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Freeman is first poet laureate for all the Heights
Tom Masaveg 

Heights Arts is proud to announce the 
appointment of Siaara Freeman as the 
eleventh poet laureate of Cleveland 
Heights—and now, also, University 
Heights.
 The new laureate’s two-year term 
and official duties will begin in April—
National Poetry Month. 
 Freeman joins a long line of past 
Cleveland Heights poets laureate, 
the most recent of whom was 2022 
Academy of American Poets Fellow 
Ray McNiece.
 “I am incredibly honored to be 
chosen to continue in a legacy carved 
by such brilliant and generous poets,” 
said Freeman. “It is a privilege to sit 
amongst personal heroes and close 
friends who embraced the opportu-
nity to serve the community.”
 With  Freeman’s  appo int-
ment comes a new partnership be-
tween Heights Arts and Univer-
sity Heights—an evolution that will 

change the title from Cleveland 
Heights Poet Laureate to Heights 
Poet Laureate.
 Said Heights Arts Executive 
Director Rachel Bernstein, “The 

Heights Poet Laureate program is the 
longest-running laureateship in the 
state and has been conferred through 
Heights Arts since its inception. Not 

Siaara Freeman is the newly appointed Heights Poet Laureate.

continued on page 2

Join forces with FutureHeights 
at its May 4 open house event

HCC ends its work

Jessica Schantz 

In a March 1 letter, Rev. Eric Dillen-
beck, executive director of Heights 
Community Congress (HCC), an-
nounced that the nonprofit organiza-
tion had closed its doors, effective Feb. 
28. The letter stated:
 After 50 years of committed ser-
vice to the Heights Community and 
[N]ortheast Ohio the Board of the 
Heights Community Congress (HCC) 
made the difficult decision to close its 
doors, effective February 28, 2023.  
 In 1972 HCC was formed to carry 
forward the work first started by the 
women who conducted the St. Ann 
Audit. For 50 years HCC worked to 
create a more just and diverse commu-
nity that is committed to fair housing 
for all people. During our early years 
we helped pioneer efforts to uphold 
the values set forth in the Fair Hous-
ing Act of 1968. We trained and sent 
Fair Housing Monitors out into the 
community to test the practices of 
local real estate agents and landlords. 
When issues were discovered, HCC 
attempted to engage with the involved 
parties to provide education about the 
offending issues; when attempts at 
conciliation were not successful then 
HCC would file official complaints 
with HUD to help ensure that unfair 

continued on page 23

Student art show returns to library
Sheryl Banks 

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District’s Cre-
ative Heights Art Show has returned 
to Heights Libraries Lee Road branch. 
The show will run through April 15.
 The exhibition of student art 
features hundreds of pieces, created 
by students in kindergarten through 
grade 12, working in diverse media, 
including pencil and chalk drawings, 
photography, sculpture, pottery, 
painting, textiles, printmaking, and 
metals (jewelry).

A multi-media, collaborative piece created by 
Heights High 10th-graders.

 “The skill and creativity these 
kids put into their work is incred-
ible,” said Youth Services Manager 
Sam Lapides. “You can tell that the 
art teachers in the district really 
inspire their students.”
 The library last hosted the show 
in 2019. The COVID epidemic pre-
vented the show from taking place 
for the next three years, 2020–22.
 “We are really happy the show is 
back,” said Lapides. “The staff love 
it, the kids love it, and it encourages 
families to come in to the library 

continued on page 13

Jessica Schantz 

FutureHeights, Cleveland Heights’ 
nonprofit Community Develop-
ment Corporation, will showcase 
its recent updates and upcoming  
programs at an open house event 
on Thursday, May 4, 5:30 to 8 p.m.,
 Many will recognize the special 
significance attributed to May 4th—
May the fourth be with you—by the 
iconic line from “Star Wars”—“May 
the force be with you.” 
 Kristine Pagsuyoin, execu-
tive director of FutureHeights, 
explained that, for this event, the 
“force” relates to the mission and 
values of FutureHeights, in “repre-

senting the strength or energy ex-
erted to cause motion or change.” 
 “I think of the force as a posi-
tive light energy that some people 
possess; something special, that 
sets them apart from everyone 
else,” said Pagsuyoin.
 “FutureHeights has been for-
tunate to work with many resi-
dents, community leaders, and 
organizations that possess this 
ability, this ‘force,’ that supports 
FutureHeights. We would not ex-
ist as a driving force of social and 
economic development without 
the meaningful engagement of the 
people who support us and our 
mission: to ensure a vibrant and 
sustainable future for the com-
munities of Cleveland Heights and 
University Heights. 
 “It is the force and support 
of people in the community that 

continued on page 11
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not a conven-
tional newspaper; it is a nonprofit 
publication for residents of Cleveland 
Heights and University Heights.
 The Heights Observer has no writing 
staff; it is written by you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want 
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights 
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to 
contribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 Is there something you think 
should be covered in the Heights Ob-
server? If so, please write it on your own, 
or with friends, neighbors or colleagues. 
Our volunteer editors will make sure it’s 
ready to publish, and contact you with 
any questions.
 If you’re writing a news article, 
it should be clear and factual. If you 
want to express an opinion, submit it 
as a letter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about 
something specific to our two cities. 
And try to keep it under 500 words.
•  To make a submission of any kind, go 

to www.heightsobserver.org and click on 
“Member Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing style, 
article length, etc., click on “Become 
an Observer” at the left. For questions 
that aren’t answered there, call the 
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423 
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered for the 
May issue must be submitted by April 
10. We publish some articles online only. 
We also publish an e-newsletter each 
Tuesday.

It’s time for Ohio to fully fund public schools
Malia Lewis 

In his budget proposal, Gov. DeWine 
has asked our legislators to fully fund 
the second phase of the Fair School 
Funding Plan (FSFP) for Ohio’s pub-
lic schools. The General Assembly 
took a giant step forward for Ohio’s 
students and schools by enacting the 
Fair School Funding Plan in the last 
biennial budget. It is crucial that the 
next biennial budget include the sec-
ond of the plan’s three phases. 
 The FSFP bases state school fund-
ing on what a student needs to succeed. 
The plan was developed collaboratively 
by a team of educational leaders. Its 
formula treats all Ohio school dis-
tricts and taxpayers fairly, based upon 
their capacity to raise local funds. The 
implementation of this formula repre-
sents a move toward the equitable and 
adequate funding of Ohio’s schools, 
which our state constitution requires, 
and which our state supreme court has 
ordered four times.  
 Now is the time for the state 
to fully fund K–12 education. Ohio 
is in excellent financial shape with 
actual tax revenues for the 2022 fiscal 
year (FY) $2.7 billion over original 
estimates. The Office of Budget and 

Management projects tax revenue for 
FY 2023 will be $1.65 billion (6.3%) 
above the estimates. Additionally, the 
legislature previously maxed out the 
rainy-day fund at $2.7 billion, none of 
which was used during the pandemic. 
The state’s average $400 million an-
nual contribution to this fund should 
instead be invested to fully fund the  
FSFP for Ohio’s children—our future 
leaders.
 According to the research and 
calculations that went into the FSFP, 
it costs approximately $7,800 to 
educate each student in Ohio. But 
the CH-UH City School District cur-
rently receives only about $1,900 per 
student. Guess where the difference 
comes from? Local property taxes.
 Under the FSFP, the local and 
state shares of a school district’s 
budget are determined by a stable, 
fair capacity calculation based 60% 
on local property valuation per pupil 
and 40% on local income. Currently 
about 75% of CH-UH’s revenue 
comes from local property taxes and 
about 19% from the state. If FSFP is 
fully implemented, about 71% of our 
revenue would come from property 
taxes and about 23% from the state. 
A fully implemented FSFP would 

provide the CH-UH school district 
an additional $4.7 million.  
 Every dollar invested in our local 
schools impacts our local economy 
and our future workforce. Once fully 
implemented, the Fair School Fund-
ing Plan will bring predictability and 
stability to Ohio schools, allowing 
districts to prepare all students for 
success. 
 Fully funding the formula makes 
sense. Ohio has the money to imple-
ment the well-crafted, bipartisan 
plan. It is often said that what we 
value, we are willing to fund. Our 
legislators need to hear from all of us 
about the importance and urgency of 
investing in Ohio’s children and fully 
funding the formula.
 Please contact Sen. Kent Smith 
(rep08@ohiohouse.gov) and Rep. 
Juanita Brent (rep08@ohiohouse.
gov) to share your support for the full 
implementation of the Fair School 
Funding Plan and the importance of 
investing in Ohio’s future; and send 
copies to Rep. Jay Edwards (rep94@
ohiohouse.gov) and Rep. Bride Rose 
Sweeney (rep16@ohiohouse.gov).

Malia Lewis is a member of the CH-UH 
City School District Board of Education.

Traffic safety is not 
about crime
To the Editor:
 It was very disturbing to read former 
CH council member Alan Rapaport’s 
opinion, “Politics shouldn’t interfere 
with CHPD.” Recalling his discussion 
with former CH police chief Lentz, 
Rapoport recounted Lentz’s views on 
law enforcement: Lentz referred to 
what he called the “felon community,” 
[believed] “people who break big laws 
frequently break small ones,” and “driv-
ers stopped sometimes were leaving 
the scene of a crime or had outstanding 
felony warrants” and “could be armed.” 
 This is exactly the mindset that 
has led to the killing of many unarmed 
motorists in the United States in recent 
years. And it is exactly the mindset we 
do not need in Cleveland Heights.
 Traffic stops, wrote Rapaport, “are 
not occasions for social work.”
 Perhaps not. But we do not need 
armed policemen who are supposed 
to be preventing crime and catching 
criminals doing traffic patrol. 
 We have thought for a long time—
as have many other people—that using 
trained police officers for traffic safety 
is a terrible mistake. Traffic safety is 
not about crime.
 Traffic safety personnel trained to 
simply enforce traffic safety rules need 
not carry guns nor concern themselves 
with running license plates for outstand-
ing warrants. Traffic safety would be 
enhanced, and the likelihood of some 
disastrous encounter would be greatly 
lessened. Furthermore, we could save 
money because these personnel would not 
have the same training as regular police. 
Regular police could then devote their 
efforts in other ways that could make 
Cleveland Heights a safer community.

Susan and Christopher Wood
Cleveland Heights

only are we thrilled to welcome Siaara 
Freeman to lead us into Heights 
Arts’ 25th anniversary in 2025, we are 
equally excited about our new part-
nership with University Heights to 
expand this position to the Greater 
Heights area—something I have 
been hoping to do since I became 
director.
 “Cleveland Heights and Univer-
sity Heights share a school system 
and a library system, and we are 
grateful for [University Heights] 
Mayor Brennan’s enthusiasm in sup-
porting another cultural asset in the 
poet laureate, which will expand civic 
engagement through the arts.”
 Brennan said, “As we continue to 
grapple with the many challenges in 
today’s post-pandemic world, poetry 
can help us reconnect and heal. Uni-
versity Heights is excited to support 
the Heights Poet Laureate, and we 
look forward to working with her at 
our community events.”
 Cleveland Heights Mayor Seren 
commented on what the laureateship 
represents in a city with arguably the 
highest population of artists and arts 
professionals in the region. “Poetry 
grounds us in our shared humanity 
in times of celebration and sorrow, 
and as ‘home to the arts’ Cleveland 
Heights recognizes poetry’s signifi-
cance through this laureateship,” he 
said. “I look forward to working with 
Ms. Freeman to give her art a broader 
platform in our community.”
 Freeman will be welcomed of-
ficially at CH City Hall on April 17, 
and at UH City Hall on May 1.

 Her first public events as the new 
laureate will occur at Heights Arts’ 
Ekphrastacy – Artists Talk and Poets 
Respond event on April 20, 7 p.m., 
and at Heights Arts’ community cel-
ebration of laureates past and present 
on May 4, 7 p.m., at the Grog Shop.
 Currently a teaching artist for the 
Center for Arts Inspired Learning, Free-
man has spent recent years with Cleve-
land Public Theatre (Catapult Fellow 
2021-22); as Watering Hole Manuscript 
Fellow (2020); tangerine chapbook 
fellow (2018); and Poetry Foundation 
Incubator Fellow (2018); and she is a 
two-time Pushcart Prize nominee.
 Her first collection of poetry, Ur-
banshee, was released in August 2022. 
Her poems have appeared in many 
publications, and she has performed 
at poetry festivals, colleges, and uni-
versities, both locally and internation-
ally.
 In conjunction with the Picturing 
Motherhood exhibition at the Cleve-
land Museum of Art in 2022, she made 
a five-minute video that aired on the 
museum’s website.
 It was clear to the Heights Writes 
Community Team, whose members 
select the new laureate, that Freeman 
would transcend the ordinary through 
her writing, performances, and work 
with young people. Said team member 
Annie Holden, “On paper, Freeman is 
deeply impressive. In person, she has 
a level of energy and dynamism that 
electrifies the space she inhabits.”

