022, inspection, they received 
the expected report listing code viola-
tions to be corrected within 90 days. 
After that—nothing. The inspector 
told them that, due to snow cover, he 
would have to complete the exterior 
portion of the inspection later, but 
they were never contacted to schedule 
a follow-up appointment.
 Their next housing-related com-
munication was the annual November 
reminder to renew the Certificate 
of Occupancy for their rental unit. 
Upon logging into CitizenServe (the 
city’s online housing portal) they 
found records of two re-inspections, 
and a citation for not making repairs, 
with the note, “10 Days Extension or 
Court.” Not only were they unaware 
of any re-inspections, they also had no 
opportunity to show the inspector the 
finished interior repairs.
 On Dec. 5, 2022, Cindie Carroll-
Pankhurst, an owner-occupant and 
landlord, addressed a meeting of 
city council’s Housing and Building 

Some CH housing inspection headaches . . .

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 

As volunteer columnists with busy 
lives, we can’t often undertake exten-
sive research, let alone far-reaching 
investigative journalism; thus, we 
forego addressing many interesting 
and important subjects. This month, 
however, our subject is Cleveland 
Heights housing inspections, about 
which seemingly everyone has opin-
ions. We will describe some recent 
inspection issues, and encourage you 
to share your stories with us.
 To be clear, we support rigorous 
code enforcement, which neces-
sitates regular inspections. Sure, we 
gripe like anyone else when we en-
counter an especially picky inspector; 
but housing codes are a social good. 
When conscientiously applied they 
protect owners, renters and neigh-
bors from unsafe conditions, and 
ensure the upkeep of our residential 
areas.
 Cleveland Heights’ code enforce-
ment was once a model for other 
cities; however, the foreclosure crisis, 
compounded by understaffing, poor 
management, and ever-greater num-
bers of absentee investor-landlords, 

Committee, complaining of a similar 
experience during the same time pe-
riod. Housing staff claimed to have 
mailed her no fewer than 10 notices, 
none of which she received. Each 
re-inspection attempt logged in her 
file included the phrase, “Unable to 
contact owner.”
 Carroll-Pankhurst asked, at the 
meeting and in a subsequent e-mail 
to city officials, “What systems are 
in place to ensure accountability in 
Inspectional Services?” Shortly before 
we submitted this column, she had not 
received an answer, although she was 
granted a “reset” on her case, as was 
Deborah.
 Both examples cited here involved 
the same inspector, prompting us to 
ask: Are there safeguards to ensure 
inspectors do not take shortcuts? How 
does the office document e-mail and 
postal communication with home-
owners? How are those communica-
tions initiated? Are housing programs 
using CitizenServe software correctly 
and to its full capacity? Are all staff 
fully trained in its use?
 We don’t think these two cases 
are unique. They suggest a systemic 
problem, raising another question: 
Why are housing division problems 
with communications, record-keeping 
and follow-through chronic and per-
sistent?
 The number of Cleveland Heights 
landlords who reside in the city is 
small, and the number who actually 

Free	books	mailed		
to	your	young	child!	

If	your	child	is		
4	years	old	or	younger	

and	lives	in	Cuyahoga	County	
Please	register	online	at:	

Imagina5onLibrary.com	

live in a dwelling along with their 
tenants is even tinier. The worst 
problem properties are more likely to 
be owned by out-of-town investors; 
but landlords residing in the city are 
easier to find.
 How are your dealings with 
Inspectional Services? Good, bad, 
indifferent, we’d like to hear about 
them. Send your stories to us in con-
fidence at heightsdemocracy@gmail.
com.

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rauten-
berg are writers, editors and longtime 
residents of Cleveland Heights. Contact 
them at heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.
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OpiNiON

12504 Cedar Road · Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 · 216-371-3600

  Short term rehabilitation unit with private suites, flat-screen televisions 
satellite cable and complimentary Wi-Fi

  Physical, occupational and speech therapies
  Resident-centered dining experience    Certified wound care nurse
  Full-time nurse practitioners    Serenity garden    Smoking facility

Our Family Caring for Yours

convergence-continuum presents:

For Tickets & Info:
www.convergence-continuum.org
or call 216-687-0074
LIMINIS THEATER | 2438 Scranton Rd. 
Cleveland OH 44113

March 31- April 22

Generations ago, humans retreated deep underground after an 
environmental disaster ruined the world above. Nature is now 
simulated through brain-implanted chips, and fertility is regulat-
ed to keep the surviving population in balance. Anna and Oliver 
want to have a baby, and their options are running out.

Tickets $18 - 23

AFTER 
THE
BLAST
by ZOE KAZAN

Susie Kaeser 

When the polio epidemic swept 
the nation in 1956, I was 9 years old. 
This disease left one of my friends 
partially paralyzed, and a family 
friend died from it. My mom kept 
my sisters and me out of public 
places; we spent the summer at 
home. Swimming at the beach was 
off limits, and she thought dimming 
the lights would help protect us.
 Then came the Salk vaccine. 
I remember standing in line in the 
cafeteria of my neighborhood el-
ementary school in Madison, Wis., 
waiting for the shot that would quell 
the spread of the deadly disease 
and liberate us from our confine-
ment. My sister said her best friend 
fainted awaiting her turn.
 What better place than a school 
to deliver essential medical care to a 
whole neighborhood? It made per-
fect sense then, and it makes sense 
now. When students are healthy, 
they can attend school, engage, and 
help the whole class stay on track. 
Health conditions that go untreated 
can have serious consequences for 
an individual or a whole classroom.
 Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights public-school students, 
their families, and school district 
staff are now eligible to receive 
health care in the newly opened 
Heights Wellness Center at Cleve-
land Heights High School. 
 Instead of standing in line in 
the cafeteria as I did, members of 
our school community can make 
an appointment with a physician 
and meet in individual examination 
rooms and private offices on the 
school’s ground level.
 I toured the Wellness Center 
after its Jan. 17 ribbon-cutting. 
The celebration attracted about 80 
community leaders, school district 
personnel and Dr. Airica Steed, 
CEO of MetroHealth, the medical 
partner for the project. 
 The renovation was funded 
with a $500,000 grant to the school 
district from the Ohio Department 
of Education, and MetroHealth 

Health and learning go together

THe COMMON 
gOOD

received a larger grant from the 
Ohio Department of Health to ex-
pand school-based health services in 
Cleveland and CH-UH. The program 
depends on people using it. The cost 
to the district is mostly for cleaning 
and some coordination.
 Dr. Vanessa Maier, a Heights High 
graduate and medical director for the 
project, and Dr. Marcus Germany 
will see patients at the high school on 
alternating Fridays. Alvernese Ford, a 
community health worker, will be in 
the center daily to meet with patients 
and facilitate what is called a “warm 
hand-off.” She will help patients navi-
gate the health care system. 
 If the pandemic has taught us 
anything, it is that students and faculty 
are not learning machines. They are hu-
man beings whose school engagement 
is connected to their emotional and 
physical well-being. It’s all part of one.
 Three years ago, Gov. Mike 
DeWine recommended funding wrap-
around services in public schools 
to remove barriers to learning. This 
recognition that many out-of-school 
needs can interfere with learning is 
crucial to equalizing the opportu-
nity to benefit from what happens in 
school. Funds for wrap-around services 
were included in the last state budget.
 The Wellness Center takes this 
idea one step further by making it 
easy for students and their families to 
access health services. Health dispari-
ties are unacceptable and undermine 
opportunity. This facility can cut into 
that disparity by reaching a significant 
number of people who hadn’t previ-
ously had easy access to fundamental 
health services. This inspired project is 
one piece of solving the equity puzzle.
 Our public schools belong to 
the community, and the community 
has much to offer our educators and 
children. The Wellness Center exem-
plifies what that can look like. It’s a 
powerful partnership that can inter-
rupt some of the negative forces that 
undermine our young people.
 To learn more about this pro-
gram, visit https://www.chuh.org/.

Susie Kaeser moved to Cleveland Heights 
in 1979. She is the former director of Reach-
ing Heights, and is active with the Heights 
Coalition for Public Education and the 
League of Women Voters. A community 
booster, she is the author of a book about 
local activism, Resisting Segregation.
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Now you can get the same great results even if you 
mow your own lawn
• High-analysis fertilizers
• Knowledge of area soils
• Locally owned and operated
• Reliable, careful and well-respected
• Also offering complete landscaping and

yard maintenance services

Sign up by 
March 31 for a 

valuable discount. 
Visit our website 

for details.

NeffLandscaping.com
(440) 449-3050

Announcing a New Service From

Neff Landscaping

Serving the Heights for over 40 years

Premium Lawn Fertilizing Programs

Our weekly mowing customers have some of the 
greenest lawns in the Heights

BBB A+ rating

Brennan outlines plan to move UH forward
Mike Cook 

At his fifth State of the City address, 
University Heights Mayor Michael 
Dylan Brennan reported the state 
of University Heights is strong. “And 
to remain strong,” he said, “we must 
keep moving forward. To do that, it 
depends on all of us.”
 In five years, said Brennan, resi-
dents, city employees, business own-
ers and educators have teamed up to 
accomplish much. “But we’ve only 
just begun,” he said. “We will not let 
University Heights fall behind.”
 In his one-hour address, the 
second-term mayor gave updates on 
future projects, while proposing new 
initiatives.
 DEI Officer: Brennan said rec-
ognizing and celebrating diversity is 
“something we need to be actively do-
ing every day, not just in February (for 
Black History Month), not just in June 
(for Pride Month and Juneteenth). 
Not merely ceremonially, but in the 
day-to-day operation of our city.
 “The time has come for the city 
of University Heights to create and 
fill the position of Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion Officer (DEI).”
 The DEI Officer would be 
charged with leading the institu-
tionalization of DEI principals in 
all city policies, decision-making and 
services, while also working across 
city departments to ensure a diverse 
workforce, and to facilitate training 
and ongoing conversations on equity 
and inclusion.
 New municipal facilities: 
Brennan discussed the need for new 
facilities for the Police, Fire, and 
Service departments, as well as an 
accessible and convenient City Hall 
and City Council chambers.
 “Our new facilities must also 
provide community space,” said the 
mayor. “We have seen with the reno-
vated University Heights Library 
the intense demand on the meeting 
rooms they built. And we have felt 
the loss of those rooms with the 
flood [the library] suffered last year.
 “As we assemble our land and 
before we design the space, we must 
acknowledge the limited available 
space in our community and for our 
community.”
 Brennan said he understands the 
need for community space, but there 
are additional needs: “We already 
hear the calls for meeting rooms. But 
what about a renovated pool with a 
splash pad? Or an indoor pool? Or 
workout facilities? What about a 
dog park? What about winter and 
year-round recreation? Perhaps an 
auditorium for speakers, music, 
theater and other events?”
 Brennan said his administration 
will actively seek input from the com-
munity regarding what is called for.
 Onward at John Carroll Uni-
versity (JCU): Brennan praised 
JCU’s launch of a new nursing school, 
the upcoming construction of a field-
house, as well as plans for redevelop-
ment at JCU’s South Gateway.
 JCU’s plan will bring to Fair-
mount Circle mixed-use develop-
ment, with student residences over 

Mayor Brennan delivered his state of the City address from the Donahue Auditorium on the JCU campus.

restaurants and retail, together with 
a parking garage. There will be new 
businesses coming to the Circle as 
part of this redevelopment, and the 
opportunity for current businesses 
to stay, as well.
 “Once this project is complete, 
it will have a ripple effect,” Brennan 
said. “Many students will live closer 
to campus; and, as they move into 
university housing, this will create 
opportunities to refurbish student 
rentals across University Heights, 
and potentially create room to re-
envision Warrensville Center Road.”
 University Square: Brennan 
reported that the framework is set 
for negotiating the rest of the deal 
at University Square so construction 
can begin on a mixed-use develop-
ment, including 206 market-rate 
apartments and new businesses.
 Brennan teased that one new 
business is already on the way.
 City finances: Brennan re-
ported the city’s financial position is 
sound: “Today, we have a carryover 
balance of $6.5 million and over $10 
million across all funds.”
 He noted that residents right-

fully expect a lot in return for their 
tax dollars: “You choose to live in 
a community like ours and pay the 
taxes you do, and so you expect a lot 
in return. It is incumbent upon city 
government to bring you not only 
good value, but full value.
 “As always, I will continue to 
advocate for doing better by you 

while responsibly utilizing our public 
resources.”
 Brennan’s complete address is 
available at on the city’s website, 
www.universityheights.com.

Mike Cook is the communications and 
civic engagement director for University 
Heights.
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SCOTT HAIGH
Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email:   ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Under Contract!  
14702 Superior Rd, Cleveland Hts. 

JAnUARy 17, 2023

mayor michael dylan Brennan was present, 
as were Council members michelle Weiss 
(vice mayor), Barbara Blankfeld, Justin 
Gould, Brian J. King, and Sheri Sax. Also 
present were Clerk of Council Kelly Thomas, 
Assistant Law director michael Cicero, and 
City Engineer Joseph Ciuni. not present were 
Council members Christopher Cooney and 
John P. Rach.

Public comments
John Pucella, assistant service director of Uni-
versity Heights, expressed his personal views 
on the recycling issue. He said that the city has 
neither the equipment nor the personnel to 
adopt council’s proposal, based on council’s 
interpretation of survey results, for backyard 
pickup of loose (instead of in the current blue 
bags) recyclables. Council member Sax, who 
chaired the meeting that resulted in council’s 
backyard pickup proposal, said that this is 
what the community wants.

Mayor’s report
mayor Brennan reported the deaths of Steven 
Ciuni, on Jan. 4, and Judge K.J. montgomery, 
on Jan. 17. Ciuni had been the city engineer, 
1973–1990. montgomery had served on 
the Shaker Heights municipal Court, which 
also serves University Heights, from 1991 
until August 2021. 

Council actions
Council approved the Planning Commission’s 
recommendations for John Carroll University’s 
new Athletic, Wellness and Event Center. Prior 
questions on safety requirements were resolved 
upon consultation with the University Heights 
police and fire departments. Changes made 
to the last site plan include sidewalk widening, 
access to a designated fire lane, and retention 
of the traffic signal on Belvoir Boulevard. 

Staff reports
The law department will be filing an eminent 
domain action this week for the property 
next to city hall. It is also pursuing a hous-
ing prosecution against the Cedar Taylor 
garage, which must be brought up to code 
within six months.

LWV Observer: Marilyn J. Singer.

FEBRUARy 6, 2023

The mayor and all council members were 
present, as were the clerk of council, law 
director, city engineer, and Finance director 
dennis Kennedy.

Lobbying firm 
Council authorized a contract with LnE 
Group, a lobbying firm, for an amount not 
to exceed $30,000. Lee Weingart, president 
of LnE Group, presented the firm’s business 
model and [explained] how it could help 
University Heights obtain federal funds for 
sewer infrastructure. The cost would be 
$10,000 to lobby Sen. Sherrod Brown and 
Rep. Shontel Brown, an additional $10,000 

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

if the proposed federal budget includes the 
funds desired, and another $10,000 if that 
budget is passed.
 A may 2020 study by the northeast 
Ohio Regional Sewer district indicates that 
needed upgrades for University Heights, to 
comply with Clean Water Act requirements, 
would cost $178 million. If all the money 
[were to come] from the city, each house-
hold would pay an additional $42,000. 
By seeking federal funding, the city will be 
demonstrating ongoing attempts to comply 
with its obligations. Two years ago, the 
administration unsuccessfully attempted to 
do this on its own, and is now seeking the 
assistance of a lobbying firm. 

Recycling
Sax presented a first reading of Loose Recy-
cling Services legislation, and read a lengthy 
analysis. After reviewing the results of the 
solid waste surveys, the Service and Utili-
ties Committee is making recommendations 
consistent with the will of city residents. The 
goal is to increase recycling while maintain-
ing side/back door service. The proposed 
ordinance calls for the current methods of 
solid waste collection to remain in place 
while the city transitions to loose recycling, 
that the administration increase the quality 
of recycling by requiring an opt-in program, 
and that the administration purchase 32-gal-
lon bins for residents who opt in.
 Council member King expressed 
opposition to the opt-in proposal. He 
questioned statistics showing that wheeled 
carts increase the amount of recycling per 
household by more than 100 pounds per 
year, asked about data [showing] that opt-in 
requirements are detrimental, and asked how 
pickup routes would be managed as some 
households opt in while others opt out.
 Sax was unable to address these 
[questions] directly, but indicated she looks 
forward to working with the administration 
and other council members on this.

Contracting procedures
Council approved a Contracting Procedures 
ordinance after amending it to exclude the 
city engineer. First discussed one year ago, 
the ordinance requires competitive bids for 
service contracts exceeding $50,000. City 
Engineer Ciuni said that this ordinance, as 
introduced, does not reflect his understand-
ing of the process that had been discussed. 
He [stated] that the proposed ordinance has 
pragmatic problems that change the way the 
city engineer can function and, if passed, he 
would resign. After further discussion, council 
amended the ordinance to exclude the city 
engineer’s contract. 

Staff reports
Finance director Kennedy said that the lob-
bying contract would require an amendment 
to the budget. 

LWV Observer: Marilyn Singer.

can have the greatest impact on the 
day-to-day lives of people and can 
be utilized effectively to improve 
a community and quality of life,” 
Pagsuyoin noted.
 Prior to joining FutureHeights, 
Pagsuyoin recently served as the 
Housing and Building Commis-
sioner for the Village of New-
burgh Heights. Her experience 
there reflects her strength as a 
collaborative leader who created 
a strong team that solved prob-
lems for constituents and worked 
strategically to strengthen the 
organization. Pagsuyoin is known 
for engaging residents, businesses, 
organizations, and public officials 
in advancing a shared goal of social 
justice and economic vibrancy for 
the community.  
 Pagsuyoin is an organizational 
development, public administra-
tion, community engagement, 
and education professional with 

diverse expertise in leadership 
roles within multi-faceted local 
government, civic and nonprofit 
organizations. She is skilled at 
conducting community outreach, 
base building, training, education, 
and leadership development, and 
has an excellent record of working 
alongside civic leaders and elected 
officials to facilitate public initia-
tives.
 Pagsuyoin earned a Master of 
Education from DePaul University 
in Chicago, and an undergraduate 
degree in communication from the 
University of Akron.
 She has lived in Lakewood for 
more than 20 years with her hus-
band and two children. Pagsuyoin 
is a lover of books, flea markets, 
the arts, hiking, travel, and, of 
course, her 4-year-old dog, Finn.

Julie Sabroff is the board president of 
FutureHeights.

APRIL 9TH 
Front Lawn – 6:30AM &  INSIDE – 8:30, 9:30 & 11AM

HOLY WEEK SERVICES BEGIN APRIL 2ND

WWW.COTSUMC.ORG
2537 LEE RD, CLEVELAND HEIGHTS

church of the saviour umc

Easter Sunday
Celebrations!

Pagsuyoin continued from page 1
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There are So Many Reasons 
to SAVE HORSESHOE LAKE

  1.  Horseshoe Lake is an 
irreplaceable asset. 
Once it is gone, it is 
gone forever. 

  2.  Horseshoe Lake makes 
our communities more 
vibrant.

  3.  Horseshoe Lake has 
been enjoyed by 
generations of families. 

  4.  It’s a nationally registered 
historic site.

  5.  It’s a vital habitat for 
wildlife and a key 
migrating point for birds.

  6.  Our communities have 
said clearly we want to 
save Horseshoe Lake. 

  7.  The Sewer District’s 
plan would permanently 
destroy Horseshoe Lake.

  8.  The Sewer District 
has not listened to 
residents or worked to 
compromise.

  9.  The Sewer District 
admits to having no plan 
to pay for their proposed 
park or maintenance and 
could cost millions.

10.  There is another option 
that would save the lake 
- The Horseshoe Lake 
Restoration Plan. It’s safe, 
controls stormwater, and 
costs the same as the 
Sewer District’s plan that 
destroys the lake.

SaveHorseshoeLake.com
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Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

216-533-2936

Leaf Clean-Up 
Gutter Cleaning 
Interior Painting
All Handyman Repairs 
Power Washing
Snow Plowing & Throwing
Driveway Sealing 
Masonry Work

932-9755 21
6

VEHbrothers.com     

40
Off the regular 
price of a heating 

Tune-Up!

Save

$

Generations of Hann 
Family Experience. 5

Heating | Cooling | Plumbing | Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems                          

Chris
Hann

Bill 
Hann

Bonded Insured 
OH LIC #24462                             

Offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or coupons. Mention Code CIRCUS 

when scheduling.Excludes all prior 
services / sales. Offer expires 4/30/23 

JAnUARy 17, 2023 - regular meeting

Present were mayor Kahlil Seren, Council 
President melody Joy Hart, Council Vice 
President Craig Cobb, and Council mem-
bers Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony 
mattox  Jr., and davida Russell. Also present 
were Clerk of Council Addie Balester and 
Law director William Hanna.

Mayor’s report
mayor Seren announced the hiring of Kelly 
Ledbetter as the new director of parks and 
recreation; he will start in February. 

Council actions
Council approved a resolution expressing 
concern about delays in United States Postal 
Service mail delivery.
 Council authorized an agreement 
with Friends of mendelsohn to contribute 
$45,000 to naylor Wellman, LLC for his-
toric preservation services related to placing 
Park Synagogue, 3300 mayfield Road, on 
the national Registry of Historic Places and 
for its designation as a national Landmark. 
 Council authorized the purchase of 
four pickup trucks with plows from Classic 
Ford of madison: three for the parks and 
recreation department and one for the 
public works department. Total cost is not 
to exceed $268,000.

Committee of the Whole
Experiences using the right of inquiry e-
mail process were discussed, with some 
suggestions for modification. Council also 
discussed the budget process and offered 
suggestions for next year. Because 27 
applications have been received for the 
charter review commission, the application 
deadline will not be extended.

LWV Observer: Jill Tatem.