Tom Masaveg is the Heights Arts pro-
grams manager.

poet continued from page 1
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Invest ARPA funds in CH parks

Peggy Spaeth 

Recently Cleveland Heights resi-
dents were asked where ARPA funds 
should be allocated. The third most 
chosen response was “Offer Cleve-
land Heights residents more healthy 
and safe opportunities for recreation 
and socializing by investing in out-
door public spaces and amenities.” I 
fervently agree.
 People converged on parks dur-
ing the pandemic for space away from 
virus transmission. Once there, many 
encountered the feelings of peace and 
steadfastness that nature engenders. 
Whether we walk alone or with a 
friend (human or canine), a trail away 
from urban landscapes reconnects us 
to the natural world.
 Cleveland Heights is uniquely 
blessed with more than 140 acres 
of historic parks with unparalleled 
amenities, such as CH Community 
Center and Cain Park Theater! And 
almost all residents are within com-
fortable walking distance to a park.
 Our park systems lie within two 
watersheds, the Dugway and Doan. 
The Dugway Brook watershed ac-
counts for 47% of the city and com-
prises the largest park system, run-
ning diagonally across the geographi-
cal center of our 8-square-mile city. 
The Dugway chain of parks begins 
upstream at Cain Park, connects to 
Schoolhouse Park and Cumberland 
Park, and finally ends at Forest Hill 
Park (shared with East Cleveland).
 The city’s parks have a com-
prehensive array of amenities, such 
as our nationally known outdoor 
theater and annual arts festival; a 
multipurpose community center; 
an outdoor pool; and up-to-date 
playgrounds, ball fields, and tennis, 
pickleball, and basketball courts for 
active recreation.
 But when walking on the park 
trails, it’s easy to see that stewardship 
of natural resources is absent. This is 
not unusual for city parks. Few have 
a budget or management plan for ac-
tive stewardship of natural resources.
 We see the parks’ lawns are 
mowed and fallen leaves removed—

Dugway Brook runs through Cleveland Heights parks.

what else can be done? We can begin 
to improve the health of habitat and 
ourselves by mowing less and grow-
ing more; leaving leaves that harbor 
overwintering insects; removing 
invasive species and replacing them 
with native ones that support native 
insects and birds; improving and 
clearly marking trails; planting many 
more native trees; and creating iconic 
signage that identifies and connects 
all of the parks.
 Unfortunately, Cleveland Heights 
doesn’t have a designated budget or 
staff to manage our natural resources. 
But residents do pay 2.3% of our 
property taxes to fund the treasured 
Cleveland Metroparks’ Emerald 
Necklace that rings the county. The 
Metroparks are only accessible by 
car from Cleveland Heights, but in 
Cleveland Heights there is a city park 
within walking distance of almost all 
residents.
 Currently the Metroparks and 
East Cleveland are discussing man-
agement of two-thirds of Forest Hill 
Park. The idea is thrilling, but I don’t 
understand why our third of Forest 
Hill Park, excluding current ameni-
ties, is not under discussion. Let’s 
open a public conversation with the 
Metroparks to explore a partnership 
for environmental stewardship of the 
whole of Forest Hill Park, as intended 
at its 1936 inception.
 Returning to residents’ desire for 
“investing in outdoor public spaces” 
with ARPA funds, this is a one-time 
transformational moment for our 
common ground. Let’s take this op-
portunity to realize the potential of 
our CH park system by jump-starting 
the effort with these funds. Then let’s 
find a way forward to fund continual 
park stewardship with public and 
private funds and grants.
 We’ve inherited acres of public 
land that need our attention. We need 
to take better care of the land where 
we live, and we need to do it now.

Peggy Spaeth is co-chair of the Friends of 
Lower Lake; president of the Friends of 
Heights Parks; and a guide for the Heights 
Native Pollinator Path.
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Municipal court judge highlights past year’s work
J.J. Costello 

At the end of March of each year, 
Ohio’s municipal courts must submit 
to their city and county governments 
a report of their operations, including 
a statement of receipts and expendi-
tures. The full 2022 Annual Report 
for the Cleveland Heights Municipal 
Court, along with reports from years 
past, can be found on the court’s web-
site, www.clevelandheightscourt.com.
 Here are highlights of some of 
the work performed by the court, and 
the improvements and community 
collaborations it has undertaken.
 We remain one of the busiest 

Things feeling a bit...off? 
Give your brain a break 

with FUNNY TIMES!
Funny Times is a Cleveland Heights based periodical 

with over 100 cartoons per issue.  
$28 for a whole year of humor, politics, and fun.  
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New Coventry PEACE Park 
will benefit whole community
Steve Presser 

I can’t believe it has been 30 years! 
It seems like yesterday that a small 
group of Coventry Elementary 
School parents had a crazy idea to 
build a big playground around the 
famous Coventry school sledding hill.
 Somewhere after the first wave of 
volunteers, my wife, Debbie, and I got 
involved. This was a herculean task to 
raise a lot of money before social media 
existed. It was a grassroots approach, 
with donations gladly accepted, from 
$1 to $10,000. The power of the people 
got this amazing playground built.
 Over 10 days, many of them rainy, 
we worked with a handful of profes-
sional contractors from a specialized 
playground company. Coordinating 
this construction with almost 600 
volunteers was a monumental task. 
However, as I always have said, “Let 
the PTA run the world and it will be 
a safer, better place!”
 Anyone and everyone were wel-
come. We offered multiple shifts. We 
provided daycare for volunteers who had 
kids. We fed the masses. Many Coventry 
businesses donated food, but the King of 
Coventry, Tommy, went all out as usual.
 There was a job for everyone. Even 
a guy like me, who can’t even replace 
a lightbulb, became a schlepper and 
huge-slide builder. The construction 
was a true barn raising in the Amish 
sense of the word—okay, a playground 
raising—that took a village to achieve.
 Over the years, I remained in-
volved in the fun at Coventry Park. 
I initiated the “drive-in” movie series 

municipal courts in Ohio. There has 
been a 14% decrease in traffic cita-
tions, including OVIs, but an increase 
of approximately 3% in criminal 
cases filed. On the civil side, we saw a 
sharp rise in the number of evictions, 
from a low in 2020 of 429, to 652 in 
2022. However, [in cases] where both 
tenant and landlord appear, approxi-
mately 90% of our eviction cases are 
settled. We also saw a significant rise 
in rent-deposit actions, from only six 
in 2017, the year before I took the 
bench, to 53 in 2022.
 While the court is not a revenue 
center—our mission is to administer 
justice—we once again remitted 

to the city of Cleveland Heights 
revenue above our expenses. Even 
with increased services provided, 
and raises for court employees, we 
reduced our general fund expenses 
this past year.
 Our court continues to make 
technology improvements, funded 
through grants or paid from sources 
outside of the general fund. Collabo-
rating with the Cleveland Heights 
Police, Law, and Information Tech-
nology departments, nearly all traffic 
tickets are now received electroni-
cally. Our website allows for elec-
tronic filing, we are almost entirely 
paperless, and we continue to notify 
individuals of upcoming court dates 
with e-mails and text reminders.
 In 2022, the court was awarded a 
grant of over $72,000. The grant in-
cludes a kiosk to allow probationers 
to check in for their appointments. 
Probationers can be asked to answer 
questions or give information that 
is automatically entered into our 
probation case management system. 
The kiosk will save not only the 
probation officer’s time but also the 
time of a probationer who remains 
in full compliance with the court’s 
conditions. The grant will also al-
low us to create a virtual courtroom 
that fully integrates remote hearings 
into our existing case-management 

software. We will be able to conduct 
virtually every part of a case that 
would typically occur in the building. 
The added functionality will allow the 
court to conduct virtual hearings more 
often and for more dockets.
 I continue to serve on the Su-
preme Court of Ohio’s Commission 
on Technology and the Courts, and 
several other committees focused on 
improving the administration of jus-
tice and fostering public confidence 
in the judicial system. I was also 
elected a trustee of the Association of 
Municipal/County Judges of Ohio. I 
remain actively engaged in educational 
outreach programs, including visiting 
with our elementary school students 
and participating in various discussion 
panels.
 None of this is possible without 
the hard work of the incredibly ca-
pable, diverse, and dedicated court 
staff. We look forward to continuing to 
serve our vital purpose of administer-
ing justice impartially, without denial 
or delay.

J.J. Costello has been the Cleveland Heights 
Municipal Court judge since 2018. There, 
he oversees all criminal, civil, eviction, 
housing, and small claims filings. He is a 
lifelong Cleveland Heights resident, and 
he and his wife, Alicia, are proudly raising 
their two sons in Cleveland Heights.

without cars. I worked with Erick 
Kauffman, former Coventry PEACE 
president, to provide music from local 
bands and the Heights High jazz combo. 
 Now, 30 years later, we have a tired, 
old playground that needs to be replaced. 
What Heights Libraries proposed is pretty 
darn spectacular—a totally new Coventry 
PEACE Park, with attention [given] to 
the environment, natural materials, place-
ment, and the community it serves! With 
these new plans, arts events and free-form 
play will continue to flourish.
 What does this all mean? It brings life 
to Coventry, an area that is special to so 
many. The library will bring intergenera-
tional programs outside. Coventry PEACE 
Campus, with its many nonprofits and art-
ists, will benefit. The Coventry merchants, 
like many small businesses that can use a 
boost, will benefit as well. We’ll be able to 
take our four grandkids to Coventry for a 
full day of fun. The whole community wins! 
 What can you do? You don’t have 
to schlep tools or build anything except 
community. We need you to help raise 
the funds for this project.
 The total project cost is $1.2 mil-
lion. We have raised $613,000. We 
need to raise $587,000 more. Help us 
spread the word! Maybe you know of a 
family foundation that would consider 
a donation. Donations can be made 
online at bit.ly/FFHLPeacePark or sent 
to the Fund for the Future of Heights 
Libraries at 2345 Lee Road. 
 Build it and they will come . . .

Steve Presser and his wife, Debbie Apple-
Presser, are 40-year residents of Cleveland 
Heights’ Coventry neighborhood.
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  Judson Park  Cleveland Heights          Judson Manor  University Circle          South Franklin Circle  Chagrin Falls

Peter has always been passionate about living, working, and volunteering in University Circle. 
From his lifelong work as an astronomer to his recent work in pottery and everything in between, 

Peter is always searching for new things to explore.

Bringing Independent Living to Life.
At Judson, independent living is all about enjoying the comforts of home in a vibrant,  

maintenance-free retirement community. Residents take advantage of diverse, enriching programs  
that cultivate new friendships, maintain wellness, fuel creativity and ignite new interests.  

Seniors define their own way of living and find the inspiration that makes them come alive with the  
peace of mind that our staff is available 24 hours a day should help be needed.

(216) 350-0326   judsonsmartliving.org

 C O N T I N U I N G

Passions
 Life’s

HeigHTS OF 
DemOCRACy

rums, one featuring mayors from South 
Euclid, University Heights and Maple 
Heights, and the other focusing on 
the East Providence, R.I., change (in 
2018) from council/manager to mayor/
council government.
 More than a year after the advent 
of the new government, Council Presi-
dent Hart invited two former mayors, 
Mike Summers of Lakewood and Earl 
Leiken of Shaker Heights, to advise 
council on its role. On Feb. 3, 2023, 
they generously spent three hours do-
ing so.
 Better late than never? Perhaps. 
But such experienced people could and 
should have been brought in well before 
Cleveland Heights had both a mayor 
and a council learning on the job.
 The debacle of the recent appoint-
ment to the council seat vacated by Josie 
Moore has further damaged our trust. 
Regardless of the outcome, the spec-
tacle of President Hart, Vice President 
Craig Cobb, and Council Member An-
thony Mattox Jr. sandbagging the rest 
of council at the Feb. 2 special meeting, 
handing the appointment to Mayor 
Seren, will not soon be forgotten.

Lack of progress imperils trust in CH government
 Neither, however, shall we forget 
a major upside of viewing the video-
taped applicant interviews, conducted 
by the League of Women Voters: 
Several very knowledgeable and well-
qualified young candidates applied.
 Some of them may be on the No-
vember ballot. We hope so, because 
we can only vote for people who ac-

tually run. And whatever happens, 
Cleveland Heights desperately needs 
a council that’s not in the mayor’s—
any mayor’s—pocket.

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rauten-
berg are writers, editors and longtime 
residents of Cleveland Heights. Contact 
them at heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 

The city of Cleveland Heights has 
been through a tough 15 months. 
With the Seren administration and 
CH City Council both struggling 
to demonstrate that they are meet-
ing some—or any—of the serious 
challenges facing the city, our trust 
is shaken.
 We speak only for ourselves but 
doubt we’re alone.
 It would be easy to say that we 
got what we asked for. After all, 
both of us actively supported, in this 
column and elsewhere, changing our 
city’s form of government from coun-
cil/manager to mayor/council. And we 
still believe it was the right decision.
 In our advocacy, we were not en-
tirely naive. We knew that Cleveland 
Heights, a populous and diverse sub-
urb, would need an orderly transition 
to successfully navigate such a major 
change. Members of Citizens for an 
Elected Mayor (CEM), the group that 
spearheaded the Issue 26 campaign, 
knew it, too.
 Along with CEM, the two of 
us trusted that city council, as con-
stituted in January 2020, would be 
committed to an orderly transition. 
Melody Hart and Davida Russell were 
newly elected council members, while 
Kahlil Seren and Mary Dunbar had 
been re-elected. Jason Stein, Michael 
Ungar and Melissa Yasinow each had 
two years remaining in their terms. 
Since Stein, Seren, Hart and Russell 
had all publicly supported Issue 26, 
we expected to see a timely, thought-
ful transition-planning process. We 
could not have been more wrong.
 In early 2020, when the CO-
VID-19 pandemic turned every gov-
ernment in the world on its head, the 
city soon began livestreaming public 
meetings. We watched with grow-
ing concern as council ignored the 
vital need to prepare for the coming 
change.
 In March, CH residents Len 
Friedson, Tony Cuda and Carla 
Rautenberg submitted a “Timeline 
for CH Transition to Mayor/Council 
Government,” with seven target 
dates, culminating in the formation of 
a transition committee by June 2020. 
These goals could have been met via 
online meetings. Instead, nothing 
happened on schedule; nor was a 
transition committee ever created. 
In particular, then council president 
Jason Stein and vice president Kahlil 
Seren failed the city and the voters by 
not prioritizing the transition.
 We issued pleas and proposals for 
transition planning in six increasingly 
frustrated columns between Novem-
ber 2019 and November 2021.
 In the absence of formal prepara-
tions, Council Member Hart worked 
with CEM to present two online fo-
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We now offer virtual 
reality skilled-trades 
job training at our 
Heights Knowledge 
and Innovation Center 
(HKIC). Interplay 
Learning’s Skill Mill 
on-demand training 
platform includes 
expert-led videos, 
3D simulations, 
assessments, and 
industry certifications 
in high-demand trades. 

For more information, visit or call the  
HKIC Desk at (216) 932-3600 ext. 1221 or 
email us at techexpert@heightslibrary.org.