JAnUARy 23, 2023 - special meeting

The mayor and all council members were 
present, as were the clerk of council and 
Finance director Andrew Unetic. 

Vehicles purchased
Council authorized, on first reading and on 
emergency, the purchase of six 2023 Chevy 
Bolt EVs from Vandevere Chevrolet for a 
price not to exceed $180,000. 

LWV Observer: Jill Tatem. 

FEBRUARy 2, 2023 - special meeting

All council members were present, as were 
the clerk of council and the law director. 
mayor Kahlil Seren was not present.

Council appointment
Council met to consider an appointment to 
the council seat vacated by Josie moore, 
who resigned in december. Only one can-
didate, Janine Boyd, was proposed. Council 
members Cobb, Hart, and mattox voted in 
favor of appointing Boyd. Council members 
Cuda, Larson, and Russell voted against. The 
motion failed. Unless council acts by Feb. 
4, mayor Seren will then have 10 days to 

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

make the appointment.

Council member comments
Cobb, Hart, and mattox described Boyd’s 
legislative experience, her understanding 
of municipal and state government, her 
knowledge of Cleveland Heights, and [her] 
other attributes. Hart noted that this council, 
with three members having three years of 
experience and four members only one 
year of experience, needs someone with 
collaborative experience.
 Larson explained her preference for 
appointing someone qualified, currently 
involved in the community, and from an 
under-represented community, e.g., LGBTQ, 
youth, and renters. Russell explained that, 
while she supported Boyd, she preferred 
other candidates that could represent the LG-
BTQ community. Cuda said he preferred that 
council make the appointment, and regretted 
that it was unable to achieve consensus on 
a compromise candidate. 

LWV Observer: Jill Tatem.

FEBRUARy 6, 2023 - regular meeting

Present were the mayor, all council members, 
the clerk of council and the law director.

Mayor’s report
mayor Seren noted that, as repairs to the north 
ice rink are not a permanent solution, a request 
for redesign and rebuild quotes will be issued. 
The city has made no decision about the south 
rink, and will solicit input from the community.
 Seren announced that the U.S. depart-
ment of Transportation has awarded Cleve-
land Heights a $200,000 Safe Streets and 
Roads for All grant, for the development of 
a comprehensive road safety plan. He of-
fered condolences to the families of Sophia 
Villanueva and david Eisler, who were killed 
by speeding cars on Lee Road.
 The mayor announced that his selection 
to fill the vacant council seat would come 
from the applicant pool.

Council actions
Council approved purchases of two 430 
Caterpillar backhoes, an F-350 Ford pickup 
truck, and a Freightliner 114Sd Plus Semi 
Tractor from Ohio CAT, Classic Ford of 
madison, and Valley Freightliner, for the 
public works department. 
 Council approved a fifth amendment to 
the Wade Trim Inc. agreement for engineer-
ing services related to the sanitary sewer 
overflow control project and the EPA partial 
consent agreement.

Committee of the Whole
Referencing council’s April 2022 retreat 
to develop a three-year vision for the city, 
council members discussed the need to set 
goals to achieve that vision. 
 Council will begin discussing applica-
tions for the Charter Review Commission 
during executive session on Feb. 13.

LWV Observer: Jill Tatem.
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 SUSAN DELANEY G R O U P  T H E  

 

 

ALLALL  
SOLD! 

UNIVERSITY 
HEIGHTS 

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS 

 A LWAY S  I N  LOV E  W I T H  T H E  H E I G H T S ! 

 

SUSAN DELANEY, ABR®,RRS,CNE®       
216~577~8700 
President’s Circle ~ “The Best of the Best” 
Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com 
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com  

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 

Saturday Demos at 11:00am:  11th Vegan Mac/Cheese, 25th Beet Croquettes
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2023 Crowdsourced Conversations start with March survey
Sarah Wolf 

FutureHeights is at the beginning 
phases of planning the 2023 edition of 
Crowdsourced Conversations, a discus-
sion-based forum series that premiered 
in 2022. It was created in response to 
feedback that residents wanted more 
connection and follow up after a com-
munity event. Organizers initiated this 
series to provide Heights residents and 
stakeholders with a space in which to 
have action-oriented discussions about 
communitywide topics.
 Participants and organizers alike en-
thusiastically agreed that Crowdsourced 
Conversations should continue in 2023, 
so FutureHeights asked for suggestions 
for topics.
 Nearly 50 ideas emerged, and a 
Heightswide survey narrowed it down 
to the top four: Perceptions vs. Reality 
of our Schools; Re-Thinking the Roads 
as Community Space, Not Just for Cars; 
Rental Properties and Absent/Negligent 
Landlords; and Planning and Develop-
ment in the Heights.
 While specifics about dates and loca-
tions are still to be determined, program 
organizers are looking to hold the first 
event, on the topic of Perception vs. Re-
ality of our Schools, at the end of April. 
The second event will be at the end of 
June, the third at the end of August, and 
the fourth at the end of October.
 The survey related to Perception 
vs. Reality of our Schools aims to launch 
March 1 and conclude March 31. All com-
munity members are encouraged to fill 
out the survey, including young people. 
More information about the survey can 
be found on the FutureHeights website, 
www.futureheights.org, and social media 
channels. 
 In 2022, FutureHeights partnered 

with Home Repair Resource Center, the 
Cleveland Heights Green Team, the City 
of Cleveland Heights Racial Justice Task 
Force, the Racial Inequity Repair Commit-
tee of Forest Hill Church, representatives 
of Cleveland Heights City Council, and 
more, to plan and produce each forum.
 Topics included sustainability, hous-
ing and neighborhood preservation, 
community safety, and civic engagement. 
Each had a pre-forum survey that was 
broadly circulated in Cleveland Heights 
and University Heights for approximately 
three weeks. Survey results, which re-
ceived 122–272 responses per topic, were 
then used to formulate questions for 
Crowdsourced Conversations small-
group discussions. Additionally, reports 
were created from each survey and can be 
accessed on the FutureHeights website.
 Events attracted 30–60 attendees; 
each opened with brief remarks, then 
participants spent the bulk of the pro-
gram engaged in action-oriented conver-
sations with their group members. Each 
group had a facilitator and a notetaker 
who provided the group’s notes and 
additional information at the event’s 
conclusion, so participants could refer 
back to ideas that emerged, and have 
the ability to stay in touch. 
 Any participant who attended 
multiple Crowdsourced Conversations 
events also reconnected with their 
group, continuing to get to know one 
another and community-build. Addi-
tionally, FutureHeights created resource 
pages following each event, highlighting 
the action steps identified by event par-
ticipants, information about the topic, 
survey results, and more.
 FutureHeights is pleased to be 
partnering with all of the same groups 
as last year, and welcomes Reaching 
Heights and Heights Libraries to the 

2023 Crowdsourced Conversations plan-
ning committee.
 Follow the FutureHeights Face-
book and Instagram pages for updates 
about event dates and locations, as well 
as each topic’s pre-event survey. Learn 

more about the program on the Future-
Heights website, or by sending an e-mail 
to swolf@futureheights.org.

Sarah Wolf is the community-building pro-
grams manager at FutureHeights.

An August 2022 Crowdsourced Conversation on community safety.
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liBrary continued from page 1

Planning Commission, Board of Archi-
tectural Review, and Board of Zoning 
Appeals on Jan. 19.
 The design is the result of input 
from both library staff and community 
members, gathered at six community 
events over the course of roughly a year, 
from March 2021 through October 2022.
 “Since our last renovation of the 
Noble branch, in 2011, the building has 
grown more and more crowded, bursting 
at the seams some days with people of 
all ages,” said Heights Libraries Direc-
tor Nancy Levin. “We realized the best 
way to serve our Noble Neighborhood 
residents was to expand the building, 
but we also knew we needed to listen 
to our community members and staff 
to see what they needed in an expanded 
building.”
 Noble Neighborhood Library’s ser-
vices have continued to expand to meet 
the needs of the significant refugee popu-
lation living nearby, and the increasing 
numbers of teens and children who spend 
time at the branch during after school 
hours. Computers in the adult, teen, and 
children’s areas are in constant use. 
 Doubling the size of the library 
will accommodate larger, and better 
separated, areas for children, teens, and 
adults. Outdoor spaces with seating will 
be added, as will public meeting rooms. 
The original, historic Walker & Weeks 
building will be left intact.

sag continued from page 4

 The final primary programmatic 
piece of the redevelopment puzzle was 
acknowledgement of the public realm. 
In today’s urban-planning lingo, we 
call it “transformative placemaking.” 
The objective is to create walkable, 
connected, vibrant, and inclusive 
communities. This sounds like the 
Cleveland Heights we are all working 
so hard to retain.
 We can accomplish this challeng-
ing transformation with the addition 
of pedestrian streets and intersections, 
public spaces, a 4-acre central park, lots 
of trees, a community plaza and food 
hall, public art, and a rich mixture of 
uses. The support of city government 
and residents with the civic will, cour-
age, and commitment can get it done. 

 During the library’s closure, limited 
services will continue to be provided in 
the neighborhood at two satellite loca-
tions: A small space at the BNH Build-
ing at 2940 Noble Road, open during 
limited hours, will contain public com-
puters, holds shelves, circulation and 
reference services, and a small collection 
of materials to check out; after-school 
programs will be offered at Disciples 
Christian Church, 3663 Mayfield Road, 
on a regular basis, beginning in April.
 The BNH building is a roughly 
10-minute walk or 2-minute drive from 
the Noble Branch. Disciples Christian 
Church is a roughly 18-minute walk or 
3-minute drive. Both locations are close 
to public transit stops on Mayfield Road.
 All Noble Neighborhood Library 
staff will remain employed by Heights 
Libraries, and those not working at 
satellite locations will work at other 
branches.
 Programs will continue to be 
listed online at heightslibrary.org, and in 
Heights Libraries’ Check Us Out publica-
tion.
 For detailed information about the 
renovation, including drawings of the 
building’s design and landscaping, visit 
heightslibrary.org.

Sheryl Banks is the communications man-
ager for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System.

 Today, looking back on the 
last half-century of Severance’s 
development, and looking ahead 
to the next half-century or more, 
we hope that we can work together 
in an open engagement process, to 
transform and re-establish Sever-
ance as a great asset in Cleveland 
Heights. 
 Sadly, 160 acres of our city has 
been asleep for decades—we think it’s 
about time to wake it up!

Paul Volpe is an architect, urban designer, 
and member of FutureHeights and SAG. 
Robert N. Brown is a city planner, a 
SAG member, and past president of the 
FutureHeights board. Both are residents of 
Cleveland Heights.
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Request a free tree for spring planting
Josie Moore 

Heights Tree People is beginning 
its fifth year as a volunteer orga-
nization, working to rebuild the 
tree canopy in Cleveland Heights 
and University Heights by planting 
trees in people’s front yards, free 
of charge.
 The group is currently ac-
cepting tree requests for spring 
planting of trees, which runs April 
through May.
 Requesting a tree now enables 
them to conduct a site visit prior to 
planting season, to find the right loca-
tion and tree for a specific front yard.
 Arborist and Heights Tree Peo-
ple founding member Laura Marks 
summed up the extensive benefits 
of trees, saying, simply, “People are 
happier and healthier when they 
live with trees. Trees civilize us. 
They clean our environment.”
 When trees are lost, so are 
their benefits. The Cuyahoga 
County Tree Canopy Assessment 
shows that Cleveland Heights 
lost 14 percent of its tree canopy 

The Heights Tree people take a break between plantings.

between 2013 and 2019, and Uni-
versity Heights lost 26 percent 
during the same time period.
 Heights Tree People wants 
to stop—and even reverse—this 
decline.
 The group believes if everyone 
does their part—whether that be 
planting a front-yard tree, requesting 
a tree-lawn tree from their city, or 
encouraging friends and neighbors 
to take advantage of these free re-
sources—the Heights will become a 
stronger, healthier, and more attrac-
tive community.
 If you would like to host a new 
tree, request a free front-yard tree 
from the Heights Tree People by 
visiting www.heightstreepeople.com, 
or sending an e-mail to heightstree-
people@gmail.com. To request a 
tree-lawn tree, call 216-601-3717 in 
Cleveland Heights, or 216-932-8531 
in University Heights.

Josie Moore is a Cleveland Heights res-
ident, mother, and wife. She believes in 
effecting change to address the climate 
crisis by working from the ground up.

Coventry PEACE tenants sign new leases

Sheryl Banks 

Almost a year to the date after their 
former leasing arrangement with 
Heights Libraries expired in Decem-
ber 2021, the tenants of the former 
Coventry School building have signed 
new leases to stay in the building, ef-
fective Jan. 1, 2023. The library owns 
the building and the adjacent Coven-
try PEACE Park.
 All of the tenants that were in 
the building at the end of 2021 will be 
staying for at least another 18 months, 
with an option to renew for an addi-
tional term: Lake Erie Ink, Reaching 
Heights, Artful, Grace Communion 
Church, Building Bridges, Coventry 
PEACE Inc., the Singers Club, the 
CH Teachers Union, and Future-
Heights.
 While Heights Libraries owns 
the former elementary school, prop-
erty management and leasing of the 
building is now handled by Cresco-
Playhouse Square Property Manage-
ment, which facilitates repairs, clean-
ing, and administrative tasks such as 
finding new tenants for vacant spaces 

and collecting rent.
 “We are so pleased to be mov-
ing forward,” said Heights Libraries 
Director Nancy Levin. “We hope to 
continue to partner with the tenants 
on free community programs like the 
Pekar Park Comics Fest and others, 
but are thrilled that we can now put 
more of our time and energy into 
improving the PEACE Park and play-
ground, which is an important asset 
for the Coventry neighborhood and 
the city.”
 Heights Libraries’ foundation, 
The Fund for the Future of Heights 
Libraries, has started fundraising to 
the replace the Coventry PEACE 
Park playground, which has reached 
the end of its useful life. Conceptual 
plans for the new playground pay 
homage to the current playground, 
while creating new, creative spaces. 
Details about the park and play-
ground renovation can be found on 
the library’s website, heightslibrary.org.

Sheryl Banks is the communications man-
ager for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System.

Put a stop to weeds 
and add color to your lawn this spring

When you think green…
think Kent’s Lawncare!

Heights-based  ● Minority owned
Professional Lawncare at an Affordable Price

216-780-0540 / kwise2000@yahoo.com

“My lawn is so thick and
green. You would not believe
it is the same lawn.” 

Ken G., actual customer

uH signage continued from page 1
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Studio, part of the team that devel-
oped the city’s logo and branding, 
approved by UH City Council in 
October 2018.
 Assuming there are no supply 
chain issues, Brennan said the signs 
will be fabricated and installed this 
year.
 In this phase of the sign pro-
gram, University Heights aims 
to better identify Cedar Center 
South, as well as the South Taylor 
and Cedar Road intersections, as 

being part of University Heights.
 In addition, the program will 
give University Heights a stronger 
presence coming from I-271, and as 
the home of John Carroll Univer-
sity.
 New signs for Purvis Park and 
City Hall will come in a future 
phase of the sign project.

Mike Cook is the communications and 
civic engagement director for Univer-
sity Heights.

March 2 forum introduces state legislators
Susie Kaeser 

The Heights Coalition for Public 
Education will host a forum on 
March 2, at Cleveland Heights High 
School, to welcome and introduce 
the newly elected state officials who 
represent the Heights.
 The public officials invited to 
attend are state Rep. Juanita Brent 
(District 22), state Rep.  Daniel Troy 
(District 23), state Sen. Kent Smith 
(District 23), and state Board of 
Education (BOE) member Thomas 
Jackson (District 10).
 Presentations will begin at 7:15 
p.m., in the Heights High cafeteria. 
The forum’s emphasis will be on pub-
lic education. Community members 
attending the event will have the 
opportunity to ask questions, as will 
the public officials.
 Prior to the forum, tours of 
Heights High’s new Heights Well-
ness Center will be conducted, 

6:30–7 p.m.
 Every decade, following the re-
lease of the U.S. Census, legislative 
districts are redrawn. Thus, can-
didates elected in November 2022 
represent newly defined districts. 
The boundaries of the state legisla-
tive and BOE districts that include 
Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights are new, as are the officials 
who now represent them.
 The event’s other sponsors 
include the CH-UH BOE, Rich-
mond Heights BOE, Reaching 
Heights, Cleveland Heights Teachers 
Union, League of Women Voters - 
Heights Chapter, and Northeast 
Ohio Friends of Public Education. 
 Cleveland Heights High School 
is located at 13263 Cedar Road. The 
main entrance is off the parking lot 
on the east side of the building.

Susie Kaeser is co-convenor of the Heights 
Coalition for Public Education.
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You’ll miss ‘em
when they’re gone
We’re great at removing trees—and even 
better at keeping them healthy & beautiful 

since 2001

Pruning 
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems
Disease Identification

Immunization 
Stump Grinding 
Tree Removal 
Yard Expansion & more ...

440-463-7379
RipleyTreeService.com

24/7 Emergency Services | Free Estimates | Full Residential Services

ISA Certified
Arborist

#OH-6536A

COMMUNITY NEWS

	 The	 40-inch	 by	 40-inch	 signs	
are	 available	 from	Temple	 Israel.	
To	get	a	sign,	send	a	check	for	$36,	
payable	to	Temple	Israel,	to	Temple	
Israel,	 432	 30th	 St.	NW,	Canton,	
Ohio,	44709.

Ari Klein and Ditte Wolin are long time 
Cleveland Heights residents and mem-
bers of Beth El - The Heights Synagogue.

Ari Klein and Ditte Wolin

Temple	Israel	in	Canton,	as	part	of	
its	 social	 justice	 initiative,	 devel-
oped	a	program	called	The	Silhou-
ette	Project,	designed	 to	promote	
awareness	of	gun	violence.	
	 It	 created	 a	 sign,	 with	move-
able	numbers,	to	display	the	ever-
increasing	number	of	gun	deaths	in	
the	U.S.
	 Beth	Wachter,	 a	 member	 of	
Beth	El	-	The	Heights	Synagogue,	
and	its	social	action	chair,	brought	
to	the	board	the	idea	of	displaying	
such	a	sign.
	 A	decision	was	made	to	partici-
pate	by	posting	a	sign	on	the	syna-
gogue’s	lawn,	at	Desota	and	Berkley	
roads,	to	help	bolster	awareness	of	
this	escalating	gun-death	crisis.
	 Beth	El	encourages	other	con-
gregations	or	individuals	to	consid-
er	displaying	the	sign	to	help	reach	
other	areas	within	our	community.	
	 New	tallies	are	sent	out	weekly,	
and	daily	gun-death	counts	can	also	
be	 obtained	 by	 scanning	 the	QR	
code	right	on	the	sign.	
	 It	 l inks	 to	 the	 nonpartisan	
Gun	Violence	Archive	(www.gun-
violencearchive.org),	which	collects	
data	 on	 the	 number	 of	 deaths,	
regardless	of	cause,	whether	from	
suicides,	mass	 shootings,	 officer-
involved	 shootings,	 or	 off icer	
deaths.

Synagogue’s sign promotes gun-violence awareness
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Gun-death statistics, as of Feb. 5, displayed at Beth El - The Heights Synagogue.
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• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

 www.ustonroof.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA

COMMUNITY NEWS

compete.	To	register	and	participate,	
each	team	must	raise	$500.	
	 To	 learn	how	 to	 set	 up	 a	 team	
and	raise	the	registration	fee,	go	to	
LEI’s	Give	Butter	page,	https://give-
butter.com/aeTGtH,	for	a	short	how-to	
video	guide	through	the	process.	The	
deadline	for	registering	is	March	11.
	 The	tournament,	which	began	as	a	
way	to	promote	literacy,	language,	and	
fun,	has	become	a	unique	community	
event	for	people	of	all	ages.	Also	mak-
ing	a	return	this	year	is	the	All	Things	
Banana	Haiku	Contest.	
	 The	 following	businesses	 have	

Randee Stroud

If	you	love	word	games,	you	will	love	
this	news:	After	 a	 four-year	hiatus,	
Lake	Erie	Ink	 (LEI)	 is	 inviting	you	
to	hone	your	wordplay	skills	and	join	
the	11th	Annual	Giant	Bananagrams	
tournament,	at	Cleveland	Heights	High	
School,	on	Saturday,	March	18,	1–4	p.m.	
	 Bananagrams	 is	 a	 game	 that	
encourages	 creative	 thinking,	 col-
laboration,	 and	 teamwork.	For	 the	
LEI	tournament,	the	stakes	are	am-
plified	with	a	30-foot	x	30-foot	board	
and	a	live	emcee.	Teams	of	five	will	

LEI to host fundraising tournament

made	donations	 for	 prizes,	 raffles,	
and	more:	Dobama	Theatre,	Made	
Cleveland,	Music	Box	Supper	Club,	
the	Goodtime	III,	Mac	Backs	Books,	
Talespinner	Theater,	and	others.	
	 All	proceeds	 from	this	 interac-
tive	community-building	event	will	
support	LEI’s	 programs	 for	 young	
people,	 including	LEI’s	 upcoming	
Summer	Ink.	For	more	information	
about	LEI’s	summer	programs,	go	to	
lakeerieink.org/register.

Randee Stroud is LEI’s marketing and 
communications manager.