Interplay  
     Learning

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/InterPlay-at-CHUH

Susie Kaeser 

In February 1972, community 
activist Doris Allen called a 
community meeting after a 
fight at our newly integrating 
high school injured several stu-
dents, including her son. At the 
meeting, Superintendent David 
Moberly asked the community 
for help. “Schools can’t fight rac-
ism alone,” he said. By naming 
the problem as racism and calling 
for a community remedy, Mober-
ly prompted a dozen Catholic 
and Jewish activists to join with 
Heights High principal James 
O’Toole to organize. Their solu-
tion was to create the Heights 
Community Congress (HCC).
 HCC was incorporated on 

Heights Community Congress legacy can guide us

THe COmmOn 
gOOD

Jan. 1, 1973. After 50 years of 
groundbreaking activism, it closed 
its doors on March 1, leaving be-
hind a substantial legacy.
 The response to the fight 
at Heights High put the school 
district on a path that focuses on 
educational equity and racial equal-
ity, and it put the community in the 
middle of advancing fair housing 
and racial respect.
 The new organization was a 
coalition of neighborhood groups, 
civic and religious organizations, 
city government and the school 
district. Its purpose was to mo-
bilize the whole community to 
fight racism, advance equity and 
inclusion, and protect racial inte-
gration. HCC took aim at racism 
and kicked it hard. Refusing to be 
silent, it documented discrimina-
tion in lending practices and used 
that evidence to change federal 
laws.
 HCC formed a housing service 
to promote homeownership to any-

one interested in living in Cleve-
land Heights. When realtors con-
tinued to undermine integration 
with racial steering, it confronted 
the real estate industry and tested 
the limits of fair-housing law, win-
ning a landmark civil rights case.
 It organized residents in ev-
ery neighborhood and fostered 
street clubs—the bread and but-
ter of community engagement, 
problem solving and relationship 
building. HCC also organized a 
variety of working groups, includ-
ing a commission on aging and a 
landlord-tenant task force, and 
pushed hard for city policies to 
protect the housing stock. The 
organization’s annual house and 
garden tour raised money for the 
organization and improved the 
community’s reputation.
 HCC urged all of us to exam-
ine our inherited attitudes and 
behavior related to race and rela-
tionships. In doing so, it helped 
create a standard for civic engage-

ment that, along with our endur-
ing racial diversity, is a strength 
of our community and part of 
our identity. HCC provided a 
foundation upon which we can 
continue to find new ways to 
attack all the ways race is baked 
into the institutions and oppor-
tunity structures that define life 
chances.
 Racialization, as we know, 
is stubborn and has a way of 
showing up in new forms. It is 
still alive and is now having an 
unsettling resurgence in state 
and national politics. The fight 
against racial disparities is also 
having a resurgence with Black 
Lives Matter and concern among 
some corporate, religious and 
independent organizations about 
the contributions they need to 
make toward diversity, equity 
and inclusion.
 Cleveland Heights has a 
unique place in our nation as a 
rare example of a sustainable in-
tegrated community. I am grate-
ful to the HCC and our com-
munity elders. Because of them, 
we did not resegregate within 
five years of racial change—the 
predicted outcome in 1970. As 
we face the 21st-century chal-
lenges of inequality in an aging 
first-ring suburb, in a state where 
political leaders are retreating 
from any form of commitment 
to the well-being of others and 
are gaining political advantage 
by promoting hate, we have to 
find the new form of the HCC.
 We may not be able to up-
root all aspects of racism for this 
generation, but we can reject 
them. We can speak up, orga-
nize, use the law, build individual 
awareness, mobilize and keep 
our community strong.

Susie Kaeser moved to Cleveland 
Heights in 1979. She is the former 
director of Reaching Heights, and is 
active with the Heights Coalition for 
Public Education and the League of 
Women Voters. A community booster, 
she is the author of a book about local 
activism, Resisting Segregation.

Free	books	mailed		
to	your	young	child!	

If	your	child	is		
4	years	old	or	younger	

and	lives	in	Cuyahoga	County	
Please	register	online	at:	

Imagina5onLibrary.com	
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There are So Many Reasons 
to SAVE HORSESHOE LAKE

  1.  Horseshoe Lake is an 
irreplaceable asset. 
Once it is gone, it is 
gone forever. 

  2.  Horseshoe Lake makes 
our communities more 
vibrant.

  3.  Horseshoe Lake has 
been enjoyed by 
generations of families. 

  4.  It’s a nationally registered 
historic site.

  5.  It’s a vital habitat for 
wildlife and a key 
migrating point for birds.

  6.  Our communities have 
said clearly we want to 
save Horseshoe Lake. 

  7.  The Sewer District’s 
plan would permanently 
destroy Horseshoe Lake.

  8.  The Sewer District 
has not listened to 
residents or worked to 
compromise.

  9.  The Sewer District 
admits to having no plan 
to pay for their proposed 
park or maintenance and 
could cost millions.

10.  There is another option 
that would save the lake 
- The Horseshoe Lake 
Restoration Plan. It’s safe, 
controls stormwater, and 
costs the same as the 
Sewer District’s plan that 
destroys the lake.

SaveHorseshoeLake.com
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2747 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106

stpauls-church.org

We are a dynamic, diverse, 
and open community of 
people who seek to know 
God, serve, and love 
together.

Sunday Worship
7:45 a.m.  •  Holy Eucharist 

Spoken service  
(7:30 a.m. Easter Day only)

9 a.m.  •  Holy Eucharist 
Family-friendly service

11:15 a.m.  •  Holy Eucharist 
(livestreamed)

FEBRUARy 21, 2023

Present were mayor michael dylan Brennan 
and council members michelle Weiss (vice 
mayor), Christopher Cooney, Justin Gould, 
Brian J. King, John P. Rach, and Sheri Sax. 
Council member Barbara Blankfeld was ex-
cused early. Also present were Kelly Thomas, 
clerk of council; Luke mcConville, law direc-
tor; dennis Kennedy, finance director; and 
Joseph Ciuni, city engineer. 

Recycling ordinance
On first reading, council passed an ordi-
nance for loose recycling services. Council 
members Cooney and King voted nay.
 In her presentation, Council mem-
ber Sax said that the december 2022 
data show little cost difference in moving 
to loose recycling when staffing is un-
changed. Residents can opt in to recycle. 
The city will provide bins.
 Service director Jeffrey Pokorny spoke 
opposing the ordinance, claiming it will 
require two more trucks and two more 
people. The prior solid waste study ad-
dressed not only recycling; [it considered] 
all refuse pickup. The conclusion was that 
automated curbside pickup was the only 
way to be cost-efficient. As an unfunded 
mandate, the ordinance will cause other 
services to suffer. Pokorny noted that the 
lack of additional trucks and personnel 
would require the city to have a transfer sta-
tion (temporary waste site), but University 
Heights has no place for one. The Service 
department staff supports a curbside au-
tomated plan.
 King maintained that backyard pickup 
was not fiscally responsible. Rach said 
council was honoring the will of the people.
 mayor Brennan said the ordinance 
should not be passed. He maintained that it 
is contrary to expert reports, administration 
policy and surveys, and does not address 
how it will be funded.

Other council actions
Council authorized the contract with Senior 
Transportation Services after a representative 
of the service explained the fuel escalator in 
the proposed contract. 
 Council approved, with Sax voting nay, 
the engagement of Stefanik Iosue & Associ-
ates as labor counsel for 2023. There are 
ongoing negotiations with the service, fire, 
and police unions, and the fees are favorable.
 Council approved, with Rach abstain-
ing, an ordinance to increase remuneration 
for the members of the Architectural Review 
Board, making it consistent with that of other 
committees.

LWV Observer: Marilyn Singer. 

mARCH 8, 2023

Council members Blankfeld and Cooney 
were not present. The mayor and the other 
council members were present, as were 

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

the clerk of council, law director, and city 
engineer. 

SB 1 resolution removed from agenda
Vice mayor Weiss moved to remove from the 
agenda the resolution opposing Ohio Sen-
ate Bill 1, maintaining this is not a local issue. 
Council member King stated this was both 
local and nonpartisan. Council removed the 
item, with King voting nay.

Public comments
Judy Sourini, vice president of the CH-UH 
Board of Education, spoke to support the 
resolution opposing SB 1. She said it would 
strip power from the State Board of Educa-
tion and create a new cabinet post to run the 
Ohio department of Education. She claimed 
it would increase the cost of government, was 
not requested by the governor, and would 
concentrate power in a political appointee 
instead of elected board members. The 
companion legislation, Ohio House Bill 1, 
would increase taxes and decrease money 
for local governments.

Mayor’s report
Last week, in Washington, d.C., mayor 
Brennan met with representatives of mar-
cia Fudge, the secretary of Housing and 
Urban development (HUd), to discuss the 
exclusion of UH from lead pipe abate-
ment. Although the city does not share a 
border with Cleveland, he said it should 
still be considered a first-ring suburb. 
He also spoke with HUd officials about 
getting federal housing vouchers for UH 
residents. 
 Along with the lobbyists hired by 
UH, he met with people from Sen. Sher-
rod Brown’s office and the EPA regarding 
funding for needed sewer projects. 
 Brennan did not sign the ordinance 
regarding contracting procedures for 
professional services excluding the po-
sition of the city engineer. The city will 
lose the current engineer at the end of 
2023 without changes to the ordinance. 
However, under the charter, the engineer 
is a mayoral appointee, so the mayor 
will follow the charter, not the ordinance, 
and appoint an engineer. Without his 
signature, the ordinance went into effect 
Feb. 14.
 He also did not sign the loose-recy-
cling ordinance, saying the ordinance’s 
mandate is unfunded and cannot be 
achieved. The ordinance went into effect 
march 1. On that date, Service director 
Pokorny tendered his letter of resignation, 
effective April 1. 

Council actions
Council passed an ordinance establishing 
pay rates for elected officials. The ordinance 
clears up ambiguities and does not increase 
pay for current elected officials.

LWV Observer: Marilyn Singer.

Helping buyers and sellers in Greater  
Cleveland’s unique neighborhoods. 

Lillian Zingales
REALTOR®
(216) 217-8547
lillzingales@gmail.com
homesintheland.com

Homes   landin
The

Born and raised and currently residing  
in the Heights. I’m invested in our area.

‘Get involved’ as a UH volunteer
Mike Cook 

Invoking the lyrics of soul singer 
James Brown, University Heights 
Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan 
is urging University Heights resi-
dents to “get up, get into it, get 
involved.”
 The city has revamped its vol-
unteer page, www.universityheights.
com/volunteer. 
 “If you are interested in serving 
your community,” Brennan said, 
“this is a great place to start.”
 Brennan said residents can 
use the website to volunteer to 
get involved in city activities such 
as the Memorial Day Parade and 
Juneteenth. They can also get in-
volved in the more nuts-and-bolts 
aspects of government.
 “We need your experience, 
your expertise, and your ideas to 
advise and assist us in setting policy 
that meets the community’s needs, 
as well as to ensure that our special 

events really capture what makes 
University Heights such a great 
place to live,” said Deanna Bremer 
Fisher, executive assistant to the 
mayor on special projects. “We are 
planning this year’s programs now 
and looking for more people to get 
involved.”
 Residents may choose to vol-
unteer for citizens committees 
that include Sustainability, Facili-
ties and Infrastructure, and Tech 
Advisory.
 “Tell us what you are interested 
in and what unique qualifications 
you bring, and get involved,” urged 
Brennan.
 Learn more about the opportu-
nities that are available and find a 
link to the committee application 
online at www.universityheights.
com/citizencommittees.

Mike Cook is the communications and 
civic engagement director for Univer-
sity Heights.



Heights Observer April 1, 2023     www.heightsobserver.org9

UniveRSiTy HeigHTS neWS

You’ll miss ‘em
when they’re gone
We’re great at removing trees—and even 
better at keeping them healthy & beautiful 

since 2001

Pruning 
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems
Disease Identification

Immunization 
Stump Grinding 
Tree Removal 
Yard Expansion & more ...

440-463-7379
RipleyTreeService.com

24/7 Emergency Services | Free Estimates | Full Residential Services

ISA Certified
Arborist

#OH-6536A

UH connects eligible seniors with transportion service

UH City Council has renewed the city’s contract with Senior Transportation Connection.

Mike Cook 

University Heights City Council 
recently renewed its contract with 
Senior Transportation Connection 
(STC), enabling the service to con-
tinue to be available to adult city 
residents who are 60 or older, or 
disabled.
 All clients or personal care 
attendants must be registered to 
use the service. Call 216-265-1489 
to request an STC registration be 
sent, or download it from the STC 
website, ridestc.org.
 Once a resident’s registration 
application is approved, STC is 
available to transport that indi-
vidual to medical appointments, 
senior centers, grocery stores, and 
more.
 STC’s goal is to keep passen-
gers connected to their commu-
nity activities, medical care and 
hot meals with friends. STC can 
accommodate wheelchairs, walk-
ers and other mobility devices. If 
using a wheelchair, the client must 
have a ramp at his or her residence. 
Personal care attendants can ac-
company clients who need their 
assistance.
 STC’s drivers escort passengers 
door-to-door to ensure safety and 
provide a personal touch. They 
will help with up to five bags on 
shopping trips, and their training 
in how to keep riders safe includes 
learning how to assist those who 
use a walker, cane or wheelchair. 

Drivers also are certified in CPR, 
and complete the National Safety 
Council Defensive Driving training 
module.
 To reserve a ride, clients speak 
to a real person in STC’s Cleveland-
based call center.
 Once approved, clients may 
make reservations for trips three 
days or more in advance. The ser-
vice is available weekdays only, from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 Because local governments, 
including University Heights, sub-
sidize most of the cost of the trip, 
STC is able to keep its fees low. 
Currently, there is a total fare of $6 
($3 each way) per trip.
 STC also accepts charitable 
donations and grants to help cover 

its services’ costs.
 STC was founded in 2005, after 
Cuyahoga County transportation 
providers began exploring coordi-
nation and shared services.
 The nonprofit STC received 
initial funding through Mt. Sinai 
Health Care Foundation, Cleveland 
Foundation, United Way Senior 
Success Vision Council, Jewish 
Community Federation’s Com-
munity Services for Older Adults, 
Saint Luke’s Foundation, Deacon-
ess Community Foundation, the 
Sisters of Charity Foundation of 
Cleveland, and others.

Mike Cook is the communications and 
civic engagement director for University 
Heights.

• Slate and tile repairs & replacement
• Tear-offs & Shingles
• Gutters and downspouts installed
• Chimney and step tuck-pointing
• Flat roof specialists

 www.ustonroof.com

216-371-5944

MASTERCARD/VISA

FREE ESTIMATES

AJR Exterior Washing

216.970.6802
ajr.exteriorwashing@gmail.com

 ajr_exteriorwashing

Pressure Washing Services

Driveways
Patios
Siding

Adam J Rosenbaum
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Need affordable Medicare 
that’s in step with your life?

This is an advertisement. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and 
product availability varies by state. 

Choosing the right Medicare coverage can 
be confusing.
I can help you find a plan 
that’s right for YOU  
and YOUR BUDGET.

Call today for personalized service!
(216) 375-5902

Kathy Carvin
Licensed Insurance Agent 

Kathy Carvin 
Licensed Insurance Agent

This is an advertisement. 

Not all agents are licensed 

to sell all products. Service 

and product availability 

varies by state.  