LEI’s Bananagrams tournament features a giant game board. 
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yummy

fun

small plates

potent potables

2196 lee road
cleveland heights

216.932.9000 mojocle.com

O p e n  F o r  S u n d a y  B r u n c h

Holy Week at 

The Church of the Covenant
Palm/Passion Sunday worship with communion:

April 2, 10:00 am

Maundy Thursday worship with communion:
April 6, 7:30 pm

Good Friday worship: April 7, 12:00 pm 

Easter Sunday worship: April 9, 10:00 am  

11205 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44106
216.421.0482 • Covenantweb.org
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a.m.	to	4	p.m.	
	 Campers	 participate	 in	 two	
orchestra	rehearsals,	a	master	class	
and	sectional	rehearsal,	and	a	cham-
ber	group	rehearsal.	
	 They	develop	their	understand-
ing	of	music	theory	in	small	groups,	
and	explore	new	musical	interests,	
such	as	jazz,	percussion,	ukulele	or	
choir.	
	 Somehow,	there	is	also	time	in	
each	 day	 for	 lunch,	 outdoor	 play,	
and	arts	and	crafts.
	 The	camp	music	director	is	Dan	
Heim,	director	of	orchestras	for	the	
Heights	schools.	
	 A	 large	 team	of	music	profes-
sionals	provide	expert	instruction,	
including	 district	music	 teachers	
Tamar	 Gray,	 Kym	 Carter,	 and	

Krista Hawthorne

Registration	is	now	open	for	Reach-
ing	Heights’	Summer	Music	Camp,	
June	 12–17.	 This	 year’s	 camp	will	
be	held	at	Cleveland	Heights	High	
School.
	 It	 is	 open	 to	 85	 young	musi-
cians,	in	grades	six	through	eight,	
who	live	in	the	CH-UH	City	School	
District,	and	who	have	at	least	two	
years	of	experience	playing	an	 in-
strument.
	 The	 camp	 fee	 is	 $200,	 and	
scholarship	support	is	available.
	 The	one-week	camp	will	bring	
together	local	musicians	and	music	
educators	 to	 create	 a	 fun	music-
immersion	experience.
	 Each	 day,	 camp	 runs	 from	 9	

HEIGHTS KIDS

Register now for Reaching Heights summer music camp

Heights middle-school bassists rehearse on “Dress Like Your Section” Day at Reaching Heights‘ 
Summer Music Camp.

2747 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106

stpauls-church.org

We are a dynamic, diverse, 
and open community of 
people who seek to know 
God, serve, and love 
together.

Sunday Worship
7:45 a.m.  •  Holy Eucharist 

Spoken service  
(7:30 a.m. Easter Day only)

9 a.m.  •  Holy Eucharist 
Family-friendly service

11:15 a.m.  •  Holy Eucharist 
(livestreamed)

CH-UH district kindergartens 
announce March info nights

map,	 at	 www.chuh.org/Interactive-
BoundariesMap.aspx.
	 Each	information	night	will	run	
from	6	 to	 7	p.m.,	 on	 the	 following	
dates:
Boulevard	–	Tuesday,	March	14
Canterbury	–	Wednesday,	March	15
Fairfax	–	Thursday,	March	16
Gearity Professional Develop-
ment	–	Tuesday,	March	21
Noble	–	Thursday,	March	16
Oxford –	Thursday,	March	16
Roxboro	–	Wednesday,	March	15
	 The	CH-UH	school	district’s	
kindergartens	are	full-day,	tuition-
free	 programs.	 Areas	 of	 instruc-
tion	 include	music,	 art,	 Spanish,	
physica l	 education,	 and	 STEM	
(science,	technology,	engineering,	
and	math).
	 For	additional	information,	and	
to	enroll	in	a	district	school,	visit	the	
CH-UH	district’s	registration	page,	
at	www.chuh.org/RegistrationEnroll-
ment.

Cathan Cavanaugh is the supervisor 
of communications for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights City School 
District.

Cathan Cavanaugh

Beginning	March	 14,	 each	Cleve-
land	Heights-University	Heights	
City	 School	District	 elementary	
school	 will	 host	 a	 Kindergarten	
Information	Night	 for	 incoming	
and	prospective	families.	Attendees	
will	 have	 an	 opportunity	 to	meet	
school	principals	 and	 teachers,	 ask	
questions,	 and	 take	 tours	 of	 the	 
buildings.
	 To	 find	 the	 school	 that	 cor-
responds	 to	 your	 address,	 use	 the	
district’s	online	interactive	boundary	

Oxford Elementary School teacher Millie 
Litten.  
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NOW OPEN! 24619 Chagrin Blvd
Beachwood, OH
Phone: 216-364-1067
New gathering space for 
the community!
•Local rotating food trucks
•Local Beer
•Wine
•Speciality Cocktails
•Milkshakes

Daniel	Hershman-Rossi,	 former	
district	 instrumental	experts	Pam	
Adamson	and	Katie	Holaway,	and	
10	 additional	 instrument	 special-
ists.	
	 They	are	supported	by	Heights	
High	musicians	who	mentor	camp-
ers	 and	 bring	 enthusiasm	 and	 en-
ergy	to	each	jam-packed	day.
	 In	 one	 intensive	 week,	 the	
campers	 and	music	 educators	 af-
firm	every	person’s	ability	to	learn	
and	work	 together	 toward	 a	 chal-
lenging	common	goal.
	 At	 the	 end	 of	 the	 week,	 the	
campers	will	perform	in	a	chamber	
group	recital	on	Friday	afternoon,	
June	 16,	 and	 in	 the	 finale	 concert	
on	Saturday	morning,	June	17.	The	
public	 is	 invited	 to	 attend	 both	
performances.
	 This	is	a	popular	camp	that	fills	
quickly	 with	 returning	 campers.	
Families	 can	 sign	 up	 their	 young	
musicians	 online	 now,	 at	 www.
reachingheights.org.	 For	 paper	 ap-

plications,	 call	 Reaching	Heights	
at	 216-932-5110,	 or	 send	 an	 e-mail	
to	krista@reachingheights.org.

Krista Hawthorne is the executive 
director of Reaching Heights.

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

JANUARY 24, 2023 - work session
Board members present were President Bev-
erly Wright, Dan Heintz, Malia Lewis, and 
James Posch. Also present were Superin-
tendent Elizabeth Kirby and Treasurer Scott 
Gainer. Board Member Jodi Sourini was not 
present.

Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) update
District staff presented an update on the CTE 
program. The board expressed concern 
about the program, and whether it is meet-
ing expectations. They extensively discussed 
the state assessments of programs, student 
performance, student placement, and indus-
try credentials acquired. They had concerns 
about how the data, both from the state and 
in the school district, is presented, and how 
to generate greater student interest.

Funding sources for CTE
The CH-UH City School District is part of a 
CTE consortium with four other districts: Bed-
ford, Shaker Heights, Maple Heights, and 
Warrensville Heights.
 Treasurer Gainer reported on funding 
sources for CTE. The state sends funds for 
district students enrolled in CTE programs, 
and the district also receives funds for other 
consortium students enrolled in Heights pro-
grams. Only 25 percent of the funds can be 
used for salaries.

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.

FEBRUARY 7, 2023 – regular meeting
All board members were present, as were 
the superintendent and treasurer.

Public comments
Krissy Dietrich Gallagher announced the 
formation of the Heights Athletic Boosters, 
which will connect students across sports. 
They plan to raise funds to sponsor coaches 
and students, and intend to create sports-
specific user guides so that students and 
families will have information needed to 
make sports accessible to all students. 
 Gabe Crenshaw said she appreciated 
that equity is a stated goal for the district, but 
changes are needed to promote equity—
notably changing the name of Monticello 
Middle School because of the name’s link 
to slavery. She also objected to pictures of 
students in district publications not correctly 
presenting the racial balance of the schools.  

Recognitions and awards
Twenty-seven Heights students were winners 
in the Martin Luther King Essay contest. Their 
work will be displayed at the Cleveland 
Heights Community Center.
 Twenty-four students won awards at the 
Scholastic Art & Writing competition.
 Student Cadre members Dashara Turner 
and Taylor Evans reported sports team suc-
cesses, and noted that this is the girls’ wres-
tling team’s inaugural season.
 An Advanced Placement (AP) fair was 
held during lunch periods to encourage stu-
dents to enroll in AP classes.

 The Instrumental Music Department will 
celebrate 100 years at its centennial con-
cert.

African American History and 
LGBTQ+ Pride months
The board approved a resolution to recog-
nize February as African American History 
Month, and to focus on its significance to the 
district. The board also recognized June as 
LGBTQ+ Pride Month.

School Spotlight: Roxboro
The School Spotlight, a newly implemented 
way to recognize points of pride in each 
school, highlighted Roxboro’s guidance of-
fice. Guidance Counselor Lindsy Self pro-
vided her schedule and [discussed her] strat-
egies to work with students. She highlighted 
how using mindfulness assists students in 
managing their emotions. She said the big-
gest gamechanger is that she now has a 
new room for meeting with students. She has 
been able to see each student once a week.

ELA curriculum recommendations
Director of Curriculum and Instruction Chris-
tina Bauer presented the first reading of the 
recommended English Language Arts (ELA) 
curriculum for kindergarten through grade 
12. She presented the new ELA English rec-
ommendation and [explained] how it aligns 
with the district’s strategic plan. Program 
Specialist for Literacy Karen Heinsbergen 
presented the process that was used to re-
view and select the curriculum.

School funding and policy
Treasurer Gainer said it was important to 
watch the state’s biennial budget because it 
will focus on vouchers, and money that is left 
will go to the fair school funding plan.
 The Ohio Senate has referred to the 
Senate Education Committee the following 
Senate bills: SB 1 (renames the state depart-
ment of education and revises the duties of 
the state board of education), SB 11 (ex-
pands EdChoice private school vouchers), 
SB 14 (expands eligibility for U.S. military 
veterans to be employed as teachers with-
out licensure), and SB 17 (revises eligibility 
for SNAP, Medicaid, and unemployment). 
Senate Bill 1, first proposed in 2022, trans-
fers most of the state board of education’s 
oversight and control of education policy to 
the governor. Board President Wright com-
mented that these actions show that the pub-
lic school system is being attacked.

Announcements
The Heights Coalition for Public Education 
will host a forum on March 2 to encourage 
the community to get to know their elected 
state officials. 

LWV Observer: Rosemarie Fairman.

Documents for all board meetings can be 
accessed at www.chuh.org/BoardofEduca-
tion.aspx. Board meetings are livestreamed 
at www.youtube.com/CHUHSchools, and 
recorded for later viewing.
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performances	 by	 the	 Cleveland	
Shakespeare	Festival,	the	Pekar	Park	
Comic	Book	Fest,	Coventry	PEACE	
Campus	 Inc.’s	Chalk	Festival,	 and	
many	of	the	libraries’	outdoor	pro-
grams.

Kaela Sweeney

In	early	January,	around	30	PEACE	
Park	founders	and	friends	gathered	
to	hear	details	about,	and	give	feed-
back	on,	new	park	plans.	Coventry	
PEACE	Park	is	a	beloved	gathering	
place	 in	 Cleveland	Heights,	 and	
Heights	Libraries	 is	 committed	 to	
its	revitalization.	
	 For	the	past	10	years,	the	Fund	
for	the	Future	of	Heights	Libraries	
(FFHL)	has	raised	funds	to	support	
Heights	 Libraries’	 buildings	 and	
services.	FFHL	 is	 now	 focused	on	
raising	 funds	 to	make	 Coventry	
PEACE	Park	a	safe,	fun,	and	acces-
sible	 green	 space	 for	 people	 of	 all	
ages	and	abilities.		
	 “Now,	more	than	ever,	we	want	
to	 encourage	 community.	 The	
PEACE	 Park	 is	 a	 focal	 point	 of	
Coventry,	 where	 the	 community	
can	 gather	 and	 share	 in	 play	 and	
festivities,”	 said	 Jackie	Nachman,	
FFHL	president.	 “We	 are	 looking	
toward	 the	 future	of	 our	 libraries,	
and	 revitalizing	Coventry	PEACE	
Park	will	make	a	positive	impact	on	
the	Coventry	library	branch	and	the	
surrounding	community.”	
	 The	 original	 playground	was	
designed	by	landscape	architect	Jim	
McKnight	 with	 input	 from	 local	
children,	 and	 built	 by	 community	
volunteers,	led	by	parents	from	the	
former	Coventry	school.	Their	mis-
sion	was	to	“create	a	multi-purpose	
public	 park	 that	 would	 serve	 all	
the	 neighborhood’s	 children	 and	
families.”	On	a	rainy	day	in	October	
1993,	the	volunteer	group	built	the	
one-of-a-kind	playground.
	 Many	 involved	 in	 the	 original	
fundraising	and	construction	of	the	
park	describe	 it	 as	one	of	 the	best	
community-led	 efforts	 they	 have	
ever	been	a	part	of.	
	 Since	acquiring	the	park	in	2018,	
Heights	Libraries	replaced	benches,	
organized	 park	 cleanups,	 planted	
trees,	and	installed	new	dog	clean-up	
stations.	The	park	 remains	a	place	
for	 community	 events,	 including	
movie	nights	hosted	by	the	Coven-
try	Village	 Special	 Improvement	
District,	 Eco	 Fairs	 hosted	 by	 the	
Cleveland	Heights	Green	 Team,	

FFHL raises funds for PEACE Park updates

A preliminary aerial rendering of Coventry PEACE Park updates.

	 “The	mis-
sion,	 v ision,	
and	 values	 of	
the	 l ibra r y,	
w h i c h 	 s e e	
us	 fulf i l l ing	
commun it y	
a spi rat ions ,	
motivated	 us	
to	acquire	the	
PEACE	Park	
a s 	 a 	 w e l l -
loved 	 com-
munity	 asset	
for	 people	 of	
all	 ages,”	 said	
Nancy	Levin,	
Heights	 Li-
braries	 direc-
tor.	 “We	 are	
excited	to	up-
date	 the	park	

for	future	generations.”		
	 A	 full	 civic	 engagement	 pro-
cess,	 including	 surveys	 and	 public	
meetings	with	landscape	architects	
Drew	Sargeant	and	Jim	McKnight,	
revealed	that	the	community	wants	

the	 park	 to	 ref lect	 nature.	New	
features	will	 include	safety	and	ac-
cessibility	features	as	well	as	a	new	
shaded	walking	path,	 performance	
stage,	 playground,	 half-court	 bas-
ketball,	and	a	reading	garden.	More	
than	60	new	trees,	a	large	pollinator	
garden,	interpretive	signs,	and	rain-
water	biofiltration	will	be	 featured	
throughout	the	park.	As	of	February	
2023,	the	FFHL	is	over	halfway	to	its	
$1.2	million	goal	to	rebuild	the	park.	
	 Thirty	 years	 after	 the	original	
construction,	 the	 park	 remains	 a	
community	asset.	But	the	park	needs	
the	 support	 of	 the	 community	 to	
thrive.	The	 FFHL	 encourages	 all	
to	 get	 involved.	Contact	Heights	
Libraries	to	record	your	stories	for	its	
PEACE	Park	local	history	collection,	
or	 spread	 the	word	 about	 FFHL’s	
fundraising	efforts.	Additional	infor-
mation	is	available	online	at	https://
bit.ly/FFHLPeacePark.

Kaela Sweeney is the strategic projects 
manager for Cleveland Heights-Uni-
versity Heights Public Library System.
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  Judson Park  Cleveland Heights          Judson Manor  University Circle          South Franklin Circle  Chagrin Falls

At 90, Nina’s passion for arts and culture still thrives today. After decades of advocating for and  
celebrating Cleveland’s treasures, landmarks and communities, Nina is still winning lifetime  

achievement awards and experiencing the joys of her hometown as a Judson assisted living resident.

Bringing Assisted Living to Life.
Judson Assisted Living residents have the independence they like with as much or as little  

support as they need. Our highly trained, caring team can assist with daily activities, medications and  
housekeeping. Our three beautiful and inviting communities offer open gathering areas,  

art studios, libraries, pools, fitness centers, along with around-the-clock healthcare to support,  
engage and inspire the mind and body. 

(216) 350-0326   judsonsmartliving.org
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Need affordable Medicare 
that’s in step with your life?

This is an advertisement. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and 
product availability varies by state. 

Choosing the right Medicare coverage can 
be confusing.
I can help you find a plan 
that’s right for YOU  
and YOUR BUDGET.

Call today for personalized service!
(216) 375-5902

Kathy Carvin
Licensed Insurance Agent 

Kathy Carvin 
Licensed Insurance Agent

This is an advertisement. 

Not all agents are licensed 

to sell all products. Service 

and product availability 

varies by state.  

46275-HM-0920
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JANUARY 23, 2023

Board members present were President 
Max Gerboc, Vice President Vikas Tura-
khia, Secretary Annette Iwamoto, Patti 
Carlyle, Dana Fluellen, Tyler McTigue and 
Melissa Soto-Schwartz.

Financial report
Deborah Herrmann, fiscal officer, provid-
ed the board with a historical perspective 
of revenue and expenditures, comparing 
pre-pandemic with post-pandemic years. 
While expenditures have increased with 
a full complement of staff, post-pandemic, 
interest rates (4.58 percent) have been fa-
vorable for the library. Cash balance on 
hand at the end of December 2022 was 
$21,181,946.26.

Board actions
The board:
•  Adopted the 2023 planning calendar. 

Regular board meetings are held the 
third Monday of each month.

•  Accepted donations made in 2022 to 
the general and memorial funds.

•  Approved 2022 encumbrances, pur-
chase orders made before the end of 
the year.

•  Approved replacing a flat roof on the 
north side of the Noble Branch.

•  Approved additional pay for library 
managers who assumed interim roles, 
in addition to their regular job respon-
sibilities, while the adult services man-
ager position was vacant at the Lee 
Road Branch.

Planning and External Relations 
Committee report
The library is able to fund all of the No-
ble Branch expansion [costs] with its $10 
million construction fund. A recent zon-
ing meeting for the plans was successful. 
Groundbreaking is expected in May.
 Negotiations with the Coventry PEACE 
building occupants are nearly completed. 
The library has agreed to begin rental 
leases with Cresco property manager 
in January 2023 rather than December 
2022. Both sides have reached an agree-
ment on the amount of time for announc-
ing increases in operating expenses. With 
Cresco managing the property, making re-
pairs, and dealing with tenants, the library 
board members stated they will be able to 
return to their primary focus, the library. 

Personnel report
The part-time technology assistant posi-
tion was filled. Interviews are underway 
for two remaining positions in the Lee 
Road Branch’s adult services department. 
A continuing-education manager position 
was recently advertised, with a new fo-
cus on management of the HKIC (Heights 
Knowledge and Information Center) and 
development of public training and pro-
grams for all age groups. 

Director’s report
Heights Libraries has joined the MYCom 
Network in Cleveland to serve teens. 
MyCom works to [increase] youth access 
to caring adults and quality programs 
throughout the community, [in order] to 
provide skills needed [for young people] 
to become successful adults. The network 

provides grants for teen programs and pro-
fessional development opportunities for 
those who work with teens. Sam Lapides, 
youth services manager at Lee Road, is the 
point person for this partnership.
 Disciples of Christ Church has agreed 
to [host] children’s programming in its 
building on Mayfield Road while the No-
ble Neighborhood Library is under con-
struction.
 Fundraising for Coventry PEACE Park 
renovations is halfway to its $1.2 million 
goal. The Fund for the Future of Heights 
Libraries (FFHL) voted to engage Earth-
scape (Ontario, Canada) to refine the 
playground design and provide a quote 
for the equipment. 
 Noble library staff and Diana Hildeb-
rand from Bike Cleveland are collabo-
rating on a grant proposal to support an 
expanded youth bike safety and literacy 
program. 
 Planning is underway for the STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, arts, 
and mathematics) literacy experiences 
funded by the Libraries Accelerating 
Learning grant from the Ohio Department 
of Education. These will coincide with this 
year’s summer reading program.
 Heights Libraries is collaborating with 
Euclid Public Library and other libraries 
and organizations to increase [aware-
ness] of literacy resources and programs 
through the Smart Restart program funded 
by a Libraries Accelerating Learning grant.
 The HKIC staff is hosting Interplay 
Learning information sessions. The first 
round of customers who signed up for the 
software will receive access on Jan. 23.

Public Service report
Adult Services Associate Luke Neubecker 
created a Matchmaker Review Booklet, 
containing each Matchmaker’s favorite 
book reviews from 2022.
 The library executed 60 passport ap-
plications and 78 photos. Total income for 
processing passports for the month was 
$3,270.
 HKIC welcomed its first social robot to 
the library family. “Misty” is equipped with 
a unique set of physical and social skills, 
designed, according to producer Misty 
Robotics, for the purpose of “opening ac-
cess to social robots and taking down to-
day’s barriers.”
 Coventry Branch adult services staff 
member Ben Gulyas arranged with local 
journalist David Budin to offer a program 
on the history of the Coventry neighbor-
hood. Eighty-four people attended Budin’s 
presentation, and offered some of their 
own remembrances.
 Take-and-make kits continue to be ex-
tremely popular at the University Heights 
Branch. In December, 143 people took 
[one of] nine different kits, [intended] for a 
wide variety of ages.
 Circulation in 2022 was 1.5 million 
items. 

LWV Observers: Elizabeth Tracy and Ju-
dith Beeler.

Information about the board, board meet-
ing minutes and audio recordings of board 
meetings can be found at https://height-
slibrary.org/locations/heights-libraries-
board.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Public Library Board  
Meeting highlights

2026 Murray Hill Rd
Cleveland

boltandspool.com
Follow @boltandspool
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

and	 San	 Francisco	 Sourdough,	
with	 plans	 to	 reintroduce	 other	
varieties	over	the	coming	months.	
Her	 bread	 is	 on ly	 ava i lable	 at	
Stone	Oven’s	 Cleveland	Heights	
storefront.
	 T he 	 who l e s a l e 	 b u s i n e s s	
continues	to	supply	bread	to	area	
grocery	 stores	 under	 the	 name	
Stone	Oven	Wholesale	Bakery.
	 T he 	 s e cond 	 S tone 	 O ven	
café,	 at	 Eton	 shopping	 plaza	 in	
Woodmere,	was	 sold	 in	 late	 2019	
and	 continues	 to	 operate	 under	
separate	ownership.	Its	pastries	are	
supplied	by	the	Cleveland	Heights	
Stone	Oven,	 said	Rehn,	while	 its	
bread	 comes	 from	 the	 wholesale	
bakery.