46275-HM-0920

Traffic-calming plan underway for Noble 
Elementary School neighborhood
Gail Larson 

Traffic around Noble Elementary 
School is a major concern for the 
neighborhood, particularly when 
children are dropped off in the 
morning and picked up in the af-
ternoon. 
 Principal Patrick Carpenter has 
worked with Mayor Kahlil Seren 
to define the issues and open up 
communication with residents of 
Parkdale and Montevista roads, 
and of the short section of Ardoon 
Street that connects them.
 In January and February, the 
mayor held two meetings with 
neighbors of Noble Elementary 
School. Though small numbers of 
residents turned out, the mayor 
made certain all who attended had 
an opportunity to express their 
thoughts. Speeding on the streets 
was identified as a big factor con-
tributing to the feeling that students 
could be harmed.
 At the end of each meeting, the 
mayor established that a majority 
of attendees approved of one-way 
traffic around the school during 
designated times or during school 
hours. That would enable the left 

lane to allow through traffic to pass 
the cars in the right lane, adjacent to 
the school, dropping off and picking 
up students.
 To augment the one-way streets 
plan, participants suggested adding 
tools such as new signage with flash-
ing warning lights, and stop signs for 
the corner of Montevista and Ardoon.
 As of Feb. 25, there are stop signs 
at that intersection.
 Because implementing any plan 
will require extra attention from 
school parents, staff, the police de-
partment and city administration, 
the mayor and Principal Carpenter 
are considering a pilot program that 
could begin when students return 
from spring break.
 Cleveland Heights City Council’s 
Public Safety and Health Commit-
tee meets the third Monday of each 
month. Its next meeting is April 17, 
at 10 a.m.

Gail Larson has lived near Noble Elemen-
tary School since 2014. She is currently  
a member of Cleveland Heights City 
Council and chair of its Public Safety and 
Health Committee. To reach Larson, call 
253-691-2714, or e-mail her at glarson@
clevelandheights.gov.

Coventry Living Room com-
ing this summer to Pekar Park

Sarah Wolf 

The Coventry Living Room Project 
is a placemaking initiative that seeks 
to create an interactive, welcoming, 
outdoor gathering space for the 
community in a spot that is cur-
rently underutilized—Harvey Pekar 
Park, at the corner of Coventry 
Road and Euclid Heights Boulevard.
 Led by neighborhood resident 
Cole Ware, in partnership with the 
Coventry Village Special Improve-
ment District and the Coventry 
Neighborhood Group, planning 
began in fall 2022 and continued 
through winter 2023.
 Ware hosted an online forum,  
two community design sessions, and 
had dozens of conversations with 
community stakeholders.
 Based on the feedback gener-
ated by the planning process, Ware 
reports that the Coventry Living 

Room will be designed as an inclusive 
space for the whole community, of-
fering shade from the sun, greenery, 
public art, and a variety of seating 
options, all separated from the busy 
nearby intersection.
 “Between now and this summer, 
we turn to the work of bringing that 
vision to reality by writing grants, 
finalizing approvals, staining wood, 
and potting plants,” said Ware. “It will 
be a team effort—an effort that will 
reward us with a space that builds the 
type of trust that turns a neighbor-
hood into a community. It’s a vision 
well worth working toward.”
 To learn more about this project, 
including how to get involved, visit cov-
entryvillage.org/neighborhood-news/what-is-
the-coventry-living-room-project or contact 
Ware at ware.cole@gmail.com.

Sarah Wolf is the community-building 
programs manager at FutureHeights.

A Coventry Living Room design session.
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Marchant Manor Cheese
Makers • Mongers • Mentors

M u s i c  a t  t h e  M a n o r !
5 p m - 7 p m

    March 25th -  Classical              June 24th -  TBD
    Apri l  29th -  Jazz                   August 5th -  Blues
    May 20th -  Indie/progressive

Live music and cheese specials!

2211 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 
(216) 860-1862                             marchantmanor.com               
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FEBRUARy 13, 2023 - special meeting

Present were mayor Kahlil Seren, and council 
members melody Joy Hart (council president), 
Craig Cobb (council vice president), Janine 
Boyd, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony mattox 
Jr., and davida Russell. Also present were Addie 
Balester, clerk of council; and William Hanna, 
law director.

Blighted property 
Council declared the former Hillside dairy/
Police Annex at 1418 Warrensville Center Road 
a blighted property and approved an agreement 
with Partners Environmental Consulting Inc. to 
prepare environmental assessments. The cost 
is not to exceed $67,405 and will be covered 
by Community development Block Grant funds. 

Cedar-Lee-Meadowbrook
Council amended the development agreement 
with F&C development Inc. for the Cedar-Lee-
meadowbrook project. An added property 
provision of the development agreement required 
the developer to reimburse the city’s costs for ac-
quiring additional properties, up to $725,000. 
This amendment increases the reimbursement 
amount to $816,000 and revises the payment 
schedule.

LWV Observer: Jill Tatem.

FEBRUARy 21, 2023 - regular meeting

The mayor and all council members were 
present.

Public comments
meryl Johnson, State Board of Education mem-
ber for district 11, urged opposition to Ohio 
Senate Bill 1 (SB 1), which would change the 
duties of the State Board of Education.

Mayor’s report
mayor Seren reported that just-promoted Captain 
Williams is the city’s first Black police captain. 

Council actions
Council authorized cooperation with the Ohio 
director of Transportation and appropriated 
$151,515 for improvements on monticello Bou-
levard, including traffic signal modifications and 
curb ramp upgrades. The city’s costs are subject 
to adjustment when actual costs are determined.
 Council approved a resolution opposing 
SB 1, which would transfer most powers and 
duties of the State Board of Education to the 
governor. 
 Council authorized the issuance and 
sale of economic development tax increment 
financing revenue bonds for the Cedar-Lee-
meadowbrook project, principal amount not 
to exceed $14.2 million.

Committee of the Whole
nancy Levin, Heights Libraries director, updated 
council on the library’s 2023–25 strategic plan, 
highlighting diversity-equity-inclusion goals; 
community-workforce and technology-skills 
development programs; efforts to combat censor-
ship and disinformation; and safety, security, and 
mental health programs. She also described the 
status of satellite locations and services during 
the noble branch renovation, and plans for the 
Coventry PEACE Campus.

LWV Observer: Jill Tatem.

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

FEBRUARy 27, 2023 - special meeting

Council member davida Russell was not pres-
ent. The mayor and the other council members 
were present.

Safe Routes to School
Council authorized the mayor to apply for and ac-
cept the Ohio department of Transportation’s Safe 
Routes to School project funding for the school 
travel plan for noble, Fairfax, and Boulevard 
elementary schools and Heights High.

Cedar Fairmount SID
Council authorized the advancement of city funds 
to the Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement 
district (SId) Inc., to be reimbursed through tax 
assessments.

Committee of the Whole
mayor Seren briefly described eight programs 
for which ARPA funds might be used. This was a 
preliminary draft indicating priorities and direc-
tions, to begin a conversation with council. Council 
discussed criteria for prioritizing allocations, assess-
ment of community impact, funding proposals from 
community organizations, community feedback on 
proposed programs, and next steps.

LWV Observer: Jill Tatem.

mARCH 6, 2023 - regular meeting

Council Vice President Craig Cobb was not pres-
ent. The mayor and the other council members 
were present.

Council actions 
Council approved a resolution opposing Ohio 
House Bill 1, which cuts and flattens Ohio’s 
income tax rates and eliminates $1.2 billion an-
nually in state payments to local governments.
 Council acknowledged receipt from the 
Coventry Village SId of a five-year plan for public 
services and improvements.
 Council authorized an agreement with the 
Home Repair Resource Center for the use of up 
to $44,000 of U.S. department of Housing and 
Urban development HOmE Funds to administer 
the city’s down-payment assistance loan program.
 Council amended city code section 
505.06, subsection (a), “Animals Prohibited in 
Public Parks,” to permit dogs in city parks pro-
vided they are leashed, properly cared for, and 
cleaned up after. They may not enter playground 
areas, tennis and basketball courts, ballfields, 
picnic shelters, swimming pool premises, splash 
parks, sledding hills, or gardens. The mayor may 
prohibit dogs during public events, provided 
signs are erected during prohibited times. 

Council member comments
Gail Larson announced that the metroHealth 
minority men’s health fair will be held April 27, 
5–8:30 p.m. at three locations, including the 
metroHealth Cleveland Heights medical Center 
at Severance Circle. 
 davida Russell announced that the June 10 
“you Talk, I Listen” session on landlord-tenant law 
would include a program on pathways to home 
ownership.

LWV Observer: Jill Tatem.

SAG re-forms as citizens’ group
Kristine Pagsuyoin 

FutureHeights is pleased to an-
nounce the formation of the Sev-
erance Action Group (SAG) as a 
newly independent citizens’ group 
dedicated to advocating for the re-
development of the Severance mall 
property.  
 In January 2020, SAG formed 
as a subcommittee of the Future-
Heights Planning and Development 
Committee.  
 Since that time, SAG has sought 
to take a more active role in the 
community, to directly engage with 
citizens to put forward strategies to 
develop the property into an area 
that would better serve residents 
and be sustainable for decades to 
come.
 FutureHeights and SAG mem-
bers believe the group will have 
more flexibility to grow and to 

engage citizens as an independent 
organization promoting the devel-
opment of the Severance property 
into a viable destination to be en-
joyed by all residents.
 FutureHeights agrees the Sev-
erance mall property is a great op-
portunity for the community and 
believes that citizens ought to have a 
voice in protecting and redeveloping 
the area.  
 FutureHeights will assist SAG 
during its transition to become an 
independent group, and will con-
tinue to offer guidance and support 
as it does for other neighborhood 
and community groups serving 
Cleveland Heights.
 To connect with SAG, contact 
Larry Nowak, SAG chairman, at 
severanceactiongroup@gmail.com.

Kristine Pagsuyoin is the executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights.

provides FutureHeights with 
the foundation that enables it 
to oversee the rehabilitation of 
vacant houses, publish the Heights 
Observer, develop neighborhood 
leaders, provide mini-grants to 
individuals and groups wanting 
to improve their community, 
and produce large, fun, citywide 
events, like the Music Hop each 
September.”
 Everyone in the Heights Com-
munity is invited to attend the May 
4 gathering.
 Meet and mingle with Future-
Heights staff and board members, 
and other residents and stakehold-
ers, in the organization’s newly 

spruced up office space. 
 It will be an evening filled 
with food, prizes and special an-
nouncements, and an opportunity 
to learn more about how you can 
add your “force” to supporting 
FutureHeights’ mission, and the 
community.
 FutureHeights is located in the 
Coventry PEACE Campus build-
ing (formally Coventy Elementary 
School), at 2843 Washington Blvd.

Jessica Schantz is the e-news and 
distribution manager at the Heights 
Observer, the office manager for Fu-
tureHeights, and a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights.

futureheights continued from page 1
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CH city administrator resigns
Kim Sergio Inglis 

In a March 20 news release, the city 
of Cleveland Heights announced that 
its first city administrator, Joseph Sin-
nott, had resigned, effective March 31.
 The city administrator position 
was mandated by the 2019 city char-
ter amendment, in which the city’s 
government changed to an elected 
mayor/council form.
 Mayor Kahlil Seren’s appoint-
ment of Sinnott was confirmed by 
city council one year ago, on March 
21, 2022. Seren selected Sinnott, a 
former mayor of Erie, Pa., from an 
applicant field of more than 50.
 The news release reads, in part:
 “Sinnott thanked Mayor Seren 
and City Council for his appointment 
and praised the city’s progress during 
the last year. ‘As a former Mayor, I 
believe Mayor Seren is leading Cleve-
land Heights in the right direction and 
making the most of its new govern-
ment. Working in Cleveland Heights 
has been a great experience—my only 
regret is that I won’t be here to see the 
results of the groundwork we’ve laid 

over the last year.’
 “Sinnott told City Council that he 
had not intended to leave this early in 
his tenure and had not been looking 
for another job. ‘An opportunity in 
government back in Pennsylvania was 
too compelling to pass up,’ Sinnott said.
 “Mayor Seren praised Sinnott’s 
work as City Manager. ‘Joe was the 
right person at the right time, and it’s 
a shame to lose such a great partner,’ 
Seren said. ‘Joe’s understanding of 
government and attention to detail 
have been critical to restructuring 
the city’s functions and retooling its 
systems. Joe Sinnott will be a hard act 
to follow, but his work this year has 
set the stage well for our next City 
Administrator’s success.’ ”
 The full news release can be 
viewed on the clevelandheights.gov 
home page, under News & An-
nouncements.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer, and is a former, long-
time Cuyahoga County master gardener 
volunteer who is all about native plants 
these days.

Advertise in the Observer
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Cleve Hts  • 2482 Fairmount

LUNA MAKES
SPRING
SPECIAL!

We’re here to help 
with all your spring
celebrations. Enjoy our
delicious, locally-sourced 
foods and treats, all 
baked from scratch!

. . . . . . . . . . . .
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Community cleanup planned for April 23

Natalie Elwell 

An Earth Month Spring Cleanup & 
Social (SC&S) is planned for Sunday, 
April 23, 2 to 5 p.m.
 Sponsored by FutureHeights, 
Coventry Neighborhood Group, and 
the Cleveland Heights Green Team 
(CHGT), SC&S is a communitywide 
event that invites residents, neigh-
borhood groups, schools, business 
districts, and faith-based organiza-
tions to come together to act. Its 
goal is to pair community service 
with community-building, through 
outreach and inclusion, while pro-
moting environmental awareness and 
stewardship.
 According to Catalina Wagers, 
co-founder of CHGT, actions can 
range from helping an elderly neigh-
bor spruce up their yard, to neigh-
borhood litter cleanups, prepping 
community garden beds, and more.
 According to Coventry resident 
Cole Ware, Coventry Neighborhood 
Group was inspired to be of service 
to its neighborhood as part of its 
community-building efforts. This 
spark of an idea—to pair socializing 
with environmental action—ignited 
a plan for organizing SC&S during 
Earth Month.
 “When Cole shared this idea with 
us, we saw it as something that could 
be scaled across the entire Heights 
community,” said Wagers.
 Cindie Carroll-Pankhurst, one of 
the founding members of the Millikin 
Neighborhood Group, said that group 

is recruiting neighbors to undertake 
three efforts for the April 23 SC&S 
event: cleaning up Millikin Woods, 
cleaning up along Andrews Road, and 
reaching out to MetroHealth and 
Spectrum to address the amount of 
trash that blows from their Severance 
facilities into the adjacent woods.
 “Our group was formed in re-
sponse to safety concerns,” said Car-
roll-Pankhurst, “then realized that 
community-building was essential 
to improve safety and to protect our 
green spaces. The community was a 
forceful advocate for the preservation 
of the woods, threatened by efforts to 
sell the woods for development and 
later by MetroHealth’s expansion at 
Severance.”
 Last year during Earth Month, 
CHGT crowdsourced 55 environ-
mentally focused events across the 
Heights. “The strong response from 
the community serves as evidence 
that building community through ac-
tion and environmental advocacy are 
organically interconnected,” noted 
Wagers.
 For additional information about 
the April 23 SC&S, and to add an 
event to the day’s lineup, visit www.
chgreenteam.org.