C l e v e l a n d  He i g h t s  r e s i d e n t  B o b 
Rosenbaum is co-chair of the Heights 
Observer Advisory Committee, and is 
responsible for its advertising sales and 
market development.

Bob Rosenbaum 

When	the	Stone	Oven	Bakery	and	
Café	opened	in	1995	in	the	Cedar	
Lee	 Business	 Distr ict,	 owners	
Tatyana	Rehn	and	John	Emerman	
had	 already	 been	 baking	 bread	
for	distribution	to	area	stores	and	
restaurants	for	two	years.
	 As	they	continued	to	add	new	
wholesale	customers,	that	part	of	
the	business	eventually	required	a	
larger	 production	 facility,	 which	
they	located	on	East	36th	Street	in	
Cleveland.	Rehn	ran	the	wholesale	
operation,	while	Emerman	looked	
after	the	retail	business.
	 Now,	though,	Rehn	is	back	to	
baking	bread	in	small	hand-made	
batches,	 exclusively	 for	 Stone	
Oven’s	Lee	Road	café.
	 In	an	effort	to	create	a	simpler	
and	 more	 satisf y ing	 business ,	
Emerman	 and	 Rehn	 sold	 the	
wholesale	bakery	in	a	transaction	
that	 closed	 on	 Jan.	 1,	 2019.	 The	
deal	 included	 a	 commitment	 to	
continue	 buying	 bread	 from	 the	
wholesale	 bakery	 for	 their	 retail	
locations.	That	agreement	expired	
at	the	end	of	2022.
	 “We	really	wanted	to	get	back	
to	 our	 roots—making	 bread	 in	
small	 batches	 right	 here	 on	 Lee	
Road,”	Rehn	said.	“The	quality	is	
far	superior	to	what	we	were	doing	
in	 huge	 batches.	 And	 wa lking	
through	 the	 dining	 room	with	 a	
tray	of	fresh	bread	taken	straight	
from	 the	 oven	 gives	me	 so	much	
joy!	And	the	customers	are	really	
thrilled,	too!”
	 Rehn	said	the	wholesale	bakery	
was	producing	2,200	loaves	a	night	
at	the	time	of	the	sale.	Now,	she’s	
baking	about	100	loaves.
	 “ I 	 b e c a m e 	 s o m e w h a t	
disconnected	 from	 the	 process	
and	more	involved	in	dealing	with	
customers,	 and	 just	 managing	
employees , 	 etc.,” 	 she	 sa id . 	 “I	
missed	 getting	my	 hands	 in	 the	
dough	and	the	feeling	that	you	get	
when	you	pull	a	beautiful	loaf	out	
of	the	oven.”
	 Current ly, 	 Rehn	 is	 baking	
Mi l ler ’s 	 Mult ig ra in, 	 Sici l iano	

Stone Oven returns to its bread-baking roots

Tatyana Rehn is baking her Stone Oven bread in small batches again.
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             It’s Your Home. 
                        Design It. 

3451 Fairmount Blvd.      Cleveland Heights, OH  44118       216-303-9862 
  www.eastwoodfurniture.com              facebook.com/EastwoodFurniture 

We also build custom wall units & kitchen cabinets 
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HEIGHTS ARTS

A	 fourth	 poem,	 “Visit	 to	 Bellau	
Wood,”	was	written	after	a	visit	to	
the	American	Cemetery	at	Bellau,	
France.
	 At 	 t he 	 p r em ie r 	 o f 	 F r o m 
Darkness to Light,	Baldwin	stated,	
“Remembering	 is	 the	 pr ice	 of	
su r v iv ing. 	 . 	 . 	 . 	 Da rkness 	 can	
represent 	 d i sa ster, 	 ca l am it y,	
adversity,	time	out	of	joint.	There	
are	corporate	or	national	disasters	
and	 there	 are	personal	 disasters:	
a	friend	and	loved	one	diagnosed	
with	 cancer,	 terrorist	 bombings,	
mass	 shootings,	 accidents,	 and	
disease.	 All	 can	 be	 seen	 as	 the	
darkness	when	adversity	falls	upon	
us.	But	we	also	have	the	promise	
of	 l ight	 that	 can	 overcome	 the	
darkness;	the	dawn	finally	comes	
and	leads	to	a	new	day.”
 Remembrance and Hope honors	
the	sacrifices	of	veterans	who	have	
served	 in	 times	 of	 war,	 focusing	
on	 the	 need	 for	 all	 human	 souls	
to	find	hope	when	faced	with	the	
darkest	of	situations.	
	 Part	 of	 this	 artistic	 project	
includes	collaborations	with	local	
veterans	[who	are	invited	to	share]	
their	 own	 poetry,	 which	 will	 be	
featured	in	the	keepsake	program	
book.
	 Reservations	are	recommended	
for	this	free	concert	(donations	are	
encouraged).	Reservations	can	be	
made	online	at	case.edu/maltzcenter,	
or	by	phone	at	216-368-6062.	The	
Maltz	Performing	Arts	Center	at	
CWRU	 is	 at	 1855	Ansel	Road	 in	
Cleveland’s	University	Circle.

David Gilson is the artistic director 
of the Western Reserve Chorale and 
director of music at Church of the 
Saviour UMC. He will direct the 
two choruses in the March 12 concert.

David Gilson

Western	 Reser ve	 Chora le	 and	
Chor a l 	 A r t s 	 C le ve l a nd 	 w i l l	
perform	together	 in	a	concert	at	
Maltz	Performing	Arts	Center	at	
Case	Western	Reserve	University	
(CWRU)	on	Sunday,	March	12.
	 The	 two	 choruses	 wil l	 join	
professional	orchestral	musicians	
and	 soloists 	 Amanda	 Powel l ,	
Joanne	Uniatowski,	Brian	Skoog	
a nd 	 Br i a n 	 Keith 	 Johnson	 to	
present	 Remembrance and Hope,	
a 	 concer t 	 featur ing	 two	 ver y	
d i f f e rent 	 approaches 	 to 	 t he	
Requiem	mass.		
	 Fi r st , 	 the 	 ensembles 	 w i l l	
present	Michael	Haydn’s	Requiem 
in C Minor.	Though	written	under	
time	constraints	and	duress,	it	is	a	
work	of	lyricism,	depth	and	beauty.	
Leopold	Mozart	and	his	15-year-
old	son,	Wolfgang,	newly	returned	
from	Italy,	played	in	the	orchestra	
at	the	funeral	performance.	Young	
Mozart,	 with	 his	 photographic	
memory,	 later	 used	 themes	 from	
this	 work	 in	 some	 of	 his	 own.	
(You	 may	 recognize	 the	 direct	
inf luence	 Michael	 Haydn	 had	
on	Mozart’s	 Solemn Vespers	 and	 
Requiem.)
	 The	Haydn	 Requiem	 wil l	 be	
followed	by	Jonathan	Willcocks’s	
From Darkness to Light,	 a	 major	
work	that	presents	settings	of	the	
Requiem	Mass	alongside	settings	
of	the	poetry	of	Ryland	Baldwin	
written	during	 the	height	of	 the	
Korean	War.	 Baldwin	 was	 with	
the	First	Marine	Division	in	1950	
and	was	involved	in	the	Battle	of	
the	Chosin	Reservoir.	The	poetry	
that	 came	 from	 that	 experience	
is	 gr ipping,	 with	 three	 of	 the	
poems	 featured	 wr it ten	 f rom	
his	 recollections	 of	 that	 battle.	

Two choruses join voices 
in free March 12 concert

T i c k e t s  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n :
2 1 6 . 2 9 1 . 2 7 7 7    C l e v e l a n d C h a m b e r M u s i c . o r g

B e n n e w i t z  Q u a r t e t
M a r c h 1 4  |  7 : 3 0  p m

Plymouth Church, Shaker Heights

A n t h o n y  M c G i l l ,  c l a r i ne t  
E l e n a  P e r r o n i ,  sop rano

M y r a  H u a n g ,  p iano
M a r c h  2 8  |  7 : 3 0  p m

Disciples Christian Church, Cleveland Heights

SCHUBERT, STILL 
and the midwest premiere of James Lee III's 

CHAVAH'S DAUGHTERS SPEAK
 

HAYDN, KRÁSA, SCHULHOFF

MARCH CONCERTS
U S E  C O D E  C C M S 1 5  T O  S A V E

1 5 %  O N  T I C K E T  P U R C H A S E S  O F
$ 4 0 +

of	 North	 Korea ; 	 “Sevens,”	 by	
Pittsburgh	 native	 Samuel	Hazo,	
descr ibed 	 a s 	 a 	 j a zz - f l a vored	 
barn	burner;	 “Americans	We,”	by	
Ohio	 native	Henry	 Fillmore;	 an	
adagio,	 “O	Magnum	Mysterium,”	
by	Morten	Lauridsen;	and	more.
	 The	 Dolan	 Science	 center	
is	 the	 closest	 JCU	 bui lding	 to	
Fairmount	Circle.	Concert	seating	
wil l	 be	 avai lable	 both	 upstairs	
and	downstairs,	 and	 there	 is	 free	
parking.

Edward Siess is president and business 
manager of the University Heights 
Symphonic Band.

Edward Seiss

The	University	Heights	Symphonic	
Band	will	 return	 to	 John	Carroll	
University’s	( JCU)	Dolan	Science	
Center	Atrium	on	Sunday,	March	
26,	3:30	p.m.,	to	perform	its	annual,	
free,	spring	concert.
	 The	 program	 wil l	 comprise	
20th-	 and	 21st-century	 concert	
band	music,	 directed	 by	Devlin	
Pope,	music	director.
	 Selections	 will	 include	 “The	
Hounds	 of	 Spr ing,”	 by	 A lfred	
Reed,	 celebrating	 young	 love	 in	
springtime;	 “Inchon,”	 by	Robert	
W.	Smith,	about	the	U.N.	invasion	

UH Symphonic Band performs 
free concert March 26 at JCU

Vote for Best of Heights | Ballot on page 5
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David Budin

I’m	writing	this	a	few	days	before	
the	 2023	 Super	 Bowl.	 But	 this	
isn’t	 about	 the	 Super	 Bowl.	 I	
only	mentioned	it	because	of	the	
Kelce	brothers,	Jason	and	Travis.	
Though	 this	 isn’t	 really	 about	
them,	either.	This	is	really	about	
the	 perception	 of	 Cleveland	
Heights	and	University	Heights,	
expressed	by	people	who	moved	
away	years	ago.
 I’m	 a	 member	 of	 at	 least	
three	Cleveland	Heights-related	
Facebook	 groups,	 one	 dealing	
w ith	 the	 past, 	 one	 w ith	 the	
present,	and	one	about	Heights	
High.	During	this	run-up	to	the	
Super	 Bowl,	 I’ve	 seen	 quite	 a	
few	comments,	 in	 those	groups	
a nd 	 on 	 i nd i v idua l 	 people ’s	
pages,	wondering	why	Cleveland	
Heights,	 in	 general,	 is	making	
such	a	big	deal	about	a	football	
game,	 and	making	 it	 clear	 that	
they	don’t	think	it’s	worth	that	
much	of	our	attention.
 I’m	not	a	football	fan	and	I	
don’t	follow	the	sport	(though	I	
used	to	go	to	Heights	High	games	
when	 my	 kids	 were	 students	
there).	 But	 I	 have	 followed	 the	
Kelces’	 careers.	 My	 daughter	
was	 in	 Jason’s	 class	 at	Heights	
(and	at	Roxboro	Middle	School).	
And	Travis	came	along	two	years	
after	 Jason,	 so	 there	 was	 some	
overlap.
 They	were	both	outstanding	
players	in	high	school	and	I	was	
interested	 to	 see	 where	 they	
would	go.	Where	they	went	was	
to	the	NFL,	which	is	not	easy	to	
accomplish.	 Jason	 plays	 for	 the	
Philadelphia	 Eagles	 and	Travis	
for	the	Kansas	City	Chiefs,	who	
are	 the	 opposing	 teams	 in	 this	
year’s	 Super	 Bowl—the	 biggest	
sports	 event	 in	 this	 countr y	
(even,	 somehow,	without	me	 as	
a	 fan).	 And	 not	 only	 are	 they	
playing	in	the	NFL,	but	they’re	
among	the	best	at	their	positions.	
And	now,	with	this	game,	they’re	
making	 history,	 as	 this	 is	 the	
first	time	that	two	brothers	have	
played	against	each	other	in	the	
big	game.	But,	proud	as	I	am	of	
Jason	and	Travis,	that’s	not	what	
really	matters	most	to	me	about	
them.
 I’ve	 responded	 to	 severa l	
of	 these	 Facebook	 cynics	 and	
compla iners—l ike 	 one	 who	
asked	 if	 the	 Kelces	 playing	 in	
the	 Super	 Bowl	 was	 the	 only	
good	thing	to	have	happened	to	
Cleveland	Heights	 in	 (however	
many	years	he’s	been	gone)	years;	
and	two	or	three	who	had	some	

negative	 feelings	 about	Heights	
High	lighting	up	the	front	of	the	
school	with	the	team	colors	of	the	
Eagles	and	the	Chiefs;	and	others	
who	think	we’re	giving	the	Super	
Bowl	 too	much	 importance—by	
saying	 that	 it ’s	 not	 about	 the	
football	game.
 It’s	 about	 the	 fact	 that	 the	
Kelces	are	both	so	loyal	to	their	
hometown	 and	 thei r 	 school .	
And	 that	 they	 passionately	 and	
emotionally	always	give	credit,	in	
national	media,	to	the	city	and	the	
school	for	their	success.	And	that	
they	come	back,	when	 they	can,	
to	visit	Heights	High	and	interact	
with	 students.	 And	 that	 their	
foundations	 have	 given	 money	
to	 school	 programs.	 People	 are	
usually	 surprised	 to	 learn	 about	
all	of	that.
	 Former	 residents,	 in	 these	
Facebook	groups,	also	often	talk	
about	 the	ways	 they	 believe	 the	
city	has	changed,	for	the	worse—

Travis (class of 2008) and Jason Kelce (2006) after their 2018 Heights High Hall of Fame inductions.
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Missed perceptions

We now offer virtual 
reality skilled-trades 
job training at our 
Heights Knowledge 
and Innovation Center 
(HKIC). Interplay 
Learning’s Skill Mill 
on-demand training 
platform includes 
expert-led videos, 
3D simulations, 
assessments, and 
industry certifications 
in high-demand trades. 

For more information, visit or call the  
HKIC Desk at (216) 932-3600 ext. 1221 or 
email us at techexpert@heightslibrary.org.

Interplay  Interplay  
     Learning     Learning

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/InterPlay-at-CHUH

even	 though	 they	 haven’t	 really	
been	 back	 here.	 They’ve	 “heard”	
th ings.	 For	 instance,	 cr ime	 is	
often	 a	 topic.	 I	 try	 to	 point	 out	
that,	 f irst,	 there	 was,	 actual ly,	
crime	in	Cleveland	Heights	when	
I	 was	 growing	 up	 here	 in	 the	
1950s	 and	 ’60s.	 And,	 in	 fact,	 the	
cit y 	 pract ica l ly 	 began	 w ith	 a	

sensational	 murder,	 in	 the	 early	
1900s,	possibly	committed	by	one	
of	the	city’s	founding	fathers	(the	
case	was	never	solved).	So,	crime	is	
not	new	here.	And,	second,	crime	
rates	have	risen	everywhere.
 People	who	have	left	the	area	
also	talk	about	how	bad	they	think	

continued on page 23
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we	 introduce	 our	 audience	 to	 the	
incredible	talent	of	local	ensembles	
not	previously	featured.	Of	course,	
all	 of	 these	 performances	will	 be	
heard	 up	 close	 and	 personal—in	
the	beautiful,	intimate	settings	so	
generously	provided	by	loyal	home-
owners	and	venues.”
	 Composers	 featured	 are:	 Feb.	
26	 -	 Caroline	 Shaw,	Haydn,	 and	
Mendelssohn;	March	26	-	Mozart,	
Strav insky,	 and	 Britten;	 Apri l	
30	 -	 Bartok	 and	 Brahms;	May	 21	
-	 Beethoven,	 Shostakovich,	 and	
Sibeliu;	and	June	25	-	modern	takes	
on	Italian	folk	music.
	 A	Close	Encounters	 five-con-
cert	 subscription	 is	 $255/Heights	
Arts	 members	 $215.	 Individual	
concerts	 are	 $60/Heights	 Arts	
members	$51.
	 Close	Encounters	performances	
sell	out,	so	order	early	for	guaran-
teed	 seats.	 For	more	 information,	
visit	https://www.heightsarts.org/. 

Stephan Haluska is a harpist, composer, 
and improviser active in new and exper-
imental music in Cleveland. He brings 
his passion for music curation and arts 
management to the Heights Arts team.

Stephan Haluska

Heights	Arts	announces	the	return	
of	 its	Close	 Encounters	 chamber	
music	series	with	five	concerts:	the	
first	was	 Feb.	 26,	 the	 subsequent	
concerts	will	take	place	on	March	
26,	April	30,	May	21,	and	June	25.	
Each	of	the	Sunday	afternoon	con-
certs	begin	at	3	p.m.
	 This	 popular	 series	 is	 known	
for	 its	 world-class	 performances,	
featuring	 Cleveland	 Orchestra	
musicians	 and	 locally	 acclaimed	
ensembles	 performing	 in	 unique	
settings	 that	 create	 intimacy	 be-
tween	the	audience	and	musicians.	
	 Heights	Arts	Executive	Direc-
tor	Rachel	Bernstein	commented,	
“After	a	hiatus	due	to	the	pandemic,	
I	 am	 excited	 to	 present	 our	 16th	
Close	Encounters	season	featuring	
four	performances	with	outstand-
ing	musicians	 from	the	Cleveland	
Orchestra,	 and	 an	 additional	per-
formance	 by	 the	 cr itica l ly	 ac-
claimed	Alla	Boara	ensemble.	The	
series,	planned	with	our	new	artis-
tic	director	Dane	Johansen	and	our	
talented	music	community	team,	is	
sure	to	deliver	both	the	excellence	
we	 have	 shared	 from	 prior	 series	
performances,	 and	 a	new	 twist	 as	

Heights Arts presents 2023 
Close Encounters series

A 2019 Close Encounters performance at the Herrick Mews Carriage House.
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Cheesemaking classes
Wine and cheese Happy Hour

Ma r c h a n t  Mano r  Ma r c h a n t  Mano r  C h e e s eC h e e s e

Kindle connection with
the gift of laughter!

Funny Times is a Cleveland Heights based periodical 
with over 100 cartoons per issue.  

$28 for a whole year of humor, politics, and fun.  
Call 216.371.8600 or go to FUNNYTIMES.COM

CARTOON BY CARLA VENTRESCA  |  REPRINTED FROM FUNNY TIMES

Scan here!



Heights Observer March 1, 2023     www.heightsobserver.org23

CC Restoration
Door & window restoration
Refinishing (woodwork, trim, etc.)
Painting & staining
Restoration consultation
More - just ask!

refinishNEO@gmail.com

(216) 307-1955

@ccrestorationltd

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month

Shop  
Local

Vote for 
Best of 
Heights
Ballot on page 5

HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor  
of the  

Lee Road Branch 

Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books,     
DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale     

Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!    
www.friendsheightslibraries.org 

All proceeds  
support the library 

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC. 
For all your electrical needs 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

(440) 840-8941 
Ask for Steve               License #48370 

“Reliable electrical service and repair”  

CLASSIFIEDS

 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round 
Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal 

Feeding • Oak Wilt Treatment 

(216) 486-5551 
We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

Member:  
National Arborist Assn. • TCIA • ISA 

 Free Estimates Fully Insured 

www.heightsobserver.org  Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Iyengar Yoga
Transforming Body, Breath and Mind

Online and In-Studio Classes

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

7 Days 9 a.m.– 8 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS 

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

 Gold / Sterling Silver 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Bronze Figures
 Men’s Wristwatches 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures

SONGS & STORIES continued from page 21

target	of	complainers—how	it	has	
changed	for	the	worse;	how	it’s	not	
cool,	like	it	used	to	be.	I	point	out	
that	 I’ve	 been	 around	 Coventry	
since	the	’50s	and	I’ve	heard	people	
say	 those	 same	 things	 every	 few	
years,	 over	 and	 over—and	 yes,	 it	
changes,	 but	 it	 just	 keeps	 rolling	
along.
 I	 st i l l 	 go	 there, 	 I 	 see	 the	
changes,	but	it	still	feels	the	same	
to	 me.	 As	 does	 the	 whole	 city,	
changes	and	all.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the 
former editor of Cleveland Magazine 
and Northern Ohio Live, an author, 
and a  profes s ional  music ian and 
comedian. His writing focuses on the 
arts and, especially, pop-music history.

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month

the	 schools	must	 be.	 Some	 have	
been	 saying	 this	 (coincidentally,	
I 	 g uess 	 . 	 . 	 . ) 	 s ince	 the	 Black	
population	 of	 Cleveland	Heights	
and	 University	 Heights	 started	
growing,	in	the	’70s.	Even	some	of	
my	old	school	mates	say	things	to	
me	like,	“So,	Heights	schools	have	
really	 changed,	 right?”	Which	 is	
code	 for,	 “There	 are	 now	 Black	
kids	in	the	system.”	They	want	me	
to	confirm	for	them	how	this	has	
destroyed	the	schools.	I	always	call	
them	on	it	and	they	(almost)	always	
backpedal	 and	 claim	 that	 wasn’t	
what	 they	 meant.	 But	 it	 was—
because	nothing	else	has	changed.	
My	kids	went	through	the	Heights	
schools	and	now	my	grandchildren	
are	there,	and	they’ve	all	thrived.
 Coventry	 Village	 is	 another	
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No need to wait a month for more community news. 

get the 

Heights Observer  

e-news in your inbox every Tuesday.
 

sign up for free at  
bit.ly/Ho-enews

(No spam; you can unsubscribe with  
a single click at any time) 
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