Natalie Elwell, co-founder of CHGT, is 
director of gender equity practice at World 
Resources Institute in Washington, D.C. 
She lives in Cleveland Heights, works 
remotely, and dedicates her free time to 
advocate for environmental protection 
and activism.

girl Scouts cleaned up Barbara Boyd Park in September 2022.
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a faci l itator to help guide the 
conversation and a notetaker to 
record ideas as they emerge. After 
the event, participants will receive a 
copy of their group’s notes and have 
the opportunity to stay connected 
to others whom they met on event 
night. 
 The discussion questions will 
be generated from data collected 
in the communitywide survey on 
the topic of “Our Public Schools” 
that was widely shared in the 
Heights throughout the month of  
March.
 Additionally, a resource page 
highlighting event takeaways and 
action steps will be created for 
the FutureHeights website by the 
discussion group participants and 
event organizers.
	 This	free	event	is	in-person	only.	
Masks will be optional. Advance 
registration is encouraged. To reserve 
a spot, visit www.futureheights.org/

Sarah Wolf

Heights community members, 
including students, parents, and 
d istr ict  a lumni,  teachers a nd 
staff, are invited and encouraged 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  f i r s t 
Crowdsou rced Conversat ions 
forum of 2023, on the topic of “Our 
Public Schools.”
 T he  e vent ,  org a n i z ed  by 
Fut u reHeig hts  a nd Reach ing 
Heights, and in partnership with 
other communit y g roups a nd 
organizations, will take place on 
Wednesday,	April	 26,	 7–8:30	p..m,	
at	Heights	High	(13263	Cedar	Road).
 Attendees will participate in 
small group discussions geared 
toward discovering what actions 
(small,	medium,	or	large)	everyday	
residents can take to “be the 
change they wish to see” in the 
community, especially related to 
public education.
 Every small group will have 

Community conversation to explore ‘Our Public Schools’ April 26

Housing was the topic of a June 2022 Crowdsourced Conversation.

Art students at Heights High used a wide variety of materials for their creations.

Resist is a collaborative piece by a group of 
Roxboro Middle School students.

This is me, J’Mear, by Monticello Middle School 
student J’Mear Collins.
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Helping display and 
preserve your art and 
memories since 1973

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
By appointment only

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-397-7671 woodtraderframing.com
Get $25 off on framing over $100

cc23-our-public-schools. For additional 
information,	 send	 an	 e-mail	 to	
swolf@futureheights.org.

S a r a h  Wo l f  i s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y -
b u i l d i n g  p r o g r a m s  m a n a g e r  a t 
FutureHeights.

STUDENT ART continued from page 1

Thursday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Friday 
and	Saturday,	9	a.m.	to	5:30	p.m.;	and	
Sunday,	1–5	p.m.

Sheryl Banks is the communications 
manager for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library 
System.

who may not have been here since 
the COVID shutdowns.”
 T he a r t work i s  d isplayed 
throughout	 the	 building—in	 the	
main lobby, the teen and children’s 
rooms, and in the HKIC Art Gallery.
 The Lee Road branch, at 2345 
Lee Road, is open Monday through 
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Last year, CHGT and its partners collected 650 re-usable bags.
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ing communities reduce health and 
environmental harm from noise and 
pollution. For more information, 
visit https://quietcommunities.org
 Autism Spectrum Disorder is 
a broad diagnosis for individuals 
with neurosensory differences. 
An	 estimated	 90%	 of	 autistics	
experience sound sensitivities, or 
hyperacusis. Sounds acceptable or 
unnoticeable to a “typical” person 
may be distracting, overwhelmingly 
distressing, or even physically pain-
ful to an autistic.
 A large portion of the general 
population is also affected by un-
wanted noise and hearing disorders. 
There is growing research into the 
effects of noise pollution on hu-
man health, especially stress levels 
and cardiovascular responses. It 
is an emerging public health issue 
with	noise-induced	hearing	loss	on	
the	 rise—especially	 among	 young	
people.  
 Cleveland Heights has a culture 
that promotes kindness, mindful-
ness and inclusion. Quiet Clean 
Heights urges residents to accept 
that some people are born with 
sound sensitivities, and assume, if 
one neighbor complains, there are 
others suffering in silence. Be aware 
of noise exposures and take action 
to protect hearing.
 To share your thoughts or ex-
periences, contact quietcleanhts@
icloud.com.

Alice Jeresko is an environmental advo-
cate who moved to Cleveland Heights 
in 1998.

Alice Jeresko

Quiet Clean Heights is an initiative 
that seeks to raise awareness of the 
health and environmental impacts 
of noise and air pollution in our 
residential neighborhoods. Two 
national campaigns share some 
“resonance” with our mission this 
month:	Autism	Acceptance	Month,	
and International Noise Awareness 
Day	(noiseawareness.org) on April 26.
 As lawncare season begins, 
Quiet Clean Heights intends to 
advocate for quieter, healthier 
neighborhoods	by	promoting	low-
impact lawncare alternatives.
 The CDC warns that sound 
intensity, the penetrating energy of 
sound, is a greater risk to hearing 
than loudness, especially at levels 
above	 85	 decibels.	Gas	 leaf	 blow-
ers produce noise of a particularly 
intense and penetrating quality, 
typically	at	80-85	decibels.	Opera-
tors are at highest risk of hearing 
damage and should wear appropri-
ate hearing protection. However, 
unprotected residents and pedestri-
ans have no control over the sound 
penetrating windows, walls and 
ears.
 Law protects us from exposure 
to	 second-hand	 smoke	 in	 public	
places, but few options exist to con-
trol external noise and dust intru-
sions into homes. The Quiet Clean 
movement, under varying names, 
has	led	positive	change	in	over	150	
municipalities and counties. Quiet 
Communities Inc., founded by 
health and environmental scientist 
Jamie Banks, is dedicated to help-

Quiet Clean Heights urges 
noise pollution awareness

Rachel DeGolia, at degolias@gmail.
com.
	 Cleveland	Heights	 also	 offers	
trails through Cain, Cumberland 
and Forest Hill parks, and is close 
to the Euclid Creek and Acacia res-
ervations, the Shaker Lakes trails, 
and	 the	 Lake-to-Lakes	 trail	 that	
runs along Doan Brook all the way 
to Lake Erie.
	 Rails-to-Trails’s	website,	www.
railstotrails.org,	offers	information	on	
how to be part of Celebrate Trails 
day, and encourages participants to 
register their event on its website, 
where it will show up on a national 
map.	It	offers	suggestions	and	tools	
for promoting local hikes and rides, 
including downloadable templates 
and	a	selfie	frame.

Elaine Price is an environmental pro-
fessional who is now doing greenspace 
work for county government. A longtime 
resident of Cleveland Heights, Price is 
active in the Boulevard Neighbors block 
association.

Center at Shaker Lakes is partner-
ing with the county for a second 
collection drive.
 Clean and gently used reusable 
bags can be dropped off throughout 
the month at the two Cleveland 
Heights Phoenix Coffee locations, 
on Coventry Road and Lee Road; 
and at the Nature Center at Shaker 
Lakes. In University Heights, col-
lection bins will be located at the 
University Heights Library and at 
John Carroll University. For more 
information visit www.chgreenteam.
org.
 The reusable bag drive gets 
excess/unused bags out of private 
homes and into the community, 
where they a re d istr ibuted to 
people who need bags and may not 
have the ability or inclination to 
purchase their own.
 According to Katharyne Starin-
sky,	 program	officer	 for	Cuyahoga	
County’s Bring Your Own Bags 
program, “The county is committed 
to helping retailers eliminate plastic 
bags from their checkouts and edu-
cating	consumers	about	the	benefits	
of bringing their own bags.”
 Starinsky works with com-
munity groups and green teams 
throughout the county to help them 
conduct their own bag drives and 
distribute them to area nonprofits 
who serve people in need.
 Also in April, the county will 
announce the recipients of its 
Sustainable Stores Grant, which 
provides funding to retailers to 
make changes to their business 
operations in order to eliminate 
plastic checkout bags.
 Additionally, said Starinsky, 
“The county wil l be launching 
the Sustainable Stores Map to 
celebrate and promote businesses 
who are plastic bag free.” To learn 
more about the Sustainable Stores 
Program, visit cuyahogacounty.us/
byobags.

Catalina Wagers, a resident of Cleve-
land Heights ’ Fairfax neighborhood, 
is co-founder of the Cleveland Heights 
Green Team.

Elaine Price

Celebrate Trails Day, a national 
celebration	 established	 by	Rails-
to-Trails	Conservancy	 in	 2013,	 en-
courages people to get outside and 
enjoy the country’s trails and trail 
systems. Observed on the fourth 
Saturday in April, Celebrate Trails 
Day shares a date this year with 
Earth	Day—April	22.
 Here in Cleveland Heights, on 
April	22,	1	p.m.,	Boulevard	Neigh-
bors	 is	 hosting	 an	 all-ages	 hike	 of	
a	 two-mile	 section	 of	 Forest	Hill	
Park.	Built	in	1938,	as	part	of	John	
D. Rockefeller’s estate, the historic 
urban	park	encompasses	235	acres—
a	mix	of	woods	and	fields,	as	well	as	
a large lagoon. 
 The hike will proceed along the 
paved Forest Hill Pathway, which 
circles both the Cleveland Heights 
and East Cleveland sections of the 
park. Hikers should meet at the pic-
nic	shelter	at	the	parking	lot	off	of	
Lee Road, just north of Monticello 
Boulevard. For information, contact 

Catalina Wagers

More than one trillion plastic bags 
are used annually worldwide, with 
an	 estimated	 100	 billion	 used	 by	
U.S. consumers. That equates to 
about	 1,500	 bags	 per	 family	 each	
year. Cuyahoga County estimates 
that	99%	of	the	bags	end	up	as	litter	
or hauled to a landfill.
 The state of Ohio has passed 
legislation that prohibits cities 
and towns from passing their own 
bans or fees on plastic bags. Any 
existing local laws on this topic are 
preempted by the state law.
 Undeterred by the state legisla-
tion, Cuyahoga County’s depart-
ments of Consumer Affairs and 
Sustainability are actively working 
with retailers and residents to curb 
the	use	of	single-use	plastic	bags	in	
the county.
 “The power of a single indi-
vidual action, such as giving up 
plastic bags and instead opting for 
reusable bags, could, if embraced 
by the masses, reduce the number 
of plastic bags used by the billions,” 
said	Natalie	Elwell,	co-founder	of	
the Cleveland Heights Green Team 
(CHGT).
 Based on the incredible com-
munity response to last year ’s 
Reusable Bag Collection Drive in 
the	 Heights,	 this	 April—Earth	
Month—CHGT	 and	 the	Nature	

Celebrate Trails on April 22Monthlong bag drive aims 
to reduce plastic waste
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the	events,	which	usually	cost	$40	
to	$45,	free	of	charge.	Watkins	also	
praised the networking component 
of the events, saying, “The prize is 
not always monetary. The prize may 
be the connections you make.”
 Williams with business partner 
Stephen Prewitt presented their 
SoundBender Institute project 
(soundbenderinstitute.com),	a	DJ	school	
located	on	Mayfield	Road	in	Cleve-
land Heights. They started Sound-
Bender in March 2022 and since 
then have been teaching children 
and adults how to deejay in as little 
as four weeks. The goal, Williams 
said,	 is	 for	 students	 to	 gain	 socio-
emotional skills that go far beyond 
scratching.
 Initial funding for SoundBender 
Institute	 relied	 mostly	 on	 one-
on-one	meetings	 and	 phone	 calls,	
Williams said. He recognized how 
much easier it is to ask for the sup-
port needed for the institute using 
the skills acquired through the Ac-
celerate pitch practice, run by CLC. 
“You win just by being in the room,” 
he	said.	“Since	Accelerate,	the	influx	
of opportunities has been absolutely 
amazing.”
 Williams and Prewitt plan to 
use their Accelerate winnings to 
purchase	mobile-friendly	DJ	equip-
ment. The smaller equipment will 
help them reach their goal to run 
DJ	mini-camps	 at	 schools	 such	
as Heights High and Monticello 
Middle School.
 Both Williams and Watkins 

Dani Gosky

Cleveland Heights residents Myesha 
Watkins and Keenan Williams were 
among the top winners at “Acceler-
ate	 2023:	Citizens	Make	Change,”	
the	annual	civic-pitch	competition	
presented by the Cleveland Leader-
ship	Center	 (CLC)	 in	 partnership	
with Citizens Bank and other or-
ganizations.
 Watkins and Williams were 
among	the	six	finalists	selected	from	
32 pitches, each focused on making a 
meaningful impact in the Cleveland 
area. More than 550 people attended 
the Feb. 23 event at the Huntington 
Convention Center of Cleveland.
 Judges selected Watkins and 
Williams	 as	 finalists	 in	 their	 cat-
egories.	 Each	 received	 $2,000,	
membership in the Economic and 
Community Development Institute 
(ecdi.org)—a	small-business	support	
organization—and	 an	opportunity	
to pitch at Northeast Ohio SEA 
Change	(seachange.org).
 Watkins’ pitch was for an ini-
tiative called “Another Homegirl,” 
which	produces	 community-build-
ing events for local and visiting 
women in the Cleveland area. She 
envisions growing her programs to 
build a safe and enriching commu-
nity experience for all women who 
participate.
 “Women do not need anything 
more to worry about,” Watkins ex-
plained, stating that she plans to use 
her Accelerate winnings to provide 

COMMUNITY NEWS

SoundBender Institute’s Keenan Williams, left, and Stephen Prewitt, right, with CLC 
Board Chair Bill Caster. 

Myesha Watkins, right, with Accelerate category sponsor 
Hannah Belsito of Destination Cleveland.

He is Risen!
He is not here...

Two Worship Services:
9:00 am Contemporary

11:00 am Traditional

Join us every Sunday!

3630 Fairmount Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44118

www.firstbaptistcleveland.org 

Heights residents excel at Accelerate
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suggested that others who have ideas 
to	make	 a	 difference	 should	 con-
sider pitching at a future Accelerate. 
“Swallow your nerves and just go for 
it,” Watkins said. “You are going to 
walk away a winner, whether as a 
finalist	or	through	making	connec-
tions. Give it your all because you 
are going to win regardless.”
	 The	 10th	 anniversary	Acceler-
ate competition will take place in 
February 2024. Pitch submissions 
will be accepted in November. De-
tails are available online at www.
cleveleads.org/accelerate.

Dani Gosky is the board liaison and 
program associate at the Cleveland 

Leadership Center.

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

SCOTT HAIGH
Website: ScottHaigh.Howardhanna.com
Email:   ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

Sold!  
14702 Superior Rd, Cleveland Heights

yummy

fun

small plates

potent potables

2196 lee road
cleveland heights

216.932.9000 mojocle.com

O p e n  F o r  S u n d a y  B r u n c h
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FEBRUARY 21, 2023 – work session

Board members present were Beverly Wright 
(president), Dan Heintz, James Posch, and 
Jodi Sourini. Malia Lewis was absent. Also 
present were Superintendent Elizabeth Kirby 
and Treasurer Scott Gainer. 

Academic success update 
The superintendent’s team presented an over-
view of attendance, literacy, mathematics, 
and graduation data for the first semester 
of the 2022–23 school year. The data were 
compared against the district’s goals.
•  Attendance: The district is close to its atten-

dance goal of at least 89.4 percent, and 
is investigating ways to decrease chronic 
absenteeism. Student attendance has in-
creased compared to last year.

•  Literacy: Third- and sixth-grade students 
were not on track to meet the district’s lit-
eracy goals. Tenth-grade students were 
approaching being on track for this goal.

•  Mathematics: Third-, sixth-, and ninth-
grade students were not on track to meet 
mathematics goals.

•  Graduation: The district’s graduation rate 
goal is 91.4 percent. Administrators antici-
pate the goal [will] be reached by the sum-
mer graduation.

 The board discussed the goals the district 
had set, with the intent to stretch for excellence. 
Dan Heintz [said he] wanted the public to 
understand that barely a majority of students 
achieves many of the standards set by the state. 
The board also discussed whether teachers us-
ing materials that were not board-approved 
was a problem or a mark of good teaching. 

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.

MARCH 7, 2023 - regular meeting

All board members were present, as were the 
superintendent and treasurer. 

School Spotlight
Fairfax Elementary School Cabaret cel-
ebrated the cooperation between the school 
and community. Principal Florence Masella 
thanked her staff and the PTA. Vocal music 
teacher Tamar Gray praised the parents and 
PTA.
 Monticello Middle School teacher Jon 
Diligente presented the robotics program, 
which offers Cuyahoga Community College 
credit to participating eighth-grade students. 
Students gain programming skills, hone math 
skills, and learn to work together in an innova-
tive environment. 
 Teacher Leslie Garrett and students pre-
sented the International Baccalaureate (IB) 
service learning project. The IB students iden-
tified a need in the community and developed 
a plan of action. For the project, IB students tu-
tor at Noble and Oxford elementary schools. 

Diversity and equity
The Equity Task Force Team, staff, and stu-
dents have watched part two of the documen-
tary “Who We Are.” Cleveland State Univer-
sity’s Heather Hill facilitated the discussion 

that followed. Malia Lewis commented that 
after the “Who We Are” showing, she was in 
conversation with students who want to form 
an afterschool organization to explore equity 
and racial disparity at the high school.
 Concerning other diversity matters, the 
human resources department will partner with 
the Insight Education Group to continue work 
to recruit and retain staff of color. State grant 
funds will pay for implementation.

ELA curriculum 
Christina Bauer, director of curriculum and 
instruction, presented the recommendation 
for the English Language Arts (ELA) curricu-
lum and took questions. She discussed other 
districts that have used the curriculum, the 
percentage of teachers who recommended 
the curriculum, and the diversity represented 
in the materials. The board will vote in April on 
whether to accept the curriculum.

Treasurer’s report
In his latest “Three Things” presentation, Trea-
surer Gainer discussed:
•  The district earning, for the second year, 

the Ohio Auditor of State Award with Dis-
tinction.

•  Approval to use an independent public ac-
counting firm for the audit process. The dis-
trict pays $50,000 to $75,000 per year to 
be audited by the state. Dan Heintz [noted] 
that private schools are not audited and do 
not pay the state for the process.

•  Elimination of the rollback for new levies 
approved after July 2013. 

 He also noted that Ohio House Bill 1 (HB 
1), if passed, would jeopardize public services 
by eliminating rollbacks, affecting schools, li-
braries, parks, and more. The effects of HB 920 
(inflation rollback, which is in the Ohio Consti-
tution) would not be eliminated by HB 1.
 The Fair School Funding Plan and the 
voucher program are in the governor’s pro-
posed education budget.

Board comments and announce-
ments
The Threat Assessment Management Guide 
has been completed. Teams were trained Feb. 
28. Implementation begins in April.
 Jodi Sourini asked whether Advanced 
Placement (AP) Calculus BC (an advanced 
Calculus AP course) will be offered every 
year. Currently, it is offered every other year. 
Assistant Superintendent of Educational Ser-
vices Felicia Gould said she would review 
the rotation of AP classes and evaluate the 
request.
 Sourini praised the “shadow” days at the 
various schools, designed to help students 
make school transitions, such as from middle 
school to high school or from elementary 
school to middle school. 

LWV Observer: Rosemarie Fairman.

Documents for all board meetings can be ac-
cessed at www.chuh.org/BoardofEducation.
aspx. Board meetings are livestreamed on 
the district’s at www.youtube.com/CHUH-
Schools and recorded for later viewing.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Board of Education   
Meeting highlights

Put a stop to weeds 
and add color to your lawn this spring

When you think green…
think Kent’s Lawncare!

Heights-based  ● Minority owned
Call for a free estimate

216-780-0540 / kwise2000@yahoo.com

“My lawn is so thick and
green. You would not believe
it is the same lawn.” 

Ken G., actual customer

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

 1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. • 216-371-5100 • swedishsolutions.com

 VOLVO • SUBARU • VW • AUDI • BMW • SAAB • PORSCHE

Since 1982

Honesty, Value and 
Communication

Visit our website
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service online
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dom she has with College Credit Plus 
courses.	She	has	more	flexibility	and	
an opportunity to work closely with a 
Kenyon professor. She described the 
class as “not about memorization. It’s 
about application to the real world. I 
really wanted to teach a course that 
was meaningful, especially after what 
these kids all experienced during the 
pandemic. Their emotional health is 
so important.” 
 Students enrolled in the course 
for a variety of reasons. Several 
said they intend to pursue science 
or medical careers, such as senior 
Ngoye, who is also taking anatomy 
and	plans	to	follow	a	pre-med	track	
in college next year. “I knew getting 
this	foundation	would	be	beneficial	
to me,” she said.
 Senior Jaiyah plans to major in 
biology	[at	college]	and	has	taken	this	
course along with anatomy, AP biol-
ogy and AP psychology, which Jaiyah 
noted has “so many connections to 
neuroscience.”
 The biggest reason that students 
say they gravitated to this course has 
nothing to do with the material being 
taught and everything to do with the 
person who’s teaching it. 
 “Ms. Zubik’s name radiates 

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

According to Kenyon College, Cleve-
land Heights High School is the 
only school in the state, and one of a 
handful	across	the	country,	to	offer	
its	students	a	college-level	neurosci-
ence	class.	The	one-semester	course,	
new to Heights this year, is taught by 
Nicole Zubik. It provides students 
with	four	college	credits	from	Ken-
yon, plus credit for one full year of 
high school science.
 More than that, Introduction to 
Neuroscience:	Perspective	and	Emo-
tion gives students a glimpse into 
how their brains work. They ponder 
questions such as, Can we control 
our emotions or only how we react 
to them? and, What’s happening in 
our brains when we feel sad, angry, 
or happy?
 Zubik brings everything back 
to hard science, connecting con-
tent to human brain development. 
The students appreciate that what 
they’re learning is relevant to their 
lives. “We actually learn how science 
relates	to	our	emotional	well-being,”	
said	Nico,	an	11th-grader.	
 From a teaching perspective, Zu-
bik appreciates the curricular free-

CHHS offers college-level neuroscience course

Students engage in a lab under Nicole Zubik’s guidance. 

around this school,” said senior Cam-
eron.
 “Everyone who’s ever had Ms. 
Zubik just raves about her,” said 
sophomore Sheriden.
 “I like the vibe and energy of 
this class,” said Mosijah, who plans 
to	major	in	film	and	photography	[in	
college].	“It’s	really	about	Ms.	Zubik	
. . . she makes it all worthwhile.” 
 That “vibe” is apparent as soon 
as	one	walks	into	the	class:	Students	

are eagerly engaged in discussion, 
and the room has a welcoming feel, 
with	 battery-operated	 candles	 on	
each desk replacing the typical glare 
of overhead lights. Many students 
return during their lunch periods, 
choosing to sit and talk with one 
another, or ask questions of their 
teacher,	 during	 their	 40-minute	
break. 
 Zubik said she is thrilled to be 
providing students with the oppor-
tunity to earn college credits without 
tuition payments or the need for 
transportation, stating, “This is what 
equitable access looks like.”
 “I want the kids who are going 
to	 struggle	with	 college-level	work	
to struggle here with me, where they 
have the support,” said Zubik. 
 Next year, students will have the 
opportunity to take another equally 
relevant course, Neuroscience of Col-
lege	Life:	 Sleep	 and	Stress.	Noting	
that	she	frequently	receives	e-mails	
or completed assignments from stu-
dents at 2 or 3 a.m., Zubik said, “They 
really need to understand why sleep is 
so important to their brain develop-
ment and ability to function.”
 Students need a 3.0 GPA, or 2.7 
with a teacher’s recommendation, 
to register for the Introduction to 
Neuroscience course. 

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, a longtime resi-
dent of Cleveland Heights, is a freelance 
writer under contract with the CH-UH 
City School District.
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ORDER PLANTS ONLINE for convenient home delivery*

HOMEGROWN SALE

11AM–3PMSaturday, June 10
Now a stand alone event! Shop native plants grown, 
lovingly cared for and donated by expert gardeners. 
NCSL receives 100% of proceeds. 
Member Preview  |  10:30AM–11AM

ANNUAL PLANT SALE

9:30AM–1PMSaturday, May 6
Join us and shop the area’s largest selection of hard-
to-find native plants, perennials, edibles and annuals. 
Member Preview  |  8:30AM–9:30AM

All proceeds benefit the Nature Center and support our mission  
of conservation, stewardship, and environmental education.

SHAKERLAKES.ORG/PLANTSALE
MARCH 20–APRIL 7

ANNUAL  
PLANT  
SALE

41st

*Within 15 mile radius. Delivery fee applies.

Generations of Hann Family Experience. 
Heating | Cooling | Plumbing | Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems                          
55 932-9755 21

6VEHbrothers.com     

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Hts

8989ACAC  
Tune-UpTune-Up  

$$Now          Now          
Only     Only     

Chris
Hann

Bill 
Hann

Allows for 45 minutes of labor per system. Parts 
additional. One discount per visit. Coupon must 
be presented to the technician at the time of
service. Excludes attic and air handler systems. 

Coupon value $20. Expires 7/31/23                                          

Bonded Insured OH LIC #24462                             
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Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com • email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

12504 Cedar Road · Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 · 216-371-3600

  Short term rehabilitation unit with private suites, flat-screen televisions 
satellite cable and complimentary Wi-Fi

  Physical, occupational and speech therapies
  Resident-centered dining experience    Certified wound care nurse
  Full-time nurse practitioners    Serenity garden    Smoking facility

Our Family Caring for Yours

chase at the tournament, as will 
raffle	tickets	for	chances	to	win	gift	
baskets.
	 The	 $60	 registration	will	 ben-
efit	 the	Heights	Baseball	Boosters.	
The booster club supports the high 
school’s three baseball teams by 
funding everything from pizza lunch 
on	field	cleanup	days	to	the	charter	
bus that takes the teams on their 
every-other-year	 spring-break	 trips	
to Florida. This year, the boosters 
goal is to purchase new, permanent 
bleachers	for	the	home	field.	
 To register, go to tournifyapp.com/
live/chuh23/signup.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, a longtime resi-
dent of Cleveland Heights, is a freelance 
writer under contract with the CH-UH 
City School District.

ingheights.org/spelling-bee-registration. 
Or, if you want to be part of the 
event but don’t yet have two other 
people to make up a team, send an 
email to jen@reachingheights.org, 
and Reaching Heights will help 
connect you with other spellers to 
form a team.

Jen Holland is the program manager of 
Reaching Heights.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

The Heights community is invited to 
participate	in	the	first	annual	wiffle-
ball	tournament,	to	benefit	Heights	
High baseball. The tournament will 
be	held	on	the	turf	field	at	Denison	
Park	on	Sunday,	April	16,	from	9	a.m.	
to 3 p.m. 
 Anyone is welcome to create a 
team and register. Teams can com-
prise four to six players of any age 
and ability.
 There are two divisions for 
which teams can register, depend-
ing on how competitive a team may 
be:	There	is	an	open	bracket	for	the	
young or for anyone who is feeling 
less	 competitive,	 and	 an	 over-14	
bracket.
 Food will be available for pur-

team registration fees. Whi le 
many teams raise the registration 
fee themselves, Reaching Heights 
a lso connects teams who can’t 
reach that amount w ith com-
munity resources to ensure that 
everyone who wants to participate 
can do so.
 If you know two other spellers 
ready to join you as a team, you can 
register online now, at www.reach-

Wiffleball tourney will 
benefit Heights baseball

Register now for Reaching Heights’ benefit ‘Bee’
Jen Holland

Does seeing misspelled words make 
you cringe? Do you sometimes sup-
press the urge to spellcheck your 
coworkers’ emails? Or, are you an 
average speller but a phenomenal 
supporter of the Heights community 
and its public schools?
 The annual Reaching Heights 
Spelling Bee is a perfect way to sup-
port Heights public schools while 
also having fun. This spelling bee 
for adults is silly, campy, and nerdy 
in the best possible ways.
 Registration is now open for this 
year’s Bee, to be held on Wednesday, 
May	10,	at	the	Heights	High	audito-
rium.
 At the Bee, teams of three work 
together to correctly spell one word 
in each round, while also taking part 
in fun traditions that make the an-
nual	event	a	“honey-sweet”	time	for	
spellers and spectators alike.
 Contestants wear creative cos-
tumes, sport “punny” team names, 

and even sing their answers to earn 
spelling mulligans.
 The longtime lineup features 
die-hard	 spellers	 representing	 law	
firms,	city	councils,	mayors,	business	
districts, arts organizations, neigh-
borhood groups, churches, libraries, 
universities, and PTAs, each seeking 
to dethrone the prior year’s reigning 
champions. What unites a team can 
be as simple as a love of spelling, 
community, and public education.
	 Reaching	Heights	 (www.reach-
ingheights.org)	 brings	 together	 com-
munity	 resources	 to	 create	 high-
quality student programming and 
fund	grants	for	CH-UH	teachers	and	
student groups. As its signature fund-
raiser, the Bee plays an essential part 
in helping Reaching Heights achieve 
its mission and goals, while celebrat-
ing	 the	CH-UH	 school	 district’s	
excellent education and commitment 
to student success.
	 Nearly	90%	of	the	funds	raised	
by the annual Reaching Heights 
Spelling	Bee	comes	from	the	$500	

The Mayors’ Team—CH Mayor Kahlil Seren, UH Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan, and South Euclid 
Council-Member-at-Large Susan Hardy (filling in for SE Mayor Georgine Welo)—at the 2022 Bee.
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BEAUTIFUL YARD
S E A S O N A L  C H E C K L I S T
Download at www.lawnlad.com

YOUR
BEAUTIFUL YARD

Landscape 
Maintenance Checklist

 2023 IS THE YEAR OF 
YOUR YARD!

216-371-1935  •  www.lawnlad.com  

Love Your Landscape!
Whether you enjoy a little yard work,

or are looking to take the weekends off,
Lawn Lad can provide the right level of service

for your budget and goals!

Let’s help you love your landscape.
Call us today for a free evaluation
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FEBRUARY 20, 2023
Board members present were President Max 
Gerboc, Vice President Vikas Turakhia, Secre-
tary Annette Iwamoto, Dana Fluellen, Tyler Mc-
Tigue, and Melissa Soto-Schwartz. Patti Carlyle 
was not present.  

Strategic projects update
Kaela Sweeney, strategic projects manager, 
presented a strategic project update to the 
board. Coventry PEACE Park fundraising has 
raised $609,945 to date, toward the final goal 
of $1.2 million. Work with the Hodge Group has 
been a good collaboration, yielding more than 
70 prospects and 32 secured gifts. Currently, 
there is $59,202 in funded grants and projects. 
Two grants have been submitted since 2023 
began: one for an expanded partnership with 
Bike Cleveland, and another to support memory 
cafés.

Financial report
Deborah Herrmann, fiscal officer, pointed out 
that, if passed, Ohio HB1 would reduce the 
amount of state money for local communities. 
The library could lose $793,000. Cash bal-
ance on hand at the end of January 2023 was 
$21,006,289.70.

Board actions
The board:
•  Authorized an agreement with Bostwick De-

sign Partnership for redesign of the Lee Road 
Branch children’s room.

•  Approved the purchase of a programmable 
digital meeting room notification system for 
Lee Road Branch meeting rooms.

•  Approved an after-the-fact purchase order 
for furniture as part of the Coventry Village 
Branch renovations.

•  Approved a contract to install two new clea-
nout drains to prevent future flooding at the 
University Heights Branch.

•  Declared an urgent necessity to repair 
the lower level of the University Heights 
Branch. The library’s insurance has made a 
$135,000 payment for repairs and replace-
ments. A general contractor will be hired to 
make the repairs within that budget. Dana 
Fluellen asked if the requirement to consider 
minority firms still holds, even though a re-
quest for proposal will not be used. Library 
Director Nancy Levin replied that the require-
ment remained. 

•  Approved a new maintenance agreement for 
the Coventry Village Branch HVAC.

•  Approved a memorandum of understanding 
between the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System and Disciples 
Christian Church for the temporary use of 
space for children’s programming while the 
Noble Neighborhood Branch is closed for 
renovations.

Year-end personnel report
There were 32 positions filled in 2022, com-
pared to 46 in 2021. Turnover decreased from 
24.43 percent in 2021 to 11.68 percent in 
2022. Four employees were promoted. A new 
assistant facilities manager job was created, into 
which Leroy Hamby, maintenance technician, 

was promoted. Staff received a 2-percent wage 
or lump sum increase. Medical, dental and eye 
care benefits continued, with slight changes in 
employee contributions. Eight human resources 
policies were reviewed and updated. 
 Sick leave used in 2022 was the highest 
since that data has been tracked, primarily due 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion’s mandated isolation after COVID exposure 
(a policy which has since changed). 
 The Annual Staff Development Day in 2022 
was a success, with 121 employees attending. 
Staff also sought numerous education programs 
to further develop a job competency or meet a 
learning goal. The diversity, equity and inclusion 
report will be presented next month.

Director’s report
Director Levin will present to Cleveland Heights 
City Council [an update on] Noble Neighbor-
hood Branch renovations, Coventry PEACE Park 
funding, traffic calming at the Lee Road and No-
ble Neighborhood Branches, and the strategic 
plan for 2023–25.
 All tenants have signed leases at the Coven-
try PEACE building. 
 Staff evaluations will be completed in mid-
March. 
 A new hire for continuing education man-
ager is anticipated. 

Public service report
Heather Howiler, formally the library system’s 
continuing education manager, started as adult 
services manager on Jan. 9.
 Unpacking Our History and the 1619 Proj-
ect discussions and programs continue to be 
popular with the community.
 In January, 117 passport applications were 
executed. Total income from passport services 
for the month was $7,283.05.
 The African American Read In was attend-
ed by 50 people of all ages. “Celebrity” read-
ers included Cleveland Heights Mayor Kahlil 
Seren, CH Council Member Gail Larson, civic 
leader Barbara Danforth, and Noble School 
Community Learning Center Organizer Kris-
tiaun Copez Minor. Seven children, in grades 
two through eight, also read.
 Librarians E Hogan and Angela Clock re-
turned to Fairfax Elementary School for the sec-
ond book club meeting—a “smashing” success 
with 76 participants.
 Associate Felicia Muhammad organized 
a blanket-making craft [project] for a group of 
Roxboro middle-schoolers from the Roxboro 
Connect program. 
 Tech trainers conducted in-house and pub-
lic orientation meetings featuring the SkillMill 
catalogue and virtual reality demonstrations.
 The continuing education department be-
gan monthly Ask a Tech Expert branch visits.

LWV Observers: Elizabeth Tracy and Judith 
Beeler.

Information about the board, board meeting 
minutes and audio recordings of board meet-
ings can be found at https://heightslibrary.org/
locations/heights-libraries-board/.

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Public Library Board  
Meeting highlights

Your plumber, your neighbor
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

•  Experts in old  
homes

•   Water tanks &  
heating systems

•  Eco-friendly  
updates

•  Fully trained, licensed,  
bonded & insured

• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300
herbsplumbingandheating.com

216-533-2936

Power Washing
Deck Staining

Driveway / Hardscape Cleaning & Sealing
Full Yard Cleanups

Mowing/Edging/Trimming
Exterior House Power Washing

Masonry Work
Handyman Repairs

Saturday April 22:  10:00 A:  French Toast Breakfast & Earth Day Celebration
Garden Tours & Demonstrations.  Monday, April 24, 6:00 P Free Food Forest Class

Tree Service Year Round
Pruning•Removals•Cabling & Bracing 
•Fertilization & Spraying• Air Spading

Proper Pruning of Fruit and  
Ornamental Trees

We sell and properly plant 
trees and shrubs

Fully Insured•Certified Arborist on staff

ISA TCIA NAA•ISA Certified #OH-6736

ARDMORE TREE SERVICE
Serving Tree Care Needs in the Heights 

for over 40 years

Free Estimates & Consultations
ardmoretreeservice@gmail.com•216-486-5551
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www.bsideliquorlounge.com. 

Rachel Hunt is the marketing director of 
Grog Shop, and spent years working on 
Coventry—first at Tommy’s, then in retail at 
Vintage Apparel and Made Cleveland. She 
is continually amazed by the vibrancy and 
culture found within Cleveland Heights.

Laura’s	Home.	It	offers	housing,	and	
programs that empower families and 
individuals to transition from crisis 
to	self-sufficiency.	
 The art exhibition will be on 
view during the month of April 
at B Side Lounge, during business 
hours. For more information visit 

‘Burn it Down’ exhibition celebrates and benefits women

Cleveland Heights. And at the end, 
this	group	of	students—who’ve	been	
together	for	four	grueling	years—will	
join	hands	and	take	a	final	bow	as	mu-
sical theater students, poised to start 
the next chapter of their lives as pro-
fessional actors, singers and dancers.
		 Tickets	 are	$20	and	can	be	or-
dered online at tinyurl.com/BW2023-
Beaumont.	 For	 group	 sales,	 e-mail	
bhennes@gmail.com.
 The Baldwin Wallace Music 
Theater Senior Showcase is presented 
by JWP Productions and Beaumont 
School.

Bruce Hennes, a 47-year resident of Cleve-
land Heights, receives a stipend from JWP 
Productions for his work on the showcase.

Bruce Hennes

Right now, Baldwin Wallace Univer-
sity’s music theater seniors are prepar-
ing a showcase for agents, bookers and 
promoters in New York City.
 By the time they perform in 
Manhattan	 in	mid-April,	 they	will	
have spent six months creating and re-
hearsing an original, exciting, tightly 
choreographed,	non-stop	 theatrical	
production. It’s designed to showcase 
each student, in front of the casting 
directors who have the power to put 
them on stage in regional touring 
productions, on cruise ships, in TV 
shows and movies, and on the Broad-
way stage. 
 On Friday, May 5, at 7 p.m., the 
Baldwin Wallace seniors will reprise 
their showcase at Beaumont School in 

Baldwin Wallace showcase 
returns to Beaumont May 5

“the past is the past” by Barbara Merritt, layered watercolor and hand-cut collage.
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 The exhibition’s roster of visual 
artists joins regional powerhouses 
with emerging artists, including 
Dott Von Schneider, Marlee Pick-
les, Christine Sixteen, R. E. Yody, 
Bernadette Glorioso, Barb Merritt, 
Ashley Burns Todd, Beatrice Ban-
aszak, Amy Hawks, Traci Gasho, 
Carla VFX, Bevin Ricker, Penney 
Vasquez, Lisa Miralia, Liz Adams, 
Gina Swor, Cassy DePuy, Dawn 
Teckler, Melvis the Pelvis, Kelly 
Kiessling Coleman, Kimberly Hen-
dzel, Grace Victoria Gerengher, 
Tracy Parsons, Hadley K Connor, 
Kerstin Barnette, Pamela Voigt, and 
Jennifer	Thomas-Heidt.	
	 Opening	night	festivities	kick	off	
at 5 p.m. with light refreshments, and 
will feature local bands with female 
musicians displaying empowerment in 
all its forms throughout the evening, 
both upstairs at Grog Shop and down-
stairs	at	B	Side	Lounge	(2785	Euclid	
Heights	Blvd.).
	 The	 $10	 suggested	 donation	
will	benefit	Laura’s	Home	Women’s	
Crisis Center at the City Mission of 
Cleveland.
 Performing will be Muzzle, Kill 
The Hippies, Night Medicine, Ring-
er, Seeing Scarlet, and Killer Kilroys. 
DJs She Rex, Mittenclips, and Tube-
way Army will provide ambiance 
for the evening. Drag and burlesque 
dancers will also participate. 
 A portion of sales from artwork 
purchased over the duration of the 
exhibition will also be donated to 

Rachel Hunt

On Friday, April 7, the B Side Lounge 
will bring together 30 female art-
ists—presenting	 visual,	 sound,	 and	
performance	 art—for	 the	 opening	
night of Burn It Down.
 The exhibition explores and cel-
ebrates the resiliency of women, and 
will	benefit	Laura’s	Home	Women’s	
Crisis Center, an organization dedi-
cated to empowering women and 
children dealing with trauma from 
domestic abuse, housing insecurity, 
and more.
 Burn it Down is the brainchild of 
artist and curator Staci McNasty, who 
said the idea came from “watching the 
world, and some of my girls go through 
the ringer at the hands of beaters, 
gaslighters, and master manipulators.”
 “I want to reach the women who 
don’t	have	strength	to	stand	yet—help	
them	rise	 and	fight,”	 said	McNasty.	
“I’m a mom. I want to make sure that 
these younger women have a good 
support group and are able to use their 
voices without fear.”
	 McNasty’s	 life-sized,	 papier-
mâché skaters will be part of the show, 
inspired	by	her	13-year-old	son,	Lux.	
 While the exhibition’s visual art 
may have been created in the spirit of 
erasing tropes that have long been at-
tached to women, the show also seeks 
to	reclaim	and	redefine	what	it	means	
to identify as femme. It considers that 
sometimes, in order to rebuild an 
identity for yourself, you have to burn 
it all down.

convergence-continuum presents:

For Tickets & Info:
www.convergence-continuum.org
or call 216-687-0074
LIMINIS THEATER | 2438 Scranton Rd. 
Cleveland OH 44113

March 31- April 22

Generations ago, humans retreated deep underground after an 
environmental disaster ruined the world above. Nature is now 
simulated through brain-implanted chips, and fertility is regulat-
ed to keep the surviving population in balance. Anna and Oliver 
want to have a baby, and their options are running out.

Tickets $18 - 23

AFTER 
THE
BLAST
by ZOE KAZAN The class of 2023 BW music theater majors.
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David Budin

So,	the	first	kid	says,	“Did	you	hear	
about the actor who fell through 
the	floorboards?”	And	 the	 other	
kid says, “Yeah. He was just going 
through a stage.”
 That’s what they said, these 
two	fifth-graders,	on	the	stage	of	
the Heights High auditorium a 
few weeks ago.
 When I attended Cleveland 
Heights High School, I performed 
on that stage about a dozen times, 
mostly as a member of the Heights 
Choir, and as a soloist or part 
of small groups from within the 
choir. Then, decades later, my 
kids, Dan and Lauren, were in the 
orchestra and choir, respectively, 
and they performed many times 
on that stage. And, I should add, 
Dan’s wife, Cassie, also played in 
the Symphonic Winds and other 
ensembles at Heights High, and 
served as the marching band’s 
drum	 major	 (student	 leader).	
And, while I’m at it, both of my 
parents performed on that stage 
as	well,	 as	part	of	 the	 choir	 (my	
mother)	and	band	(my	father);	and	
my	much-younger	brother,	Noah,	
performed in a lot of plays while 
there, as well concerts with the 
choir, of which he was the student 
conductor.
 As an adult, I spoke from that 
stage	 about	 15	 times,	 presenting	
Fr iend s  of  Ca i n  Pa rk  a r t s 
scholarships on Senior Awards 
nights. Every time, my speech was 
a variation of the theme that the 
Heights Choir saved my life, and 
that every year, at least one of the 
arts taught at the school saves at 
least one kid, or, at least, provides 
the	 incentive	 for	 them	 to	finish	
high school.
 A few weeks ago, my son’s 
daughter,	Westin,	made	her	first	
appearance on that stage, as 
part of the Fairfax Cabaret, a 
talent show her elementary school 
presents every two years. She was 
part of the Dobama Playwriters 
group	 of	 second-through-fifth-
graders, who met after school 
once a week, for several weeks, 
to learn about playwriting from 
an actor associated with Dobama 
Theatre, a professional theater 
company located r ight down 
the street from Fairfax school. 
Westin’s group demonstrated 
how they might express various 
emotions or objects with their 
own human “statues,” as called out 
by another Dobama professional. 
Kids in Cleveland Heights are 
pretty lucky to have so many arts 
organizations and artists of every 

kind all around.
	 Many	 k ids	 participated—
singing,	 dancing—including	 the	
comedy duo I mentioned above. I 
was amazed at a kindergartner who 
sang “Tomorrow” from “Annie,” 
and did it unshyly, but, most 
impressively, completely in tune, 
including several key changes she 
had to navigate. Also impressive 
were	 a	 sister	 and	 brother	 (first-
grade	 violinist	 and	 fourth-grade	
pianist),	who	 played	 a	movement	
from a violin concerto. Later the 
boy played a Bach piano prelude. 
A father and daughter played a 
trumpet duet.
 The show started with a song 
(“Cabaret,”	 of	 course)	 by	Tamar	
Gray, a professional singer, who is 
the school’s music teacher and who 
served as talent coordinator for this 
show. She does an amazing job with 
the students’ concerts at the school. 
Gray responded to a Facebook post 
about the event, saying the show 

The new sound, light and recording booth in the middle of the renovated Heights High auditorium, 
before the Fairfax Cabaret.
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‘The world is a stage; the stage is a world’

“brought me so much joy, and is a 
great reminder of who we are as a 
district	 and	 community.”	 It’s	 true:	
There were different generations 
working	and	performing	together—
students, parents, teachers and 
staff, comprising Blacks, Whites 

and several nationalities, religions, 
and	maybe	even	political	groups	(I	
say maybe, because it IS Cleveland 
Heights	.	.	.	.)
 Two Heights “Tigers” came out 
and did a dance and then joined a 

continued on page 23

• Weekly	Mow	&	Trim
• Lawn	Treatment	Programs
• Spring	Cleanup
• Lawn	&	Landscape

Renovation/Installation
• Shrub	&	Bed	Maintenance

FREE	month	of	
lawn	mowing

Details on our 
website

Call for a free Consultation

(440) 449-3050
Visit us at 
NeffLandscaping.com

Neff Landscaping
Full-service	care	

for	your	lawn	&	yard

Serving 
the Heights

for more than 
40 years

 BBB A+ rating
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seem to agree on anything. The 
King and Queen of the Birds have 
a	plan:	a	competition,	in	which	each	
flock	or	collection	of	raptors	will	get	
to	demonstrate	their	fail-proof	plan.	
And . . . may the Earth win!
	 Beginning	April	15,	community	
members can join a series of fam-
ily workshops and be part of the 
creative team that, through sharing 
words, movement, and visual art tal-
ent, will decide how the Birds save 
the planet.
 Artists, including Eric Coble, 
Raja Freeman, Marlon Hatcher, 
Story Rhinehart and Diana Sette, 

d’oeuvres, beer, wine, music, and 
dancing	 to	popular	 hip-hop	 tunes.	
To purchase tickets, go to mobiuschuh.
org/events.
 Mobius most recently funded 
workshops with local artist Debbie 
Apple-Presser.	She	worked	with	Kel-
ley Wachhaus, art teacher at Mon-
ticello Middle School, and students 
to	 create	 paper	 tea-light	 lanterns	
for Chinese New Year celebrations. 
Mobius has plans to provide a new 
pottery kiln for Monticello Middle 
School.
 With continued generous sup-
port, Mobius hopes to provide valu-
able arts and science experiences for 
students throughout the district.

Andrea C. Turner is a board member 
of Mobius, and principal of ACT One 
Communications, LLC, a marketing 
communications consulting firm based in 
Cleveland Heights.

Robin VanLear

In April, Artful Cleveland and Art 
Acts studio will undertake the work 
of	creating	a	play—“This	Art	is	for	
the	Birds”—a	comical	plea	 to	 save	
the	earth,	filled	with	hidden	hopes	
and	lessons.	It	will	be	the	first	origi-
nal, outdoor theater production at 
Coventry PEACE Park.
 According to the play’s outline, 
the canary in the coal mine is dead. 
With so many amphibians on the 
brink of extinction, it is up to Birds 
to save the day. The Birds badly 
want	 to	 help,	 but	 the	 flocks	 can’t	

Andrea C. Turner

Mobius, formerly known as RoxArts 
and	REAP,	has	planned	a	fun-filled	
event to celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary	of	hip-hop,	and	to	raise	money	
for the organization. The event will 
take place on Saturday, May 6, at 6 
p.m.,	at	the	B-Side	Lounge	in	Cov-
entry Village.
 Proceeds benefit Mobius, a 
501(c)3	nonprofit	organization,	whose	
mission is to create opportunities 
for	K–8	 students	 in	 the	Cleveland	
Heights–University	Heights	City	
School District to engage in creative 
and critical thinking that extends 
and enriches the curriculum.
	 The	name	change—from	Rox-
Arts	 and	REAP	 to	Mobius—oc-
curred in 2022. The organization’s 
board of directors believed the 
change was needed to indicate the 
continuity of arts programming 
from elementary school through the 
middle-school	grades.
 The new name comes from the 
Möbius	strip—a	continuous	strip	of	
paper with a half twist. The organiza-
tion works to eliminate boundaries 
and create opportunities for all stu-
dents. The expanded scope is meant 
to inspire and serve more students, 
and means a greater ability to provide 
equitable educational opportunities 
throughout	the	CH-UH	school	dis-
trict.
 Doors open for the May 6 event 
at 6 p.m., and an auction will begin 
at	8	p.m.	The	event	 is	 for	 those	 21	
and older. General admission tickets 
are	$40;	$25	for	CH-UH	faculty	and	
staff.	The	ticket	includes	heavy	hors	

Help birds save the Earth in theatrical family workshops

Robin VanLear and Santanu Mallik try on “This Art is 
for the Birds” mask prototypes.

Monticello Middle School students created 
paper lanterns through a Mobius-funded work-
shop by artist Debbie Apple-Presser. 
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Surplus Sale
SUNDAY • APRIL 23 • 1–4 PM 

Noble Neighborhood 
Branch 
2800 Noble Rd. 
Cleveland Hts., Oh 

Surplus property from the Noble Branch of the Heights Libraries will 
be on sale at the branch, 2800 Noble Road, Sunday, April 23, from 1-4 
p.m. Items to be sold include: a large assortment of tables and chairs, 
both adult and children sizes; shelves, lamps, cabinets; and other 
small items. 

Only CASH will be accepted for purchases and all items purchased 
must be removed from the premises at the close of the sale. 

wil l take turns leading the 
various workshop sessions at 
Coventry	PEACE	Campus,	2843	
Washington Blvd.
 The workshops are open to 
families,	and	individuals	age	15	
and older, and will take place on 
Saturdays,	3–5	p.m.,	April	15,	22	
and	29;	 and	May	6,	 13	 and	20.	
The cost of a workshop pass for 
all	six	sessions	is	$75	for	a	family	
or	a	friend	group,	and	$40	for	an	
individual.	The	drop-in	price	is	
$20	per	family;	$10	per	person.
 In addition, on Saturday, 
April 22, noon to 2 p.m., Art 
Acts will host a free workshop 
to make kinetic birds, in cel-
ebration of Earth Day.
 Visit www.artfulcleveland.
org, or www.facebook.com/artful-
cleveland for additional information 
on the workshops, and for informa-
tion	on	a	series	of	one-week	summer	
camps	and	one-day	workshops	that	
will begin in June.
 “This Art is for the Birds” is 
funded in part by a special project 

grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Cul-
ture.

Robin VanLear is the founder of Art Acts 
studio and a member of Artful Cleveland. 
She will be leading some of the workshops 
mentioned in the article.

Mobius fundraiser celebrates 
50 years of hip-hop May 6
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do you like the     Heights Observer?
 
Your donation helps to keep it coming

The Observer is published as a non-profit project. 

All proceeds are returned to the community  
through programming by FutureHeights.

Your donation is tax-deductible and helps sustain  
the Observer and other important projects.

donate now by joining FutureHeights  
at bit.ly/observer-backer
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CC Restoration
Door & window restoration
Refinishing (woodwork, trim, etc.)
Painting & staining
Restoration consultation
More - just ask!

refinishNEO@gmail.com

(216) 307-1955

@ccrestorationltd

www.heightsobserver.org   

Call 216.320.1423  

to find out how you can  

advertise your business for  

$29/month

Shop  
Local

HARVEY & 
FRIENDS 
Bookshop 

2nd Floor  
of the  

Lee Road Branch 

Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books, Great Selection of Used Books,     
DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale DVDs, & CDs  For Sale     

Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!Every Day!    
www.friendsheightslibraries.org 

All proceeds  
support the library 

 RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA 
 

 
 

Complete Tax Services 
 

28332 Chardon Rd. 
Willoughby Hills, OH 44092 

216-956-9645 
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com 

 

Tax prep starts at $149 

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC. 
For all your electrical needs 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

(440) 840-8941 
Ask for Steve               License #48370 

“Reliable electrical service and repair”  

CLASSIFIEDS

 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round 
Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal 

Feeding • Oak Wilt Treatment 

(216) 486-5551 
We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

Member:  
National Arborist Assn. • TCIA • ISA 

 Free Estimates Fully Insured 

www.heightsobserver.org  Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Iyengar Yoga
Transforming Body, Breath and Mind

Online and In-Studio Classes

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

7 Days 9 a.m.– 8 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS 

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES 

 Gold / Sterling Silver 
 Jewelry 
 Glassware 
 Paintings 
 Pottery 
 Military Items 
 Bronze Figures
 Men’s Wristwatches 

 Clocks 
 Swords 
 Lamps 
 Violins 
 Porcelain 
 Ivory Carvings
 Oriental Rugs 
 Marble Figures

SONGS & STORIES continued from page 21

HCC continued from page 1

restored ,  a nd en ha nced w ith 
elements like a dedicated sound 
board and light rigging, plus many 
other improvements, including 
dressing	 rooms	 backstage	 (we	
used to have to make costume 
changes out in the hall behind the  
auditorium).
 When I attended Heights High, 
I hated almost everything about the 
place except the auditorium and 
the Choir Room. Both of those 
places are much improved now. I’m 
looking forward to the time when 
Westin and Baxter attend Heights 
High.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the 
former editor of Cleveland Magazine 
and Northern Ohio Live, an author, and 
a professional musician and comedian. 
His writing focuses on the arts and, 
especially, pop-music history.

leaders will step forward to ensure 
that the city truly lives into its 
slogan, “All are Welcome.”
 Northeast Ohio continues to 
have a very strong organization 
committed to fair housing in the 
area. If you, or someone you know, 
is experiencing discrimination 
in the housing ma rket,  HCC 
strongly encourages you to reach 
out to the Fair Housing Center 
for	 Rights	 &	 Research	 (www.
thehousingcenter.org ). 	 To	 report	
housing	 discrimination,	 call	 216-
361-9240	 and	 their	 excellent	 staff	
wil l be there to offer support, 
education, and enforcement.  
 The Board of the Heights 
Community Congress wants to 
thank you for 50 years of support, 
for joining us in the work for a more 
just and equitable community, and 
for the sustained commitment to 
create change. May this community 
continue to come together to do 
the work required to help bend the 
arc of the moral universe towards 
justice. 

Jessica Schantz is the e- news and 
distribution manager at the Heights 
Obser ver,  the of f ice  manager for 
FutureHeights, and a longtime resident 
of Cleveland Heights.
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group of Fairfax parents and teachers 
for another dance. One of those 
tigers	was	Westin’s	 (and	Baxter’s)	
mother, Cassie, who teaches at 
Heights High. At the end, Gray 
also led a group of Fairfax parents, 
teachers	and	other	staff	members	in	
a dance, and then all of the evening’s 
performers in a closing number, the 
Fairfax school song, “Positive.”
 My grandson, kindergartner 
Baxter, was not a performer in 
the show, but he and Westin had 
artworks—which	 they	 created	 in	
an	after-school	art	class	they	both	
take	 once	 a	 week—on	 display	 in	
the accompanying art exhibit in the 
lobby. Baxter also had another piece 
in the program book.
 T he ent i re  Heig hts  H ig h 
bui ld ing under went a massive 
renovation a few years ago, so it’s 
l ike	 a	 brand-new	 school	 inside.	
The auditorium was beautifully  

housing practices were being held 
accountable. As an extension of 
our work for fair housing, HCC 
w a s  co m m it te d  to  c r e a t i n g 
conversations about d iversit y, 
equ it y,  a nd inclusion to help 
neighbors understand neighbors 
and come together to embrace 
the many differences that are part 
of Cleveland Heights’ signature 
strength. 
 In addition to this work, it 
has been our special joy to host 
the Heights Heritage Home & 
Garden Tour. For over 40 years this 
tour brought thousands of people 
together to explore the unique 
nature of the homes and gardens 
that make up the tapestry of life 
here in the Heights.
 While HCC is heartbroken to be 
closing our doors, we celebrate the 
impact we have had in the Heights 
[c]ommunity,	 and	we	 applaud	 the	
commitment in the community 
to keep The Heights diverse. We 
know that when one door closes, 
another door opens so we look 
forward to the new opportunities 
the Heights community will create 
to come together to ensure that 
all people continue to find fair 
and equitable housing options in 
this community and the ways new 
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